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Thera ia auhnitted herewith the running memorandum concerning 
Communist infiltration of the notion picture induetry which hoe been 
brought up to date &• of Kay 24, 1947. ?he material diacusaed' ia divided 
into separate sections aa follows} 

I Comnuniet Infiltration of Labor Groups 
II Communist Infiltration of Intellectual Groups 
III Comunist Party Members in Hollywood 
IV Communist Influence in Current Motion Pictures 
V Soviet Activities in Hollywood 
VI Communist Infiltration of RKO Studios 

VII Investigation of Communist Activity In the Motion Picture Indust: 
by the Committee on Un-American Activities, House of Repre 
VIII Miscellaneous 

The new materi.il added to bring this running aei-tornacuia up to _ -• 

be found, in the following sections: , ■ *' 

. T 

Section I, page 71 
Sec. Ion II, pages 119 through 1£1 
Section VII, pagee IS through 24 
Section VIII, pages 2 through 9. 



■!>- 




Of the new material added, probably the moat si giif leant will be found 
in Section VII which portair.s to ths activities of the Un-Amerxcau Activities 
Committee during their recent visit to ‘tha movie colony in Hollywood at which 
time various representatives of the motion picture lnr-ustry appeared a* witnesses.., 
A** 0 of inter||^s the interview had by the Los^-gelas Office with screen.- 
actress^pg^ During this interview, ^HHB^offered her services as a 
source of Information concerning Communist activities in Hollywood and ex- 
plained her co nne ctions with Communist front groups as being due to her 
ouriosity and interest in fincing out about these various gro irps as wsli as 
ths inuivicuala connected with them. 

These activities are being closely followed and all new information 
received in this regard will be incorporated into the running memorandum once 
each quarter, In order that you may be currently advised with reenact to this 
slexuion. 
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there la suhnltted herewith, the running nenorandua c one truing 
Communist infiltration of the notion picture industry which hat been 
brought up to date as of Kay 24, 1947. The material discussed it divided 
Into separate sections as follows! ” 

X Communist Infiltration of Labor groups 
XX CoBsmnlst Infiltration of Intellectual groups 
III Communist Party Members in Hollywood 
XT Comma 1 st Influence In Current Kotlon Pictures 

T Sorlot Activities In Hollywood . ^ ^ 

TX Communist Infiltration of BKO Studies 
T3I Investigation of Csmmunlet Activity In the Motion Picture Iadnst37' > ; f 

by the Committee on Un-American Activities, Bouse of H e pr ss eatatlves 
Till ltlseellaneoua • 

Che new material added to bring this running aenorandua up to date will 
be found in the following sections; 

Section X, page 71 
Section II, pages 119 throng 121 
Section Til, pages 18 through 24 
Section Till, pages 2 through 9 . 

Of the new natorlal added, probably the most significant will he found 
in Section Til which pertains to the activities of the Uh-Anerlcan Activities 
Ceaalttee during their recent vlelt to the movie colony in Hollywood at which 
tine various representatives of the notion picture Industry appeared as witne sses. 

the Interview had by the Loe Angeles Office with^^m^ 

During this interrlev^^Hbefferod^p^servlces as a 
source of i-L-omatlon conge ruing "Conarunl at activities in Hollywood and ex- 
plained her connections with Cansiualst front* groups as being due to her 
curiosity and interest In finding out about these various groups as wsll as 
the individual# connected with then. 

These activities are being closely followed and all new Information 
[received In this regard will be Incorporated Into the running penqr a"*™ once 
‘each quarter, In order that you nay be currently advised with (respect to this 
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CCDUMTOXST IBPIURATIQK OF 
THE MOTION PICTURE INDUSTRY 


tober 13, 1944 


IKTKCDDCTOBT BACKGROUND 


The majority of the lnfoimtioo concernln gj^ocmualat Infiltration' 
of tha motion picture Industry has been » applied v 

' who Is Loo Angeles Confidential Inf oman*BBMM^^^THoS?n^ha^be«n 
associated with the motion picture indust^^ro^many years. He is a meciber 
of several labor organizations which are active in the industry and is 
thoroughly fa n ! liar with the background of the lab or orf*aizatlfcr,s in that 
field. He was a member of the Communist Party f 
■■■t The informant is quite familiar with the Communist key figures in the 
Hollywood area and le able to obtain information concerning Coaaualat activities 
in this- industry* . = .< .v^- : r 

*' i * . . . • , f-'>; .... v 1 

, . • ' " ’ * : r y • • - ' ' ’ * ’ '• * * ■ *• ^ 

■ ■ : This source has advised that prior to 1933 the Cona mnl » t interna- 
tlonal with headquarters in Koseow, Russia, had not realised the poseibilitieo 
of the motion picture as a propaganda medium. About this time tho t alkin g 
picture was perfected and the Soviet Union with its world-wide staff of propa- 
gandists seized the lead In adapting the motion picture for propaganda pur- 
poses throughout the norld. Delegations of Russians came to Hollywood to 
study the American cinema. . 

In 1935 a "directive" was issued by the top structure of the Cc«- '■” ? 
ttunist Party in the United States that there must be an intensive concentration 
^ on Hollywood and the motion picture industry. The directive stated that Cosh- ’■ 
munists must try to capture the labor unions , for if this could be done, they 
could exert much influence in the nature and type of pictures produced thus 
help the Soviet cause. This directive also emphasized that at the same time 
work must be done among the cultural groups, writers, artists, actors, actresses, 
and others to enlist their aesistance toward the Communist cause. The direct 
and indirect influence of the Comuniet Party of the United States on the 
motion picture industry In Hollywood and on all those subsidiary interests con- 
nected with that industry has been one of steady development over a period 
of the past ten years. During this time the motion picture industry has been 
considered by the Communist Party as the principal medium of propaganda for 
the Communist party ideas* Consequently, the Communist Party concentrated 
on a program of penetration of the industry by its members.^ This concentra- 
tion on Hollywood has been most intense. t 


2 _ - It has been reported that as a part of the progtma to penetrate the 

nation picture industry, the Conaunlst Party considered th ^importation of known 
.^ag^imacnista and persons subject to Communist influence as significance. 

A large percentage of such individuals brought into Hollywood -from 1935 to 
■.i*V-1944 and given employment are refugees who came from European countries 


following the rise of Nazism in Europe. They have been put in responsible 



I 


positions, »oatly in the fields of writing and directing, ami the majority 
y u^thea are reported since arriving to "have shown sympathy Ath the Co mmun ist 
^BBland to associate with individuals who are known to be Comainiats. As 
- a result of this situation, it is reported tiiat Hollywood ial being Europeanized 
4 to a startling extent. 


Since the entry of the United States into the war and the cooperation 
. b..- of the notion picture industry with governnsntal agencies for propaganda pur- 
‘■".’l poses, Coonunist .penetration has been^axtrsnely effective.: There have been \ £ v . 
. : v two lines of attack. -'One was to seek control over the workers in the studios T; 
r*;/-. using , the trade' unions as 'the base, the other was to seek control over the so- 
called lntellaotual and creative fields and t hus dotermine the type of prop a- 
0 nnda to be injected into ths motion picture. 




For tho purpose of tills memorandum, the aaterifc- oxscusseu 
divided as follows i , 


dll bo 


• .4.-*, J- 


I. 
U‘. 
ZZZ. - 
IV. 

n v : 


Coanunist Infiltration of Labor Oroups . 
Coonunist Infiltration of Intellectual Groups. 
Communist Party BemberGhlp In Hollywood. 
Communist Influence in Current Motion Picturos. 

Soviet Activity in llollvwood. 

Cocnunlat Infiltration of R.K.O. Studios 


; ' - ■ ■ ■ £ f '.»*■ , ' 


In connection with items I and II, this memorandum will set forth 
some historical and background detail which it is bolieved will be of assistance 
in understanding the current situation. ■- 

As" of June, lShh a survey 'mads of Communist members in various fields -> 

■ q£ activity in the motion picture industry indicates the following data con- 
coming members of the Communist Party or Communist front groups in the industry: 

■ • 

Directors and Producers — Among this group there ars nine known Communist 
Party manbors and j'i/tecn members of cno or more Communist Party front groups. 
Herbert Hibernian, a director, is probably the outsta^.ding Communist Party member 
in tils field. Lewis Milestone, director of "North Star" and "iiissicn to Moscow," 
although not deiinitely known .to be a Cwunist Party member, is Russian born 
and ha s boen_^tiy^_Jji^umgrous Communist Party f ront groups for the past ten 
years. 

Writers known Communist Party members among the 

writers employed at tiie various motion picture studios. The outstanding figure 
' i* the writers group is John Howard Lswscn, a known Coanunist Par ty mambar, who 
has great influencs In the Hollywood field. 


Actors -7 Five actors and aotresses are reported 
the Coonunist Party in Hollywood. > Twenty-four others 


-0 be known members ' 

' weisbars of Conmunist ^.'" 


Party front groups. Among the known C omm u nis t party maabeJ, Gals Sondergaard, 
Lionel Stander and Lucille Ball are the mosi prominent.' Thwni^glonging to 


Corjmuniot .party front groups include James Ca 
Walter Huston and John Garfield. 


Ida Lupinoj Franchot Tone, 



) 


s. J 




:*• Labor — ■ Twelve prominent labor loaders In variois Hollywood unions 

identified as member* of tbo Conmnist Party. - If Is known that a 
■ of tho "rank and file" members. of the various Hollywood unions are also 

■ ■ . (Timbers of the Communist Party. Herbert K. Sorrell, known ijomiunist Party 
^ member, is the leading labor figure in the motion picture industry* As head 

;J| cf the Conference of Studio Unions, he is tho chief liaison man between labor 

and the Motion Picture Producers Association. 


Miscellaneous — In a' group of misc 



are 


associated in varying capacities with the motion picture industry a survey 
disclosed there are 21 known members <of the ' Communist party. This “group *• 
includos lawyers, technicians, readers and persons in the publicity field. 

In this group it should bo noted that Donald Key King, Publicity Director for 
tin Tfamer Brothers Studio, has been identified as a member of Branch K, 
K'-rthwest Section, Los Angeles County Communist Party. 


y« J 
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I.‘‘ COMMUNIST INFILTRATION CF LABOR GROUPS!' - 


Information has been received that approximately'An- 1934 the 
Communist Party realizing the propaganda possibilities in the motion 
picture field decided to move into the motion picture industry. In the 
spring of ly35 direct orders are reported to have come down in mimeographed ) 
form from the top etructure of. the Communiet Party to all .units in the Loe : : f 
Angeles sect Ion.. that there must bean intense concentration on Hollywood " ' 

' and. the motion picture industry. This directive is said to have emphasized J\J'' 
the. fact* that the Communists must try to capture the labor unions and 
pointed out that if this could be done the unions could be of much service 
in influencing the type of pictures produced and thue eerve the Soviet cause. 

In the early daye of the motion picture industry, that ie from 
approximately 1910 to 1930, there was no consistency in the labor orgaaiza-- _ : < 
tionalv. setup., The principal active labor organization was the Interna- ‘ 
tional. Alliance of Theatrical- Stage .Employees "(IATSE). Thie was an autono- .V" 
- moue group or local. labor unions identified with the American Federation of 
Labor. ~Tbe.<lA?SE jurisdiction was recognized as the only union organization 
in Hollywood for some years. However, on two occasione in 1921 and 1933, 
respectively, strikes were called by thie organization which were completely 
unsuccessful. In each caee the strike was the result of a jurisdictional 
diepute and was broken as a result of members of outeide unions entering the 
Held ae strike croakers. As a reeult or the unsuccessful strikes, a very 
chaotic condition existed in the labor field at. Hollywood in approximately 
1933 and many or the workers had loet confidence in the A.F. of L. Ae a re- 
■ suit, the Communiet Party had little difficulty in moving into the unorganised 
field with the Motion Picture Workers Industrial rJi ^ion, created in January ly'jh 



.Motion Picture Workers Industrial Union. MFKIU 
* ~ ■ ■ *- 

The Motion Picture Workers Industrial Union wae an independent 
group completely under the control of the Communist elements and taking ordere 
from the local functionary or the Communist Party. It will be recalled that 
this wae in accord with the Communist Party line at that period which ad- 
vocated the creation of separate unions by the Communist Party. Most of 
these separate unions were affiliated with the Trade Union Unity Lesgue, 
wliich, in turn, was a branch of the International or Red Labor Unions, with 
headquarters in Moscow. However, the MH»IU was not affiliated with the Trade 
Union Unity League, although it was under the control sna domination of the 
^Communist Party. Demands were made on the organizer of this union by the 
-section eocretary ox the Communiet Party and the Communiet tarty organizer in 
-Southern California to force tbs union.,' to affiliate with tie TUUL.' However, 
13 1 declined to do so, chiefly because of. the position takenlby the union 
iiMgani zer , ’ H . G. Wolf e . ■ It 1 continued to function ae an lru2pendent union. 
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Numerous Communist Party — abers, ac cordi ng- to Conf ldenfcl al Ir*Tor i?fent^^^y vare 
.•*' active in the affair* of thi* union, chi *f If among whom wrt lieloer Bergman, Doa 
Q^t^^Budolpfa Kohl, Boris Ooldblatt and Sam Qoldblatt* ' 1 

j In tha short tins between the creation of this Unio a JL n January, 

| 1934, and April, 1935, it had taken in a large number of members and was well 
Von the way to becoming the leading union in Hollywood* However, in April, 
■/T.935, inatructione were eent out by the Central Conndttee of the Connuniat . 

Party that the Party line had changed and that all independent unions were to 
// be liquidated and /their members sent into the A.F. of L* unions with the ' rfV 
objeot of capturing the A.F. of L. This policy was followed by the UffflU. 
i • A abort time after the change in Party line the Communists in the Union began 
to desert and go over into the various A.F. of L. locals. At this time these 
A.F. of L. locals were mere shells which in many cases existed in name only. 

As a result of the Communist Party directive, the UfWIU gradually went out of 
existence and in February, 193b it was officially dissolved. 

- At about this time the CIO was being organised by John L. Lewis. , 

Several attests are reported to" have been made on the part of Levis and 
other CIO figures to organise in the motion pioture field. However, they t 
^ have never been euoceseful and at the present time there are no CIO unions ' 
in the motion picture industry. There are approximately 39 labor organisa- 
tions of various sorts in the industry. Some of these are affllla 
the A.F. of L. and the balance are independent unions. 

Co nference of Studio Unions 

-v • Herbert K, Sorrell, president of the Studio Painters Local 644 of 

the International Brotherhood of Painter*, Decorators and Paper Hanger* of 
^'^Asmrica, A.F. of L, soon becam* th* leader of the newly activlsed A.F. of L. , 
union*. Sor rell has h*»n ms a former meabar of the Communist Party 

T in Hollywood. California. He soon became tb* leader of the Communist factions 
in the Hollywood unione, Sorrell developed favorable relations with Pat 
Casey, lajcor representative for the Motion Picture Producers Association. 

Casey is an f 80,000 per year executive employed by the MPPA to handle labor 
relations. He is definitely not a Communist, but apparently finds It easy to 
do business with Sorrell. As a result, Sorrell has become probably the leading 
figure In the Hollywood labor movement. 

After Sorrell had developed the leaders of a number of locals, 

r which had strong Conuainlat factions in them, his next move was to set up an 
organization which would tie all the locals into one body under his domination. 
This body was known as the Conference of Studio Unions. 


The Conference of Studio Unions is a small compuctl group "of 
delegates or representatives of a bloc of labor unions in the Hollywood 
motion picture industry, which hae been taken over and is no* under control 
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of the Comannlat Party operating through its members In thoee-uJHons which 
hay* captured key positions. . In reality the Conference of Sfudio Union* 
l*th* organisation set up to act a* the control and ateerin| oomaittee to ; 
jWVfilMte'and direct Communist activities looking toward taking over all 
etudio workers and their unions into the Comamist Party orbjrt. The follow- 
ing six locals are affiliated with the Conference of Studio Union* » 

. t Studio Painters local 644 of the International Brotherhood 

of Painters, Decorators and Paper Rangers of America* 

, , Laboratory Technic lane Local 683 of the International 
.Alliance of Theatrical Stage Employees. 

Screen Office Employees Guild, an affiliate of Studio Painters 
Local 644 above* 

Screen Set Designers Guild, an affiliate of Studio Painters 
Local 644 above. 

Studio Machinists Local 1185 of the International Association 


of Machinists, A. F. of L. 


.'Vi; 


f*" 

. s , 


Tha membership of . the above groups is *pproxiant«ly 8,000. The. 
Conference of Studio Undone Is governed by a president, chairman, vice 
chairman and saoretary^treairerer. Each union body affiliated le represented 
by not more than three delegates, one of whoa met be the business represent*-' 
tire. Herbert K. Sorrell le President. Norval D. Crutcher, a former nmnbe r 
of the Conmlst Part y, is Chairman. D« T* Vayne, Vice Chairman and Russell L. 
McKnight, Secretary-Treasurer, are noti known to be Communist Party members, tut 
are reported to be connected with numerous Communist front organizations and to 
give every indication of being dominated and contrc^^^^^^^aml^^hfty. 


P fililtl^^ffl^tfe^Conferenc 9 


Due to the importance of the unions affllJ 
of Studio Unions, brief descriptive data ooncerning each is being eat forth 

below* 


Studio Painters Local 644 


This union is made up chiefly of painters who were members of the 
Communist dominated WFWIU and who, on direct orders of the Coirnmnlst Party, 
deserted that union in 1935 to* take over Local 644 of the A.F. of L. Herbert 
K. Sorrell is president of this union. 


Laboratory Technicians Local 683 


This union is affiliated with tha IATSE. It has jurisdiction and 
control of a narrow but very Important field, that of ths employee* who handle 
developing and processing .of film. It has been said 
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theC omannlst Party that If it could control the workers in fcis Depart™ nt, 
l^g^gustry would be at their mercy* This union is reported to have con- 
sistently followed the Communist Party line and to have passed, resolutions 
in accordance with the Communist Party program. Bussell L. HcRoight, men- 
tioned above, is president of the union. Horval Crutcher, also mentioned 
above as a former Commnist Party member, is secretary-treasurer* 

Screen Office Employees Oulld 

This union was originally organised as an indspendsnt union in 
about 1937* After being in existence some three or four years, it came under 
the influence of Sorrell and In 1941 it was issued a charter by Local 644, 

A.F. of L* Studio Painters. It has Jurisdiction over all clerical workers 
and secretaries in the Bollywood studios, although the A.?, of L. has a 
regularly established Office Workers Union in the Los Angelss area where 
these workers rightfully belong* It is said that the reason for the affllia- ' 
tion of thia “white collar* group with the A,P. of L. Painters is the preference 
of its Commnist leadership for Sorrell over affiliation with regular A.f, of 
L. office works re unions* ' - 


As of November, 1943, it was reported that the SOEQ was preparing a 
drive to organize the motion picture industry 100 per cent prior to the 
establishment by the A*F. of L* of an international union for white collar 
workers* It was reported that a special organizer, Uln Selvin* a known Coa^- 
rounlst Party member, would work in close cooperation with Qlen Pratt, business 
representative, in. this organizational campaign. 

Confidential informants have advised that the Communist Party took 
a "great interest in this campaign aid that a number of known Communist Party 
members were engaged in assisting it* Proa the information reported, it 
appears that the Comsunist Party will endeavor to gain control of an 
posed A.P. of L« union local for white collar employees 

Screen Cartoonists Guild Local 852 

This guild has Jurisdiction over cartoonists, sketch artists and 
animators engaged in making animated cartoons in the motion picture industry. 

It was originally organized as an independant group, but came under the 
influence of Sorrell and in 1941 was issued a charter by Local 644 of the 
Studio Painters and is therefore now affiliated with the A *7. of L. It is re- 
ported that this guild as a body has consistently followed the Conmunist Party 
line and has passed parallel resolutions to those of the other unions affiliated 
with the Conference of Studio Unions. { 

1 

m*,., Soresn Set Designers Oulld 1 


This union has Jurisdiction over sst designers, dref^pen and 
illustrators who until approximately 1939 had been unorganized* In the fall 


- 4 - 


0 



of 1941, the guild becaras affiliated with Painters Onion Lo|al 644 and thus _ 

■s' cam e under the influence of Sorrell. The officers of thiijguild are not • 
t0 '*>•' Communist Party members,’ '«□. though a member* bf"Jhe Executive’ 
board is so identified. The union is reported to have followed consistently 

i the c “ P ‘ rt7U “- : ^ 

■1 * Studio Machinists Local 1165 

The members of this .union are highly skills d mechanics engaged ' 

'***'*■ : : ' nostly- In building and servicing : aption picture cameras and other high' pre-,-?': 
ci si on work of similar character . v Thls union came into existence as a direct • 
i result Of the' break-up br'ths MP5TIU.' It i» reported to have taken in the + 
entire crew of machinists then engaged In the experimental plant of Techni- 
color Corporation. The union is represented In the Conference of Studio 
Unions by T. D. tfayne, who is said to be undsr the complete domination of the 
Communist Party and or Herbert K. Sorrell. 




■ 7 . Hollywood Guild Council 

, ■ •• v- / ■'*: *: “• ’ . * ■■ **'. 

' The guilds making up the Hollywood Guild Council are the bargaining 
agencies for what are known as the "cultural groups, writers, artists, 
directors, readers and publicists." These guilds, although not affiliated 
with the A.F. of L. or any other labor group, are the bargaining agencies 
for their members. It should be noted that as in the case of writers, 
directors and art directors, the matter of salaries is an individual matter. 
These guilds in their bargaining negotiations deal with such matters as work- 
<- . ing. conditions, soreen ersdita, etc. ^;lt is reported that the Communist sle^ 

. menu had not been successful in their efforts to function within the IATSE. 

• ^They, therefore, are reported to have set up another organization outside the 
A.F. of L. and thus created the Hollywood Guild Council. The following so- : 

*. called "cultural groups" are affiliated with ths Hollywood Guild Council j 


Screen V.riters Guild 
Screen Directors Guild 
Screen Publicists Guild 
Screen Readers Guild 
Screen Actors Guild 


At the outset the Screen Orfice Employees Guild and the Screen 
Cartoonists Guild were also affiliated with this Council, but they later with- 
drew to affiliate with tfce Conference of Studio Unions. 


The reported purpose of the Hollywood Guild Cour 
— a base of operations to carry on Communist propaganda and 
_ attempt to penetrate the other unions. > The Coraaunista ret 


:il was to afford 
teep alive the 
srtedly have 


attempted to draw Into the Council many of ths A.F. of L;*.ocals, but havs 
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successful* 
tnesevarlnus guilds* whic 
sunlit Infiltration. 


Their ectiritles are said to hare been 
lwar5 been more or less an 




nfined to 
eot to Corn- 


Screen Writers Guild 







The leading group in the Hollywood Guild Council and the one 
whloh is said to have practically controlled this organization* waa the 
Screen Writers Guild* It was organized in 1934 as the first union group in 
the cultural field and is said to hare come under Conammiat domination almost 
et the outset. It eras organized by e group of writers who were the a embers 
of the John Heed Club of Hollywood* e Conmunlst front organization that 
later became the Hollywood ehepter of the League of American Writers. Prom- 
inent among the group of original organizers were the folioring* Howard 
Lawson* Samuel Ornlti* Uidley Sic ho la, Guy End ora and H arry Carlisle, of 
these persona according to Confidential Informant have long records of 
Co munis t activity* ;V 

•--v ,;*i 

This guild has been Communist dominated from its inception and has 
Included wmnj known members of the Comtmist Party, it ite election in 
November* 1943* the vice president* treasurer and eight members of its 
Executive Board were definitely identified as Communist Party members by in- 
formants. 4 number of other officers and members* although not definitely 
Identified as Communist P arty aem'^rs. an * t- ^ urri..r t.hw influence of 
the Communist Party. 

Screen Directors Guild 

‘■e 

This guild was organized in February, 1936* for the purpose as 
stated at that time to bring the directors of motion pictures in the line 
with other labor unions in the industry. The organizing is said to hare been 
done by a small group of motion picture directors who professed the "progres- 
sive position" and who maintained in a broad sense that the motion picture 
should carry a social or political message rather than being what they claimed 
it was at the time* merely an "escape mechanism" for the maesee. The Screen 
Directors Guild is in no sense strictly a bargaining labor union* Ite prin- 
cipal rear on for existence is said to be ideological in that it will assist 
in the production* of motion pictures sympathetic to the cause of Communism and 
the political economy of Buseia* Among those composing the original email 
group were King Vidor, Lewie Milestone, Frank Tuttle, Frank Borsage, Howard 
Hawks, Ruben Uamoull&n and Gregory LaCava. Its present officers are not known 
to be members of the Connnunist Party* but it includes in its membership 
individuals such as Frank Tuttle* Jay Leyda* Herbert Blberssn* Herbert Kline* 
wt^o are reported to be Comunlet Party members, and others mu oh as Oreon fsllee, 
Herman Shu ml in, Lewie 18. lee tone, Jorii I vena and Dudley Nicepls, who have 
been active in the affairs of numerous Conmniat Party fron^ organizations 
such as the American Peaee Mobilizatio n. flfttifl jrid-es Defense Committee, 
and similar" organizations* 




i 
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Screen Pabllcleta Guild 


r 


This guild is composed of individual a engaged in ap t ion picture 
publioity ’work. Although it» officers have not been identifi^ with the 
C oauun lat Party, the organisation as a body is reported to ha e affiliated 
• i^Nhvith Communist inspired groups, including Labor' a Unit? for Victory 
Concnittee, Hollywood Writers Moblll z£tion_for Defense, Lea gue of American 
Writer* and the Hollywood Canteen, w 

Screen Readers Guild 

This guild is not strictly a labor group eince it is composed of 
Individuals employed at various etudioe whose duties are to read books, . 

. magazines and publlehed material and make synopses from which stories or 
ecenes may be adapted to the motion pictures* It Is said that the readers oon- 
sider themeelves potential writers and that their ambitions lie in that direc- 
tion* this union is reported to be in f luenced to a large extent and dominated 
by the Screen Writers Ouild, 

Screen Actors Guild ■ 

* . ' . *V' ‘ 

This guild has included a number of prominent actors in the Hollywood 
.area* A number of the individuals have supported and t*keiM*rt in Co m m uni st : 
front organisations according to Confidential Informandp(j including Helen . 
Oahagan (H«lan Cahagan Douglae), Prancee Farmer, John Garfield (correct name 
Jake Garfinkel), Gale Sondergaard, Lionel St-ander and Frederic March* Current « 
officers for the year 1944 include James Cagney, President; George Murphy, 

Vice President, and a number of other well known actors* John GarfieU, Lionel 
Stand er, Frederic March, and James Cagney have been identified byflV v - s former 
members of the Conmunlst Party, Gale Sondergaard through a highly confidential 
teohnique employed by agsnts of the Los A ngeles Field IflvjJioiLl*L3_LlfcjL^teg tl- 
fied as a member of the Communist Party, 

Ulecellaneoue A. F. of L. Local Unione 


Information has been received that there are a number of other 
local A, F, of L* unions and IATSE unions engaged in the labor field in Holly- 
wood* However, it is reported that there is no great Conminist infiltration 
of thee* groups and they may be divided roughly into two categories, namely, 
that in which there are a number of Communist Party members and in which the 
locals are to a certain extent subject to Communist infiltration, and eecond, 
that in which there are a number of anti-Coamnista aid in which '"the Communist 
influence is at a minimum* 


f in February, 19 ^4, information was received that & number of the 
independent unions have embarked on a Communist inspired campaign to enter 
the A* F* of L* for the purpose of throwing their weight influence toward 
attaining Communiet control of the A* F. of L* etrueture irj Southern Calif orn 
— Aatang the unions which are ocoaeionally subject to Communis! control, is the 
American Federation of Musicians Local 47, whose president 

octedly dominated by the Coanainist Partjy 


Southern California* 

. control, is the 

4 j* r» fSvij»> 



J 
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Motion Picture Labor Committee . i . ' ,V ' j 

for Political Action *’ " " • ' ' \ ■ """ V « 

In September, 1943* a Motion picture Labor Coon&ftee for Political 
Aotlon was set up In line with ths current movement toward , 'ih4L-forniation or 
a political arm by labor groups. This group reportedly was organized, by 
individuals from unions associated with the Conference of Studio Unions and 
it appears to be strongly Communist dominated. It is said that while the 
organization operates in the name of the A.F. of L. , in reality the Holly- -< 
wood unit is under the control of ths Communist fores s. ' This is said to be ’ 
consistent with the current nationwide program of the Communist Party. to take , 
part in political organizations and place in office those persons who are' 
favorable to the Communist poeitlon. The organization is affiliated with 
such reported Communist front groups as the Peoples Educational Center, the 
Fifteenth Congressional District Legislati ve Council, the League of A merican 
Writers and the Hollywood Write re School. 


* i> ' 


Con ferenoe of Studio Unions 




With the pvt six months, four additional unions nave Joined thin 
organisation. They are the followings 




This union is headed by George Bradley who is reported to be 
a member and sponsor of many Coamninist front groups* 


»clal Offi< 


and Guards, Local 1< 


Tnis union is headed by one Ted Carp who hrs not heretofore 
been reported as engaged in Conmunist activities. 

Screen Publicist* a Culld 

This union lias heretofore been independent but' it wee recently 
granted r.n F. of L. charter by which it became affiliated with 
Loc^l 644 of the Motion Picture Painters League. This guild hos long 
been under the complete control of the Concordat Party. Its repre- 
sentative to the Conference of Studio Unions is Ted Taylcr, a reporter 
for tne People’s ’~orld, Pacific Coast Ccr^unist' publication and said 
to be an ardent Communist. . 
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Screen Analyst^ Guild (Formerly, Screen Readers Oulld)| 

This union was also formerly an independent union hut has 
recently been chartered by the A* F* of 1* through the Painters 
Union* The members of this union are readers of materi al wh ich 
may eventually be used in motion pictures* The analyst is in a 
position to recostoend ideas , sequences and aoenee which. If the 
analyst le Consainistlely inolined, may contain Conaainist propa- 
ganda* 

It la reported that the influence of the C* S* U. is 
grgrring dally and that it recently has been recognized by the 
Uotion Ploture Produoers Association ae a separate bargaining 
agency* Herbert K, Sorrell continues to be the leading figure 
in the C* S. U» He was a form er Coszminist Party member* . Sorrell 
continues to be friendly with Pat Casey, labor liaison man for 
the Motion Picture Producers Association. It is reported that 
the C. S. U. supports all Communist fVon^ectivitie^in Hollywood* 

Motion Picture Labor Committee for PoITrY? ■ . . v '~: 


This co«aittee is presently working in coojunction with 
the United A. F. of L* Political Action Committee which takes in 
all sections of the Southern California area* The purposes of the 
Uotion Ploture Labor Committee are said to be identical with those 
of the Hollywood Democratic Committee, a Columnist front organization. 
Fifteen labor unions are presently affiliated with the Uotion Picture 
Labor Committee for Political Aotion. Not all those of the affiliated 
labor unions are Communist controlled; however, eight of the fifteen 
unions are said to be under the domination of Communist elements • It 
la reported that the Notion Picture Labor Committee for Political 
Aotion, as of liay, 1944 was 

As of June, 1944 it wasfeported that the ?'otion Picture Labor 
Co nniit tee for Political Action had joined with a number of Conmamist 
front organizations, including the Hollywood Democratic Committee, 
to aseist in local primary elections. These elections resulted In 
the defeat of Congressman John U* Costello, a member of the Dies 
Committee, and the nomination of Helen Qahagan Douglas, wife of 
actor Kelvin Douglas, in the 34th Congressional District* Urs* 

Douglaa and her husband hav^^^associatedw^Jwnimerous Connmnist 
organizations* 


<T . 

. \y 
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^IP*»-of L< Votes to Quat Reds and Faaolats 4 

The Loe Angeles Herald on July 11, 1944, carried jferwwLicle which 
stated that by a Tour to one vote delegates of the Central Labor Council, 

A. F« of L« had approved a constitutional amendment through which Communists 
and Fasclete will be barred from membership in that organization. The article 
stated that Villi am Green, national head of the A. F. of JL», asked for the . 
amendment whan he rejected a proposed new constitution for thb Council last 
ywar on the ground it failed to prohibit membership of » radicals .*• The 
vote was 153 to 44 In favor of the amendment, but approval oame only after 
a floor fight in which eome members objected to the use of the napes of 
Conmuniats or Fascists on the ground that it would causo less of some maabere. 

Possible labor VTar in Hollywood 


r . Ae of July, 1944, confidential informante have advised that there . . 
is a possibility of a labor* split among the Hollywood unions. This situation 
arose out of the dispute between the Motion Picture Alliance for the Preser- , 
vat ion of American Ideals (UFA), an anti-Comounist group of labor unions, and 
the Council of Hollywood Guilds and Unions, which includes a number of Com- 
munist-dominated labor groups. The latter organization undertook to combat 
the charges of Communlem levelled at the potion picture industry by the iiPA. 
Further information concerning both organizations is 3et out in Section II 
of this memorandum.. Ao a result of the dispute informants have reported that 
at least one jurisdictional dispute has arisen between a union of the anti- 
communist group and a union of the alleged Communist group. Thie occurred 
when Studio Carpenters' Local #946 objected to certain activities of the 
Studio Grips, Local B0-, IATSE, at the 20th Century Fox Studioe. Reportedly 
Herbert K. Sorrell, President of the Conference of Studio Uaione and a known i 

Communist Party member, is guiding and directing Jacos Skelton, business I 

representative of the Studio Carpenters' Union, in this dispute. Informants 
report that as of July, 1944, it is the opinion ol* many labor leaders in 
Hollywood tha^th^^^^^cthe beginning of a labor war in the motion picture 
Industry. 


United A. F. of L. Committee for Political Action 

^ In August, 1944, a reported split occurred In the above Committee 

over tho indorsement of certain political candidates. The Committee, over the 
strenuous objection of oert&ln Communist member® within it, withdrew indorse- 
ment of Hod Healy, candidate for Congrese in the 13th Congressional District 
--end Hal Styles who defeated John M. Coetello for the Democratic nomination in 
i^^rhe ijth Congressional District. These actions caused a violent internal 
^ , conflict within ths A. F. of L. ranig^. The local teanateiluniona led the 



fight against the Communist*. The Hollywood leaders of the Motion Pi o tare 
Labor Commutes for Political Action led the Comm unist fora s. Among the 
^gg^duale Identified as Comanlats by inforamnt flHpln t e latter group 
were Herbert K. Sorrell, Norval D. Pos ranee# 


In August, 1944, it was letJff? the Communists continued to 
lead the fight against withdrawal of endorsements of Styles and Healy by the 
United A* F. of L. Political Action Committee. According to informants, the 
only power of the A* F. of L. Committee is that of recommendation. Its 
aot ion mat be endorsed by 2/3 of all local bodies affiliated with it. The 
Communists reportedly used their influence with these affiliated bodies and 
prevented the top committee *s recommendation from being adopted. The 
principal arena of the fight was the Central Labor Council of Los Angeles 
arri the Communists, having secured control of this body, prevented adoption 
or the United Committee's recommendation. The Commnists in control of the 
tot ion Picture Labor Committee for Political Action led the fight aid finally 
won it for the Commnlat. ele ment. Fo^ Ij ^ts faason the endorsement of Styles 
and Healy was not withdrawn. " "* *~ 


Screen Writers' Guild 



. . 4 • 1 > • . ‘ 

In August, 1944, it was learned through the "Daily Variety , m trade 
paper of tha motion picture industry, that Mary McCall, Jr*, President of the " 
Screen Writers* Guild, had resigned. She was succeeded by Lester Cole .who had 
previously served as Vice President. Cole will serve as President until 

the annual election of the Guild in November, 1944. 

* ' 

Lester Cole, alias Lester Cohn, is a free lance writer employed at , 
.polumbia Studios. He is a Communist and is presently assigned to Chroup A-l 
(Writers), Northwest Section, Communist Political Association card number 
46805 for 1944. He has a long record of Co ran nl at and Commnist front activi- 
ties and is very active in the League of American Writers, the Hollywood 
Writers* Mobilization, the Hollywood Council of Quilds and Unions, and the 
Hollywood Democratic Committee, all of which are rscognized Communist front 
groups. 


Conference of Studio Unions 


During October, 1944, this bloc of ten unions was engaged in a strike 
situation in the nation picture industry. A jurisdictional dispute arose between 
the Associated Propertyuan, Local 44, I.A.T.S.E., and Screen Set Designers, 

Local 1421, A. F. of L. At first the set designers were supported by other 
unions in the Conference, principally the Moving Picture Painters, Local 644, 
and the Studio Machinists, Local 1185* \ 
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T-ln^t up on. one eide In the dispute ie the Conauut group, 
the Conference of Studio Unions, and on the other* tie anti- 
communist unions* Ae originally reported* the diepute mas to have been used 
by the Cotamnlet forces in an attempt to take over the memblcafelp of the 
opposition* Herbert 1C* Sorrell* who has been identified ae a former 
member of the Cosmuniat Party* has been in oharge of the affaire of the 
Communist bloc and Bichard Halsh, International President of the I.A.T.S.E. 
of Hew York City* and Hollywood* represents the opposition* 

laleh is said to have forced the Laboratory Technicians* Local 683* 
I.A.T.S.F., to withdraw from the Conference of Studio Unions* This union 
looal is described ae being thoroughly controlled by Communists* but in 
order to eave the local's charter it was agreed upon that the local mould 
withdraw from the Conference* This aotion was taken* However* it ia said 
that this has in no way changed any of the Commnlst oontrol of the union* 

'Ae Indicate^ above* one of the purpoeee of the Conference hae - 
been to attempt to take over anti-Coamniet unions in the motion picture 
studio. 'The following six unions are involved t 1* Studio Orips* Humber 80* 
I.A.T.S.E.* A. ?. of L« 2* Associated Fropertymen* Humber 44* I.A.T.S.E** V 
A* F* of L* 3. Studio Laborers, Humber 727* I.A.T.S.E., A* F*of L* 

4* Studio Electricians* Number 728, I.A.T.S.E., A, F. of L, 5* Studio 
Utility Norkere, Number 724, A* F. of L* 6. Studio Plasterere, Number 759, 
A* K* of L* 


*. - To counteract the attempt of the Conference* a meeting wae held on 

Friday, Ootober 27* 1944* sponsored by eome eeven unions of the motion pioture ' 
C induetry* at which time it was deolded to fora a counter-organisation to coat- . 
bat the inroad* of the Coanunlst elements and their attempt* through the 
t - Conference of Studio Unions* to take over the remainder of those unions* not 
yet controlled by Communist Influencee* 

The president of the new group ie Carl Cooper* West Coast representa- 
tive of the I.A.T.S.E.; the eecretary ie Joeeph P* Touhy, president and bueiness 
representative of the Studio Drivers (Teamsters), Local 399, Hollywood. The 
organisation hae not* as yet*' been given a name or title* although eeveral 
meetings have been held since the initial one* Furthermore* it ia said the 
new group'd aotivity hae been delayed to eome extent by virtue of the eleotlon 
oampalgns* It ie said that the formation of this organisation was the result 
s of a visit of Richard Ualeh, International President of the I.A.T.S.E. to 
I Hollywood* Valsh ie related to have warned eome of the local unions in the 

t motion picture induetry that Herbert 1C* Sorrell wae going to "gobble them 

. I all up if they didn't get busy." Sorrell* in combination 4ith the Council 
I “W t. 1 fc. I.-. central 22. 000 Of th. 

b^mmdOsOOO studio sorter*, 
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Lined up on oaa side in the dispute la the CcwmnftTCTroup, 
naoely the Conference of Studio Onions, and on tho other, A* *nti- 
Cgnmnlat unions. is originally reported, the dispute wms%o hove been used 
CaBBunist forces in an atteept to taka over the asalyrshlp of the 
opposition. Herbert K. Sorrell, s jmgwn Cottgunist, has be^x In charge of V f - — 

the affairs of the Coraaunist bloc and Richard Walan, IntemMienal President ' ' 
of the I.A.T.S.E. of New Xork City, and Hollywood, represents the opposition. 

Walah is eald to have forced, the Laboratory Technicians, Local 633, 
I.A.T.S.E., .to withdraw froa the Conference of Studio Unions. This union 
local is described as being thoroughly controlled by Canonists, but In YxV-'iV. 
order to save the local's charter it was agreed upon that the local would Y/v Y- 
wi their aw from the Conference. This action was taken. However, it la said 
that this has in no way changed any of the Comuni it oontrol of the union. 

t 

As indicated above, one of the purposes of the Conference has 
been to attempt to take over anti-Cownuniat unions in the action picture 
studio. The following six. unions are involved! 1. Studio Qrlpe, Number 80, %'u. 
I.A.T.S.E., A. 7. of L. 2. - Associated Propertyasn, Rubber UU, I.A.T.S.E., 

A. 7. of L. 3. Studio Laborers, Huatoer 727, I.A.T.S.E. , A. 7. of L. *■ • 

L. Studio Eleotrlclans, fforiber 728, I.A.T.S.E., A. 7. of L. $. Studio • .l *. 
Utility Workers, tfusber 72l*/A.7. of L. 6. Studio Plasterers, Ruaber 759,' *’' 

A. 7. of L. 

To oounteraot the attenpt of the Conference, a faceting was held on 
Friday, October 27, sponsored by sono seven unions of the notion picture 

Industry, at which tine it was decided to fora a counter-organisation to coo- 
bat the inroads of the Coaaunlst eleasnts and their attest, through the 
Conference of Studio Unions, to take over the reminder of those unions, not ;•/ - 

yet oon trolled by Conanrrt at Influences. 

'* • '■ * *, . ' '■ ' ' 

The president of the new group is Carl Cooper, Test Coast representa- 
tive of the I.A.T.S.E.) the secretory le Joseph P. Touhy, president and business 
represents ti vs of tho Studio Drive ro (loam tors), Local 399, Hollywood. The 
organisation has not, as yet, been given s naaa or title, although several 
■eatings have been held since the initial one. Furtheraore, it is said the 
new group's activity has boon delayed to sono extent by virtuo of the election 
canpaigno. It is said that tho Tarnation of this organization was the result 
of a visit of Richard Walsh, International President of the I.A*T.S.E. to 
Hollywood. Walsh is related to have warned sooe of the local *mir>nn in the 
action picture industry that Herbert K. Sorrell was going to ■ gobble thee 
all up If they didn't get busy." Sorrell, in combination with the Council 
of Hollywood Guilds and Unio ns, is said to be now in control of 22,00 0 of the 
30,000 studio workers. 
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Motion Picture labor Connittee for Political Action 


During the first part of October, 1944, it vu retorted that this 
organization composed of Hollywood Studio A. F. of L. union Upc al* r became 
ooirpletely Coamnnist controlled. At the beginning there were several non- 
Co minis t unions belonging to the Committee, but these unions, seeing the 
- predominance of Conainiste and their influence, dropped out of the Committee, 
leaving it in Couaoniet hands. This Political Action Committee mas affiliated 
with the United A. F. of L. Political Action Committee. It aleo cooperated 
wholeheartedly with the CIO Political Action Committee and also mas affiliated 
with the Hollywood Democratic Connittee. Its work centered primarily in the 
union. After the elections it is said there wae eome discussion among its 
functionaries as to whether the Committee ehould be kept intact. If it le 
kept in a permanent status undoubtedly it will assume a different type of 
work. 


Screen Cartoonists Guild 




This organization was formed in the early part of 1939 and in the 
spring of 1941. It secured a sub-charter of affiliation with tbs Moving 
Picture Painter's* Local Number 644, A. F. of L. It has approximately 1,000 
members and is composed of cartoonists, ecraen artists and animators engaged 
in the making of animated cartoons in the notion picture industry. Sines 
July, 1941, the Guild has followed the Comminlst program and has been 
affiliated with a. number of Conminist front groups, including the Conference 
of Studio Unions, the Hollywood Writers Mobilisation, the Sleepy Lagoon 
Defense Committee, the People's Educational Center, the Hollywood Democratic 
Connittee, tha Council of Hollywood Quilda and Unions, and the 15th District 
Congreseional Committee. Three of the organizers of the subject Guild are 
known CoEznunists , and the business representatives, William Pomersnce, who 
reprssenta the Guild politically, is described as one of the leading 
Comnunlste in the movia industry. Three of the firs delegates to the Loa 
Angeles Central Inbor Council of this Guild are Communist RalitlnuL i Aaaaala- 
tion members and formerly members of the Communist Party. 

Screen Writers Guild 




The Daily Worker for November 22, 1944, carried an article con- 
cerning the election of new officers in the Screen Writers Guild. The 
following people ware sleeted to official capacities: 

Esunet L&very - President [ 

James Hilton - 1st Tice President! 

Hugo Butlsr - 2nd Tice Pres id ant! 
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botlon Picture Labor Committee for Polltioal Action 

During the first part of October, 29bU, it was imported that this 
xr.tian composed of Hollywood Studio A, P. of L. unioi locale, became 
coop lately Coorauniat controlled. At the beginning there wire several non- 
Communist unions belonging to the C oral t tee, but these unioSST^Sesing the 
predominance of Communists and their influence, dropped out of the CozsBlttee, 
leaving It in Communist hands. This Politloal Action Committee was affiliated 
with the United A. F. of L. Political Action Comal ttee. -It also cooperated 
wholeheartedly with the 010 Political Action C emit tee and also was affiliated . 
with the Hollywood Democratic Condtteo* Its work centered primarily In the ) ' 
union. « After the elections it is eald there was some discussion among its --k- 
functionaries as to whether the Committee e herald be kept intact. If it is 
kept In a permanent status undoubtedly it will assume a different typo of 
work. 


Screen Cartoonists Guild' 


r . i - 




.-This organisation was formed in the early part of 1929 and in this 
spring of 19lil. It secured a sub-charter of affiliation with the Moving 
Picture Painters' Local ffuaber 6Ui, A. P. of L. It has approximately 1,000 
members and is coqpoaod of cartoonists, e croon artists and animators engaged 
In the me king of sniaatod cartoons in the motion picture Industry. Since 
July, 15 hi, the Guild has followed the Conauniat program and has bsan 
affiliated with a number of Coonuniat front groups, including the Conference 
of Studio Uhions, the Hollywood TTriters Mobilisation, the Sleepy Lagoon 
Defense Committee, the People's Educational Center, the Hollywood Democratic 
Cooaittee, the Counoil of Hollywood Guilds and Unions, and the l£th District 
.Congressional Committee. Three of the organisers of the subject Guild are 
"known Communists, sad the business representative, Trillion Who 

represents the Guild politically, is dosorlbod as one of the leading 
Coanunlsts in the movie industry. Three of the five delegates to the Loo 
Angolec Csntrol Labor Council of this Quild are Coaaunist Political Associa- 
tion meabera and fornorl^^^|r^^_the Communist Party. 

Screen ITritors Guild ~ 
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The Doily Worker for Hoyeabor 22, 19liU, carried an article con- 
cerning tho election of now offiesra in ths Screen flritera Guild. The 
following pooplo were alocted to official capacities: 




Earaat Lnvory - 
Janes Hilton - 
Hugo Bustler - 

•'■■v: - i3- „ 


Presidont 

1st Vice President 




I ; 


J 





Ring Lardner* Jr. - 
Howard Ss tab rook _«• 
Michael Kanin 


Board of Dlractora 


3rd Tic* Proa 
Secretary 

Treasurer 



Bolton Truabo 
Marc Connolly 
Elmar Rico . 

Talbot Jennings 
Shari dan Gibney 
Albert Beckett 
Frajtcau Goodrich 
John Howard Lawson 
Oliver H. P. Oarrett 
Oordon Kahn 
Richard Collins 
Botty Reinhardt 
Jo Swrling 
Harold Bucknun 
Arthur Kobor 


As ong the above are msaorous noaos linked previously with the 
Coraunlst movement in varying capacities. The following is a brief description 
oX the connectiono of each of those persons reported to have Cassunlst of filiations t 

" . / . Snot In very is also Chairman of the Hollywood Writers 
v Hobili ration, a Conauaiet front. 

J&aos Hilton io affiliated with the Hollywood Writers 
Stabilisation. 

Howard SaUbrook is presently Secretory of the Holly- 
wood writers Uobiliaritlon. 





Hichnel Kanin is a reported Comnuniat sympathizer. 

Dolton Truabo is a known Coaraunist. 

Uarc Connelly is a naober of the nollyvood Writers 

Mobilization and according to a reliable 
informant has engaged in Coaanmist gotivltiee. 
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Talbot Jftnnlngit i* a reported. Ccasunist 

Sheridan Glbcay v*a a scaber of the Loaguo of 
flritcro, a Coonmlst front. 

Albert Unckatt is h auaLar of tim Kollywood Writers 
Itobili&atioo, 

Francos Goodrich la a aaabar of the Hollywood Qrltara 
““ " ” ifcblliaation. . . •: 

John noward Lurson io a krvoro C o w anl st. 



Gordon Ralm io a known Conrauniat. 

Richard Collins Is a known Coenunlat. 

Harold Buchaan la a known Cowunlet. 

■ y* f ' . • ■* 

■ ‘ <* 

Iho following, according to the Dolly Workor, lo the new pro^rnfc 
cf activity of tho Ccroon TTritore Qulld; 




• 'A. 


"1. Full eaployasat for a croon writers utilising to 
tiio Xulloat extent tho advent of television and 
tho expansion of the educational and ooeaercinl 
filaj with special attention to the rapid plnce- 
aant of returning wrltora discharged after service 
with the aroad forces or in govemnont bureaus. 

*2. Construction of a Guild Cantor building, housing 
enployo groups in tho industry, with, coating 
hails, projection rooaa, auditoriua, library, etc. 
(together with other guilds and unions in the 
Council of Hollywood Guilds and Unions). 


«3. kstabliahasent of s foreign ooployaant cxchango 

for the purpose of supplying trained writers and'' 
w workers of all categories to notion picture 
producors in other countries j establishment of 
foreign language clesfleo. 11 

(Daily Worker, 11-22-Ui, p.ll) 
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[erenoe o f Studio Pniona 


During flovwnber, 1944, this Cammlst dominated grt>ip under the 
leadership of Herbert K. Sorrell continued to be Involved in {several labor 
jurisdictional disputes with the International Alliance of Theatrical Stage 
I Aaployeea (I.A.T.3.3.). While these disputes continued to appear purely 
L Jurisdictional, in fact, according to lnforaants, thay sere fewuted by 
Cosuraniat elements for the purpose of breaking I.A.T.S.E. Uniono.. At the 
present tine, tie principal controversy la between the Screen Set Directors, 
V an A. V. of L. affiliate of Sorrell's union; the painters, and local 44 of 
the Associated Propertywea, I.A.T.S.K. , A strike has been threatened unleos 
v Wllliaa Green, President of the Aaerlean moderation of labor, gives In to 
Sorroll vi to has the backing of his International Union, the International 
Brotherhood of Painters, Faperhangera and Decorators of Acerica, A* F. of L. 
Tho International President of this Union is 5. P. Lindelof, who supports 
Sorrell. Lindelof, according to the lnfonumt, has long be on aware that 
Sorrell Is a Gowtunint. 


Another controversy which baa arisen during Sovesber, 1944, in- 
directly involving the Conference of ^tudlo Unions, has the following 
background! s ‘ 

The hot Ion Picture Producers Aonociatlon, which has boon 
In existence for many years, is cospcsed of representatives 
frva all the oajor studios in the flln indue try. A port of the 
Association is celled the "hays Office of Censorship" which 
approves or disapproves the content of pictures. 

A rift has developed in tbs Association. Earner Brothers 
'* has announced its withdrawal to take effect within six aoctha - 
that tins being required because the rules of the Association 
require six Booths notice of withdrawal. The reasons given by 
Warnor Brothers for severing relations are that the Studio 
objects to tho method of handling labor relations by Fat 
Casey who oones under the influauco of the Kays Office. Also, 
Warner Brothers objects to tho type of Censorship exorcised 
b/ the Kayo Cffioe. Tho principle involved in thie dispute 
between Earner brothers and tho Hays Office in tho natter of 
censorship Is that tamer Brothers objects to the censorship 
of what it terns "educational" content of tho action picture. 

In tlds case what is really aeant is "political" content. 

Another point on which there is dissgreeaent Is the natter of 
labor relations. The Kays Office and the Casey Office have been 
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bargaining with two different groups, the I.A.T.S.E. 

Basle Agreement Crafte, all A, F. of L. Within these lfcwo groups 
ere has arisen what is called the Conference of Stn&o Unions, 
a Conan nist controlled group of key crafts under the leadership 
of Herbert K, Sorrell, a former Commnist, ^ 


Warner Brothers has announced that it will conduct its 
labor relations department separate from the Hays and CaBey 
Offices and will recognise for bargaining purposes the Con- 
ference of Studio Unions, This will give official recognition 
for the first time to the Communist leadership in the Holly- 
wood Studio Unions, In this regard the informant has pointed 
out that Warner Brothers appears to have been consistently 
Tearing in the direction of Communist influence for some time. 


♦ 


Screen Actors Guild » . 

The December ZL, 1944, issue of the "Worker" carries an article 
on page eleven which announces that Hollywood extras and bit players voted 
in a National Labor Relations Board election three to one for affiliation * 
with the Screen Players Union (un&f filiated) over the Screen Actors Guild 
(A.F.L. ), The article states that the extree and bit players were formerly 
class *B" non-voting members of the Screen Actors Guild, Votes were cast 
by more than 1,900 of 3,300 eligible actors. The election took place on 
December 17, 1944, 

Previously the "Daily Worker" for September 18, 1944, advised 
that the Screen Players Union had been actively blaming the Screen Actors 
build for not consummating negotiations for better wages and working con- 
ditions, It wae reported in this first article that the Screen Players 
Union had invited 2,500 extras to a mass meeting "to ask them if they 
wouldn't like to have their present checks of $5,50, $8,25 and $10,50 
upped to a mininum of $16,50 with present $16,50 checks raised a couple . 
of bucks more," The September 18, 1944, article in effect criticizes 
the Screen Players Union, However, the December 21, 1944, article appeared 
very impartial. 


The December 21, 1944, article advised that immediately after 
the above referred to election Qeorge Burphy, president of the Screen 
Actors Guild, called a meeting of hie executive board to consider steps 
to be taken in defense of what the Guild considers its Jurisdiction, 

It was explained in the article that the only voting a embers of the Ouild 

t. m t m — *1 » 1 L. _ V 1^1 . _ $ -a - 
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The "Barker" article said that it appeared nnllkaly tSo Screes 

stated that his 

all meting work 


A o tore Ouild would challenge the election, although Morphy 
;v\j? Ik |lna would ■continue to exert exclusive jurisdiction over 

*PBb 


■yjT 


■ * «■ 


industry," 

It was related that during the pre-election contes’ET'the Screen 
Actors Guild told its "E" neabaru they would loo a A.F.L. benefits If the 
Screen Flayers Onion won, since the president. Trillion Green, A. P. of L., 
would not pornit any A. F. L.~ un i o n hut the Screen Actors Ouild to taka 
Jurisdiction over the extras. - the Screen Flayers Onion reportedly countered;, 
with e cXalq that it had been Issued a barter by an A. F. L. international 
union which it did not nans, although -dt was believed, according to the 
article, In Hollywood that the international union involved is the Inter- 
national Alliance of Theatrical Stage Employees. 

The article in the "Horkor” wan ended by stating that the Screen 
Flayers Union victory cu Inina ted a long period of dlscati o faction mtxxig < 
non-voting "B" neabero of the Screen Actors Ouild, aost of whoa felt they 
were voiceless and desired a change. :: < r ' . 


•L-' 


J 
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Later, the Jnmary I9tg issue of the "Daily lorker" carried 
an articl e on page h to the effect that "B Masiberahip" of tho Sore on 
Actors Guild worn scheduled to bo abolished as of Fobruory 1, 1 9h5» w 
a result of a special aoetlng of "the EoArd of Directors of ti«» Screen 
aritera Union, at which tino steps ware considored following a National 
Labor Iielutiern Board certification of the new Screen Players Union, as 
the collective bargaining agent for all extras. 

Thin article stated that heretofore, extras comprised the "B- 
ftxi-Yoting-ifaabershlp" of the Screan Actors Guild, and that henceforth 
there would bo "A" and 0 A~J" weabershlpa in tlie Screen Actors Guild - "A" 
for actors as ouch, "A-J 55 for junior aotors and bit playwrs. It was also 
stated tliat extras who also do bit parts would probably maintain their 
Screen Actors Guild rse-'*beruhlp fer their bit work; end ctonbers hlp in Mio 
Screen Flayurs Union for their extra work, 

Conference of Studio Unions , 

The January 16, 19L5 iasuo of the Doily UorLor carries an article 
on pogu $ which ia cm titled "10 A. F. L. Hollywood Unions Back Canpaign 
for Harry Bridges. " This article states that thousands of Hollywood novio 
studio workers who ora ncr.bc rs of 10 A. F. of L. affiliates have voted to 
support Harry Bridges in Ida fight ngainst deportation. It 'too reported 
in tho ai*ticlo that acting through tho Conforanco of Studio Unions, tho 
Kukors wired tho Attorney General and tho Pro aidant asking an lxsaodi&te 
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termination of deportation proceedings, ae veil as the grantapDog of citizen- 
ship to Bridges. Herbert K, Sorrell, A. ?. of L, Palntsr *e leader and 
■MMident of the Conference of Studio Unions, is eald to haw signed the 
article lists the Unions represented in the conference as, 

Screen Cartoonists Guild, Screen Office Employees Guild, Screen Set Designers, 
Screen Story Analysts Guild, Screen Publicists Guild, Speciat^Of fleers and 
Guards Local 193, Film Technicians, Motion HetjtrjM^ach^ilsts, Mo ring Picture 
Painter* and Service Employees Local 278. 

. Information vas received in January, 1945, concerning the jurisdictional 
dispute between this group and the International Association of Theatrical and 
Stage Employees, It Is said that Sorrell hae threatened to call a strike of the 
set dressers to enforce the conference 's demands for control of this craft* The 
dispute Is a part of a general program instituted by Cocrunist controlled unions 
In Hollywood to Invade the jurisdiction of the IATSE which issald to be generally 
opposed to Communist Infiltration, Confidential Informant MH^statss that 
the Coamniete are reviving the Browne-Bio ff affair by demanding a Senate 
investigation of the release of these two man from prison, claiming they will . 
again appear in the union affairs in Hollywood, The informant pointed out T . 
that this is being done for propaganda purposes. The same source has referred 
to a eerlee of work stoppages in the studioe for a period of several months, 
ending In .January, 1945, which he said are ostensibly caused by jurisdictional 
disputes between ths set dressers and the set designers. The informant pointed 
out that in reality this has been a process used by Conunlst controlled unions 
to maintain the •militancy" of the for the 

sympathy of members other unions, 


Radio writers Guild 

The January 24, 1945 issue of the Dally Worker carries an article 
announcing that this Guild hae been organized on a national basis, and that 
funds for its national budget have been supplied by the Authors League of 
America, The article announced that objects for 1945 for this organization 

are* 


Negotiation of hational contracts for radio 
news and continuity writers working for the 
national chains, 

Negotiations for a. national Mi nimum basis 
agreement for all free lance writers. 


The near National Secretary is Dorothy Bryant, described as previous 
'Secretary of the Radio Writers Guild, Eastern Region and before that executive 
-secretary of the Chorue Equity Association, It was voted that disch arged 
serviceman would be exedpt from the standard 1 10, 00 initiation fee. 
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SC REEK WRITERS GUILD 


vi 

t 


1 


/■' *■ 


The SorMfi Writer# Ouild* an affiliate of the Authors League of 
A^^ea* Inc , , mas organised in 1933* It la said to he the first union 

the cultural field In the notion picture industry to! cone under the 
devaluation of the Communists and Communist sympathiser*. It mas approximately 
1300 Members* of which about 100 are reported to be cambers oKthe Cossnunlst 
Pa^ty. In addition* a great many of ita members are aaaociatea of Communists 
-and are alleged to be sympathetic to Comaunlst ideology and have been active 
in Coamuaiat dominated organisations* The Screen Writers Guild has given 
prestige to the Coesmniet movement in Bollywood and has taken the lead in the 
organised cultural union groups in folloaing the Coasmnlst Party line* 

John Howard Lawson* Robert Roasen* Lester Cole* Hugo Butler* Waldo 
Salt and Ring Lardner* Jr. reportedly arc among the l e adi n g C ommu nists who 
have been officials in this guild and who have been nost influential in sh&p- 
inc its policies. 


Officers of the Screen Writers Guild* Inc. 

j 

The June* I945 issue of "The Screen Writer,® e magazine published 
by the Screen Writers Ouild* listed the following individuals as officers of 
this organisation t 


President - 


Lavenri 


According to information in the file of the Los Angeles 
Office* Lav cry is a native born citisen whose hose is Poughkeepsie* 
Tork. Be is a graduate of the fardhaa Law School and is a 


m a a . n r 

iOTMr 1MUVCW OX VOO HbWUV wWiLU^^u, Ve VS 

He is comparatively new in the motion picture industry and for the 
pest three years has continually associated with Communists and 
has beon used by them an a front for various organisations. He 
was formerly connected with the Federal Theater Project in Kew Tork 
City. Ho claims to be an ardent foe of rod-baiting and stated that 
despite the fact he is not a Communist he has suffered considerably, 
particularly on the Federal Theater Project, from red-baiting. Al- 
though no documentary evidence is contained in the file which would 
indicate Lavery is a aesber of the Communist Party, he has been 
chairman of the Hollywood Writers Mobilization and was also, a member 
of the Executive Board of the Hollywood Democratic Committee, both 
of which are said to be Communist dominated organisations. 



A _ A. 


First vice rresiaent - rving wtrunvx, 


Jr. i 


Lardner was formerly a member of Branch A— 1, , Worths as t 
Section of the Los Angeles County Conmniat Party. Iaj July of 1945* 
-he was reliably reported to be a member of the Beverlsjr Westwood 
Cultural Group of the Communist Political Association^ 


Second Vic* President - Frances Goodrichs 

She has been act It# in the Hollywood Writer* Mobilisation, 
said to be & Coomordst dominated organisation. 


Third Vice President — Gordon Kahns 


He vu formerly a member of Branch 1-1, Northeast Section 
of the Los Angeles County ttmanrrtst Party. In July of l?li5 bo was 
reliably rep o r t ed to be a xnanber of the Communist Political Associa- 
tion. He is the Managing Editor of "The Screen Write r^ a r.^iztn a 

« hed by the Screen Writers Guild. According to- 
a paid Inf o m an t of the Los Angeles Offloe, 
llywood Writers Mobilisation and the Hollywood Democratic Coo> 
alttee, both of which organisations are said to be Cosararriat dedna- 
ted. 



Secretary — Bcarard Eatabrooks 

Although there ia no docuaantaiy evidence of Estabrook’s 
Bdabership in the Ccwnxnlat Party, he baa been active in numerous 
Co u n an lst front organisation* and was a sponsor of ths American 
Tooth for Democracy. ■ 


Treasurer - Michael Kanins 


There is no documentary evidence in the Los Angeles Office 
which would prove that Kanin la a member of the Coocunist Party. 
However, be has reportedly been active in a amber of Cacranist 
front organisations and is known to have contributed $ 10.00 to the 
"People* a World", reported Beat Coast Ccasnardst news organ, during 
the fund drive of that publication In l?hii» . 


' Executive Committee 


The following Individuals, who were listed in the June, 1&5 issue 
of "The Screen Writer" as nrasbera of the Executive Committee of the Screen 
Writers Guild, have been reported to be either Coocunists or Communist 
sympathizers: Richard Collins 5 Oliver H. P. Garrett; Sheridan Gibney; John 
Howard Lawson; Dalton Tr u a b o; Albert Hackett; Joe Sworling; Harold Buchsan; 
Frank Fartos. 


Actlvitlea 

A review of the second report of the Un-American Activities Coned t— 
tee in California, which is the report of the Joint Fact Finding Coemit toe 
to the 56th California Legislature, published in Sacramento , California, in 
~ revealed the naees of the individuals who signed the 0 ill to the various 

American writers congresses of the League of American Write Both the 
American Writers Congress and the League of American Writer^ are said to have 
been Ccsaxunist dominated. The First Are rl can Writers Congress was held in 
Hew fork City in ISO 5 and the Fourth and last American Writers Congress was 
held In Hear Tork City, in l?i*l* At the 191*1 Congress John Howard Lawson and 
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Albert k’altz, both members of the Screen Writer# Guild, ’were elected Rational 
Vico Presidents of the League of American Writers* It is pertinent to know 
that the League of American Writers organisation was discontinued in the latter 
part of 1?U3. During the tine it was in operation, however, | it was reported to 
have been cooplctely Comrnni at dominated » It is also of interest to note that 
ilBBbftr of the aofcers of the Screen Writers Guild were instructors in the 
League of Anerican Writers school in Hollywood, California* I 


Older questioning before the California Legislature Joint Fact Find- 
ing Camittee, Join Howard Larsen and I'&rc Connelly, both of whan are nenbers 
of the Screen Writers Guild, adnitted that they, together with Robert Rossen, 
also a ranker of the Scrw«n Writers Guild, were the real organ! 2 era of the 
Cocmmistw In the action picture industry *ad stated that they had carried the 
brunt of the early organisational work, > 


When A le xa n der Trachtenberg. Rational Educational Director of the 
Cormuniat Party, rial ted Los Angeles in February, 1?L3, he held conferences 
with various Cornainist writers who were members of the Screen Writers Guild, 
among whan wore John Howard Lawson, Robert Rossen, Albert Malts and Waldo Salt* 

PubllcaH one •. ’ • 


The Screen Writers Guild has published the Screen Writers Qulld 
Rill at in since at least 2?b2* This publication is a tabloid sized paper con- 
sisting of four to eight pages. It has reported the activities of the Guild, 
the ccnaittee, the election of officers and tho screen correspondence of coo- 
bars of the Guild. It also reports much of the activities of the Hollywood 
Writers Mobilisation, particularly insofar as it concerns the activities of 
the 3creen Writers Guild, It is pertinent to note the Screen Writers Ouild 
reportedly was very influential in helping to organise the Hollywood Writers 
Mobilisation, 

In June of l?b5 the Guild began the publication of the magazine 
entitled "The Screen Writer" . This magazine is about the size of the "Readers 
Digest" and is to be published nonthly. 


There is set out below the names of the individuals who are said 
to conprlae the officers and Editorial Committee of "The Screen fcritcr"* 


Editor 

Managing Editor 
Editorial Cooalttee 



Of these, according to the 


Dalton Truabo 

Gordon Kahn ^ 

Ring Lardner, Jr. 

Robert Andrews 
Theodore Strauss 
Earl Felton 
Lamar Trotti 
Arnold Manoff ^ . . 

Frank Partos j 

Michael Hogan I 

confidential records of Elisabeth Benson, 


- 22 


k 


secretary of organisation tod membership director of tho larthwest Section of 
tli '* Los Angeles County Communist Party, Dalton Truxbo, Gordon Kahn, Ring Lerdner, 
Jr. and Arnold ttanoff were asmbers of the Communist Political 'lAsoclatlcn as 
of July, 1945 • Of tho others, Lamar Trottl received a cultural award fro* 
tbepublicatlon "Sew tosses 1 * for his work In the notion picture "Wilson." _ v . 

ffllnre Straues has been discussed in "The Screen Writer" a| a former film 
reviewer for the "New York Times" before be began to write f|r the screen* 
Recently he was observed by Bureau Agents at meetings in the bow of Richard 
? Collins, a screen writer and known Comunlst. Trank Pantos, a former secretary 
of the Screen Writers Guild, has also been an associate of many Communists 
- In tbs past* Ko ixasdlate Information was available concerning the Communist 
V ■ tendencies of Bari Felton and KLchasl Bogan. 

^ Known Coaunnlsts In the Screen Writers Onlld 

Documentary evidence In .the possession of the Los Angeles Office 
reflects that approximately 100 meabors of the Screen Writers Guild were 
members of tho Coawo.nl st Political Association in July of 1945* The docu- 
mentary evidence mentioned is comprised of reproductions obtained fraa the 
confidential records of Elisabeth Benson, secretary of organisation and 
membership director of the Xortbwest Section of the Los Angeles County 
CoBsonlst Party. The members of the Screen Writers Guild, Who were listed 
as members of the Communist political Association as of July, 1945, are as - 
follows* 





JOHN HOWARD LAWSON 
RICHARD COLLINS 
ALVJLH BES5IB 
JNSET OOLULRD 
CHARLES LEONARD . - 
W. L. RIVER 
ROBERT MELTZEB 
kstard caoooaov 

SIDNEY BUCHHAS 
HE2TRT BLANKFORT 
RUTH toIEN NET . 
RAT SPESCER • 
MADELINE BOROUGH 
JOHN NEXUS! ■ 


ANNE FROELICH 
MAURICE CLARK. 
GE030E BZSt 
MAC BSSOF, ' 
LILLI TO J ME S 
DAN JAKES 
CTRIL CPAAS 
PRANK BA VI? ~ 


TOSS SLESSIHGER (Deceased) 
RICHARD BRAN STEM 
MOftTOK GRANT 
VIOLA BROTHERS SHORE 
HOBEST BOSSES 


The members of the Screen Writers Guild listed below who ere known 
to have been members of the Communist Party, hare been on special leare from 
the Party since 1942: 

EVERETT WEIL, eke Everett Wile y 

ASA BORDASES 

JEROME CHODOROV ^ 

CARL PO RERAN 
ROBERT KELTEER 
MORTIMER 0PFNER 
GORDON RIGBT 
STANLEY RUBIH 
SOL SnOR 
ARTHUR STRAIN 
LOO AICSTER 
IRVING WHITE 
SOL BAEZKAS 

John Bright, e member of the Screen Writers Guild and known to hare 
been a member of the Communist Party, transferred to the Hew York Branch of 
the Coasraniot Party in 1942. 


Screen Writers Guild Members Connected with OBI OVFRrr.Ar FILM PROGRAM 

Ae of July, 1945, over fifty writers all members of the Screen Writers 
Guild, hare been working on scripts for pictures produced in connection with 
the OBI Overseas Film Program. The Writers Mobilisation has named an editorial 
board which directs the activity of the Hollywood Writers Mobilisation in con- 
nection with the OH Overseas film Program. Among the editorial board members 
are the following members of the Screen Writers Guild: 

JOHN HOWARD LAWSON 
MARC CCCJ NELLY 
SIDNEY BOORMAN 
CHARLES BRACKETT 
JOHN HOUSEMAN 
ROBERT ROSSES 
HOWARD E5TAB300K 
HOWARD KOCH 
HARRY TUG END 
TALBOT JENNINGS - 24 - 




Ill of tho above-mentioned writers have been described as either 
Coamnlst Party aesfcers, associates of known Cow uniats or oadbers of organiza- 
tions allegedly oontrolled by known Cowronlsta. f 


or s^dbei 

>6d Vritei 
Quilf hoi 


in addition to their activities in the Hollywood Writers Mobilisation, 
Ov,I Overseas film Program neaber* of the Screen Writers Qoil| bare also boon 
active In the Hollywood Deco era tic Comaittoe, a political organisation which 
baa no official connection with the Democratic Party of California. John 
Howard Lawson* a Coasnmist Party aesber, was ono of tho or ginl lore of tho 
Hollywood Daaocratic Committee and Information has beon obtained from & tech- 
nical snrrelllance aalntalncd on Lawson that George Pepper, the Executive 
Secretary of the Hollywood Daaocratic Cocci t tee, confers with Lawson in order 
to obtain Instruction as to the policies and activities of the Cocaittoe. 

On June t, 1945, this organization changed its name to the Hollywood Independent 
Citizens Coanlttee of the Arts, Sciences and Professions. Among the members 
of the Tcreen Britcrs Guild elected to the ^iecutivc Council of the latter 
awntionni organization arc the following i 


SmiET BOCHUAJI 
MARC CO SHELL! 

HABSX EURSTTZ 
JDHS DOHA ED LASSOS 
JACK 10SS 
WILLIAM POHERAWCE 
JO STALING 
OP.SOS WtLLSS 
MORRIS CORK 
HOWARD KOCH 
EWET LATEST 
MART C. KcCALL 
HAT PrEHIW 
UAH IQS SPITZER. 

D ALTON THUU50 


All of the above-named meahers of the Screen Lritera Guild have 
either been acabers of tho Conauniot Political Association or have boon con- 
nected with organizations reportedly dooinated by tho Coamnlst Party in tho 
past. 

* 

SCREES CARTOONIST? GUILD 


Los Angelos, California, 
an informant, or the Saw Angeles Office, advised that Maurice Howard hoc con- 
tinued an business representative for tho Screen Cartoonists Guild. The 
motion picture trade magazine "Variety* in its issue of June 22, 1945, carried 
a news item to the effect that tho following individuals bad been elected to 
'the offloes in the Screen Cartoonists CAiildt i 


President 
Vice President 
Treasurer 

Recording Secretary 
Executive Secretary 

Warden 


Ace Gamer I 

Say Patio \ 

Cornett Wood 7 
Charlotte Adana 
Cedi Beard 
Roger Delay 


Of the above; it e ho aid be noted that Charlotte Adana and. Cecil Beard 
were known to the Loe Angeles Office as members of the Los Angeles County Com- 
munist Political Association as of August 14* 1945* The trustees of thie 
organisation ware said to be Bolus Jonee, Paul Julian and JaclfBailey. Jack 
Bailey was known to the Los Angeles Office as a member of the jConmunist Political 
cAaflttfg&lcn as of August 14* 1945* 


Information has also been received to the effect tha£ Earl Klein was 
} named editor of "The Animator," which is the official magaslnc of the Screen 
Cartoonists Qulld. A copy of the July, 1945 issue of "The Animator* wae ob- 
tained and is being retained in the Los Angeles files* This issue of "The 
Animator* contained articles which stressed the theae that screen cartoonists 
- work for a peanut 3 " and described the notion picture producers as being un- 
scrupulous, profit-mad individuals. This issue also carried favorable consents 
concerning the Council of Bollywood Guilds and Unions, a Communist controlled 
organisation. 


Th« Conference of Studio Unions 


This block of studio unions played the major role in the notion 


group of set dressers as an excuse. The dispute wae between the Conference 
of Studio Unions and the International Alliance of Theatrical Stage Employees - 
JLPL. The Informant advised that the present dispute was the third attempt in 
eight years by the Communist element to capture or disrupt the IATSE, which has 
always opposed Communist infiltration of its ranks. The Cotuaunist issue was 
raleed in the strike and the dispute largely revolved about that queetion 
rather than around the usual issues of wages, hours or working conditions. 


belonging to the Conference of Studio Unions, newspapers reaching tho general 
public smothered thie angle of the controversy. The informant attributed 
thie fact to the desire of the moving picture industry to keep the public from 
knowing that there was any basis for the threatened investigation by the 
■*ankin Commit tee" of the Conmijmist influence in Hollywood, publications of 
the IATSE, however, stressed this feature of the labor dispute but distribution 
of such publications reached relatively few people. 


Confidential Inforwan 
generally believed to be tbe re 




tated that although the strike was 
Communist activity throughout groups 


picture strllD^takenup separately elsewhere in thie eectlon. Confidential 
Inf orman flf^HHHHRdvlsed that the strike by the Conference of Studio 
Unions wasno^^ie^timate labor dispute but rather a strike by a group of 
CoaEnuniet dominated locals using the question of jurisdiction over a small 


The informant etated that Herbert K. Sorrell, head of the Conference 
r * of Studio Unions and leader of the strike, who the informant described as a 
known Comcmnlst, called for and received the support of the Communist Party 
locally and to some extent throughout the United States. Sorrell reportedly 
had contact with the Rational Consaittee of the Consunist Party in Hew York 
through Louis Teinstock, Rational Committeeman, and was promised support by 
the^arr angwe nt for picket lines in front of theaters. : 1 
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Background 


STRIKE IN MOTION PICTURE INDUSTRY 
MARCH 12 TO OCTOBER 29, 1945 



The notion pic tare Industry strike, which started on March 12, 1945* 
was precipitated as the result of t Jurisdictional dispute as to whether 77 
set designers were to be represented by Local Union 14 2 1, Screen Set Designers, 
an affiliate of the Conference of Studio Unions, or Local Union 44, an affiliate - 
of the International Alliance of Theatrical Stage Employees - AFL. The strike 
was settled on October 29, 1945* Herbert K. Sorrell, a former Communist, is 
president of the Conference of Studio Unions and was recognised as the leader 
of the strike. Richard A. Waleh Is president of the International Alliance of 
Theatrical Stage Employees - AFL, the union which opposed Sorrell’s Conference 
of Studio Unions In this labor dispute* 

This strike was not called in an attempt to gain an Increase in 
wages or better working conditions for the union members but was purely political 
in character. It was, in fact, an attempt on the part of the Conference of ; 
Studio Unions to break the International Alliance of Theatrical Stage Employees 
Group of 1FL Unions, which has always opposed Communist Infiltration and domina- 
tion. 


Lack of Comunlst Activity In Strike Prior to July 26, 1945 

No Communist activity favoring this strike was noted from Its In- 
ception on March 12, 1945 to July 28, 1945. During this period, the Communist 
Party line was one of collaboration, which was adopted at the time Russia was 
Invaded by Germany In Jhne of 1941. In view of this fact, the Comnnnist Party 
did not support this strike since the Party line clearly advocated no strikes 
which would interfere with the prosecution of the war inasmuch as Russia was 
in need of all possible aid from the United States. 

On July 28, 1945, the Communist Political Association reverted to 
the tsnets of the Communist Party of the United States and at that time, 

William Z. Foster, the new National Chairman of the Cosuunist Party, announced 
the Party would return to the Uarxist-Lenlnlst line of revolutionary action. 
Sines this strike lasted from March 12 to October 29, 1945, * period which 
bridged the change in furthering this strike after July 26, 1945, is plainly 
apja rent, ’ 

Cosomnlst Participation in the Strike after July 28, 1945 , 

Immediately after the change In the Party line, tjie Communist pr ess 
began to support the strike and the Cotamnlst front organisations came out • 
openly in support of the strikers. The Communist Party and) Its various branches 
in tbs localities affected by the strike began to Issue leaflets calling on all 
the workers to man the picket lines. It was plainly visible ?C~that time that 


w/ 


the Communist Party and its a«mb«rs were whipping the situation toward the 
▼iolent stage. | 

M*.. On October 5, 1945. mass picketing began and thousands of persons, 
ninety per cent of whoa had no connection with the fil* industry, appeared on 
the picket lines at Warner Brothers Studios in Burbank, Calixernia. The 
strikers concentrated on this particular studio although the sane tactics were 
used on others, particularly Paramount, Columbia and RKD. 


As a result of what amounted to mob action, during the first week 
of October, 1945. several hundred persons who had gathered at the Warner Brothers 
Studio gates were injured. The violence reached such a pitch that the com- 
munity around Warner Brothers Studios was closed to both traffic and the public. 
During the period from October 5 to October 28, 1945. violence and mob action 
wae rampant and the local law enforcement authorities seemed to be helpless 
or loath to carry out their duty of restoring order by enforcing an injunc- 
tion which had been issued by the Los Angeles State Superior Court against 
nob action on the picket lines. At one tine, mass arrests were made but this 
seemed only to increase the violence. . ^ ..i . .. 

■ - . . . -JV. -T * ■*;>.' 

The violence which occurred in connection with this strike was so 
flagrant and law enforcement so inefficient that an Interim Conlttee on Lam 
Enforcement of the State Assembly of California began an investigation of the 
law enforcement authorities for failure to enforce the lav. Judging from the 
attitude and statements made by members of this Interim Committee, they appeared 
to be an&sed at the influence of the Communists on the public officials of 
Los Angeles City and County and the State of California, who now appear to 
have been very susceptible to the political pressure the Coaaunlst apparatus 
exerted at that time. 

This strike was settled on October 29, 1945. when an agreement was 
reached between Eric Johnston, film ca&r, and high AFL Union officials in a 
conference at Cincinnati, Ohio. Immediately after this settlement. It was 
reported the strike had been called off under a makeshift settlement and that 
the Communists were preparing to reopen the fight in the near future. However, 
as of January 4, 1946, there was no indication that an Inwiediate resumption 
of this strike would take place in the motion picture industry. 


The leading Communist front organisations which took an active part 
in this strike are as follows: 


Bollywood Independent Citlsens Committee of the Arts, 
Sciences and Professions 
International Workers Order 
Bat lo ral Lawyers Guild , !■' 

Southland Jewish Conalttea j 

Beverly-Westwood Democratic Committee . 4 
Bollywood Women's Council $■ 

Council of Hollywood Guilds and Unions - , , ' 


Loft Angeles County Control Committee of |*e Democratic 

_ . . .. Scroexx Vritera Guild I 

CIO Industrial Union Council of Los A n gelas 

Since this strike was of axtrmne Importance to the 'Commniat program 
far greater infiltration and domination of the motion picture labor unions 
and the resultant influenoe on the motion picture industry as a whole, the 
Coomunist forty in Los Angelas exerted all of its influence 
min this strike. 


EETELOfoESTS AS RESULT OF STRIKE 
(January 1, 1946 through Uaroh 31, 1946) 

a confidential informant of tha Los Angeles 
Office, adviced that whan this strike oame to a formal end through the 
efforts of Erie Johnston, both the Confer ones of Studio Unions (CSU) , which .. 
Is dominated by the Cooaunist forty and whoa a spokesman is Herbert K. Sorrell, 
end the international Alliance of Theatrical Stage Employees (IATSE), which 
is represented in Hollywood by Roy K. Brewer, agreed to abide by the findings 
of a board of arbitration which had been appointed by the Executive Council 
of tha American Federation of Labor* This arbitration board consisted of 
three who had no interest in the motion picture industry and who wers 
responsible heads of the A7 of L Labor Union Internationals. These men made 
a report of their findings about January 6, 1946, and when their decision 
was announced, the IATSE aooepted tbs board's deolsion but the CSU unions 
refused to do so.- The CSU members staged s ltd own strikes and in many other 
ways interferred with the production of pictures as a result of the board's 
deolsion whioh was considered unfavorable to the CSU unions. 


During the latter part of February, 1946, Herbert K. Sorrell, 
head of the CSU, advised the producers that he would call another strike 
unless all of his demands were met. It should be noted that the CSU has 
since the termination of the strike on Uarch 12, 1945, demanded wage raises 
and an adjustment of hours in addition to the Issues previously involved 
whioh was an attempt on the part of the CSU to break the IATSE which has 
always oppoMdCoramunist infiltration and domination. (According to confidential 
inf ormantHp^ the real purpose of the CSU is two-foldi first/ the union 
desires to Keep the general labor situation agitated in line with the present 
Communist Party program of creating confusion in the United States and second, 
to maintain intact the leadership of Herbert K. Sorrell* ^ 


as a member o 

■ 


further informed that Sorrell has been exposed by the IATSE 
theCommunlst Party and added that Sorrell's record of 
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Communist activity over a period of eight years has been hu^b public along 
^^ttL^tbe general alas of the Communist Party In the Hollywocji notion picture 


In Jannary of 1946, Sorrell was convicted in the Superior Court of 
Los Angelas County of inciting to riot and defying an injunction against mass 
picteting and was sentenced to eerve sixteen days in Jail. He was to begin 
serving his sentence on January 19, 1946, but as of February 15, 1946, there 
had been no attengrt on the part of local authorities to enforce the sentence* 
In addition to the Jail sentence, Sorrell was fined 11,700* It is not known 
whether this fine has been paid. It was stated that one of the reasons 
Sorroll had not been ordered to serve the sentence imposed upon hin was the 
faot that the Ceramists, masked as "progressives* and *liberals,* hare a 
tremendous influence on the courts and kv enforcement agencies in Southern 
California. _ The most recent information received with regard to this 
situation was to the effect that after some delay, Sorrell had actually 
served the sixteen-day Jail sentence* ■> 


. .% . 
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The Central jLabor Council of Los Angeles, an AF of L body, is . £ 
presently preparing tc^ expel Sorrell es a delegate to that Council because -* 
of his raported Conncmist Party membership and his secret maneuver ings with the 
CIO. It is thought that Sorrell would like to eee the CIO take Jurisdiction ' 
over all of the Holly^iod studio unions* A complete report which contains photb- 
e title proof of Sorrell's connect lone with the Conumlst Movement has been 
filed with the Los Angeles Central Labor Council* All of this proof is 
reportedly substantiated by testimony of recognized handwriting expert e. 

Despite this allegation of Coamnist affiliation on the part of Sorreel, the 
producers of action pictures, according to have an nounced that they 

will deal with Sorrell as the representative of the CSU. added that 

this action of the producers Is difficult to understand uiuess it is due to 
the influence of certain individuals in the top executive branches who are 
known to be sympathetic to the Coanunist cauee or at least to be affiliated 
with Conzmnist front organizations. The leader of this faction le Walter 
Whnger, one of the major producers in the moving picture industry and an 
inveterate ■Coatnnist-f ronter. * The following individuals within the Corainist** 
influenced labor unions in Hollywood are moet active ae leaders in support 
of Sorrell and the Coanunist aim of controlling all studio labor according 
to Wolf i 

John Howard Lawson, Screen Writers Guild * 

Emmett Lavery, Screen Writers Guild 
John Cromwell, Screen Directors Guild 
• Prank Tuttle, Screen Directors Guild * 

Norval Crutcher, Local 683, Laboratory Technician^, IATSE 
~~ ‘ Bussell L* Uc Knight, Local 683, Laboratory Technicians, IATSB 
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John Martin, local 683, laboratory Technic Una, 

Jacob Starr, Studio Machinists, Local 1185 
Charles Barker, Studio Machinists, Looa l 1185 
Roy Tindall, International Brotherhood of Electric 
Yorkers, (IBEW) Local 40 

Helmer Bergman, International Brotherhood of ElectrJ 
Yorkers, (IBEl) Local 40 * 

with m Fonsrancs, Business Manager , Screen Writers Guild 
i Maurice Howard, Business Representative Screen Cartoonists 

' j' J Ed Muasa, Set Decorators, Local 1421 

Frank Drdlik, Bet Decorators, Local 1421 •* ' 

- Carl Head, Studio Uinters, Local 644 
Ted Ellsworth, Studio Coe turners, Looal 705, IiTSE 
Glenn Pratt, Screen Office Employees Guild 
i.mian Hurwitz, Screen Office Employees Guild 
Dare Hilberman, Screen Of floe Employees Guild • 

Mike Jeffers, Screen Player e Onion, independent Union of Extras 
James Skelton, Studio Carpenters, Local 946 
George Bradley, Building service Employees, Local 99 * 

jack Williams, Jtolioe Officers and Guards, Local 278 • 

The above-named individuals are the leaders of the Casnraniat 
faction within the Hollywood studio cr&fte and unions. They are the spokes- 
men along with Sorrell for the program of the Communist Arty. The individuals 
after whose names an asterisk appears have heretofore been reported as 
known Communist Arty members by sources considered to be reliable by the 
Loe Angeles Office. 


Screen Writers Quild ■> Inc . 
TJ5r iod January 1, 1946, 
through March 31, 1946) 


According to the January, 1946 issue of “The Screen Writer, B which 
is the official publication of the Screen Writers Guild, there are at present 
1,317 members of the SWQ, 972 of whom are classified as active member e and 
345 who are described as associate members. An associate member is a writer 
who has been elevated to a directorship or a producership position in the 
motion picture Industry. However, of the 972 active members of the 3YG, only 
366 are presently employed in the eight major studios in the motion picture 
industry. According to this issue of “The Screen Writer," Hetro-Ooldwyn- 

) Mayer enployeea 116 screen writers, RKO Studios 27 , 20th Century-Fcoc Studios 
44, Columbia 36 , far amount 50, Republic 20, Universal 32 and Warner Brothers 

41 . 






In November of 1945, the SWO held Its annual election st which time 
the following writers were elected to executive positional { 


t e si dent 

rat Vice President 
Second Vice President 
Third Vice President 
Secretary 
Treasurer 
Executive Board i 
Philip Dunne 
Mary McCall 
Sheridan Qibney 
Bichard Collins 
Robert Roe sen 

Alternates to Executive Board* 
Prank Fhrtoe 
Allan Scott 
Hugh Herbert 


Emms t Lavery f . 

Lester Cole f 

Howard Estabrook ^ 
Oliver Garret 
Maurice Rapf 
Harold Bucbman 

Gordon Kahn 
Marguerite Roberts 
Howard Koch 
Adele Buffington 


John Wexlay 
Bud Schulberg 
Henry Meyere 


All of the above n— ed individuals with the exception of Adele Buffing- 
ton, Philip Dunne and Hugh Herbert are alleged Communists or have been identified 
as having participated in numerous Communist front activities. The Execute** 
Secretary and Bueinese Agent of the SWO, Wl Ilian Fomerano a, was recently re- 
appointed* Pome ranee, according to is a Coamunlet. 

& member of the SWG who has requested that his 'name 
be kept inef^Wt^^onfidence, advised that for some time there bAe been a 
discus el on within the Oulld regarding the paseing of a resolution or an 
amendment to their constitution whic^woul^allow the Oulld to make 
political assessment e* According tdMHH^the reason for this was to 
ayold a recurrence of the difficulty vxtr^^ffch the American Federation of 
Radio Artists wee confronted when Cecil B. De Kills refused to pay one dollar 
which had been a ace seed to him far political purpoaee. 

According to artlclse which appeared in the local Loe Angeles news- 
paper e on July 17, 1945, the question of political assessments was brought 
up at a meeting of the SWG but was defeated. Then thie information later 
appeared in the "Hollywood Reporter," Brunet Lavery, President of the SWO, - 
wrote a mimeographed letter to each member of the Guild in which he advised 
that the "Bollywood Reporter" bad libeled him and denied that there had ever 
been any attempt to force a political assessment upon the Guild's members. 

( However, Lavery did etate that at a regular meeting of the STO on July 17, 

1945, the membership took a strong stand by forming a oonmittee to Join with 
other guilds and unions in a strong affirmation of "community: unity in the 
^ face of Gerald L. X. Smith's destructive and disruptive taotiis." Tte 
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whatever steps seemed appropriate to them la defe n d in g bothjthe Guild and 
a^«*ption picture industry against the "continued attacks qy Congressman 
^Kkin and State Senator Jack B. Tenney, Chairman of the California State 
Un-American Activities Conndttee. • It was made quite clear at this meeting that 
the SWO planned to take a definite etand against "vicious red-baiters. r 
According to information obtained from a technical surveillance which is 
maintained on John Howard Lawson, Lester Cole, a Communist, will be a member 
of the aforementioned committee. Lester Cole was also appointed ae head 
of a committee set up by the STO to prepare a re-employment plan for writers 
who are returning from the armed services. 

On February 13, 1946, the "Daily Kewe" carried a news story which 
quoted Lester Cole as saying that the producers have not been cooperative 
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re-employment of veterans, J 


a confidential informant of the Los Angeles . 
Office, stated iEiC Action is an attempt on the part of the Cot^tKict 
element within the SVU to force producers to re-employ Communists who are • 
now returning from the armed forces. 


On March 12, 1945, Herbert K, Sorrell called a strike in the 
motion picture industry because of a jurisdictional dispute between his * 
Conference of Studio Unions and the International Alliance of Theatrical 
Stage Employees Union* Sorrell called this strike without having consulted 
with Communist leaders and within a few days after it began, the Communists 
issued an official statement in which they informed that they would not 
take part in the strike inasmuch as it was adverse to their no-strike pledge* 
It is interesting to note that the SVC also issued a statement to the ■ 
effect that there wae no justification for the etrike. However, following , 
the publication of the Jacquee Duclos* article and the subsequent revision 
of Communist Party policy on JUly 27, 1945, the Comsamists la Hollywood 
issued another official statement of policy in which they advised they would 
on August 9, 1945, the SVG issued a request which amounted to a demand that 
the producers negotiate with the CSU in a demand to the JCar Labor Relations 
Board that the strike be endfed at once. Tfilliam Pomerance, Executive 
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of the Motion Picture Producers Association, in which ha stated that the 
producers' position had created serious obstacles to the peaceful settle- 
ment of the dispute and called upon them to settle and thus removed the 
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suspicion that the producers were endeavoring to exploit the situation to their 
advantage. f 

'■f In the August 21, 1945 Issue of "Variety* the Tealsters Union 

strongly criticised the STO for having entered into a dlspafd'ln which it 
was in no way concerned* The Teamsters Union called on the SWO to answer 
the question of why it had abandoned Its neutral position. • The teamsters 
added that the blunt fact was that the Hollywood studio strike was not a 
strike over wages or hours but a Juris idctlonal dispute in wh ich both t he 
Commnin^^rid the SWG had reversed their original positions, 

that this aotlon on the part of the SKI clearly 
. representathe Commnist domination and infiltration of that organization. 

During this period the STO hah continued to publish "The Screen 
Bid ter," many articles of which are contributed by members of the Communist 
Party. In the October, 1945 Issue of this publication, there, are five lead 
articles, four of which were written by members of the Comcunlst Party, and 
the fifth was authorized by a Chinese cameraman, James Kong Howe, who lives 
with a Caucasian* Commnist, Sonore Babb, The editor, the managing editor and 
Bing Lardner, Jr., who la on the editorial committee, are members of the 
Communist Party and "The Screen Writer" itself la designed by John Hubley, 
a Conwm1.it, according to information obtained from the records of Elizabeth 
Benson, Section Organizer and Membership Director of the Northwest Section 
of the Los Angeles Co annuls t Party, 


Conference of Studio Unions 
{Period January 1, 1946, 
through liarch 31, 1946) 


I 

t 


' The strike In the motion picture studios which was called by the 
Conference of Studio Unions on March 12, 1945, and which ended on October 29, 
1945, haa been settled temporarily by a three-man arbitration committee 
during the period January 1 through March 31, 1946. This arbitration committee 
was appointed by the Executive Council of the AF of L. The striking employees 
returned to their Jobe but the same basic differences between the Conference 
of Studio Unions and the International Alliance of Theatrical Stage Employees 
are still in decision made by the arbitration committee. 

According to a confidential informant of the Los Angeles 

Office, it ia o?;Iy a matter of time until the fight between the Conference of 
Studio Unions and the International Alliance of Theatrical Stage Employees 
will flare up again. 

Herbert K. Sorrell, leader of the Conference of Studio Unions and 
a former Communist, was a member of the Communist Party In 1937 under the name 
'bf Herb Stewart. In 1937 he carried Conaunlat fUrty Jfeaberahip Book Ho. 60622. 
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EETCLO WESTS IS THE CONFERENCE OP STUDIO UNIOfflf 
APRIL 1, TO JULT 1, 1946 j 
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studio unions 'was comparatively quiet, most probably due to the fact that 
Herbert S* Sorrell was on trial before the Loa Angeles Central Council on 
the charge of being a Conuunist* However, on May 29, 1946, the AP of L Can- 
tral Labor Council directed its affiliated members not to h a n dle material 
worked on by the numbers of the no naff ilia ted International Association of 
Vachiniets* The International Association of Machinists withdrew from the 
AP of L some ten months ago, as you will recall, as a result of a Jurisdictional 
dispute with the AP of L Carpenters* 


The Conference of Studio Unions, lead by Herbert K*. Sorrell and 
heavily infiltrated by Co agani sts, has been .placed in a very peculiar position 
as a result of this dispute* The Conference of Studio Unions is composed of . 
eleven local unions, ten of which are affiliated with the AP of L and the other 
with the International Association of Machinists* - v 

A spokesman for the International Association of Machinists stated i 
that if members of his union are discharged as a result of the AP of L ultima- 
tu«, the eight major Hollywood studios will be picketed. Leaders of the AP of' 
L have ordered the motion picture industry to ignore the picket line of the 
International Association of Machinists* The Conference of Studio Unions, 
however, has announced that its 8,000 members will support the International 
Association of Machinists* picket line, and it appeared at that time as If 
the major Hollywood studion would again be faced with a major jurisdictional 
.^strike* 

The International Association of Machinists local, as you recall, 
is completely dominated by Conzmnists who have pursuaded Comtmist leaders 
in the Conference of Studio Unions to back them against the AP of L* 


The Daily People's World", a West Coast Communist publication, on 
jane 22, 1946, carried an article under the caption, "Producers Strike, " which 
stated that it was really the producers who were calling the strike in the ao= 
tlon picture industry ar ** which described it as, "a Producers maneuver, the 
same kind of maneuver which to date has successfully stalled contracts*" How- 
ever, information developed reflects that the producers are merely the victims 
of a jurisdictional dispute between the two rival unions* 


The Communist Party has Issued a number of leafle ts addressed to all 
studio workers calling upon them to unite in order that they -may secure higher 
wages, and additional information reflects that the Communis ta will fully back 
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BEVXLOFKBITS II TBS COMFERBICS OF STUDIO DIMS 

iran, 1, to juli 1, 19U6 | 

Daring the south of May, the labor situation within the Hollywood 
studio unions was comparatively quiet, most probably due to the fact that 
Herbert I. Sorrell was on trial before the Los Angeles Central Council on 
the charge of being a Coranunlst. However, on May 29, 19U6, the AT of L Cen- 
tral Labor Council directed its affiliated members not to handle material 
worked on by the ambers of the n onaf.fi listed International Association of 
Machinists. ' The International Association of Machinists withdrew from the 
AF of L some ten months ago, as you will recall, as a result of a jurisdictional 
dispute with the AF of L Carpenters. 

The Conference of Studio Unions, lead by Herbert K. Sorrell and 
heavily infiltrated by communist^ has been placed in a very pecu li a r position 
as a result of this dispute. The Conference of Studio Unions is composed of 
eleven local unions, ten of which are affiliated with the AF of L and the other 
with the international Association of Machinists. 

A spokesman for the International Association of Machinists stated 
that if members of his union are discharged as a result of the AF of L ultima- 
tum, the eight major Hollywood studios will be picketed. Leaders of the AF of , 
L have ordered the motion picture industry to ignor the picket line of the 
International Association of Machinists. The Conference of Studio Unions, 
however, has announced that its 6,000 members will support the International 
Association of Machinists 1 picket line, and it appeared at that time as if 
the major Hollywood studios would again bs faced with a major Jurisdictional 
strike. 

The International Association of Machinists local, as you recall, 
is completely dominated by Communists ibo have persuaded Common! at leaders 
in the Conference of Studio Unions to back them against ths AF of L. 

The "Daily people's lor Id", a East Coaet Communist publication, on 
June 22, 191*6, carried an article under the caption, "Producers Strike," which 
stated that it wae really the 'producers who were calling the strike in the mo- 
tion picture industry and #iich described it as, n a Producers maneuver, the 
same kind of maneuver which to date has successfully stalled contracts." How- 
ever, information developed reflects that the producers are merely the victims 
of a jurisdictional dispute between the two rival unions. 


The Conn unis t Party has issued a number of leaflets addressed to all 
studio workers calling upon them to unite in order that they may secure higher 
wagss, and additional information reflects that the Caonranists will fully back 
any strike which is called in the motion picture industry. ; . 
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Producers In Hollywood were allowing both rival unidh* to work, 

' * . Man while filing their petitions with the National Labor halations Board 
a^re^^stlng a proper bargaining agent* This petition to the National Labor 
; Brcflf&a Board out line a the claim of the four unions which sis now involved 
in the dispute, namely, the International Association of Mac hfol ata, the new 
'i charter AP of L Machinists, the International Brotherhood of Teamsters and 
■ the International Alliance of Theatrical Stage Employees. Each of these 
*■ unions aiM the right to represent machinists in the studios. 

‘ >• ' • . * ■ ' ^ 

. . On July 1, 1946, Herbert K. 6orrell called s strike, claiming 
t the producers failed to reoognise hie wage demands. This strike seriously 
affected the ten major motion picture studios. Sorrell coupled recognition 
of e non AP of L Machinists wlnn with his wage demands. Although producers 
•tats that they have agreed to meet wags demands, they do not recognise the 
non AP of L Machinists Union and have called upon the National Labor Rela- 
tions Board to settle the Jurisdictional issue. 

- _^^^^^Additianal information developed from confidential paid informant 

stated that the real issue Is s Jurisdictional dispute between 
the Conference of Studio Unions and the International Alliance of Theatrical 
Stags Employees. Roy Brewer, international representative of the IATSS, 
stated to the press on the morning of July 1, that his members would cross ths 
picket lines. According to s release in the "Daily Worker", carrying the 
data line of July 2, 1946, and bearing ths caption "The AP of L Unionists 
Engage in Bloody Clashes at Two Movie Studios Today," it was indicated that 
many were bruised, two required hospitalisation and two were arrested as 
' the production was generally slowed down. Following this uprising, peace 

- feelers went out from ths strikers. This peace bid came from ths Conference 
of Studio Unions, which proposed an interim wage oontract with producers and 

’a truce of thirty to sixty days. The IATSE announced s willingness to join 
this peace movement, end ths article continued, ths producers had scheduled 
a Meting to be held later on July 2, 1946. 




i 


EETCLOfVEHTS IB COKFEREHCR OF STUDIO UNIONS 
JtBlim (July 23, 1946 to November 14, 1946) j 

According to Confidential Paid Xnforas_nt of the 

Los Angeles Field DivisTon^f^^^^Iference of Studio Unions, which he classified 
as a block of Communist-dominated unions, during August of this year again opened 
the Jurisdictional disput e with the International Alliance of Theatrical Stage 
Employees (IATSE). stated that because of this dispute there may be 

another strike calleoin the action picture industry. He stated that the 
block of unions has now refused to accept the decision of the arbitrators of 
the dispute and that they are now demanding that the work allocated to the IATSE 
be given to the Studio Carpenters Locel 946, which is one of the Unions .affiliated 
with the Conference of Studio Unions* 

This source states that in all this union activity there is no qusslion 
of wages or conditions involved as the motion picture producers are now in the 
process of negotiating with all unions, and contracts will be entered into* 

Any strike in the studio will be d repetition of the previous strikes led by 
Sorrell, which, according to this source, were an attempt to gain control of certain 
known Co ironist union locals now under the Jurisdiction of the IATSE, 

t 

v 

•The Los Angeles Examiner?* on July 31* 1946, under the head "Film 
Merger Confirmed" announced that the old Universal Studio and International 
Pictures, Inc», plus Arthur Rank, Ltd*, of London, had amalgamated into one of 
the most exciting mergers that has happened in Hollywood in many years and the 
biggest since Twentieth Century Fox took over the old Fox Company. It is 
stated that the name of the new organization will be Universal - .International 
Production Company* 

S further stated that William Goetz will be Rresident of the 

nj Leo Spitz will be the Chairman of the Board; Hate Blnmberg 
will remain Chairman of the Board of Universal and J. Cheever Ccrwdin is also to 
be associated with Universal, Cliff Work is to remain as an executive and 
Welter Hanger will release products through this company, 

•Variety* for August 15, 1946, under a Kew Tork date line stated, 

"The first meeting in America of the Confederation Internationale dee Societes 
de ‘Auteurs et Compositeurs will be held in Washington in October, There are 
fortywsne member nations, AS CAP will ploy host to the Second Federetion* 

The Confederation is divided into fcur federations: Dramatic Rights, Reforming 

lights. Mechanical Rights and Book Rights. AS CAP's General Manager, John G* 

. Paine, is President of the Second Federation," 
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Ui tat .Hollywood Motion Picture Industry, These sources stated that 
this strike is merely a continuation of a previous etriks called in 1945 which 
lasted for eight months. They state that the present strike is again purely 
a matter of jurisdiction between the International Alliance of Theatrical Stage 
Employees, and tha Cppfg T»en ce O f Studio Union; which is dominated by Connaunist 
Influence, the" leader of the latter "group being Berbert~^i Sorrell, who has long 
been affiliated with Coifflunist activities In the motion picture industry. 


These sources state the primary purpose of this strike is to try and 
get control of all studio workere for Communist purposes. As. a means of 
clarification, the eleven unions which now compose the Conference of Studio 


Unions, ten of which are associated with 
are being set out below j 

Local 

Soreen Set Designers 
Local 1421 

Screen Publicists Guild 
Local 14^9 

Screen Story Analyst Guild 
Local 1438 

Screen Cartoonists Guild 
Local 852 

Moving Picture Painters and 
Scenlo Artiste, Local 644 

Speol&l Officers and Guards 
Local 193 


the American Federation of Labor, 


Parent Organisation 

Brotherhood of Paintsrs, Decorators, 
and Paperhangers of America 

Brotherhood of Painters, Decorators, 
and Paperhangers of America 

Brotherhood of Painters, Decorators, 
and Paperhangers of America 

<r 

Brotherhood of Painters, Decorators, 
and Paperhangers of America 

Brotherhood of Painters, Decorators, 
and Paperhangers of America 

Building Service Employees 
International Union 


Building Service Employees 
Local 278 


Building Service Employees 
International Union 




PARENT ORGANISATION 


Carpenters 
Looal 946 

Studio Electrical Workers 
Local 40 

Studio Sheet Metal Workers 
Local 108 

^ . • ,vV . , ‘ • 

Studio Machinists 
Local Cinema Lodge 1185 


United Brotherhood of Carpenters 

and Joiners of America 

International Brotherhood of 

Electrical Workers 

< ' ■ 

Studio Metal Workers International 
Union 

International Association of 
Machinists 


As has been previously indicated, the Conference of Studio Unions 
is headed by Herbert K. Sorrell. This Conference is an independent organization 
which -we formed several years ago, reportedly by Coamnlsts on the theory ■ ’V* 
that if several' unions would band together, their bargaining position would be_ 
greatly enhanced. The only union which is not affiliated with the AFL within >* 
this Conference is Local II85 of the Studio Machinists. At first the Inter— > 
national Association of Machinist* e pokes men stated that if members of Local 
1185 were discharged from their positions because of the ultimatum issued by ^ 
the AFL Central Labor Council, that their members would picket these studios* 
However, as yet, according to the above-mentioned sources, no members of the 
International Association of Machinists have been discharged and the producers 
have employed additional machinists who are affiliated with the AFL in order to 
avoid this Jurisdictional dispute.. 

* > EEVELORffiNTS IN THE INTERNATIONAL ALLIANCE OF THEATRICAL 

STAGE EMPLOYEES. (July 23. 1946 through November 8, 1946) 

s Angeles paid confidential informant, related 
that the struggle for control of all studio unions revolves around the National 
Convention of the International Alliance of Theatrical Stage Employees held the 
week of July 22, 1946 in Chicago, Illinois. He states that the Co im a m ists In 
the studio unions operating through the Conference of Studio Unions attempted to 
defeat the incumbent President, Richard U. Walsh, who has been consistently 
anti-Connnnist in union affairs. He stated that the Communists failed to 
e^ct their candidate William T. Bennett, of Washington, D. C., who had made a 
bargain with the Conference of Studio Unions and Herbert K. Sorrell, the 
Communist leader of that group. 


The highlight of this convention, according to 
issue which took precedence over all other issues. 
elected practically on this issue alone. He stated that 


was the Commnnist 
hates that Walsh was 
enator Jade B. Tenney 


- 39 - 


( 


head of the Joint Legislative Co omit tee on Subversive Activ ties in Ca lif ornia, 
flee to Chicago and addressed the Convention on the Comeinl t issue and 
^Mtlnced that body for the moet part that all the troubles in the immediate 
paet el thin the Hollywood Union e were the result of the attiapte by the 
Coanunist Party to capture those unions. According to this 'source, the 
Convention voted power e to Walsh to clean up the Bollywood situation. No 
action has been reported, as yet, in this direction, however. 


The Bollywood Reporter for July 29, 1946, under the heading "Walsh 
handed Powers, End All Jurisdictional Disputes* stated in part that Walsh was 
reelected to his third term as president of the IATSE, and a n nounced 
a determination to settle fbr a£l time the Jurisdictional disputes in Holly- 
wood and to rid the All lance of destructive elements that stand in the way 
of the union. He was given dictatorial powers to achieve this end. The 38th 
biennial convention at the Stevens Hotel reelected him by a vote of 649 to 426 
and granted all effective powers to eettle Jurisdictional matters that have 
troubled the Alliance during the last years. 


Walsh defeated 1111 1am Bennett in his second try for the presidency. - 
The enthnelaetle endorsement given Walsh .by William Green, by Erie Johnson, by 
Brigadier General Joseph Keenan and others, and also a number of resolutions 
approving his actions during the Hollywood strike, helped Zalsh continue in his 
Job. 


The article stated that in granting Walsh full posers, the Convention 
authorised him to "act as he chooaee" in the Hollywood etudlo situation and *to 
add, amend or alter any portion of the constitution and by-laws of the Alliance 
be deems necessary.* 

It stated, "The delegatee acted on a supplementary repert from Walsh 
in which he pleaded for this power and in which he explained that he needed 
this 'supreme authority' for the purpose or 'not asking bat telling* the locals 
what to do." 


It quoted W&leh ae stating, "I know this is a drastic move, it glvee 
your incoming president tremendous powers but I need it to protect our 
Jurisdiction and local unions in Hollywood, If we don't win Hollywood we'll 
lose all. Tour president oust have this authority." ^ 


The article further etated, "After long debates, the convention 
adopted a resolution dealing Walsh and the Executive Board to act imrediately 
to get rid of Communists, Has is. Fascists and Ku Klux Klaus men in the union." 

( 

« 

The article stated that the convention approved , t^ie expulsion of 
twelve members of Local 44 for failure to cooperate with the Alliance in the 
"Jurisdictional disputes during the recent strike in the HoSywood etudioe* 
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A banquet vu held at Hotel on the evening 

of October 3* 1946. According toSH|H|^PHiHr Toa O’Brien labor 
member of the Britiah Parliament t^^T^Tollywooc studying the problems of labor 
in notion pictures, stated that the fils Industry of Or eat Britain was having 
■uoh the sane trouble with the Canonists as the IATSE was having in Hollywood. 

Be went into the eubjeot at length because the same type of labor disputes broke 
out in the English industry st the sans tins as those which took place in 
Hollywood. He stated, "It nay be a coincidence, but I doubt it. The 
Communists are trying to take over the entertainment industry of the world 
because through it they can exercise great influence. If they can get 
control of this industry, thsy will have gons two-thirds of the. way." 

■ c- 

DETBU3FUKNTS AS A RESULT OF MOTION PICTOHE IKD35TB? STRIKE '* 
(July 23, 1946 to November 8, 1946) 

Through confidential informants ths Lob Angeles Office learned that 
the notion picture industry was faced with a strike on the night of Septeaber 12, 
1946 as s result of s Jurisdictional dispute within ths American Federation of 
Labor over the Studio Carpenters. The International Alliance of Theatrical 
Stage Bnployees, which represents most of the employees in the bntertaimsnt 
world, but which is not a member of the Executive Council of the American 
Federation of Labor, does not represent the Studio Carpenters. An individual 
known only as Hutchinson, who represents the carpenters Union, participated 
a ebofdown with Walsh of the IATSE. This showdown threatened a complete 
stoppage of ths motion picture studios. 

advised representatives of our Los Angslss Office 
that localiuSoi^^^TS^motion picture industry during the week of 
September 18th were holding mass meetings protesting to William Green and 
other high union executives, against the dispute between Hutchinson, of the 
Carpenters Union, and Walsh, of ths International Alliance of Theatrical 
Stage Employees which threatens to shut down ths industry. At that time this 
source reported that no new motion picture ssts were being constructed by the 
carpenter® and when pictures presently in production had filmed all possible 
scenes using the present sets, production would shut down unless the Executive 
Board of ths AFL reached a decision. At that time it was stated that 
approximately 60 carpenters would be the cause cf some 30,000 people being out 
work. George Elmer Adams, of the Burbank, California 
pre dicted that a e trike would occur at any time and that 
■'■would be experienced when ths strike occurred. 


P<(lice Department, 
l derable trouble 
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During thle same period Herbert K. Sorrell, of thef Conference of 

* Studio Unions, was charging that producers refused to recogn£ke'Studlo 

; Carpenters of Local 946, which is a member of the Conference of Studio Unions 
^_and that producers favored carpenters within the IATSE. The Screen Writers 
Guild publicly stated at this time that the dispute was a jurisdictional one 
within the AFL and that It had been so designated by the AFL. The Guild 
instructed its members to pass through any picket lines. At this time it 
was reported that the Coanmunieta would vigorously . support a strike. 

It appeared at this time, according to Roy if. Brewer, International 
Representative of the IATSE, that the strike would start during the week of 
September 25, 1946. According to Brewer, members of the IATSE Screen 
Actors Guild, Screen Extras Oulld, Musicians Local, Teams tere Local and all 

* other known Conference of Studio Unions groups In the motion picture industry have 
been instructed to pass through any picket lines established by the Conference, 

of Studio Unions. 1 .> 

* . . ' ■» ' : * • 

Reliable sources report that Sorrell at this time was unable to lead 
the 7000 Conference of Studio Union workers out on b trike over a Jurisdictional' 
issue and, therefore, he was winning his point by ordering Conference of Studio 
Union members not to work on studio sets, thus forcing the producers to 
discharge Conference of Studio Union members who, in turn, called this a 
producers* lockout. 

On September 25th the Conference of Studio Unions demanded that the 
producers rehire 1000 discharged carpenters and painters by 6i00 PJ. The 
producers charged the Conference of Studio Unions was not acting in good faith 
and that this was merely a Jurisdictional dispute. The Conference of Studio 
Unions planned a mass meeting for the evening of the 25th of September, at 
which time it appeared inevitable a vote for this strike would be passed. 

A strike vote was cast by thie group and picket lines were set up which 
resulted in fighting and general disorder. The police forced the Conference of 
Studio Unions pickets to conform with the Superior Court injunction which limits 
the number of pickets. ^ 

The CSU reportedly was boasting about the fact that ths strike had 
seriously hampered production. The Producers Association, however, stated on 
October 1, 1946 that production wae normal in all major studios. The Selznik 
Studios, an independent producer, stopped production for the duration of the 
strixe. The Conference of Studio Unions filed conspiracy charges against the 
ten major studios and the International Alliance of Theatrical Stage 
v Employees with the NLRB, charging that major studios and thi IATSE have 

conspired to deny the CSU its rights under the National Lab*: Relations Act. 

The AFL Central 'Labor Council, according’ to reports, remained ogjitral on the 




, / 
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question* Richard Walsh, the Head of the IATSE, issued an i &t j jna tum to 
independent producers to discharge the CSU members and to hire IATSE 
replacements. • 


It is reported that the caunmist-dcminated Screen Writers Guild 
met on October 1, 1946 to determine its strike policy. It is the report of - 
informants that the position taken by this organisation will forecast the 
policy to be followed by ths Communists in connection with the strike. 

Herbert K. Sorrell, of the CSU» and Richard Walsh, of the IATSE, 
together with ten representatives from the Sorcen Actors Guild were reported 
attending the AFL Convention which began on October 7th in Chicago. The 
Jurisdictional dispute between the IATSE and the CSU was, according to 
informants, to be considered at this convention. \ **' 

On October 5, 1946 Warner Brothers countered the CSU action against - 
them by entering a million— dollar damags suit against Sorrell and the CSU, 
charging conspiracy to damage the Warner Brothers property in the 1945 
Jurisdictional strike. During this period it was reported that U. S. 
representatives John Wood, Chairman of the House Un-American Activities 
Committee, trae in Los Angelos to investigats the extent of Communist 
influence in the current strike. Newspapers quoted Wood as stating that he 
will return to Loe Angelee in November for further investigation of the 
Communist activities in conneotion with labor in the motion picture industry. 

During this earae period it was reported by reliable sources that if 
the Jurisdictional question was decided against Sorrell at the AFL Convention, 
Sorrell might attempt to lead his CSU into the CIO. Under the present 
agreement In effect between the AFL and CIO there is no CIO union operating 
in the motion picture industry. 


Reliable police contacts reported that the producers received a 
telegram from AFL President William Green on the afternoon of October 8, 1946 
stating that the Jurisdictional issue would not be settled at the Chicago 
Convention and that the CSU - IATSE dispute must he settled in Hollywood. 

Green has reportedly turned down the plea of the Screen Actors 
Ouild to settle the Jurisdictional dispute. Some observers believe that 
thie may mean picketing and violence. Uaes picketing was Reported at the 
Colombia Studioe in Hollywood on the morning of October 8, 11946. 

- On October 14, 1946, the police halted mass picketing at the 
Columbia Studios which was in violation of the Superior Colrt injunction 
by arresting and Jailing 153 pickets. No violence or disordwsy ■however, was 
reported in connection with these arrests . 
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Norval Crutcher, Secretary, Film Technicians Local j 683, IATSE affiliate, 
announced on October 13th that hie local would resist CSU pieket lines. Uembers 
of this local procese film and thus are essential to ths making of motion 
pictures* 

Roy Brewer, International representative of the IATSE, has charged 
that Local 683 of IATSE has always closely adhered to the Communist line. 

Richard L’aleh, International Head of the IATSE threatened strong reprisals 
against the IATSE local. As you will recall, when a similar situation 
developed iii last year’s film strike, Walsh took over an IATSE local as a 
trustee. Indications are that Walsh may do this with the rebellious Local 683. 
Some observers say the action of Local 683 is a serious obstacle to an early 
a trike settlement. 

• ' • ’ * 'V 

It was learned that a meeting of prominent Communists was held on 
the evening of October 12, 1946 at the home of Screen Writer Ring Lardner, Jr., . 
an alleged Communist, where approximately $4,000 was raised to help CSU 
strikers. Well-informed sources have stated that the Communists are 
wholeheartedly in support of the current strike. 

On October 18, 1946, the International Representatives of the 
International Alliance of Theatrical Stage Employees suspended the powers 
granted to IATSE film technicians Local 683 to conduct its affairs. This 
action was taken by International Representatives because Local 6B3 joined 
the rival CSU picket lines. This strike by Film Technicians seriously hampered 
production in all National Studios sines members of this local must process all 
film. * 


However, Roy Brewer again threatened Local 683 that uhless the 
members returned to work immediately, other arrangements would be made to 
process movie film in New Toxic. 

On October 23, 1946, reliable sources reported that the jurisdictional 
strike in the motion picture industry may soon end due to the fact that both 
the CSU and the IATSE have agreed to accept the AFX decision to award set __ 
ereotion work to the IATSE. 

According to press reports, a Joint comnittee of the IATSE - CSU 
and the powerful Screen Actors Guild, which was largely responsible fer thLa 
sottlement, met on tho afternoon of October 28, 1946 to appoint a permanent 
arbitrator for Jurisdictional controversies in the motion picture industry. 

— - * It is interesting to note that the Ccmaunists though the Daily 
\.orker have alleged that the alllion— dollar motion picturt^ndustry entered 
into a conspiracy with corrupt and racketeering leaders of ttwtATSE to 
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"Smash Democratic Unionism" in Hollywood. The Communists th^Dugh the 
Daily Worker are alleging that Walsh and Brewer of the IATSE are cooperating 
-with the producers over this Jurisdictional dispute to becloud the real 
issue. They allege that the CSU is the only union in the industry which 
gets tough about wages j hours and working conditions and that whenever 
action along these lines is instigated by the CSU, the old "jurisdictional 
bugaboo" is hauled out and brought into the forefront. 

The Communists accuse the producers of obtaining injunctions through 
local judges who are alleging anti-labor, and of also obtaining the aid of 
police and sheriffs who cooperate with then. 

The Communists through the Daily Worker list the following demands 
of the CSUt , .• 

1. Return all employees under CSU jurisdiction to their Jobs with 
status unimpaired. 

-w 

2. Acceptance by all parties of the AFL Directive in its entirety 
giving to carpenters the conetruction of sets or sta, os which they 
have done .for the past 26 years, as ordered by the AFL Executive 
Council and AFL President William Green. 

3. Inanediata completion and signing of all contracts with provieions 
for adequate machinery for settlement of all controversies, including 
those over allocation of work. 

On Kovetsbar 5, 1946 it was reported that negotiations were 
continuing to end the Hollywood film striko. However, it was also reported 
that the question of higher wages was now being brought Into the light by the 
strikers. The Conference of .Studio Union affiliates were reported to bo 

demanding a 2C£ raise for a thirty-hour week before signing contracts to 
return to work. ~ 

P-oy Brewer, the International representative of the rival I/iTSE, 
charged the Conference of Studio Unions with bad faith and stated that the 
Hues tl on of wages was never involved in the Juriedictional strike which was 
called Sorrell some six weeks ago. Prewar also charged .that Sorrell is 
now attempting to alter the arbitration proposal previous!^ agreed Upon by both 
the CSU and the TATSE. At the time of this report the Conflsrence of Studio 
— Wwions was still picketing all major studios and an unusuajy larfce 
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m&ae demonstration was reported at 20tu Century 

On loveobar 13, 1946 it m reported that the leadfars of the C3U 
— IATSE were conferring with Joseph Ken nan, AFL leader? who «u in 
Hollywood to consider accepting a position of AFL Labor C*ar%£or the movie 
industry. However, no Indication of an immediate settlement of this 
Jurisdictional o trike has been reported* 



Sorrell charged at thie tine that wagee and hours are the basic 
iaeue between the Conference of Studio Uni one and the produoera* Meanwhile, 
the Motion Picture Consumers Local 705, which le affiliated with the IATSE, 
has rebelled against the international leadership of the IATSE end 
sat November 14th as the deadline upon which they would Join IATSE 
Film Technicians Local 683 In the CSU picket lines. 


Local 705 alleges that producer# have refused to give thee a signed 
oontract ooverlng wages and hours* Thie sore by executive heade of Local 705 
la directly oontrary to the st%nd taken by the general membership of this local 


who it m nwcfrilig tai yi oTiOu* rq«C TO»©d SvKl 

limit on nagotiationa with producers* 
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On the afternoon of November 13, 1946, CSU leader Sorrell threatened 
to extend the Conference of Studio Union picket lines to independent produoera. * 
It was also reported that 64 writers within the Screen writers Guild have 
started a petition to donate $10,000 to film {Technicians Local 683 to "aid 
their fight against oertain undemocratic pressures within the IATSE." 


uu Auicmiw 13, 1946 aw waa t opui leu 


that five homes of iiun-3 triker a , 


one a shop steward of I$TSE Local 44, were bombed in a new wave of violence in 
the Hollywood film strike. These bombs were described as ho&eaade grenades. 
Although st least two of the bombs oaueed extensive damage to the homes, no one 
was injured. Roy U. Brewer of the IATSE has posted $5,000 reward leading to the 
arreet and oonvlction of the vandals. 


Richard 7. Walsh, President of IATSE, announced that all representatives 
of IATSE would be withdrawn from the current negotiations with CSU leaders. He 


- jl j .a ^ 


w 

4 

I 


• f »♦ Ah »A Ihi a .k. — ^..1 -J ..A _ _ . 

w vmww »m.cj w*5*u4*aviwu nuaiu iivv u^vuiitbtJ w± wne £5 JLOIlg &6 TjXBTB IS 

any act of violence against camber e of his unloQ. - 

Loa Angeles press reports state that Sorrell refused any comment on this 
recent outbreak of violence. Reliable Los Angelea police contacts advise that an 
exteneive investigation is being conducted but that it hae been made unusually 
difficult because thera are a number of so-called "powder mfn» in Hollywood who are 
hired by studios to simulate explosions in motion pictures, j Thie source also 
rwporta that the Loe Angeles police are investigating a gunman who waa recently 

n#ll uri ft* Am f.h * T i TOT? f AS* A A msI nn 4 am A. at w %. . . % 
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Sorrell* Sorrell ie c cobating, according to reliable eourefa, what appears to 
be an unauthorised dieeeneion within the rank# of hie union £o " gPhtinue the 
strike. 
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SCREEN WRITERS GUILD 


* 

ft ' i.* 

g its me 


' The Screen enters Guild opened discussione among (Lts members 

$ whether to ban the sale of material to the motion picture ln3ti£T*y and 
' adopt ths procedure of licensing of all material. 

^ & screen writer who requested that Ms name be kept*;/ 

*■ 4 - ...in strict conf^ence^Si pointed out that this move to license material has \ 
l:r '\ two objective*! First, to prevent the studio from re-using or re-issuing a J 1 . . ; 
v soreen s tory without paying the writer -on additional fee ‘and, tiro, to control 
the content of the motion picture. This souros, who is a screen writer, states 
that ths CcBununists are, of course, particularly interested In securing absolute 
control over the content of motion pictures and they, the communists, feel 
that' through the Screen Writers Guild they will be able to force the producers 
of the Motion Picture Indus txy to accept a license to use a particular screen. . 
V;., ; story and as an incentive 'to the use of that license, the producer would no 

r, ' of course, !>• able to change the script. ' i • 

»». -•••*- •••£ 1 ■? .• ■' ■: ••• 

< James Cain, prominent novelist and screen writer, has appeared before : ■ 
" ‘ the Screen Writers and asked the Guild to accept the idea of a licensa - 

apparently on the basis that the producers frequently re-issue pictures for 
which they do not pay the writer a second time. In the May, 1946 Issue of the 
"Screen Writer , » one of the feature articles is entitled "A Time for Action," 
which is written by Emmett Lavery, President of the Screen Writers Guild. In 
this article, Lavery, who has been identified in numbers of Communist Frdnt 
organisations and activities, has pointed out that the Executive Council of the : 
Authors League has come but for the principle of licensing and he has called 
• •r ~ upon the Authors League to assist the Screen Writers Guild in* securing such 
rights for the Screen Writers. He admits that the Guild is nearly powerless 
to enforce the licensing idea at the present time inasmuch as the minimum * 
basic agreement under which the Screen Writers Guild operates applies to 
employment conditions only and does not apply to material sold to the studios 
for the screen. He feels that the problem is one for concerted action by the 
Authors League and the Screen Writers Guild. 

Lavery pointed out that at a recent meeting of the Screen Writers 
Guild, a resolution was passed which states, "In any arrangement by which there i 
granted the right to produce a motion picture based on material written by any 
member of the Authors League, or, lte member or affiliated guilds (the Screen 

U riters Guild is affiliated with the Authors League), there should be granted 
nly the right to produce and exhibit within a stated period a single motion 
icture on 35 wn film in the English language. These rights should be in the 
ora of a license limited as aforesaid, which shall cease upon the expiration 
f affixed' time. * ■/X.v; • 5 • , 7" -y .? 
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fa el a that If the Gomninists and the Serein Writers Guild 
ibis to secure a contract -with the producers based upon! licensing rather than 
the sale of material , they w ill be able to control the content of each motion 
picture* This Informant feels that eloog with a license to W*w?a motion picture 
will be an accompanying restriction upon changing it by the producers* 


James Cain, recently, during a meeting of the Screen Writers Guild, 
according to the March 5* 1946 issue of "Variety* stated : "Once we control 

our properties we can demand and get all sorts of concessions. We should hare 
a fund, like the ASCAP fund for the nsiclans obtained from a check off on 
all pictures for the benefit of all members of this Guild to be whacked up on 
a rating basis to take care of us in our old age, to be put in the bank or to 
be used for whatever we choose to spend it on** 

Apparently, in lizje with this new move on the part of the Communist* 
within the Screen Writers Guild, H. S* Kraft, a Communist, wrote a four-page 
article for the March, 1946 :i*sue of the "Screen Writer" entitled, "Dreiser *a 
War in Bollywood* ■ This article was an account of Theodore Dreiser’s attempt 
to fores Paramount Pictures to dramatize his novel, "An American Tragedy" with ^ 
a full realization of "the violent social, economic and loyal influences 
affecting the hero of ths novel." 


COMMITTEES APPOINTED 5T STC 


The May, 1946 issue of the "Screen Writer," which is the official 
oublicatlon of the Screen Writers Guild, carried a list on page five of the 
Screen Writers Guild Studio Chairman. An examination of this list reflects 
■heavy infiltration and domination by the Cosmnlsts in the Guild* This list 
le as follow*} 

Columbia Studios: Melvin Levy 


Metro-Goldwyn-llayer : 

Paramount t 

RKOi 

Republic : 

Twentieth Century Fox: 
Universal t 
Warner Brothers! 


Isobel Lennert 
Abe Polonsky 
Henry Myers 
John Butler 
Wanda Tu check 
Joel Malone 
Ranald ' MacDongall 


Elisabeth Benson, Section Organizer and Membership Director of the 
Korthwest Section of the Los Angeles Comunis t Party, Which is composed of motion 


picture personnel bed in her possession records reflecting. tflhCLevy, Lennart, 
Polonsky and Myers' were members of t^^^^g^^^JP^rt^accOwdlng^^to a highly 
t 4BBJL<iential but ddllcate source ^ ct ?identia. t'ormant 

6f th'SToa' Angeles Office,” has ident^^^ac^gill in ee viral front activities. 

The February is sue . of the "Screenwriter" identifiM '■embers of ths 
Screen Writers Guild Arbitration Banal and it was noted that the following 
Comnanis ts were members of this panel t Leopold Atlas, Ben Barman, Guy Indore, 
Hobart Lees, Kelvin Levy, Waldo Salt and Leo Townsend, It was also noted that 
Kelvin Frank is a member of this panel and although it has never been determined 
that he le a member of the Communist it has been ascertained through a highly , 
confidential but delicate source that Elisabeth. Benson, Section Organiser 
and Membership Director of the Northwest Section of the Los Angeles Cormmnist 
F^arty, which is composed of motion picture personnel has in her possession 
records which reflect Ann Ray Frank, his wife, is a Comnunist* 

During) the last three or four years, W, R, Wilkerson, Editor of ths 
trade publication "The Hollywood Reporter" has repeatedly attacked the Commanlat 
infiltration of the Motion Picture Industry and he has paid exceptional attention 
to the Conoanist • infiltration of the Screen Writers Guild, In the April 16, 

1946 issue of the "Bollywood Reporter, n Wilkaraon attacked members of the. 

Screen Writers Guild and stated that rndst of them ware aither Communists or 
Fascists and that all of them spend fax* too much time in political activities* 
Wilkerson stated that the writers in Hollywood are "doing every Job bat the 
one that they are being paid for. The former $200 a week writer ia now 
getting $2,000 each pay day and doing lese work," Again on June 2), 1946, 
Wilkerson described what he called "some acrewy undercover tricks being pulled 
by our creators in the studios are promulgated by the Commies among them," 
^Wilkerson then want on to relate a situation of an unidentified Important star 
"* who refused to accept a certain director stating that the director was a red 
baiter, and Wilkerson related another incident in which an individual was a 
known Comnunist writer and was dismissed from a screen story because ths star 
who wae allegedly a Comcunist complained to the studio about the writer. 

At a memberehip meeting of the Screen Writers Guild on April 29, 

1946, a resolution was raised urging action against ths Hollywood Reporter 
arrf in the Kay, 1946 issue of the "Screen Writer," Wilkerson was pictnxed as 
"inviting Congressman Rankin to push on with his witch hunt in Hollywood," ^and 
in the light of this discussion the STC passed the following resolution 1 ’"That 
the Screen Writers Guild now declare officially that Wilkarson has been unfair 
to the Guild and all its members and that the members of the Guild are called 
upon to institute a voluntary boycott of the publication and that we call 
upon other Guilds and unions and Agents to Join us in this boycott," 




It has been noted that recent issues of the "Screan'IW.ter" have 
. 4 . '■ promise ntly displayed in heavy black type an announcement that the Screen 
‘- r^Jiriters Child has indorsed the FEPC and requested .members of the Child to 
■ sign' a petition which will put the FEPC on the California ballot. 

v - In the llaroh Issue of the "Screen Writer* there was a note on page 46 - 
« ;V ' which 'urged all members "and friends and others interested in this extension 

of democracy" to sign the petitions of the Fair Employment Practices Committee# 
This note then went on to list the members of the State Executive Coimittee to 
place the FEPC on the California ballot* 


Veil informed sources have stated that the FEPC has been originated 
and promoted by the Communist Party* 
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The "Screen Writer* is the official publication of the Screen Writers 
Guild and is issued monthly*'- It has been noted that the May issue of the 
"Soresn niter” stated that Isobel Lennart had been saleoted to serve on the 
Editorial Committee. Those responsible for the publication are as follows: 

Dalton Trumbo - Editor (Communist) 

Gordon Kahn - Managing Editor (Communist) 


t ’ 


• * Editorial Copialttgeg 

; ; Adele Buffington 

'■* F. Hugh Herbert 

Philip Dunne 
Sonya Levien 

Theodore Strauss (Communist) 

Ring Lardner, Jr. (Communist) 

Paul T rivers (communist) 

Stephen W. Avery 

The "Screen -Triter" is sold at only eleven book stores and news stands 
In Los Angeles and it is noted that among these are the Lincoln Book Store, " 
1721 North Highland Avenue in Worth Hollywood and the Progressive Book Shop, 

717 West Sixth Street, Los Angeles, both of whic^^^^^j^^^ntified by 
reliable informants as communist book stores* 

» Under date of August 14, 1946, the "Hollywood Reporter, " a motion 

=siiC4ure trade shoot edited by William Wilke roon, contained jtho following 

■g^ ^-jdltb rial under the caption, "Another Vote for Stalin.* B^ause of its interest, 
artiols is being sat out in full* l_ 

. - i 
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"The Screen Writers Guild continues to take Its oitiera from 
Moscowl 


"A late iseue of Isveatia, the official newspaper of the Soviet 
* government, attacked the recent film trade agreement arranged 
between ths imerlcan and French state departments* -r v - ■ t 

According to an Associated Fress dispatch dated August 9 from 
Moscow, Victor Poltoralsky, writing in the Ccmmuniet organ, attacked 
the agreement as a threat to the very existence of the French film 
Industry, and be cams particularly virulsnt over an alleged statement 
by /merican economists that American films offered 'the bsst method 

of fighting Communism in France.' , , , 

, ■ •. .. ‘ - - ■■ " • : -, 'i 

*- ■+- 'I 

' ' "Itvestia is the voice of World Communism giving orders. • The '»0 

voice of the Red Beachhead in Hollywood — saying , 'aye, aye, comrade JJ'.— 
y was heard in tlm» Screen Writers Guild mseting on July 29, at the 
Hollywood Roosevelt Hotel, when that Red- dominated organisation 
adopted the following resolution! 


'that the Screen Writers Guild, in arswor to the appeal 

t of the French film workers, expresses its opinion of the French- 

s- American film agreement and asks our State Department to investigate 

; ' j; " , the possibility of re-negotiating this agreement so that the French 

1 ^ film industry can survive.' ' ‘ 

; ' . ’ . . * - ; ■. > ' 

"In other words, the Communist Party organ in Moscow and the 
, ' Screen Writers Qaild in Hollywood attacked ths French trade agreement 

on the saue spurious grounds — that it would destroy the French film 
industry. 

"And the Guild voted agalnet the State Department of ths republic 
that gives American writers thsir freedom, and against ths motion 
picture industry, which gives them their living. 



"They were persuaded to do this by Harold Salemson, who addressed 
the Guild for 25 minutee, denouncing the trade agreement. He charged 
that a third of the workers in the French film industry would be 
thrown out of work by ths Amsrican trade agresmsnt. Re said ths 
American Industry was prepared to flood France with five years of 
film product. And he implied that the State Department wae imperial— 
;lstically forcing American films upon an unwilling Friicb public, 

'•This was barefaced lying. The agreement negotiated*^ Lson 
Blum^ and ths American Stats Department does not guarantee THS 
EXHIBITION OF A SINGLE AMERICAN MOTION PICTURE IN FRANCE. American 


■v 


pictures will be played OHLI if french theatre owners 
public want the*. ' 1 • ■ ■ 


L 


the French. 


■The trade agreement DC IS GUARANTEE that four out pi every 13 
weeks' playing time in French theatres shall be d*voted^to- r the 
exhibition of French pictures. All 13 woeks CAN be devoted to 
French pic turns if the theatre manager prefers. 

, fThe Quild resolution deliberately beclouds this situation by J, 
-raking it seen that French exhibitors were forced to play nine 
wee Ira of Mexican pictures. Put the only force backing American 
fill is in France is that of popular demand. 


Vnd this, the Communist# can't standi 




•Tha true situation Is revealed in a copy of a lstter which the . 

• Reporter received fro* the head of a major studio yesterday— a letter,? ' 

. written by Brio Johnston, president of the Motion Picture Association^y 1 ";' 

, to Ihsaet La very, President of the Ceres n Writers Ouild. It speaks for. .O * 

•• Itself I ' ' ' ' ‘ •- • ■■ 

•Dear Mr. Xavexy* 

•I so profoundly disturbed by the implication of a resolution 
which I understand was recently adopted by the Screen Writers Guild. 

.. • •• t • • - ■ r 

... V ••♦According to inforratlon received from our Hollywood offioe, this 

resolution said in parti r ? 

"that the Screen Writers Ouild in answer to the appeal cf 
the French film workers, expresses its opinion cf the Frcr.ck- 
Aoerican film agreement and asks our State Der;artrent to 
investigate the possibility of re-negotiating this agre&xmt 
so that tho French film Industry can survive." 

* 

•Tho plain implication of the resolution is that the f greer.cn t 
recently negotiated by ou r government and the French government is a — 
threat to the survival of the French filn industry. 


£ 


♦X believe there is absolutely.no basis for the unwarranted 
assumption that the agreement threatens the extinction of the 
French filn industry and 1 believe fiirther that such an assumption 
casts an undeserved reflection upon the good faith of fche A* eric an 
Xl-fT and French officials who negotiated the agreement for two- • 

3* 1 governments .-"k ^ 


r&r 
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^ »The Qiild's resolution, in effect, distorts eo completely the 
purpose and pearling of the agreement that I believe a clarification 
of its provisions is vitally essential. Hth that in mind I shall 
eet forth briefly why it was adopted and the purposes which it is 
designed to achieve. 

•The moving purpose behind the agreement was a desire to 
" promote the ideal^of world imity iy removing some of the restrictions 
r# which isolate one nation from another, by Chinese lEalle of nationalism. 

The motion picture is a primary mediun for the exchange of ideas 
be tv oen people. I have always believed that excessive nationalism 
breeds warj that a freer exchange of goods, services and information 
is a healthy offset to the friction whioh causes war. 

• is for the specific oonditions of the agreement relating to -j* 

the motion picture, I believe that .any fair-minded person will ^ - 

agree that the terms s si forth actually protect the development 
of the French film industry and give it a greater measure of protection 1 
than it had before the war. 

'For example, every theatre in France must reserve at least four 
week's playing time out of every 13 solely for French pictures. 

During the r e maining nine weeks of the quarter, the theatre is free 
to play foreign pictures or French pictures, whichever it prefers. 

The free playing time is not reserved for American pictures— it may 
ba used for the exhibition of Russian films or British films or 
French f i lm s or the films of any other nation. 

'Actually, the agreement does not guarantee the exhibition of a 
single American motion picture in France, It simply opens the rarket 
to the best pictures. 



. ■ 


'Before the war, th$ American motion picture industry annually 
supplied between 150 and 185 "dubbed" feature pictures for the French 
market. Since the agreement, however, the eight leading American 
companies voluntarily agreed to release not more than 124 "dubbed" 
features in the French market annually* The number of feature 
pictures with superimposed titlee which have a limited distribution 
in France will be substantially smaller than before the war. Thie 
should reassure anyone who honestly believes that tho American 
industry ie preparing to flood tha French market with jfilms produced 
here during the war period. •’ - 


»v . 
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i The observation of Monsieur Leon Blum, an outataijiing franoh 
patriot who aided in negotiating the agreement, should be-aufficient 
answer to the accusation that the agreement is against the best 
interests of the french producing industry* In a statement, quoted 
in the American press on June 29* Monsieur Blum saidj ‘ ' : >"• 




■In renouncing the 1936* pact, the United States made 
considerable -concession in agreeing to let France keep ; 
exclusively four weeks out of every 13 for French products, . 

aseuring 30 percent of the playing time* When negotiations 
started, the French hoped to get a seven weeks cuota, but 
after long discussion Francs did well in comparison to a 
17 percent guarantee. granted to Italy ^and a 22 percent accord, . ^ 
' with Britain. * : . . '■ . 

’ : v ;' , ■ *;• . • / - 

’Mono! sur ELm added* r ..... 




i - 
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•There is not a word in the accord to prevent an exhibitor from 
showing 100 percent French films if he wishes* Ythat ie 
needed is for the French film industry to produce films 
pleasing to the public. 


■Film interests here must remember the Washington accord 
• would assist in the re-establislsaent of the French film industry. ; v . r 
The French indue tjy will aid in every way." 

w’ ■ '* - - ‘ ' 

•You may be interested in knowing that when the loan agreement was 
up for approval in the French assembly, the only spokon opposition to ths 
film provisions cam© from a few Communist deputies. It is obvious to 
me why French Canmunists wish to keep out American motion pictures which 
reflect American democratic life* 


•I do not for a moment challenge the right of the Screen Writers 
Guild or any other group to aek the State Department to re-negotiate 
the existing film agreement with France* That i6 simply the 
exercise of an American fundamental right* 


•But the implication that the goverment of the United States or 
the American film industry took undue advantage of the French film 
Industry ie both naive and false. I challenge it* 

, * ; ' . 1 ■ r . .. 

r , *1 am giving you theee facts in the interest of fairness and accuracy* 

. • * . J? ' V f ■ ' - *r « . . *7 

Sincerely yours. 


Erio Johnston. » 





■Mr. Johnston' 8 8 PPbs 1 probably will Tall on deaf 
onaomiats are not interested in 'fairness and accuracy ' 

"Mr. Salemson, the sponsor of this attack on industry jmd 
government, has been an industrious member of many of the extreme 
left-wing groups which have consistently followed the Party linel 

•- - . - '■ "Thie ie the kind of leadership to which the Screen Writers Guild 

.'V s , V listens. This is the kind of leadership which' cauass the Guild to -< 

.... ignore the fact that the foreign market on many pictures means the V 
difference between profit and loss, and to attack the industry of 
which it is a part. 

"TH3 PARTI FIRST I" 

1 The "Hollywood Reporter" on August 20, and 21, 1946, contained v -bf 
articles which were directed at the Screen ‘Writers Guild and accused this j; 

. . organiaation of being a Canwohlst controlled and dominated group* The 
, "Hollywood Reporter" carried, articles reflecting that ths President of the Oulld, ; 
John Howard Lawson, has been a sponsor of numerous Communist front groups, such 
ae the American Youth for Democracy, and the Joint Anti-Fascist Refugee Committee, 
as well as the Hairy Bridges Defense Committee and the Hollywood Independent 
Citizens Committee for the Arts, Sciences and Professions* 



The article also reflected that Dalton Tr.-mbo, a member of the 
Guild's Executive Board and Editor of the Guildfs official magazine, was a 
Communist and is the holder of Cosmumlgt Party Membership Book No. 36802. 

■* • v . ■ • * . ■ • . _ ■' ? 1 ^ . 

Gordon Kahn, Ring Lardner, Jr. and Richard Jay Pollings, all members 
of the Executive Board, are also accused of being Camnunista and their Communist 
party Book numbers are Bet out therein. 

These articles were followed in this periodical by an article on the . 
American Authors Authority, whieh is sponsored and bached by the Screen TTriters" 
Guild* The latter article is- referred to in the section set out concerning . ' 
"The Arerican Authors Authority. " 



■ V.* 
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DEVELOPtfBHTS IH COMFEROICS Of STUDIO UNIOW^ " 
(November 14, 1946 to Febroajy 14, 1947 ) 1 






Thle block of Communist controlled unions, according toj 

paid confidential informant of the Los Angeles field Division, 
till on "e trike. The strike is a continuance of the 1945 strike which was 
and still is an attempt of the Communist elements, according to thie source, 
to control the unions in the Hollywood studios* 


.s s 



pickets were singing ^Solidarity Forever. * this source also reported that 
tha Painters District Council #36 voted a 43,000 fund for the benefit of the 
strikers, the Badlo Writers Quild set at the hose of Bing Lardner, Jr., and 
voted 44,000 for the strikers ' benefit. 


the Conference of Studio Unions has bean spreading its influence to 
the radio field through an alliance with another group of like nature now being 
formed in that field, this new block of unions is to be called the Council of 
Radio Unions. In organisational meeting of radio anions was held on November 
21, 1946, in Hollywood. Composing this parallel block of unions are the 
following t 

Radio Writers Quild 

Radio Directors Quild 

American Federation of Musicians, 

Local #47 

American Federation of Radio Artists 


According to this source this group has announced that it will affiliate with 
the Conference of Studio Unions. Commenting on this alliance, the source 
indicatec that unis would be a moet effective weapon because of the affinity 
of the motion picture industry with the radio industry^ 

. filth regard to the strixe in the Hollywood motion picture industry, 
it ie reported that this strike is now more or less ineffective. The studios 
nave used replacements put in 'by the ITASL and seen to be waging pictures as 
usual. It is reportou that the Conference of Studio Unions is attempting to 
get the support of the unions in England in order to stop production there 
of any pictures in which American capital is interested. So far there has 
been luttle success attaches to this effort. 
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COUNCIL OF HOLLYWOOD GUILDS AND 


UNIONS^ 


Special* gents of the 
Los 'Angelas fivieicn on tVptrdbef- T~ t l*4fc, Stained a 10-page type- 

written report. which described the activities of the Council of Hollywood 
Ouilds and Unions. This report reflects that there are now seven CSU unions, 
two IATSE locals, two Independent unions, and one A. F. of L. miscellaneous . 
union, which comprise this organisation. They are as follows) Screen Story 
Anal yst * g Guild; Screen Cartoonist Guild; Screen Costumers Guild; Film Techni- 
cians; Film Electricians Local 40; Vachinista Guild; Musicians Local 767 
(This la not the mslcians union to which musicians In the studios belong.); 
Painters Union; Screen Publicists Union; Screen Supervisors Union; Screen 
Set Decorators; Screen Writers Guild. 


It Is noted that the subject organisation has lost, mainly because 
of difficult is s over the current f 11*. strikes, the Screen Actors Guild, Screen 
Office rwployess Guild, and Musicians Local So. 47, to which all musicians* In 
the lotion picture industry belong. 

According to this report the Council is seeking new affiliation and * 
Is attempting to induce the Radio Writers, the Radio Directors, and the Film 
Editors Ouilds to join with them in pressing for "progressive legislation. * 
This report also points out that the Council mist seek for closer affiliation 
with the Conference of Studio Unions which is, as has been previously pointed 
out, heavily Infiltrated with the Commnist Party. This report also points 
out that the "Progressives," i.s. Communists within the Council, see the cur- 
rent Hollywood film strike, together with the move by the AF of L to sst 
up a Hollywood Council, as a "serious threat" to the subject organization. 
Aocording to the report, the Communists feel that if the AF of L does sst up 
a Hollywood Labor Council In addition to the Los Angelas Labor Council 
the two may be operated in parallel but that it is also quite likely that the 
AF of L will take the AF of L local out of the Council and may have them 
uss only the independent unione. Moreover, the current jurisdictional 
dispute between ths CSU and the IATSE Is a serious threat to the internal 
stage of the Council of Hollywood Guilds and Unions. Regardless of which 
stand the Council takes in the settlement of the dispute, several locals which 
are affiliated with the Council will obviously protest and this leaves the 
Council unable to take the affirmative, definite stand in the current dispute. 


T.wi- 




in this reports 

which report is bellsvsA tJ nave roe 
cnnett Wills, Executive Secretary, When she stated, 
"I am sure that everyone will agree that either the Council will cease to 
exist entirely or it oust be stamped as a real source in Bollywood." 

This report also detailed sooe of the highlights of Ths Council's 
activities, an examination of which reflects that the Council has constantly 
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supported the measures advocated by the Consnnist Party In the Loo Angeles Field 
Division. These include (1) a fight against Cecil B. Do Vill e, (2) participa- 


Men in the fight- for radio freedom, l.e. the protest against high labor con- 
^WTero, (3) the fight against motion picture aliens,' (4) "conferences with 
Robert Pis kin of the OTI on educational films for Europe,* $5) protest against 


the State Un-American Activities Committee, (6) activity for'"* -etate FE?C, (7) 
sealing a delegate to the "Yin the Peace* conference, (8) a protest against 
banning of Lena Horne film in Tennessee, (9) a protest against Truman's 
intervention In the railroad strike. 

\ "* '.V 

This sanation of Council *s activities in the last few months con- 
cludes by stating, "Bor have we forgotten the Jugoslavs, the Russians, and 
the drive toward World War III. * 

The Counoil has continued to support those measures and activities In 
which the Conmranlst Party has been prominently identified* For example, on 
Sunday, March 17, 1946, the Council was identified aa one of the sponsors of 
an address by Congressman Hugh Do Lacy, who gave a "hard-hitting expose of the 
plot against the peace* • 


an Agent of the 

Los AngetesTT£TFTT^iaicti obtilred minutes of the meetL-t of the Council 
which was held on June 6, 1946. According to the minutes, the Council re- 
ceived s letter from Festus Coleman, a Negro prisoner at San Quentin, t h a nkin g 
the Council for their support in an attempt to secure his parole. It is well 
known that the Communist Party has waged a vigorous caupaign to free Coleman 
alleging that he was Improperly convicted. At the same meeting the Council 
stated that President Truman had *used the powers of his office to blackjack 
the railroad workers rather than to effect a just settlement.* 

At a meeting held on August 8, 1946, the Council registered a strong 
protest with the Anfcaasador Hotel for refusing lodging to a Negro song writer, 
Carlton Uoss. Uoss was identified, through a highly confidential, but delicate 
spnrce-wfaaJiad access to the records of Elizabeth Benson, the section organizer 
and membership director of the Northwest 'Section* of the Los Angeles County 
CoBsuhist 'Tarty, as a member of the Commxnlst Party. This meeting of August 8, 
l n 46', closed with a resolution urging the widespread distribution of leaflets 
which had been prepared by the Mobilization for Democracy* Mobilization for 
nmnocrae^is^beenidentified as a Comucmist front organization and according 
to^HHHHHBFa paid active informant of the Los Angeles Office, this 
org^Hza^^nwo^s very closely with the Council of Hollywood Guilds and Unions. 

• 

SCREEN WRITERS OUILD 

In the October, 1946, Issue of the Screen Writer, the publication of 
the -Screen Writers Guild, on page 32 there is a note which reads, *The current 
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outlook and strike in the major notion picture studios began too late to 
permit inclusion In this Issue of any sunary of events#* The note then 
jjgifl on to point out that the Screen Writers Guild has Bade) an independent 
Investigation and found that there was considerable violence at the etudlo 
gates# It reminded the members of the Screen Writers Guild* that they need 
not go through a picket line where there was any fear of violence and con- 
cluded by stating that they would legally aseist any member of ths Screen 
Writer* Guild who was fired or otherwise discriminated against by a pro- . 

. ducer for refusing to come to work* 

At a so-called emergency meeting of the Screen Writers Guild 
' on October 1, 1946, which was reportedly attended by only a very few Screen 
Writers, a resolution was passed to loan the striking unions $10, 000, How- 
ever, ft a general membership meeting held on November 13, 1946, this pro- 
posal was decisively defeated# 

screen writer and an informant of the Los 
Angelee cffTce7paI^ft^w.t that reoently there has developed within the 
Screen Writers Oiild considerable opposition to the pro-Co acnnist leadership,* 
This source etated that following the publication of the articles by . £ 

W ilk arson identifying most of the Executive Board as members of the Communist 
Party, many of the writers began to challenge thle leadership, and a movement 
was begun to draft a elate of non-Comminlst writers as officers. At a general' 
membership meeting of the Screen Writers Guild, held on November 13, 1946, the 
following were elected to executive position* : 


President Emit La very 

-- 1st Vice President Wary Sc Call, Jr# 

2nd Vice Preeident Howard Estabrook 

3rd Vice Preeident Hugo Butler ^ 

Secretary F. Hugh Herbert 

Treasurer Harold Bachman 


! 


Lavery eecured 495 votee, to 293 votes for the opposition candidate, 
Talbot Jenninge. This vote doss not in some email measure eliminate a portion 
of the Comounist influence from the Executive Board of ths Guild. However, 

Vary UcCall and Howard Estabrook have both been identified in several Communist 
front organisations. Through a highly confidential but delicate source it was 
ascertained that ths records of Elizabeth Benson, membership director of the 
Los Angels s County Contain 1st Party, reflected that Hugo Butler and Harold 
Buchan n were members of the Communist Party. 

j At this same meeting, a resolution to loan $10,000 to one' of the unions 

; now on strike in the motion picture indue try was defeated; however, a reeolu- 
— tion to loan $2500 to ths Newspaper Oulld was paseed# 
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The Screen Writers Ouild continues to publish the ^Screen Writer as 
r »eial publication, and many of the articles are contributed by known 
■embers of the Communist Party. Ihe editorial cosadUee ofjSiG it presently 
composed ofi — 


♦■■I 




Eklton Trumbo, Editor 
Gordon Eahn, Managing Editor 
Stephen Morehouse Amery 
Harris Gable 
F. Bach Herbert 
ling Lardner, Jr* 

Isabel Lennart 
Sonia Lemlen 
Theodore Strause 
Paul Trims rs 

Harold J. Sal wet on. Director of Publications 


Of this committee, semen including Trumbo, Kahn, lardner, Lennert, 
Strauss, Trimers and Sale— on are member* of the Conmuniet Party. 

In the October, 1946, issue of the Screen filter, wnichicrs toe latest' 
me. available at the time, there are six articles. One concerns the estab- 
lish— nt of the JLAi} another, the scope of the Screen Writers Guild; a third 
article by Cocnuniste Howard Dins dale and Guy Lndorej the fourth on a technical 
phase of screen writing; the fifth on opinions and motion pictured; and the 
sixth by Communist screen writer faster Cole on wage negotiations for screen 
writers. 


This publication contains each month an editorial which in the October 
issue was demoted to the merits of the AAA, ana in the back of the publication 
there is a ssetion entitled "News Notes.* An analysis of these notes clearly 
shows that quite often Communist caueee are sponsored or advertised in them. 

For example, the news notes in the October issue of the Screen Writer reflect: 
(1) an announcement by the California Labor School of a series of courses; (2) 
a production by the Communist-dominated Actors Laboratory; (3) a note regarding 
the symposium of "The Challenge of tha Post War World to the Liberal Movement*; 
(4) an announcement of the Cocnuniet-dominated Peoples Educational Center; (5) 
details of the new curriculum of the Peoples Educational Center; (6) a note con- 
cerning the Hollywood Writers Mobilization and the Communist front organization. 
Mobilisation for Democracy; and (7) a note that "Orson Vellee has relinquished 
bis air time to concentrate on film production; a distinct lose to the forces 
of liberalism on the American air wames." i 


L 
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i ascertained 

Ann Roth Ubrgan, J60 Westmount Drive, Ic-s AngeU-e, Eotb Birnkramt 
employed as secretaries in the office of the Screen Writers Guild. 

This same hi ghl y confidential but reliable source reported that the records 
of Elisabeth Benson reflected both of these "women were members Of the Co nro u n lst 


Party. - p 

* . 

The Screen Writer la designed by John Hubley, an artist whoa, according 

to the eaae source, boa been also Identified as a member of the Communist Party. 

% 

International Film and Radio Guild 


The International Film and Radio Guild three a picket line around 
the Avalon Theater on the East Side of Bollywood on January 30, 1947, in the 
first phase of an all-out campaign against the continued production of "inferior 
and Insulting" all-Segro quiches currently being produced by a handful of 
Southern and Eastern Independent producers for shoring in predominately Negro, 
theaters. The management of the Avalon Theater in Bollywood cancelled the, film 
"Beale Street Mass" after three showings of the scheduled minimum five-day run* ; 
This action combined with violent protests from other leading citizens of the 
community against the continued showing of the Bert Goldberg all-colored 
featurette forced the theater manager to discontinue the showing of the featurette. 

A. Frederici, manager of the Avalon Theater, Issued the following 
statement: "We have a contraot with the Alfred N. Sack Amusement Enterprises 

to show 13 of these all-colored films throughout the coast area in the near 
future, but if the Negro people consider these pictures insulting, we certainly 
prefer to .take the consequences with Sack rather than to offend an entire race." 

Leon Hardwick, executive secretary of the International Film and 
Radio Guild, explained his organisation's position thuslys "For several years, 

I FRO, MAACP, the Negro press and various other groups have been lambasting 
Hollywood studios for presenting Negroes in non-complimentary roles, seeking 
at the same time a more balanced presentation of Negro life on the screen. 
Meanwhile we have been overlooking entirely the practice of a small group of 
money-mad Individuals in the 'east and south, who dump these inferior, insulting 
films on the Negro market throughout the country. How can we expect to get 
better treatment from Hollywood as long as this latter evil persists? 



"IFRG, an organization dedicated to the task of helping protect the 
interests of minorities in the entertainment world, is launching an active 
oampalgn against this vicious type of racial exploitation in films and hope 
others will Join us." 
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Listed among the officers of the International Film and Badio Guild 
are Superior Judge Stanley Hosk, Lena Homs, John Garfield, foeeph Calleia, Xing 
Cole and A1 Jarvis. 


The above information concerning this group mie 
Peoples Yoice of February 1 , 1947. 
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DgyLLOFiSfire AS A BeSPLT OF MOTION PICTURE 

' . IMDUSTHI "ST&IXE “ - 

Following the outbreaks of violence in the Hollywood motion picture 
iauuetiy strike on Voveober 14, 1946, in which at leaet five hoses of non- 
strikers were 1 eporteuly boobed, unidentified vandals on Voveober 15, stole 
and burned a passenger bus owned by the Tanner Motor Company which had been 
used to transport nonstrikers through the Conference of Studio Unions 1 picket 
lines. The Ins Angeles Held Office reported that reliable police contacts 
confidentially advised that they had identified a Communist from San Pedro, 
California, as probably being implicated in the bombings. The Los Angeles 
Tines as a result of this violence called upon the Conference of Studxo 
Unions' loaders to deny or affix* that they were in any way implicated. 

The IATSB representatives on Voveober 15, 1946, again refused to 
confer with the Conference of Studio Unions leaders as long as their members 
were subjected to possible violence. On the afternoon of Voveober 15, it. *ae 
reported that the Conference of Studio Unions held a ue s meeting which 
resulted in the eendlng oat of orders to all members that they must assemble 
in front of Columbia Motion Picture Studios the following morning at 6*00 a.m. 
and that any member who was not arrested would be fined #25 by the Union. 

It is reported that Sorrell confided in a police informant that he ae well 
as his entire Strategy Committee would go to Jail. This picketing, of coarse, 
would be in violation of the Superior Court's injunction. As a result of 
this mass picketing, the Los Angeles Police Department arrested approximately 
802 strikers in front of Columbia Studios for violation of the Superior Court 
injunction relating to the limiting of the number of legal pickets. 

The Los An.;elee Field Division reported that at a Coamunist mass 
meeting held the previous night, a Conference of Studio Unione representative 
spoke and urged Communists to turn out in mass for the morning picket lines. 

It was later learned that at this meeting which was held to celebrate the 29 th 
Anniversary of the Octooer Devolution under the auspices of the Loa Angel ee 
Communist^ John Stepp, Communist Party organizer for the Hollywood Section, 
urged all present to turn out for picket duty. 

A reward being offered for information leaning tonne arrest and 
gpnvictiou for those responsible for violence in thie film strike .has grown to 



$30,000. Governor Earl Earren on November 15, 1946, stated- that he would give 
full cooperation to local authorities who were endeavoring! to determine who 
wge reeponaible for the recent bo mb Inge and terrorisms* Although the Conference 
'Jb^Studlo Unions leader, Herbert Sorrell, had refused to make any public 
concent some Conference of Studio Unions leaders were charging that the IATS2 
had imported Chicago gunmen* This, however, appears to be "highly doubtful 
lnaeanch as all violence had been directed against members of the IATSE* 

On November 19, 1946, the Conference of Studio Unions picl© ts massed 
in front of the RKO studios* The RKO studios at that time had not secured a 
court order limiting the number of pickets* 

The District Attorney's Office on the evening of November 18, 1946, 
announced that it would file criminal conspiracy charges against the Conference 
of Studio Unions film leaders and a deputy district attorney publicly eta ted 
that the Conference of Studio Unione action was a declaration of war and 
described it as a "campaign of lawless violence,* According to the Loe Angeles 
Police Department, only a few of the 812 strikers arrested raised bail and 
that the rasa in lug individuals who were incarcerated in the Los Angeles city 
Jfile were starting on a hunger strike to call attention to their plight* 

On November ’ 21 , 1946, the Los Angeles County Grand Jury concenced 
subpenaing witnesses and inquiry into violence which had accompanied thle strike* 
Also examining evidence against 14 ring leaders who were arrested on the 18th 
and 19th of November, 1946, on complaints issued by the Loe Angeles County • 
District Attorney* Those indicted included Herbert K* Sorrell, business agent 
for Painters Union, Local #1421, and President of the Conference of Studio 
Uhionsj Matthew Hattieon, business agent for the Screen Story Analysts Guild 
^and a Communist; James Skelton, Chairman of Strike Strategy Committee; Averill 
'’Berman, radio commentator and Communist; Norval Crutcher, Secretary-Treasurer 
of the IATSE, Local #683, and a Cosnanist; and Andrew Lawless, Louie Whitman, 

Hay Higby, Carl Head, John R* liar tin, frank Drdlik, Russell Me Knight, Boy 
Tinsdall and Edward Gilbert* 

On November 23, 1946, theee individuals were indicted for felonious 
conspiracy by the Los Angeles County Grand Jbry* The 812 individuals pre- 
viously arrested for mass picketing in violation of the Superior Court's in- 
junction were released on $50 bond each on this same date* ?he following 
individuals suspected of comnitting the recent bombings were arrested for 
having in their possession explosives* Robert KcCuskey, alias KcCorskey; and 
John F, Tearey, Eugene Calvin Horton and Robert A* Perry* Horton is reported 
to be a painter. Perry an engineer and the others longshoremen* 



On loveaber 25, 1946, Sorrell made a statement In which be denied 
tjjtjLbe Conference of Studio Unions was In any way responsible for t he recent 
b'ScIngs. He made an appeal to the studio producers to reopen negotiations 
looking toward a return to work. Spokesmen for the producers stated that 
Sorrell's appeal was odder consideration and it appeared tha t^tfiW producers 
would reopen negotiations. 

•' On Hoveaber 26, 1946, Superior Court Judge Willis denied the strikers' 
appeal to dismiss s restraining order limiting the number of pickets ar.d.piinted 
out that the motion picture studios were caught in a union jurisdictional 
dispute. •‘■'•v, ' 

Following the District Attorney's action of instigating the conspiracy 
charges against the strike leaders, the Los Angeles Office reported tnat the 
Couaunist attorney Benjamin Itargolis, the attorney for the Conference of Studio 
Unions, wts contacted by the Coomunist Party County Chairman for advice as to 
how far the Communist press could go in attacking the conspiracy charges. 
H&rgolia advised tnat the Coranmist press could call this "an attack on labor, 
and "fascist techniques" but cautioned Comunist Party leaders against threaten- 
ing the judge or alleging corruption. It is reported also that the Communist 
Party lenders urged their members to maintain the picketing and "tough attitude" 
for at least a few more days. 

On December 2, 1946, approximately 50 members of the Conference of 
Stulio Unions picketed the Los Angeles Hmes newspaper office for alleged 
unfair news reporting of the strike. 

lbs Mexican labor leader j Lombardo Tolendano, President of the Latin 
American Confederation of Labor, pledged his support to the Conference of 
Studio Unions. 

It was also reported on December 3, 1946, that former Congressman 
Ellis £. Patterson was employed by the Conference ol Studio unions fur 
political liaison work. 

With r.-gurd to the strike itself, it is reported tnat Sorrell has 
clearly lost the jurisdictional issue and continues to press nis new demands 
for higher cages ar.d shorter hours in an apparent attempt to Justify his calling 
the Conference of Studio Unions out on strike. 

At a meeting held December 3, 1946, office employees of the Inter- 
national Union which has Jurisdiction over the white-collar workers in the 
film industry voted to call a strike in all local film exchanges but did not 
wet a date for this strike. Office workers were demanding a 20 par cent 


I 


■eg* increase and improved working condition*. This local t^e wired the 
National Labor Belations Board and the Secretary of Labor under the 
C -f5a4.eioD8 of the Smith-Coanally Act for the etrike authorial tiou and has 
called upon the Central Labor Council to place all notion picture studios 
oil the unfair list* Workers in major studios have pledged tWir. support 
to the Office Employee® International Union in the film exchangee and 
snould the entire membership of the OEIU go out on strike it would effect 
the stenographic and clerical employees in all major studios except 
paramount which has a company union for these employees. 

r y . ^ 

On December 5, 1946, £07 V. Brewer, International representative 
of the IATS2, testified before the House Committee on Un-American Activities 
that the current Hollywood film strike was brought about by Comr, unists. 
it was reported that the House Committee rt&a un-ole to serve a eubpena on 
Sorrell, out it was reported that State Senator Tfenney, who ie Chairman cf the 
California State Un-American Activities Committee appeared before tne United 
States House Committee on Un-American Aotivitiee and testified taat Sorrell ' 
was a Communist Par ty member. At that time the House Committee indicated ., 
that it would call Sorrell to testify at a Committee Hearing whicn was ±0 be 
held in la8hington, D. C., sometime in January. Hearing e conducted by the . 
Houie Committee were being held behind closed doors, but sources believe they 
we 2 e conducting intensive inquiriee into the film Industry. 

A* of Eecember 10, 1946, the producers still refused to open nego- 
tiations with the Conference of Studio Unlone unlees the latter assured them 
that it would act to prevent violence, x,Lat the Conference of Studio Unions 
would aaaure them that that they would accept the AiL jurisdiction over thie 
etrike, and would abide by their July agreement not to ask for additional 
W^ge increases. 

The mass trial of ovur 800 pickets opened in Los Angeles on December 
11, 1946. . Warner Brothers etudioe reported minor vandalism when unidentified 
individuals atterpted to chop open a cable of over 200 telephone lines at 
tuieir etudio. 


fifteen members of the Studio Carpenters Union asked the Federal 
Court in Loe Angelee to issue a declaratory judgment. Thie action wus dee- 
cribed ue unprecedented legal action to settle Jurisdictional disputes. 

Tuese men allege in their complaint that they are unable to work at their 
accustomed jobs because of a jurisdictional dispute and named both the IATSE 
and Conference of Studio Unions ae defendants. 


■* ■ 

t: 


According to the Los Angles pr^se, tho Los Angelas Field Division 
reported on DecemOer 13, 1946, that 35 screen set decorators affiliated 
'filth tna Conference of Studio Unions petitioned the IATSE to grant them 
VMaburship cards in ordei^^^^^i^ykLgJJt continue to work tin the motion 
picture studios. f 
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the 14 film union official* and pickets who were in 
charges of criminal conspiracy on January 7, 1947, entered oL 
m *j- Sorrell and Mattison in addition to the inuictaent^ ' 
^wMlrpiracy nave been cnarged with conspiracy to influence ami 
to break an injunction on November 14, 1946. t 


dieted on 
eas of not 
of criminal 
coerce strikers 


Meanwhile Municipal Judge Ellsworth Meyer has denied a defense motion, 
for separate trials for each cf the 2Q2 film pickets now on trial in Los 
Angeles and on January 10, 1947, former Congressman Ellis Patterson, who is 
reliably reported to be a member of the Communist Party, and Ruth Seade, who 
is known to be a member of the Communist Party, appeared at the City Attorneys 
office and demanded that the City drop prosecution against the pickets who were 
arrested in connection with illicit picketing in November of last year. 


Charging "unexcusable brutality" and "un-arranted" persecution of 
film strikers^ A.len heist, Southern California Director of the American Civil 
Liberties Union, appealed to the police and District Attorney to drop the 
conspiracy indictment against the strike leaders. Heist also charged that 
the present mass trials of pickets impinges upon the civil rights of strikers 
and stated that the resources of the American Civil Liberties Union soula be 
available to those charged with conspiracy and disorder in the current film 
strike. 


Negotiations for the settlement of this strike ap r ear to oe dead- 
locked and the producers have again stated that inasmuch as it is a jurisdic- 
tional dispute it can be ended only by action within tne APL. 


t ’* 

\ r 




COSFEKEBCB OF STUDIO UKIOKS 


f~ 

(February 14, 1947 to April 22, mj?) 

Confidential Informant Los Angeles reported 

that the Conference of Studio Unions^unJe^the leadership of Herbert L Sorrell, 
a forsttr Communist, is still on strike. Be stated that picket lines are still 
before^tKe studio gates and all attempts to settle the strike so far hare failed# 

He reported that the Conference of Studio Unions, although an AFL bloc, has the 
s 7 vpathi.es of the CIO and all groups where Communist influence is felt* The - 
World Federation of Trade Unions has been appealed to by Sorrell and unions in 
France and England have responded* Some of then hav^a^ised to handle file 
in their countries. The same applies, according tofl|K|r to South America and 
Mexico "where Comnunists ere strongly entrenched. Vioente Lombardo Toledano, 
head of the left-wing unions in Mexico and a vice president of the riorld Federation 
of Trade Unions, was in Los Angelee during February of 1947# and spoke at a 
■eating of the Conference of Studio Unions, at which time he promised he would - 
shut down every notion picture theater in Mexico for one day in sympathy with . 
the strike of these Hollywood unions* " ' . 

The Hollywood Be porter for February 3# 1947, under the heading 
"Mexican Theater Strike to Aid CSU“ stated in part that Vicente Lombardo 
Toledano, Mexican labor leadsr, on Sunday night, February 2, 1947, told a C.S.U. 
mass meeting that he was wiring the Mexican union, the equivalent of the I.A.T.S.E* 
in the United States, to call a one day strike of all Mexican theaters on the first 
convenient 'Sunday, as a means of telling the Mexican public of the Hollywood strike 


It stated that Toledano is in Los Angeles attending a meeting of the 
■„ International Labor Organisation and he was quoted as saying that he was "wiring 
jqy office in Mexico City to write to all Latin American theater unions requesting 
them to take similar action." He said if the strike wore not settled by May, when 
the Vorld Trade Federation of which he is a vice president meets in Prague, he 
would try to have a world wide one day theater "close-down 0 ca l led. It further 
stated that a majority of the Screen Actors Guild has gone on record as supporting 
the Screen Actors Guild's policy and activities of the Board of Directors in the 
current Hollywood film e trike. 


It also stated that the Screen Actors Guild leadership was biased for 
a lack of moral courage to support the strike in a talk last night by Father George 
Dunne. Be called on the Screen Actors Guild to adopt a policy of refusing to 
croes picket lines and thus speed the end of the long studio strike. 


The Labor Herald for February 6 , 1947, stated that the American Labor 
Delegation from the American Federation of Labor objected; to any consideration 
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of the Hollywood strike on the grounds that it is * strictly Jurisdictional strike 
and it then was emphasised that Toledano's presentation w« ^unofficial. 

S' JBfev Regsrdlng the Hollywood situation, Toled&no saldihat he had received 
a telegram from Hollywood strikers while he still was in Mexico. The strikers 
. asked that Mexican workers refuse to finish work on any films -produced in the 
; United States which might be sent to Mexico for completion. His reply was that 
^Mexican trade unions “of course'* would not finish any such films sent to Mexico. 

ft stated that Herbert Woods, a United States worker and an AFL dele- 
gate who was presiding, cut short the, exchange of positions with a reminder that 
"Mr. Toledano's declarations had been entirely unofficial" and required no 
formal action from the group of delegates. 

This is the second strike in two years by this group for control of the 
studio workers. There is no question of wages or hours involved. The present 

■^strike is now in its fifth month. " J' . 

.. ** '-.civt r < ' , v *■ . ' *<’ •• vi' ■ 

ir~ . v. 

A benefit to raise money (or the strikers was held at the Philharmonic : 

Auditorium on February 6, 1947. All those entertainers appearing or sponsoring 
same have reportedly records of Communist activity or sympathy. The prominent 
ones were: 


Abe Barrows and Irving Reis 
(Co-Chairmen of the Meeting); 

Me Anderson (Negress) - singer; 
Eye Arden, actress; * 

Saul Chaplin, son of Charlie Chaplin; 
Betty Comden; 

Adolph Green; 

Howard Da Silva, screen actor; 

Anita Ellis. Actors Lab.; 

John Garfield, actor; 

Peter Lind Hayes, actor; 

Dan Seymour; 


Paul Henreid, actor; 

A1 Jarvis, radio entertainer; 
Sol Kaplan; 

Gene Kelly, actor; v 
Evelyn Keyes, actress; 
Harpo Marx, actor; 

Sidney Miller; 

Corinna Mura, actress; 
Stanley Prager. actor; 
Jessie Price, Actors Lab.; 
Alan Reed; 

Keenan Wynn, actor. 


Approximately $6000 was raised. 

> - Agents of the Los Angeles Office attended the show at the Philharmonic 

* Au ditorium February 6, 1947, given by the so-called "motion picture stars of 
^fp'.-HoHywood'* for the benefit of motion picture strikers. The program was the usual 
^r .f^songs; dances, dialogue, jokes and skits of various sorts. Interspersed, there 
•t^Jwere several strike scenes where the police were shown **W*ting up strikers." 
Usually only one or two strikers were shown as if peacefully pjgketing, carrying 
banners or boards on which some slogans were inscribed. 
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The police, usually several in number, would arrive onthe scent and 
charge the pickets with "conspiracy" to do something and proceed to "beat up" 
the pickets. At no time did the pickets resist but meekly sufetnitted to the 
^**jS£lend€<l beatings."' 


There were approximately 3000 persons present. The admission was 
from $L00 to $5.00. It is estimsted that approximately $2500 to $3000 net was 
realised from the box office. In addition, a collection was taken. contri- 
butions announced were as follows: 



$1000.00 

2 $500 checks 

1000.00 

1 $250 check 

250.00 

1 $200 check 

200.00 

10 $100 checks 

1000.00 

3 $50 cheeks 

250.00 

12 $25.cbecks 

300.00 

20 $5.00 bills 

100.00 


En addition to the'above, a general collection was taken by passing 
baskets. The total from the collection, including the above mentioned es 
announced was $3629. It is estimsted that the total net from the entertainment 


was at least $6000 and may have been as much as $7009. 


This same informant reported that on the morning of March 3, 1947, 
Herbert K. Sorrell, alleged Communist leader of the studio strike, was found ISO 
mjles from Los Angeles in the desert where, supposedly, he had been thrown from 
a car. He was found to have been beaten and scratched; he stated that the night 
before he had been kidnapped by three men near his home in Glendale, California; , 
that they had threatened to kill him. He had been trussed up and thrown into the 
car, then taken out into the desert and left there. He said threats to kill him had 
been made. 


This story made headlines all over the country. However, according 
to a statement made by Ben Martinet, Business Representative of Studio 
Plasterers, Local 755, who had attended a cocktail party given by the Studio 
Managers on the ovening of Msrch 6, 1947, this story is false. Martinem stated 
that some of Sorrell's own union members who wanted to go to work had, on 
Sunday morning, March 2, 1947, gotten into an argument with Sorrell and beat 
him up pretty badly; that the whole story of the kidnapping was a fake manufactured 
by Sorrell.. - 

'' ' • \ ’ | 

Despite this, the strikers in the studios, aided bs all the forces of the 

Communist Party in Los Angeles County, wetdo stage a masajpeeting to protest 
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•grUut »h*e ‘’attack on labor** by the Motion Picture Producers and the **gongster- 
rldden IATSE unions.** The mass meeting was to be held at t h? Olympic Auditorium 
In Lot Angeles on Sunday evening. March 9# 1947. Those blfed to speak svere ihe 



;y 


a ■ " 


Phillip M. Connelly 
EUirlL Patterson - 
Waite* J. Turner 

y )fJ-\ ' • . 

Joe De. Silva /'•»■ ; 

Rev. Father George Du nn e ; 
Rev. J. L. Castin- 
Mary McCall. Jr. 

Dalton Trumbo 


! ' 


Secretary-Treasurer of LAIUC 
Ex-Congressman''" " 
AFL.PreBsmen*s Union 

(Candidate for School Board) 

AFL Retail Clerks, Business Agent 
Loyola University - \ 

Negro Candidate for City Council 
Writer 
Screenwriter 


The Conference of Studio Unions issued a circular on or about February 
10, 1947, entitled ’* Anti- Labor Injunctions” in which was stated the following in / 
substance:' . * 

"Anti-Labor functions ark being issued at the request of 
employers in many parts of the United States, to prohibit picketing, 
encourage scabbing, break strikes and destroy unions. , ' 


"Local Injunctions have been ruled out in Federal Court and in 
, 26 states, but not in California.** 

v<>' He further stated that in the current Hollywood dispute, the motion /■■ 

*• picture employers have obtained eourt orders and injunctions without any court . 

' hearing, often with violence and with mass arrests of more than 1000 peaceful 
' ■'/ pickets. 

It stated that these injunctions aid the employers in their purpose 
which is to smash those unions now picketing the film studios for the following 
advantages: 

N i . 

"1. Workable arbitration machinery to settle all disputes 
concerning the allocation of work. 


** 2 . 

"3. 




Signed contracts covering wages, hours and working conditions. 

Return to their job without discrimination of all workers 
on or respecting the picket lines.** /. 


"Variety,** for March 10, 1947, under the he 



’Six Thousand Hesr 


Sorrell at C.S.U. Rally,** stated that approximately 6000 persons turned out last 
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night at tlv? Olympic Audi tori urn to ho&r Horbort Z. Sorrell 
' fti^mjcent kidnapping and. boating. 

r 

It stated that those attending the mass seating rot • to send tele- 
grass to Senator Robert X. Taft and Representative Fred A. Hartley, Chairmen 
Of tho U. S. Senate and House Labor Committees* protesting proposed legisla- 
tion out la-, ring the closed shop and collective bargaining and what were called 
„ "restrictive amendments* to the Vagner Act. Other telogrsm3 were sent to 
v.,' Mayor Bowron, tho District Attorney, and tho City Attorney of Los Angelos, 

. demanding dismissal of the sa3a trials, apprehension of Sorrell's assailants, 
-and an end to the violence which has characterized tho strike* 

In addition to Sorrell, the following persons addressed the resting: 

Ellis E. Patterson (former Congressman) 

Valter J. Turner Father George Donne 

Rot. Jonathan Caatan Averlll Berman ■ * . ' 

J . . Phillip X. Connelly Dalton Trunbo 

this informant, who mas again contacted between April 9 and 11, 1947, 
reported that there was no erldeace of a settlement of the strike, which is not 
over wages or hours but is completely one for Communist control of the Studio 
Unions. 


T 


recount the story of 


cosreasycz o* studio mnors 

(April 22, 1947 - Kay 24, 1947) 

Confidential Informant f the Los Angeles Office 

* reported during the first part Communist-controlled 

;bloo of 3tudlo Unions still reaalns on strike and maintains picket lines before 
the motion picture studios. He stated this strike is now in the eighth month* 
He indicated the motion picture producers are attempting to bargain with the 
strikers but so far nothing has resulted. Ee also stated that the usual forces 
influenced by the Coanunist movement still eupport the strike. 


r 


4 


i 
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The Conammlet Party "Directive'' oi 1935 directing penetration of 
the motion picture industry included also specific directives to concen- 
trate on the so-called intellectual group including directors, writers, 
artists, actors, actresses and highly paid technicians. Reportedly the 
purpose of this. control isjto utilize the motion pictures as a powerful 
instrument of propaganda ana to cause the production of pictures, which ... 4 
will serve /the Interests of the -foreign policy of the' Soviet Union through- 
out the world. v fihile there, has .been an igunenae' program of infiltration.- ■ ; . 

into the etudio lsbor unions, it is, nevertheless, among the "intellectuals, •» 
particularly the writers, directors, actors and artists, or the so-called 
cultural field, where most progress has been made and where Communist 
sympathy and influence is the strongest and most far-reaching. As is fre- 
quently the case in handling such groups, the Communist strategy was to work 
through the use. of front organizations which were not openly identified 'witli • 
the Communist Party, but. which were nevertheless controlled by the Party 
through the orflcial 'members&pV ,Sr f • r/-'-- ’• " ■ " v -■ • ■ 

■- t ■ • !-• f. 

In 1 93^ the International’ Union or Revolutionary Writers held a "" 
convention in Kharkov, Russia, under instructions from the Communist Interna- 
tional. This International Union of Revolutionary VJriters was responsible 
for the ultimate formation oi the League of American T.riters in the United 
States. Many of the writers now employed in the Hollywood Picture Industry 
weTe schooled in the organization which sprang from this Congress and those 
writers who were -.so schooled arc reportedly st ill carrying on for the Com- 
munist Party. At' about the’ same -time, that .ie in 1930, another organization 
.was- set up in the, Soviet Union -known ss the International Union of Revolu- - 
tionary Theater. This likewise, was the parent of a multitude of sub- 
organizations in? the United Ststes called Workers Theaters, Thester Groups, 
Little Thesters, etc. It is reported that all of these projects v/era under 
the firm control of the Communist Party. The first organization formed as 
an outgrowth of the International Union 01 Revolutionary Theaters v.as the 
League of Tiorkers Theater created in Ne w_ynL about 1 n'-.i 1 . I w 1 -:, it c name 
ras chaiged to New Theater League. 

How Theater League 




*- 
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The Hew Thester Lesgue set up s National Executive Board In 1^35 
composeQ of theatrical representatives in the writing and directing fiela 
< throughout the United States. Among the individuals who have been associated 
with the New Theater League in executive positions ana who ere now in Holly- 
*r ;• wood carrying-on its activities are Herbert Kline, director; John Howard 
-<r,' --Lawson, writer; Albert l»altz, writer; Langston Hughes, writer; Clifford Odets, 

* writer; Jay Leyda, directory Viola Brothers* Shore, writers Lester Cole, writer; 
Lillian Bellman, Twrl ter; Herbert'. Bi barman; director; Frani Tuttle, director: . 

”” V- 4' ./ * l-V ■ <j ( , 5 -.. , - *' t ^ j ■' 




J. Edgar Bromberg, actor; Donald Ogden Stewart, writer, and^Lionel Stander, 



Contemporary Theater, Incorporated 


As a part of the Communist Party program and under the auspices 
of the Kew Theater League, there wae aet up in Hollywood an organization known 
as Contemporary Theater, Incorporated. Its aims ana purposes were "devoted 
to the production of the best available plays dealing with the struggles and 
conflicts 'of our times. " ' Thie organization was responsible for the production 
of such playa aa "Peace pn Earth" by George Sklar and Albert Ualtz, ComnunisV 
Party members; "Sailors of Cattaro" by Frederick Wolfe, which portrayed a 
revolutionary uprising; and "baiting for Lefty," “Awake and Sing, 11 '-'Paradise 
Lost" and "Until the Day We Die," all by Clifford Odete, a Cocsnunist Party mem- 
ber. Among the Hollywood sponsors of Contemporary Theater, Inc., were Dorothy 
Parker, writer; Herman Schumlin, director; Herbert Bibensan, director; Dudley 
Nichola, writer; Donald Ogden Stewart, writer; Lionel Stander, actor; Frederick 
March, actor; Florence Eldridge, actress; James Cagney, actor; ,Lewis Mile atone, 
director; John’ Howard Lawson, writer; Clifford Odete, writer, and Frank Tuttle,' 
director. All of these persons have been reported as Communist. Party members 
or as members of recognized Communist Party front organizations. 


Contemporary Theater, Inc., had a comparatively short life. This was 
not because of a lack of interest, but rather because it discovered that a 
eimpler and easier way to get the Communist propaganda playe before the public 
wae to utilize the WPA Federal Theater Project for their purpose. However, in 
1939 the Federal -Theater Project was eliminated from the Work Projects Adminie- 
tration due to All eged Communist control. Therefore the sane Hollywood group 
.which waa instrumental in creating Contemporary Theater, Inc., again reverted 
to setting up ite own theater group and formed the _HQll7wood Theater 

Hollywood Theater Alliance 



This organization reportedly followed the usual formula of a Com- 
munist front group. V.'ithin a few months after its creation the Kon-Aggreseion 
Pact between Stalin ano Hitlgr was announced and the effect on the organization 
was immediately apparent. From a position of support for democracy ana the 
popular front, the organization changea to one of ieolation, oppoeition to lend 
lease, opposition to the Selective Service Act and complete support of the Com- 
munist, Party line. 


The first show produced by the Hollywood Theater Alliance was "Meet 
the People," which followed the Communist Party line completely. It sneered 
_ at preparation for national defense and containeq cleverly satirized propa- 
ganda aimed at preventing aid to Great Britain and In a general "eense upheld 
Aha 'position of the Communist Party in it 3 attitude toward war at that time. 

At the present time the Hollywood Theater Alliance _i.s inactive. 


2 


<>oet of the writers and intellectuals responsible for the organisation bar* 
beooas aetlr* in tha Hollywood Writers Mobilization or other (front group# 
whioh are now very patriotic* Curing the period of the Hollywood Theater 
^ A^Uance for the duration of the Stalin- HI tier pact, August 1939 to June 
it wae extraordinarily eucceeaful* ^ 

Hollywood Anti-Nazi League 

This organisation wee one of the moat outstanding in the series 
of Communist front organisations aet up in Hollywood* It appealed to the 
large Jewish population in Southern California on the basis of fighting Hitler- 
ism and drew financial support from the producers of motion pictures on 
that program. Among the original founders of the Hollywood Anti-Nazis League 
' are Donald Ogden Stewart, writer; Dorothy Parker, writer; Gloria Stuart, actress; 
Herbert Eibeman, director; Frederick Uarch, actor; Viola Brothers Shore, writer; 
Gail Sondergaard, actress, and Alan Campbell, writer* All of these persons 
have betfn reported to be Comunlsts or Communist sympathizers* Following the 
Stalin-Hitler Non-Aggreaeion Pact and the consequent change In the Communist 
party line from opposition to Faaoism to a program of general isolation, the 
Hollywood Anti-Hazi League was "liquidated." It then became the Hollywood 
League for Democratic Action* :' 

Hollywood League for Democrat lo Action 

The program of the Hollywood League for Democratic Action was Just 
the reverse of the Hollywood Anti-Hazi League, although the earns people were 
in control of both organizations. Its officers and members included practical- 
ly the sane persons who had previously been members of the Hollywood Anti- 
Hazi 'League* As stated above, many of these persons are known Communist 
Party members and i,n addition, many o there, although not definitely Identified 
with the Comunist Party, are members of numerous Communist front organisations* 

The organization gradually drifted out of the picture with the 
coming of the American Peace Mobilization* 

American Peace Mobilisation 


This was a nationwide group set up In accordance with the Communist 
Party line of opposition to all national defense measures and the participation 
by the United States in "the imperialist war." The leading figure in the 
Hollywood area was Herbert Biberman, a director who has been Identified as a 
Communist Party member* Known Communists associated with the group in the 
Hollywood area were Sam Oml te, John Howard Lawson, Donald Ogden Stewart, 

Dalton Trumbo, Michael Blankfort, Frank Tuttle and Quy fcndore* Many other 
Hollywood * intellectuals " were reported to be associated with this group 
, whose activities as a Commmiat Party front group are well recognized* 

Hollywood Democratic Committee 

The Hollywood Democratic Committee was set up In January, 1943* 



■ (1 ' 

Ite announced purpoee was the formation of an association cp voters in the 

' /■ motion picture coianunity to support * victory. legislation" apd "victory cariai- : 
.It included a number oi writers, directors and actors^who had pre- ' 
•»; viously been i 
labor groups. 

Joint Anti-Fascist Refugee Committee 



’ . Over the years' from 1937 on, during the period of the war in Spain, 

'vs . numerous Comrcunl st • front - groups had been formed- to assist the Consnuniet / ' £ 

cause 1 ji Spain. '"- Prominent among these were the . Medical Bureau to Aid Spanish 
•. v Democracy, Spanish Refugee Relief Campaign/ Spanish Refugee Ship Mission, * '' 

Friends of the Abraham Lincoln Brigade, Hollywood Committee for Writers in 
Exile ana the United American Spanish Aid Committee. Those groups hid found 
meabersliip and support among the intellectual colony in tho Hollywood area. 

The remnants of all these groupe were consolidated together wltn the forma- 
tion of the Joint Anti-Fascist Refugee Committee. The organization is re- -*k. 
porteoly completely - Communist dominated and Is said to be interested only . la, v/.h. 

. those refugees whose political opinions coincide with those who are in Control^,/ - 

' of the committee. A check of .the personnel and^ those, in charge and activp j 

in the organization ahowe the' same names and control that have been observed ' ' " » 

in the other Hollywood front organizations. Prominent among them ere Phillip 
Uerivale, Robert Roseen, Tamara Geva and 

League of American Writers 




The Hollywood chapter of the League of American Writers is of r, 1 

importanoe because, operating through its members who are firmly intrenched' - 
in the motion picture induetry, it is reported to exercise an insidious / 

''influence over the type of picture produced. An examination of propaganda 
type pictures reflects that in almost every case the writer or writers, and 
in many cases the directors, are persons who have been identified a3 msmbers ! 

of the League of American Writers. 


The parentage and control of the League of American Writers by the 
Communist Party is a matter of record. In l93u a congress oi so-called revolu- 
tionary writers was held in Kharkov, Russia. An International Union oj Revolu- 
tionary <Tritere was formed to cooperate in at 1 countries outside the borders 
of the Soviet Union. The basic purpose or this union was to organise intel- 
lectuals, particularly writers, m all countries, indoctrinating them with 
. the philosophy of Marxian Communism and to create cultural organizations for 
V the defense of the Soviet Union. There had already been set up in the largest 
cities cr the United States, groups of writers, artiste and intellectuals 
called John Reed Clubs, named alter John Heed, the Communist Party revolu- 
' .^i^tionary.' In January, 1935# a Congress of John Reed Club3 was held in Kew 

York City called the First American Writers Congreee. . La an’ outgrowth of this. •'* ■>Vh*' 
Congress the League of American Writers was formed. 'The National Council of. 
the-- League of American Writers then affiliated with the International Union ' ' r v’ 
of Revolutionary Writers with headquarters In Moscow. Thus through the action 
of its Rational Council the League in America became an affiliate of 
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thi* international revolutionary organization which has always been under 
the control of the communist Party of the Soviet Union. 


v .In approximately 1935 the Hollywood chapter of League of 
American Writer* waa formed!” Its purpose was to include those writers who 
^•re employed in the motion pci tore industry in order to concentrate more 
effectively .on the production of motion pictures. Headquarters were set up 
in Hollywood and the organization has functioned steadily since its formation* 
Among the known Co -mis t Party members or Co main 1st sympathizers affiliated 
with the Hollywood chapter of the League of American Writers are Guy Endore, 
Morton Grant, Paul Jarrlco, John Howard Lawson, Waldo Salt, Viola Brothers Shore, 
Tees SI es singer, Donald Ogden Stewart and Dalton Trumbo. ~ 


. The Hollywood Chapter of the League of American Writers has ae an 
organization followed the Communist Party Line ever since it was established. 

It Is reported that this organization has now reached such a position of power ’ 
and influence in the industry that it can be said that it practically dominates 
the cultural eection of the motion picture industry. It is eaid that the 
entire record of the Hollywood chapter, as well as the record of the national 
organisation of the League of American Writers, shows conclusively that th*‘vi\ . 
Communist Party completely dominates and controls both groups* 1 

• - r a ‘ ! \ 

. ' • • * * 4 . • . 

; As of ^February, 1944 > it has been reported that a mcber of in-* ; 
diyiduals who were formerly members of the American League of Writers and" 
who were engaged only in writing, have now been promoted to the position of 
directors or producers. Among these are Robert Rossen, Director at Earner 
Brothers; Korean Corwin, Associate Producer at UGH, Vincent Sherman, Producer- 
Director at Warner Brothers; Dors Schary, Producer at RXO; Clifford Odets, 
Prodncer at Warner Brothers; Sidney Buchman, Producer at Columbia; Sheridan 
Oibney, Producer at Paramount; Julius and Phillip Epstein, Producers at Warner 
Brothers; Arthur Schwartz, Producer at Warner Brothers, aid Z» T. Harburg, • - 
.Producer at UCM. 


Hollywood School for Writers 


The Hollywood School for Writers is a subsidiary of the Hollywood 
Chapter of the League of American Writers and Is said to be a transmission 
belt whereby budding writers and those who have ambitions to become writere 
are developed along the political lines followed by the League of American 
Writers and conditioned for eventual membership in the League and the Comcunlst 
Party. The School for Writers was established in October, 1939 by the Holly- 
wood Chapter of the League. A careful check on all instructors and lecturers 
who have appeared before classee in the last two years shows that there has 
not been one who has not been identified either as g, Communist Party member 
or as a member of recognized Conran nist front organizations* 

Hollywood Canteen 


The Hollywood Canteen is a project set up and operated by the 
various labor unions and guilds connected with the mo tioi*. picture industry in 
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Hollywood. As the name implies , and as stated in its literature, the pur- 
pose of the canteen is to furnieh entertainment and recreation for men now 
Barring in the Armed Forces of the United Nations* The organization is 
incorporated under the laws of the State of California as 'a non-profit or- 
nization* 


The movement to establish this canteen began in August, 1942, and 
was a proposal of a group within Local 47, American Federation of Musicians* 

Of the individuals active in creating the canteen, J. K, Wallace, Carroll 
Hollister and Sam Alberts, are all members of the Communist Party* There 
immediately became affiliated in the movement a number of labor organizations 
attached to the Conference of Studio Unions, which is Comnnnist dominated. 

With the exception of the American Ouild of Variety Artists, all the groupe 
active in the formation of the Hollywood Canteen are reported to be under 
Communist influence. Following the formation of the canteen, however, 
practically every union in the motion picture industry became affiliated with 
it. 

The present officers include Bette Davis, President j Carroll 
Hollister, Vice President! John Oarfield, Vice President, and J. K r . Wallace, 
Vice President. Hollister and Wallace have been identified as Cc emu niat^ Party 
members and Garfield has been associated with numerous Communist front groups* 
A number of individuals on the Board of Directors and on the Executive Com- 
mittee of the Hollywood Canteen are reported to be either Connunist Party memr 
bera or members of recognized Coamunlst front groupe* 


It is reported that there is little doubt that the inspiration for 
the creation of the Hollywood Canteen originated in Communist circles. It 
is also said that there is no doubt that Conmunist dominated individuals have 
much to say about the conduct of the canteen. However, owing to the fact that 
'■* so many organizations and persons not sympathetic to the Connunist cause are 
also interested in the work of the canteen, at the present time, there has not 
been any definite attempt at propaganda or other Communist activities. 

Cinema Post American Legion 

Information has been received that in «7hne, 1943* an effort was 
made by Conurunlst individuals in Hollywood labor groups to form a post of the 
American Legion to be known as the Cinema Post. Norval D. Crutcher of Film 
Technicians Local 6S3» was the leading figure in the organizational campaign. 
Crutcher, as mentioned above, was a member of the Communist Party. Approxi- 
mately forty prospective members were obtained for the Cinema Post and it 
was reported that a temporary charter was issued by the Los Angeles County 
Council of the American Legion. It was reported that the purpose in setting 
up this post was to obtain an American Legion group which would counteract 
^ the oritic&l action of the American Legion generally toward Communist pro pa - 
: ganda pictures. The formation of this poet was not successful due to the fact 

: that the national headquarters of the American Legion withdrew the temporary 
* charter which had been granted and refused to issue a permanent charter* 




r \ 


Actors Laboratory 

As of February, 1944# It has been reported that a school ras 
ned In the Santa Monica •fonior College to train enlisted ran of the 
U, S. Any in the show business, this school was established in December# 

1943# under the supervision of the Any Special Service Forces, Hi nth 
Service Command, and contained a selected group of 500 enlisted sen from 
eight states who were to be instructed in the various types of entertain— 
sent to be presented to the Anted Forces. 

• ' v 

f, • ' ” . 

Information has been received that the principal Instructors in 
this school were persons who were members of# or instructors in, the Actors 
Laboratory. It is reported that the Actors Laboratory is an organization 
set up by a number of known Communists and persons affiliated with Communist 
Party fx*ont organisations in the motion picture business for the estensible 
purpose of teaching action picture acting. In reality, it is reported to 
indoctrinate those who attend meetings or classes with Conmnist philosophy. 
Among the reported Connnnist Party aeabers connected with the Actors Laboratory 
are Helen Levitt, David Heilweil, Phil Brown, Roman Bhonen, J. Edward Bromberg# 
’dorr is Camovsky and Jules Dassin. Among the persons reportedly acting as 
instructors in the laboratory who are reported to be Connunist Party members 
were Irving Reis, Frank Tuttle and Gloria Stuart* 
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Hollywood Writers Mobilization. - ' 


In June, 1944, it was reported that the Hollywood Writers 
robilization would produce a number of documentary films for the Overseas 
Dranch of OWI. This arrangement reportedly was nada through Robert Hiskin, 
Chief of the Overseas Bureau of Films for 0771, a former motion picture 
producer in. Hollywood who was a man her of the League of American Writers and 
a close associate of John Howard Lawson and Robert .Ros sen, both of whom are 
Commnlat Party members.!. Rossen is Chairman Of the Hollywood writers 
Mobilization. v . ... „y-.' ,. v • ■ - ; v. . ■ • ' • . • . 


An article in the "Peoples World," West Coast Communist nows 
organ, dated June 9, 1944 indicated that a Committee of tho Hollywood 
YTiters Mobilization would have responsibility for writing and producing 
all documentary films for overseas distribution. Among tl.oso named as 
participating in this program arer“, John F.; Cohee, Professor Franklin ; -C, 
Fearing, Philip Dunne, Robert, Roe sen,, James Hilton, Charles Brackett, Maxp;\ : y. v 
Connelly, Reward Estabrook, Frances Goodrich, Albert Hack ott,' John Houseman , " • . : 
Talbot Jennings, Howard Roah, Emmett Lavery, John Howard Larson, Mary McCall, "Jr 
Allan Rivkin, Allan Scott and Harry Tugend. Of the above individuals, Cohee, 
Rossen and Lawson are knewn to be membei*s of the Communist Party and extremely^ 
active. All of the other individuals have been associated with one or more 
Communist Party front groups and most of then wore members of the League 
of American writers, an organization which was completely Communist dominated 
and controlled. ■ • : -.n 

It has also been reported as of June, 1944 that the following 
-labor unions in Hollywood are cooperating with the Hollywood writers 
Mobilization. All of these unions are described as Counmnist controlled. 

Screen Writers Guild 
Radio T, Titers Guild 
Independent Publicists Guild 
Screen Story Analysts Guild 
Scroon Publicists Guild 
Los Angeles Newspaper Guild 



Hollywood Democratic Committee 


A 3 of June, 1944 this Committeo was described as the spearhead of the 
attack on Congressman John U. Costello, a member of the Dies Committee, who 
ran for reno mi nation in the 15th Congressional District in California. Costello 
.was defeated.- Nominated in his place was one Kal Stylos, a radio commentator, 
'Who ia reported to have followed the Communist Party line. The Hollywood 
. Democratic Committee announc 0 d, that\it*had raised a sum of < $50 , 000 to be used’19 
in the. . local campaign. I.t Is repeated that the efforts of *ihis Committee were 
coordinated with all other Conmmist controlled organizations directly and 
indirectly connected with the motion picture industry. The Hollywood Democratic 


'"^oirjnittea la described as the leader in political action in the Hollywood 
cnmarunltj^. Among candidates who were supported by the Hollywood Democratic 
Uosmltte-i and who were successful were: Helen Gah&gan Douglas, wife of actor 

Kelvin Douglas, who secured the Democratic nomination in the 14th Congressional 
District] Ned Healy, Daaaocratic nominee in the 13th Congressional District] 
Ellis E. Patterson, Democratic nominee' jin ths 16th Congressional District. 
D.opor.tedly, all three of the foregoing .individuals had . the unqualified support 

■’■of. -the Communist Party in connection with their elections. 

•— ■ ■ ■ — . • .. -■ -*•■■■■ ■ 

Two membora of the Executive Board of the Hollywood Democratic 
Committee received nominations for the State Assembly in California. These 
individuals wore Albert Dekker and LucilleGleason^both of whom are reported 
to be active in Communist front groups. 

otlon picture Alliance for the Preservation of American Ideale ' V'v »• ■ 


_ ^ • -vi. ■ w- £ ’ 4 ,* , -m 

t ■ f y ■ ■* ' ’ * V . JT> ' ' f' ’ ■' t _ ’J i: 

■ * An intensive .campaign is still in progress on . the part of the v ~ 
Com muni st party to attack "the UFA. A greup of'38 Hollywood organisations,' 1 ^ 

including a number of Comnunist dominated union locals and guilds, have taken 
the lead. This group is referred to by the Communists as "The 38 Guild." 

Under tho leadership of John Howard Lawson and Dalton. Tiunbo, both known 
members of the Communist Party, plans were made for a largo mas 3 meeting to 
be held in tii£ middle of June or early in July to attack the ITA. Lawson is 
definitely ths directing force of tho anti—KPA movement, according to 
■. reliable informants. It was, planned that this meeting should be U 3 ed to.v. . ' .V 
start a concerted campaign against the H1 5 A and to show it as a menace to the ' 

' entiro movie industry* Mid as one which would affect ths pocketbooks of every 
person In the industry. The Issue of Commmisn was to be avoided and it was 
planned that tho MFA would be attacked on the ground that it was a danger to 
the movie industry as a whole. 

It has also been reported tliat this greup of motion picture studio 
unions held several meetings and set up a planning committee to devise a modu 3 
operand! for spearheading tho'attack on U'A. .John Howard Lawson is also known 
to be advising and directing the strategy of tliis group. Informants roport 
this group contemplated adoption of ths name, Hollywood United Film Front 
(HUFF), and that it appears to bo a Communist front group in the making. 

Latest information is that tl» mass meeting mentioned above was to 
be held at the Hollywood American I j^iou Stadium June 25, 1944, for the 
purpose cf putting the h?A out of existence. 
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Hollywood Writers 1 Mobilization 


On July 5, 1944, an election of officers of the HiHl was held with 
the following results* -- \ 

' Lavery -4 Chairman, replacing' Robert Rossen, ‘ \ 

Dr. Fr anklin Fearing, Prof essor. of Psychology at D.C.L.A. - First 
Vice Chairman. 

W. F. (Bill) Blowitz, Hollywood Publicist - Second Vice Chairman. 

John Houseman, Screen Writer - Third Vice Chairman. 

Abraat S. Burrows, Screen Writer « Treasurer. 

Howard Kstabrook, Writer and Associate Producer - Secretary. . 

Of the above listed officials, Blowitz and Burrows have bean idee- 
tilled as Com uniat Party aesbers and all of the others have been affiliated '> 
with one or more Communist. Party front groups 4 Of interest in connection .. 
with La Very’ a election as Chairman is the fact that John Howard Lawson, lead- 
ing Co m muni s t in Hollywood, conferred with Robert Rossen, former Chairman of 
tho HWU and known Communist Party momber, prior to the elections. At this 
time Rossen stated that he bad held office for three years but that there was 
some objection to him and upon the suggestion of Lawson it was agreed that he 
would decline to run. Lawson is reported to have believed this to be a good 
idea in order that Rossen might devote himself to the overseas film work of 
owi.'y , - ■■ ;• ■ .. ■ ' 

In furtherance of the plan whereby the Hollywood Writers* Mobiliza- 
tion will direct and produce documentary films for overseas use by 051, it is 
reported that in July, 1944, Phillip Dunne, former Hollywood screen writer 
and nejet in authority to Robert Kiskin of Cffll, appeared in Hollywood to caa - ' 
plate arrangements for the production of these pictures by the HfiU. Cn 
July 7, 1944, Dunno spoke before a meeting of the HTBi at tho Beverly Hills 
Hotel, outlining the program. and stating ite objectives. Also speaking at 
this time were Albert lialtz and Robert Roesen, both prominent in the Hollywood 
writing field and both merabore of the Communist Party. 

An editorial board was set up to direct the writing of the scripts 
for the Overseas Branch of OWI. The following known Communist Party members 
are on this board; John Howard Lawson, Robert Roesen, Sidney 3uchman, and 
Meta Rein. All of the remaining members of this boar d have been Id entified 
/with one or more Communist front groups. • 
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Council of Hollywood Oullds and Union* 


* 


k in .Ame, 1944, the Commiat attack on the MHL crystallized in 

the formation of a group known as the Emergency Cotnaittee of Hollywood Quills 
and Unions. This organisation was composed of seventeen Hollywood labor 
organizations, many of which are reported to be Communist dominated. The 
eo— called Emergency Comlttee arranged for a aaee meeting to be held <kne 28, 
1944, in Hollywood for the purpose of attacking the UFA. Appr oxim ately 
1,000 persons attended this meeting during the course of which the MPA was 
bitterly attacked ae anti-Semitic, anti-Roosevelt, and anti-labor* Prominent 
speakers at the meeting were Walter Hanger, motion picture producer; James 
Hilton, prominent writer and member of the Screen Writers Guild; Sidney 
Buchaan, producer of Columbia Studios and Herbert K. Sorrell, President of 
the Conference of Studio Unions. 'Bachman is a Communist Party member and 
Sorrell is a former mesber. At thie'meetlrig^lt wae decided that a permanent 
group eliould be formed to combat the attack* brought by MPA and others 
In the movie Industry. This group will be known as the Council of Holly- 
wood Guilde and Unions. The Los Angelee Office has indicated that this > 
is a netr Coannnist front group* 


Motion Picture Alliance for the Preservation of American Ideals 



As of JUly, 1944, the MPA continued to be the only organized oppo- ^ 
eitlon to Communist activity in Hollywood, It remai n ed the target for attack 
by the Cowannist element. Reportedly the Comnainists, having failed in their 
first tactic of attempting to force the producers and heads of the industry 
to eliminate the organization on the grounds that it would "disrupt the 
industry," have now changed tactics and are carrying on the fight with the 
organized labor groups. Informants report that it appears poeeible that 
the Comanhists will foment a labor war in the industry by misrepresenting 
to the workers that the KP1 is "a tool of reactionary interests* designed 
to disrupt the labor unions and destroy their gains in the industry. 

Peoples 1 Educational Center 


This organization^ which has been described- above as a cont in u a tion 
of the old Hollywood Writers’ School, continues to be active as a so-called 
labor sehooiln the Hollywood area* On an advertising list of sixteen in- 
structors appear the names of five persons who have been definitely identified 
as Communist Party members. These are: Abram S. Burrows, Edward Bmytrik, 
Charles Morton Grant, William Shore, and Michael Uris* When this venture was 

* . first eet up, many local labor unions affiliated with it beoause it was 

reported to them as a labor school. However, it is reported that some unions 
have already- withdrawn when they learned it was a Communist propaganda center* 

* ^ On July 8, 1944, the California A. P. of L. State Federation of -Labor 
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"unanimously repudiated" this so-called Eduoational Center as not being a 
"bona fide" labor school and so have notified all local unions belonging to 
Federation. 

Cinema Post American Legion #561 . ‘ •' 

^ The charter for this post was installed on April 1, 1944, after 
much opposition from loeal organizations and 'individuals, The opposition 
reportedly was caused by the evident Communist influence over those arranging 
for the charter. 

In connection with the Communist activity la the American Legion, 

Loe Angelas informants report- that in September, 1943, an organization called 
National Conference of Onion ~ Lagionn ai ree was formed, the purpose of which : 
wae to "neutralize the legiotuln labor disputes." Charles Vencil of Loe Angelas 
was elected President of this group and Dr* Robert Zleglor of Los Angolas 
was elected Regional Vice President. Informants report that the National ‘ 
Conference ia distinctly a Comm unist effort and stems from Cormouniat Party 
activity. 

American Committee of Jewish Writers, Artists and Scientists - Hollywood Chapter 

As of July, 1944, it was reported that a group met at the home of 
I. H. Prinzmetal, investigator far the Hollywood anti-Nazi League and Attorney 
for It.Q.U. Studios, and setup an organization with the above title. The 
purposes of the group were outlined as "problems of Jewish unity, cultural 
relations with world Jewry, cooperation with World Jewish Congress in Palestine, 
and the Jewish Anti-Fascist Committee for Itoscow." The meeting reportedly 
■was almost completely composed of persons connected with the Hollywood Lotion 
Picture Industry, all of whoa have been connected with. Communist Party 
activity. Known Communist members at the meeting ware Albert iialtz, Paul 
Jarrico, Jack Loss, Eva Shafran, Director of tho Communist barkers’ School, 
and Abraham Laymudos of the International horkers Order (rvo) . Los Angeles 
informants report the new organization is apparently a Communist front group. 


; A« reported in July, 1944, the Hollywood writers' Mobilization 

effected an arrangement with the Office of War Information for the production 
. of eeveral documentary films. In August, 1944, an article in the Hollywood 
A ■. ~*Daily Variety" indicated that a number of these films to be produced in the 
near future would deal with postwar and international planning as well as air 
, . cadet recruiting and Red Croes oampaigns. Details concerning the films 
are being set out In Section IV of this 


Adore* Laboratory ■ ' •' - /" 

f ■■ > . ■ '• 1 , 't 

In August, 1944, the Actors' Laboratory was reported to be completely 
Communist controlled and to constitute an important factor in the Communist 
apparatus in the Hollywood motion picture industry. An article appearing in 
the Los Angeles Times for August 10, 1944, reported that a troop of seven 
players, the first of four such groups to be provided by the Actors' Laboratory, 
had left for England, to begin a six-month tour for the entertainment of Army 
service personnel. Of the seven individuals, three were reported to be known 
Communist Party members, namely, Art (, Arth ur ) Smith, Ned Glass, and Mary Jo '- 
Ellis. .. 


Council of Hollywood Guilds and Unions 

In August, 1944, it was reported that two additional unions had 
Joined this Communist front group, namely, the Screen Actors' Guild, A. F. of 
L., and the American Federation Of Musicians, Local 47# A. F. of L. These 
two unions are described as two of the most powerful in Hollywood. 3oth ,„v 
include a number of known ^cauaunist Party members. It Was reported that the 
purpose pf the Council is to ftunl ah. a front uni ats within the 

Hollywood labor unions^ ; 

Hollywood Democratic Committee 

In August, 1944, it wae announced that on September 15, 1944, a dally 
newspaper would enter the Hollywood publications' field to be sponsored by the 
Hollywood Democratic Committee. Los Angeles informants reported that it can be 
safely assumed that this publication will also be a Communist propaganda organ 
v since the Hollywood Democratic Committee itself group. 

General Political Activity of Cultural Grouos ~ ' 


As of August, 1944, it was reported that tho principal Co^unist 
activity and propaganda in the motion picture industry i3 directed toward 
the coming national and local elsctions. The activity of Hollywood Co mmuni sts 
wa3 reported to consist largely of their work through Democratic Committees, 
Trade Union Committees, Cultural Groups, Hollywood writers' Mobilization, 
Gcreen Writers' Guild, and all other front organizations, in supporting cer- 
tain candidates for office at the coming fall elections. 




ood Democratic Couimittee 


Informants have advised that this front organization has now become 
the most important political group in Southern California due to lt3 connec- 
tions with tho motion picture industry and the prestige derived, therefrom 
and due to the further fact that.it has enrolled within Its membership many 
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pr omt n an t. persona and well-known writers. It has announce!^ hat it will 
launch a campaign of publicity for its program within the nfcxt sixty days, 
g utilizing the talents of its membership ss writers, speaker^ and workers. 
^TTTS opt ember 6, 1944, the Hollywood Democratic Committee held a meeting, 
the purpose of which was stated to be "to mobilise writing talent for the 
election campaign. " Among those at this meeting were Donald Ogden Stewart, 
Dalton Trumbo and Oil vie de Ha vi Hand. Stewart and Trumbo are known Com- 
munist Party members and Olivia de Havilland has been associated with 
numerous front organisations , It was reported that 143 writers of the 
motion picture industry endorsed this meeting and of this group, 76 writers 
are reported to have records either of Communist Party membership or activity 
; in various Communist front organizatione. Reportedly the writers affil- 
iated with this group will offer their services to the CIO Political Action 
Committee or to the United A. F. of L. Politic^ 


Hollywood Free Press 



■ ■ ■ It has been reported that the Hollywood Democratic Cocmittee on 
/; September 15, 1944, will commence publication of a daily newspaper which, 
it is atated, will have a circulation of 500,000 in Southern California. 

Tho paper will be under the supervision of the HDC and allegedly will be * 
called the Hollywood Free Press. A meeting was held August 23, 1944> in 
Hollywood to consider materiel available for the first issue of this paper. 
Among known Communists present at this meeting were Dalton Trumbo, George 
Fcpper and Eddie Blum. A epecial edition of the paper was planned in con- 
nection with the campaign to elect Styles and Healy to Congros3 in the 
Loe Angeles area. 

Council of Hollywood Guilds and Unions 

/ Informants adviee that this organization has now grown to such 

' size that it has enrolled 21 of the most important key unione in the motion 
picture industry. Although it is composed mainly of unions affiliated with 
tne American Federation of Labor, it contains several independent cultural 
unions such as the Screen Writers* Guild. During August and September, 1944, 
it has taken into its membership the Screen Actors 1 Guild and Studio Utility 
Employees* Local 724. These two onions are eaid to represent soma 12,000 
mombere. Informants advise that the Council is well on the way to achieving 
domination of the Hollywood notion Picture Labor Unions, which has been a 
program of the Communist Party for some time. 

\ The Council issued a 34 page booklet attacking the Motion Picture 

Alliance for the Preservation of American ideals and mailed the booklet 

to every union and political organization throughout the United States. It 
ras reported that 10,000 copies were printed. The content is said to be a 

4^ : most, violent attack on the MPA, accusing it of having been sympathetic to 

“The DAB and implying connections with Father Coughlin, thejchrlatian Front, 
the KKK, Gerald L. K, Smith, Joe McWilliams, and the individuals now on 
trial in Washington, D. C. for sedition. The address shown in the booklet 


- 16 - 


as the headquarters of the Council is 1655 Rorth Cherokee Ay nas, Hollywood, 
California, which is the address of the Screen Writers 1 Gu^ld, a completely 
CoBBunist-doiainated union* , 

Cinema Post #561, American Legion 

In September, 1944, it was learned that as of August 1, 1944, a 
permanent , charter was issued to this Post of the American Legion* As stated 
earlier in the memoraalum, considerable opposition had been encountered; how- 
ever, a temporary charter had been issued at this Post in December, 1943, and 
an investigation had been made by ooe George Contreras, a Deputy Sheriff and •. 

Lag ic ana ire in Los Angeles, to determine the validity of charges of Com- 
nanist control, Contreras allegedly made a favorable report to the national 
headquarters and an installation ceremony was held on or about April 1, 1944, 
which resulted in the granting of a permanent charter. The persona chiefly 
aotive in this group have been Norval Crutcher, Robert Lester alias Robert 
Batson Leicester and Don King, King and Crutcher are known to have b eenCoamunlst 
Ftorty numbers and Lester has been associated with numerous Communist move- 
ments* However, at the present tins none of these individuals hold important 
offices in the Post, 

Writers for Roosevelt 

A Daily Worker article for September 16, 1944, reported formation ■* 
of the above organization for the purpose of securing election of Roosevelt* 

The sixteen members of the main executive committee included Dalton Trumbo, 

Ouy Endore, Edward Blum and Edward Eliscu, all of whom are Columnist Party 
members* Members at large Of the Committee included Julius and Phillip 
Epstein and Paul Trivers, reported to be Communist Party members* It is 
said that the group is affiliated with the Hollywood Democratic Committee, 


General 


During the latter part of September, and during the month of 
October, 1944, a number of the Cosminist front groups, including the Joint' 
Anti-Fascist Refugee Committee, the Hollywood Writers Mobilization, the 
Peoples Educational Center, the Hollywood Women's Council, etc., dropped 
all other activity and concentrated on the election campaigns. Their 
purpose was to work for the election of those candidates who were backed by 
the CIO Political Action Committee, and with two exceptions those candidates 
were also supported by the United A. F* of L* Political Action Committee, 

The exceptions were the candidacy of Hal Styles for Congress in the 15 th 
District in California, and Red R* Healy for Congress in the 13th District, 
All groups centered their forces in the Hollywood Democratic Committee, the 
organization which is reliably reported to be the main front through which the 
•Communist Political Association operates in the HbllywoocL Section, 
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Denoc ratio Counit tee 


This organiaatl on , tha character of which has bein described 
har elabofora, sponsored a political meeting on October 16, tSldi, at the • 
'WHne Auditorium In Ins Angelas, at which nationally known speakers 
were to appear, the principal one being Senator Harry Truman, Tice Presi- 
dential candidate on the Democratic Party Ticket. A list of approximately 
600 naves appeared as sponsors of the Mating. This list Included “men 
and woven of the film colony.* A confidential source advised that in the 
list there appeared the names of many known Communists and Cosmmlst 
; sympathisers, . . "1 .■ 

In its political aotlvlty, the Hollywood Democratic C omit to a 
sent its members on a door-to-door program. It has also Issued a news- 
paper entitled "Frae Pross." Thia organ is issued in newspaper style 
and has a claimed circulation of 500,000 copies. It is stated that the 
content le written by known Communists under their signatures. The 
, subject Biatter of the articles follows the Co m m un ist Political Association 
Lins. Also In its political activities, the Committee has furnished 
speakers and entertainment in the form of playlets and skits for all i# 
gatherings where Communists are aotlve, particularly in the CIO and A.P. 
of L. labor unions. Arrangements were made by the Coonittea with a group 4 
known as the "Actors Lab", a Communist controlled school for the develop- 
ment of actors for the motion picture industry. This organization is 
the original source of the entertainment. 

The Hollywood Democratic Cowaittoe has been descrlbod by in- 
formants as one of the dominating influences in the Democratic Party of 
Southern California, It has raised a large amount of money, approximately 
$150,000, according to its claims, which money, according to the Committee, 
it as devoted to the election of its endorsed candidates. It might be noted 
that the Committee supported all those candidates who were supported by 
‘ the Communist Political Association. 

Willi regard to its selection of candidates, Hal Styles, a radio 
broadcaster, was soloctod and endorsed by the Coemittee, as a ca ndidat e 
for Congress in the 15th Congressional District. Styles was running on 
the Democratic Ticket againstr the incumbent John U. Costello in the 
Primaries. Styles recoived the nomination. Subsequently there was pub- 
licized Ilia background whs re in it was alleged that at one time he h ad 
been the Kleagle and Kxhaulted Cyclop In the Ku Klux Alan in 1927 and 
1^20 in Jamaica, Hew York. He was exposed in the Los Angeles Examiner in 
a aeries of articles beginning Sopteabar 21, 19UL. It la said that his 
narou in Jamaica, Long Island, was Harry J. Stylos. The expose further 
stated tliftt Styles hod been indictod, triod and convicted for tha erica 
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cf perjury in Jamaica, Hew Iork, and had bean sentencod from two to Tour 
/oars in prison. The conviction, however, was reversed on jfi^poal, according 
to the articles, and the case wac not triad again. It is dhid that the 
-discovery and expose caused commotion within the Hollywood Democratic 
"^ttmittee, and after due consideration it withdraw its endorsement of 
Otylas. Furthermore, sqjoo A. F. of L. labor unions in Hollywood which had 
originally endorsed Stylss, also withdrew their endorsements. The Communist 
element la control of the Committee wantod to continue the endorsement of 
Stylos but in deference to the objections of certain motion picture pro- 
ducers who have supported the Committee, the Cooounlst element permitted 
ita withdrawal to stand. Stylos, It might bo noted, wac dofeated in the 
Hovomber 7, lplih, elections. At least four of the candidates who were 
supported by the Hollywood Democratic Comittoe won their posts in the 
elections. Thoy are Nod R. Healy, Congress, 13th Diotrlot, California, 
(lealy has been desoribed by informants as a follower of the Communist Party 
line since 1930. )l Helen Oahagan Douglas, Congress, llith District, (A 
source has advised that thi* pern on was supported by all Communist forcon 
and furthermore, that when aho was active in Hollywood film circles, a he 
woo connected with and supported various Communist front groups.); Kilim 
5. Pattorson, Congress, l&th District, (Patterson has boon described by 
an informant as one active In Communist affairs for a nui&ar of years. 

He has boon s somber of or supported a groat number of front groups, in- 
cluding the American Peace Mobilization, tha Hollywood Anti-Hazi Longue 
and the Motion Picture Democratio Cocaaitteo, all of which groups followed 
tho Coots uniot Purty line from isolation! am to pro-war when Germany invaded 
tha Soviet Onion.); Albert Dekker, California State Assembly, 57th District, 
(Dekker is said to bo one who has followed the Communist Party line for a 
number of years. As an aotor ha was activo in the How Theater League and in 
tho International Union of Revolutionary Theaters in tho Kaw Tork area 
during the period 1935 ** 1937. This was prior to his coming to Hollywood 

end 


Conference of Hollywood Guilds and Unions 

During Octobor, 19hli, it was reported that t’.ic Council was 
gradually absorbing tho Conference of Studio Unions . According to tha 
Confidential Informant, this is tho retjularly established process of • 

" f ece-changing" which has long been used by Communist elements. The source 
offered tho opinion that tho Conference of Studio Unions will disappear 
and later anergo within tha Council, not as a group, but as individual 
unions, and those who centre Hud the Conference will control tho larger 
bloo of twenty- threo unions. 

In addition, tha Council of Hollywood Guilds 
— posed to as t up a "Labor Center*' in Hollywood whore all 
_Junre affloa. To date, however, no progross of note has 

(Ibid.) 


and Uhions has pro- 
unions can meet and 
b^n made. 


■where he lator beoaae a member of tho Hollywood De mocratic Coaraltte o 

a member of 
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Hollywood Writers Mobilisation ^ _ 

(Formerly League of American Writers) ' * 

■ j sii j ’* -r ‘ 

-***• In the latter part of September, 19kh, information was received 
that the Hollywood Writers Mobilisation, which foraorly sorvod as a " front" 
for the League of American Writers, aaauaod most of the work of the League 
of American Writers, which organization passed out of existence, Former 
members of the League of Aaerlcan Writers now operate through the Hollywood 
Writers Mobilisation In the political and propaganda fields and through the 
5 ore an Writers Quild, an Independe nt labor ^- i^avallr. s writers in the 

motion picture industry. 



Motion Picture Alliance for the Prooervatioa of Axaorlcan Ideals 


This organisation, which was formod to oppose Comunlat activity, 
became inactive during the two m o nth s prior to the elections in Sovoabor, 

, l?Uu It has been stated that the Alliance issued a statement to the 
effect that it did not desire to bo looked upon as a partisan political 
organization, and therefore was waiting until after the election before 
again becomi n g, active, (Ibid.) 

The following information is being set out under tide section. 
Inasmuch as it involves irregularities on the part of Maribeso Temple Stokes, 
also known as Mrs, Everett L. Stokos, who has boon oaploycci in the offices 
of the Alliance. 

r „ On October 11, 1911, a confidential informant of the Los Angeles 

- - Field Division saw in the offices of the Alliance a document containing the 
name s of Communists, the source of which Information allegedly was the 
FBI, Examinations of the document made available by this informant, who 
> had obtained it fren the officeo of the Alliance, indicated rather clearly 
that the information therein iuri appeared in an F3I report. Tho informant 
In the nasntioa had been advised the information in the document had been 
received from ONI. 

As a result of a file check, suspicion cento red on Uaribess 
Stokes who has bean serving as a secrotary to the Alliance. She was 
formerly employ ad by ONI and aha is the wife of a Naval officer. She had 
die oonti nued her employment in May, 1911, It was subsequently learned 
that ahe had had the opportunity of reviewing an FBI roport from which a he 
- had made notes, thereafter typing them into a memorandum. Copies of the 
i memorandum were furnished to Bordon Chaso, Hollywood film writer, and a 
memhor of tho Executive Board of the MPA j Sam Kood, producer president 
of the Alliance, and Janes McOuinnoes, Executive Chairman of the Alliance, 

• :p.-iVwaa learned that MoCuinness had had additional copies made anddis- 
7- tributed to the directors of the Allianoe, Subsequent information from 
McOuinneas indicated that approximately eighteen copies wen made and 
«'■> distributed. v 
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- Maribeaa Stokaa admitted obtaining the information from Lt, 

Daniel E, Goodykoonts, She also admitted that it was a matter of common 
knowledge to high offlolala of the Alliance that she could obtain informa- 
tion from ONI with the reault that whenever they daeired a check made on 
anything they would, contact her and she, in turn, would oontact Goodykoontz, 
who would check the files, She eaid she underetood that such information, 
in all probability, originated with the FBI* She also admitted seeing a 
copy of the FBI report In question and making shorthand notes from the 
report for approximately two hours, taking down some excerpts and comments 
verbatim. 


While the material obtained by M&ribess Stokes was reprinted 
in the fora of a pamphlet entitled "We Aocuae" prepared by Borden Chase, 
no distribution was made. 

‘ • ■ * . -J 

As s result of ths activities of Goodykoonts, hs was immediately 
removed from duty and confined to his horns. Later it was learned that he 1 
was transferred to Iceland 
ONI information. 


apparently for hie unauthorized disclosure of 


National Council of American-Soviet Friendship 


The November 21, 1944, issue of the Dally Worker, page 12, carried 
an article listing the identities of screen stars who reportedly wired greetings 
to the rally held by ths National Council of American-Soviet Friendship, an 
organization known to be under Communist control, which has for its purpose , 
propagandizing the Soviet Union in this country. According to the Daily 
Worker, the text of the massage was as follows t 


"In tima to come the recognition of the soviet Union by 
the United States will be remembered as the beginning of an 
era which brought savagery. Ignorance and hunger to an end. 

It will be remembered as the first step taken toward new horizons 
of a world where security and culture are meant for the happi- 
ness of all people everywhere* 



Ml 8a Gmnd y_ 


"On this occasion Hollywood wishss to add its voice to the 
voice of all Americans hailing ths mutual bond which exists and 
which will oontinue to grow between our great country and our 
great Allies, In this friendship lies not only the hope but 
the future of the world," 

The article also advised that the following people signed the telegrams 

-• V 
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Luxvj Adler 

0*4007 . . ■. *"*'■■ 

Eddie CAntor ' • 

Charles Chaplin 
Dorothy Coaingore ‘s 

George Colour is 
Olivia Do 11a vi Hand 
John Garfield - 4 > 

Ira Oormhaia, • - ' ; 'V 

'■ ' ' 4 ' ' "■ * = " s 
:■■ , A \. 7V. .Orson Velios 


Rita Hayworth C- 7 ~ 
Katharine Hepbdha 
Oene Kelley * | * 

Alexander Knox ■ 
Groucho Uarx 
Barpo Marx 
Edward 3. Robinson 
Sylvia Sidney 
Oail Sondergaard *' 



Of tho above listed pc mens practically evoryono has, in tho pact# 
boon affiliated in acao decree with tho Coanuniat Covenant. 

■ ■ (Daily Worker, November 21, 19H 

/■ ' fleaeral - Ncvsabor, 19Ut — • ■ 

- '5- -• •■■.-.■ • ^‘Avr'-VS-r- '**■. " .. ■■* ' . . . - ':*■ ; 1. 

The iaformat hM advised that after the Boveaber elections •;< 
Coa eunla te in the Hollywood Motion Picture industry and the anurous front 
organisations, in the Hollywood area, have becowo sore open In their activity. 
According to the informant, the pert they played, operating through their 
front organisations, in the elections, was aost effective froa their stand* 
point. They have been very successful in lessening antagonist* to Coaainists 
by stressing the great part they played in the elections as an exaaplo of 
tlielr Awerlcanisa. Very cleverly they have Instituted a slogan which is 
being heard froa all sides within tho industry, the slogan is, whenever 
’ there is the slightest criticise of Cowar mists or the Soviet Union, * After 
all, what is the wetter with CansunisW?" This is « very effective tactic 
because the ordinary aaployoe does not havo sufficient knowledge of the 
subject to give an intelligent answer. The purpose of this is to break 
down the ° taboo" against discussing the subject natter. This is a c canon 
expression heard within the unions and on tho studio lota at tha proaant 
tiae. 



In suawation, according to the iuforaant, it con bo said that In 
e broad sense, objections to Cowsunisa or Coaounigtc are apparently los ing 
' their force. This perwlts the Conaunlets ssployed in tho notion picture 
industry a greater latitude in using their personal prestige by wore openly 
t^o, su pporting the various front groups In the Southern California area. 

■r. i. 

vi . Clew# 7* 

vr. ccrAy 

"1 . -ilifln • 
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American Touth for Decoorncy 


la connection with the section sot out inasdlabely above, the 
infommt has adviced that a clear and eaphatic exaaple of the open work 
described above, was exhibited at the first anniversary Meeting of Aaarioaa 
Toutb for Deeocreoy, the successor group to the Xoung Cowaoin 1st League, 

This anniversary neeting van calcbruted at the Hollywood Boossvelt Hotel, 
Deconber 1, l?ku. The organisation is kno^n to the general population in 
Hollywood as a C casual st group. However, seventeen prominent persons now 
employed in the notion picture industry, either sponsored or addressed the 
■eoting, While this was a nesting of American Xouth for Doaoor&oy, and 
presumably independent of the cotton picture industry, yet the prestige 
o 1 this industry was lent to the organisation through the publicising of 
naooa of proainent notion picture people who supported it. Those people 
were* 

Oeorga Bradley, Business Agent, 
local 99» Studio Laborers, 

Xdward Dnytrlk, Director 

Lion Fcuchtwanger, Writer 

Irving Finesan, writer 

Carroll Hollister, Musician 

Rax Ingram, Actor 

Bing Lardner, Jr., Writer 

John Howard Lana on, Hritcr 

Albert Holts, Writer 

Thomas harm, Writer 

San Moore, Actor 

Clarence kuee, Actor 

Sam Ornita, Writer 

Earl Robinson, Basic Ian 

Frank Scully, Sritor 

Herbert E. Sorrell, Labor Official 

Dalton Truabo, Writer 

Alvin Wilder, Writor 


Hollywood Democratic Coacalttee 


The jnforaant has pointed out that during November, II? kk, and the 
first part of Deceober of 194k, this Coanunist front group wnioh originally 
was presumed to be set up as a temporary group to support the Democratic 
Enrty es well as CoMMunlst sponsored candidates in the Koveafcer, l?kk, election 
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; end the prlmariee which preceded it, la now to bo maintained" a/« permanent 
organisation. It is proposed that its work will ooatinue id tha political 
. field and that tha organisation will ooopersta with and support tha Political 
.'*'Sr9tlon Committee and all other "progressive” groups in politics. 


In an official report issued subsequent to tha Sfovesber, 1$UU, 
eleotion, this organisation stated it had co lisa tod and expanded $3^,133.57 
.»7\ 7 during the period July 1U - October 27, IpWj. This non ay was reportedly 
used for political campaigns. The organisation did not state that any 
‘ 7: aonay had been coll so ted between October 27, 19hU and tha data of tha 
; elections, November 7* l?hh. The report goes into detail ns to the 
? activities of tha Co—tlttee, stating who the persona were taking port in 
its progroe and how the work was divided. It also gives the names of the 
notion pictures, actors, writers, viol cions, etc. who worked in the program. 
The entire list of those given contains nanes which have boon identified 
with tha Communist movement in varying degrees . The informant has advised 
; that the Hollywood Democratic Co— it tee states that it is now caking 
V preparations for future local elections during gay, 1?1£, and it is through ' 


this organisation that tha film industry exerts political pressure in local 
politics. Control over the Qc— ittee is exerted in the usual way, 7 
Co— uni its in the background , pu 111 "J the strin gs of oontrol. 







Motion Picture Alliance for the Preservation of American Ideals 


During tha month of Boveaber. l?Ub, this snti-Comnunist group, 
according to the infonsant, continued its Inactiveness. It has taken no 
action of any kind worth Mentioning, end it la recalled that the organisation 
took the position before the election that, to avoid any implications the ' 
group is of a partisan political nature, it would practically cease activity. 
After the elections there was little evidence of any activity. Xt is 
alleged that motion picture producers are putting pressure privately on 
members of the organisation to dissolve it. 
it will succumb. within" the near future. 



lieves that 


Council of Hollywood Guilds sad Onions 


Originally this Council was formed to combat the anti-Cosmnlat 
~ oaspai pi of the Notion Picture Alliance for the Preservation of American 
/ Ideals. At the very beginning it was e loosely formed group composed of 


ee— twenty-one guilds and unions in the Industry. Although tha Notion 
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Pic tux* Alliance has now beoaao acre or loos Inactive (Mov*$ber and 
tho first part of December, 19Ui), and shears signs of disintegration, the 
Ca— uniat eleaenta in control of the Council have taken advantage of this 
to continue aa a permanent organisation. It has been announced 
that a permanent paid axecutiva secretary has bean appointed and further, 
that the Council will broaden its activities into othor fields. The in- 
formant states that this Bean* the Council will become a very powerful 
CoBBumist I nfl ue n ce in Hollywood and can possibly supplant the existing 
bargaining involved In labor relations in tho industry, a a wall as in other 
■attars, - 


Hollywood Writers Mobilisation 


During Bovs char, IP Kit, and the first part of Becaaber, 19UU, this 
- organisation continued its activity in tho usual manner. The informant 
xj advises that the organisation has grown through its connections with the 
•„ Cffioa of War Inf creation and its resultant “wax activities." yMi# not j 
, offic i a l ly affiliated with the Peoples Educational Canter (referred to 
' ; iBBtediately hereinafter), e Coamuniat controlled school, cany of these 
Prominent in the Hollywood Writers Mobilisation have taken a part In the 
educational activity In this so-called school and thus the Influence of 
the organisation Is brought into play in this field. The league of 
American Writers, the parent organisation of the Hollywood ariters Mobili- 
sation, as of December 10, 19 UK, had become completely inactive end 
practically dissolved. 


w . 



Peoples Educational Center — Hollywood Extension 


The informant boo advised that this school of 0 indoctrination 0 
has become ono of the most effective Ccoaunist controlled groups in Hollywood 
Because by using the ■lute” of Hollywood and the notion picture industry, it 
is attracting large numbers of young people who wish to become employed in 
the film industry. By using the names of nsny Hollywood top directors 
writers - ®*ny of thee acting as instructors - this school la doing more to 
prorogate the Coa nunia t movement in the film Industry than any- other effort. 
It has the support of and the sponsorship of some thirty-nina labor unions 
and guilds and Is a part of a ciuin of such schools now being Inaugurated in 
- tho Southern California area. The informant has advised that C ommunis t 
! influence in the film Industry and its connooticna is growing day by day and 
the opportunity afforded by the war effort askew all thi s possible and 
- Communists axe axp bo l ti n g this situation to the limit with telling, effect*. 
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Kstlooal Council of Awgrican-Scvlat Friendship -» Log Angelse, California 


• ■ 


4 




Information was received that on Bov caber 20, l?Ui, Thoaas 
Leonard Karris, former head of this organisation in Los Angelos, who cub- 
soquently resigned, advised lira, ffilliaa Distorts, wife of Killian Lioterle, 
who io prominent in the Motion ploture industry, that the only thing this 
. organization proposed to do in the Los Angeles area froa that cm. was 
. conn acted with the notion picture industry. 


Hollywood Doaocrntlc Cocaittae 


Tho January 25, 1S15 j issue of the "Daily Sorker" carries rm article 
or. page < entitled *100 Hollywood Loaders Sign wire to F.L.'fi. 14 This article 
concerns a tele gran reportedly sent by 100 people in' the oovlo industry - Mhiah 
was directed to. the President and which requests the President to Wralnata 
proceedings against Harry Bridges. 

^ . f T ‘a, * . . . * ■ . . ■ 

* •- 0 

The article stated that the action in drawing up a telogron was taken 
at a dinner sponsored by the Hollytrood Dona erotic Committee, Bartley Crun was 
oi«j of the prcaioont spoakcrc at the dinner.- Ko is a "on rroiicioco uttemoy ' 
arid a clocc friend of Louise Drome ten, wealthy Coauuuict functionary. John 
Crocscll, no via director end President of the Director:: Guild, [ire sided at the 
uoeting and tauter Ti'anger, notion piotura executive, introduced Crun, both of 
whoa urged executive action in the Bridges case. The following persona ore 
also sai d to havo signed the to la gran: Abe Bo r row s , known Ceramist who is 
the writer of "Duffle's Tavern", radio show; HI 111 arc Distorts, Director; Tip 
Jfrrburg, writer; Salter Houston; Eaaett La very, President cf the Screen TTritars 
Guild; John Lawson, known Cotiaur.iet notion picture writer; Jack lioss. Producer; 
Dalton Truabo, known C canonic t screen writer and on t of the 

Loo Angeles Chaptor of tho Motional Lawyers Guild. 



I'fO. 


Hollywood Write ra Uabllizatlon 

0 

During the nontm of January, 1?L5, information was recoivod tiiat 
this organization, through ito connections with the Office of Sar Information, 
has now bo cone a pert of what is officially called tha Sir Activities Corwittee 
Hollywood Division, Tho Gonalttae la now setting up a program for "patriotic 
cooperation for 15u5." Othor organisations officially affiliated with this 
Committee are tho Scrocu "iTitcra Guild, tha Screen Directors Guild, the Screen 
Actors Guild, tho Acadany of ifrtion Picture Arts and Sciences, tho Artists 
Managers Guild, tho Association of Motion Plctaro Producers, the Public 
'Infornatiad Comittee of the Motion Picture Industry, and the Bollywood Tictcry 


■ *-' ■> ■ 
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Co malt tee. It ha* been pointed out that although most of £he foregoing are 
free from Co munis t influence the presence of the Hollywood Writers Mobilization, 
— tore an Writers Guild, the Screen Directors Guild and to soke extent the Screen 
'“"IfStors Guild, constitutes a potential infiltration of the program of Coamnist 
Influence. The Hollywood Writers Mobilization has announced it will shortly 
issue a publication, first as a quarterly magazine "For People All Over 
America and the World Who Want to Weep in Contact with the Sew Currents of 
Opinion, Hope and Achievement, Flowing Out of Hollywood.* The proposed 
publication has the name "Hollywood Quarterly." A confidential source has 
' advised that the Editorial Board will be composed of John Howard Lawson, 

Dr. Franklin Fearing, Ralph Beals and James Hilton, Lawson Is a known 
Communist and the other three have long records of Communist activities. 


Hollywood Democratic Committee 


This organization ae of January, 1945, became a permanent group at 
which time ite announced membership reached 3,000. It has been deecrlbed a* - 
the leading political group in Southern California In the Democratic ranks. 

It is said that while the Committee is not a part of the Democratic Party, 
officially, it Identifies itself as tjhe Coordinating Committee for the purpcee 
of bringing together all groupe to work within the Democratic Party. In line 
with thle policy it is said to have called a meeting held at the Biltmore Hotel 
in Los Angeles, California, on January 8, 1945, for the purpose of creating a 
"Coordinating Council.* 

Delegates rspresenting the CIO Political Action Comittee, the 
United A.F. of L, Committee for Political Action, the Railroad Brotherhood 
^and the Hollywood Democratic Committee were present. It le claimed that *11 , 
expenses for the meeting were paid by the Hollywood Democratic Committee. 

Michael Fanning, Chairman of the Los Angeles County Democratic Committee was 
Chairman of the Conference. Some seventeen others were present representing 
trade unions, and mino rity grou ps composed of Negroes, Mexicans and others. 
Confidential I nformanl^JPP^ advised that several A.F. of L. representatives 
refused to slly themselves with the program because they considered the Hollywood 
Democratic Committee as a Commnist controlled group. According to the Informant 
the following persons planned the conference: Norvall D. Crutcher, Secretary- 

Treasurer of the Screen Technicians Number 683 and a .forffl er-Cornimnlati George 
Campbell, writer; liax Connelly, Chairman, Hollywood Writers Mobilization. 

On January 5, 1945, the Hollywood Democratic Committee began a eeries 
of radio forums. The first one of these was hsld on this same date over radio 
station KFWB, Hollywood, California. This station was said to be owned by 
Warner Brothers Studios and those participating in the first forum were John 
—Howard Lawson, known Consul niat, Orson Welles, Dr. Franklin Fearing, University 
of California at los Angeles professor with a long record of Commnist activities; 
Tlihert Dekker, writer and member of the State Assembly, am John Cromwell, writer* 
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It hu boon further reported tuat the Hollywood Democratic Casaittea 
hoe begun to toko part In the spring .election* In Los Angela* during l$h$, 
bo an announced that the Cosaralttee will publish a dally paper which 
will serve a* a continuation of the Free Proas which it issued during the 
recant Rational elect lone In Bowaber, l?l*li. 


Hollywood Writer* goblllaatlon _ 




■X . 




. .. Tbl* organisation revived its publication M The Coanuniqu*" and 

" ' distributed it during January, l?h$. The first revived Issue was dated 
Docenbor 1, l<?Ui. Among tho following iUuaa of interest in this revived 
publication were protest and action taken to counteract the investigation* 
of the California Legislative Cosraittee on un-AaerIcan Activitioa of the 
rriters Coogreas held October 1, 2, and 3, 1943 on the carpus of the 
University of California at Loo Angola*, A latter of protest was cent to 
the California Bar Association protesting the method* of this Coooittea** 
investigation, idiich investigative comittee has Investigated Ccaauniaa and 
V C oes ai a i fi ta since it* inceptiua. The publication also referred to the 

holding of the "Premier and Town tooting* at the Villaji Theater, Westwood, 
California, when the picture, "Tomorrow, The World" was given its first 
showing. 


In the early part of larch, 1945, the proas, Inclujing the Joanoa- 
let "Dally JTorker," carried new* item* to the effect that Robert Hiskin, . 

/ Chisf of the QA’L Overseas liotion Picture Bureau, bad proposed that the 
‘ r; notion picture industry oat up a nonprofit company for the postwar produc- 
ticn of educational flics for overseas distribution, His proposal is alleged 
to bav* hid the backing of tho State hopartcant >■]:.- i. tsti would help determine 
'the subjoce natter for the files. The "Dally %'orkor" writer, David Platt, 

; in hla column for ilarch 14, 1945, set forth iaferuation that Lester Corau:, 
an indajondent producer, opposed alehin's Idas or. tho ground th.-.t "it -.vculd 
handicap our industry by Lr.puaL-j a atlgaa of propaganda or political con- 
trol..," Flatt ccr*duu_ncd Cowan** statement as a&undir.^ like ti.e "line of 
the kotion Picture Alliance." , Ho stated that fortunately there wore other 
iiifluentlnl producers rho supported tho project. 

The Hollywood irlters kobilisation, in karch, 1943, gavo full 
aupport to the proposition ar.d as it is reported in tho "Rally i'orker* for 
^ T - Larcn 11, 1945, a letter was directed to Cowan by the Kollyvfooi writer* 

I Uoblliwtticn, expreeting ejanionent ar.d denying that any such arranyeuuCnt 
would aeon governmental control. The follow In*; atatiauer.t *ua -acb in tho 
. letteri >To assort, as you do, that *to handicap our industry bj iepoeLjg 
■Rlf^-ar atigna of- propaganda or political control ia the a or as t way to destroy it," 
our, opinion, ao cxuoh «ye wash. ' Tha government of oui juaricon 
daoocracy has not and i» not trying to lapeea.any mich control on. tho 
iorittstry. It has been cooperating with the industry in a tiPre of world 
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crisis in an effort to use the international language of pictures in a more 
interned and intelligent w ay for strengthenin g the forces of* De.~iocruCgMJ .n 
1 1 « t n world." 



publication of this organization, "Tnc Coutmunicuo," for March, 
1915, carried an article entitled "Hollywood Writers Mobilization Contacts 
with hew Franco," and stated, "Goveral Hollywood Writers 'Mobilization aara- 
ber3 recently had the honor of greeting a group of distinguished French 
journalists who wroto and published underground newspapers in France during 
the Ger; can occupation. 


■'Among the French journalirts wero line. Aadree Viollis of 'Ccdoir' 
axui 'L’Hu.'nai’ifcc' of Paris; Ltioiir.e 3onichon of Toulouse; Jcon-Paul Sartre-, 
representing ’Figaro' and 'Combat' ; Stephanie fizella of the 'Paris Libro 1 ; 
Piurre Denogcr of Paris; Louis Lombard, rept cacti ting 'Grenoble* nc.t 3 pupors; 
Joseph AnLonorsi of Marseilles; arid 'Villors', the legendary underground 
editor of Lyons." 


The article stated, "They are in the United atatus as the guests 
of the American Government . Traveling in an Army plane, they arc making a 
survey of the country's war effort and will carry back to France the story 
of America's contribution to the common cause." 


Reliable information received from confidential sources is to the 
effect t. c.t the contacts of ti.c two women listed above v/cro principally Corunun- 
iats cor.m: ctod with the Hollywood frit or s Mobilization. It i3 known lh<,t 
their contacts included Carl Winter, Los Angeles County President, Co-munist 
Political Association, and certain f uncticnaries of tho Corjaunist "fooples 
World" nev.spapcr. 

A reception or a social affair in lienor of lime. Anclrcc Viollis 
wo held in the home of Jean Lenoir, Motion Picture birector, who resides 
at 1615 Perth Martel, Hollywood, California, A number of knew-: and ruli ably- 
reported Communists and Co.xiunlst sympathizers v/cre reported to have bean 
present at the affair, including \liidimir Posner, Dalton Truobo, Ring Lurdr.er, 
Jr., Fro-d Kinnldo, George giuLnr, Robert Lues, Janet Marjorie Levin, Herbert 
Dibcrnan. Hticnnettc Uenichon, on February 13, 1945, was l:i conference with 
Carl Winter. On February' 15, 1945, she was present at a meeting at t..c 
"Peoples World" office i:i tho presence of such Communists as Carl ..inter, 
ilax bilvor, Paul Clina, Frank Radish and glizabcln Leach . During her visit 
' thorc s. e spoke concerning the und rground of the French Cosmunist Party, 
tho De Gaulle Government, the French labor movement and De Gaulle's recogni- 
tion of Franco. . 

V ^ The most recent editorial board of "The Comm unique" of the Holly- 

wood TTriters Mobilization was listed in the March 9 , 1945 lJsue of "Dally 
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Variety." The Hat ie as follows* 




Sidney Bac hman - Chairman, member of League of American Writers . 
John Howard Lawson - Writer and Communist Party functionary. 
Phil Dunno - Member of the Screen Writers Guild and League of 
American Writers. 

Dore Schary - Member of League of American Writers, Hollywood 
Writers Mobilization, Hollywood Democratic 
Committse, Assistant Producer at iIGl£. 

Richard Collins - Member of League of American Writers and 

husband of D&rothy Commingore. 

Meta Reis, Reader at Paramount Studios. 

Waldo Salt - Writer. 

Melvin Levi - Member of League of American Writers and one of 
the founders of the Writers School. 

Sidney Harman - Member of the League of American Writers, 

representative of the Government in OV»I films. 

Major Edmund North 
Lei; 



Hollywood Democratic Committee 

Information wae received in January, 1915, that tnis organization 
had formed tho Mobile Theater Unit, the function of which is to provide 
dramatic presentations for union and political meetings. A confidential 
source stated that a memorandum in the possession of the Communist Political 
Association in Hollywood contained these etatemonts with regard to the Mobile 
Theater Unit* "The Unit attempts to put on material of a high dramatic 
quality, not superficial ajit-prop stuff. In all dramatic activities, one of 
the greatest problems is material. The dramatic groups are fumbling around 
trying to develop etandards of material but etill do not show too much pol- 
itical alertness and a tendency to be carried away by flashy dramatics, for 
example, the Vanguard Theater, many of whose members are also active in tho 
Hollywood Democratic Mobile Unit and the laboratory, was considering produc- 
ing 'Native Sen.* No one in tho group wa3 alert to tho scriouo dangers in 
such a production although they saw them after some discussion about them 
was had." It was reported in -March, 1945* that this organization was in the 
procese of organizing fiinctionary radio committees and committees of well- 
known actors to produce raaterialnD^onl^fl^^^^^^^ofthis organization, 
also 

On March 24 , 1945 , the Hollywood Democratic Committee held a 
meeting at tho home of Dalton Trumbo, Communist Hollywood scroen writer. The 
Chairman of this meeting was Bartley Crum of San Francisco, an Attorney who 
hae supported Communist causes for a number of years. The meeting wu3 in 
furtherance of ite campaign to prevent the de portation of Harr y Bridges 
eeoure- f r J.Lr. the right of citizenship. 
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General | 

Confidential InforcrnitpjjH^dvlaed in the latter part of 
May, 194 5, that the Communist activities In the notion picture field 
in Hollywood were devoted almost exclusively to the United Nations Con- 
ference, the Jurisdictional strike called by the Conference of Studio 
Unions, the municipal primary elections, and the runoff of municipal 
elections* This source has advised he has observed a great deal of con- 
fusion and Indecision in the Inner-Communist circles because of the Communist 
issue being forced into the open by this strike. On the position which 
the trade paper "Hollywood Reporter* has taken on the subject of Communism, 
the source stated that the Communist line has not been clear on some angles 
Of procedure. The source stated he has noted considerable apprehension 
that there is to be a major change in the Communist line, as sell as excite- 
ment and speculation on the results of the United Rations Conference. 

This same source subsequently reported that during the lattar 
part cf Hay and the first part of June, 1945# Communist activity in 
Hollywood, as elsewhere in the United States, was taking a different farm 
because of changes in the Soviet foreign policy and the alignment of various 
Allied Nations with regard to clai m s at the Peace Table. This source 
pointed out that the transition period, as far as the change in policy of 
the Communists in Hollywood, will be from 60 to 90 days before the policy 
becomes clear since there will be the necessity of preparing the groundwork 
and devising political "analysis", which always precedes a change in 
Communist tactic and visible objectives. 

Bollywood Writers Mobilization 

This organization, during the latter part of April and the first 
part of May, 1945# appointed John Howard Lawson, Communist functionary, ae 
its representative to act as an impartial observer at the United Nations 
Conference. Rlcterd Col 1 ins and Leonardo flercovici were said to aid Lawson 
In his work. 

During the same period the publication "Communique" announced 
the organization would hold a conference on the United Nations program 
at the Los Angeles high school on May 18, 1945 • Those announced ae being 
the principal speakers were Archibald MacLeish, Assistant Secretary of 
State, and Henri Bonnet, French Ambassador to the United States. 

During this same period Confidential Informant^jj^lf stated, 

"The work of the Mobilization in connection with the OVil Overseas Bureau 
jrent into high gear as a result of a recent series of oonf«rences_ between 


Robert Siskin, Chief of the Bureau; Phil Dunne; and the Hollywood Writers 
Mobilization Educational Committee on Overseas Films, he&deft bp Sidney 
JjiUQbman* Hlne out of the 14 members of this Educational Committee 
~eww all reliably reported to be member* of the Communist Political Association, 


It was also learned that beginning March 21, 1945, this 
organization was to present a series of radio programs over the Blue Network, 
dealing with problems of the returning soldiers. The Committee producing this 
has been described as one strongly under the Influence of Cccasunists, including 
Sam Moore, Louie Solomon, and Pauline Lauber Finn. 

- ^I^was subsequently reported in June, 1945, by Confidential 
Inforaant^HV that this organization, to conform with the new Communist 
line (transitory), has held its open activities in abeyance pending a dear 
delineation of the new line. 


Hollywood Democratic Committee, now Changed to Hollywood Independent 
Citizens Coamlttee of the Arte. Sciences, and Professions. 


On June 6, 1945, * meeting was called by this organization 
at American Legion Hall in Hollywood for the purpose of changing its name 
as indicated above and to Xbrmulate its work for the future. By unanimous 
vote 350 persons present agreed to the change in name. At present the 
Hollywood Democratic Committee is said to be going through the necessary 
maneuvers to affiliate with the Independent Citizens Committee of the Arts, 
Sciences, and Professions, which organization was first set up in July, 1944, 
under the name Independent Voters Committee of Arts and Sciences for Roosevelt. 


Conor i 


On April 18, 1945, the "Hollywood Reporter," a daily trade 
publication, printed an editorial stating that while Hollywood had performed 
a great service in exposing and opposing Nazis and Fascists, it was now 
about time that pictures be made sheering the attempts of Comaunists to under- 
mine our way of life in the United States. The "Daily Worker" immediately 
made a violent attack on the editor of the paper, W. S, WHJcerson, and on 
April JOf 1945, the paper again come back with a caustic editorial and 
exchange of viewpoint, threatening to raise the question of Communism In 
the Hollywood motion picture industry and creating a heated controversy. 

Motion Picture Alliance for the Preservation of American Ideals 


Confidential Informant ^^^^■.dvised that after inactivity for 
■lx months, this organization can^^WRS'd during the first part of , 1945, 
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owfitrol of tbs Caaoltte# io plainly apparent throng lta la *5bri'/ Ua 
activities sol its publication# J 

_ , . ^ ‘ '• .• " ? * ' ‘ * j 

1Ue Canities la a sponsor for the Anoricaa louth for itenxraeyj 
it ia baoicinc R obert s, Ssnrgr, Atterosy Osroral or California, for Governor 
in the cosing campaign, a proerao alto b«tnj pushed by the Corwnist Pzjrtyj 
it la Instigating propaganda ac&inet General L'ac-^rthurj it ia supporting tha 
,*rroa Spain CcaaLttoo"! end it has attacked "Pres Ir.uryrl**' that If 

tLa systea does not ftafil condlttoas laid down by dc&nds of •Bconacie 
Daaooraay* It “wAli go the *sy of the dinoaauro and other prehistoric noretera, 
which ocruLd not or would not adept thsoselvoe to the new probless in a rapidly 

Cb4H£tnC world# •» ■' "F-.v* . -,1 ... 

icoariinc to an IrScwrLrb, the *liao n cxjtlined above 2ca been 
-.'•opted by the Locsaittse only eince July, l$t5, at which tiaa the proven of 
the Ccraai.niat group in this country waa changed bacL to the tenets or . '•irxir _ » 
Len i nist # ■ ,. 

the Holly***! Vf ri ***» ^ 

.* . .• ;*»v ’* 

In recant nonths the principal cccoapllehaaftt or tbia ereenisatian , 
Widoh mu reported prior to Jtxly, 1945, to be holding ita open activities in 
obsyonco pending a greater delineation of the wm Casaaaist tine, Li a boon the .. 
puUloatlco of the ♦'LoHyefood r .u..irt«Tly‘ 1 *. aas&sine sponsored Jointly by tbw 
Lniversity of California at Lee Angeles end the Hollywood writers KcHlieatian# 
c** of the editor# of the aagasire ia Join Howard :<a»an a Ccesainiat forty 
ftmctioiwjy# 

the sponeore of the publication assart that It is s-paiio fca* a 
* thoroughly nature approach to the creative and technical rroblsaa and the 
educational poteotlalltlod of notion picture*, radio and televisian*’ an 
inf croant bae inserted that this stateaent really sears how these sella, can 
boot be directed for prepay ind* purposes o.i behalf of tin C s cau r . 1st • arty* 

The Hollywood 'ritors Uobillsutiori beginning October 1, !>/.>, 
sponsored a series of c~.ot^Io*-c©*ist radio broadcasts fro.-a loo An£«la£* four 
of the writers aeoignocl to preparo scripts arc active ne^-barn of the Cceaunist 
1'trty, according to hieldy confidential Coaarolst records which have boon eaUo 
available# 


this organisation which was sot up during the ear hud been presiund 
Vo be a war a^oncy only* It a min work was in the propaganda field, aryl os 
rush, tlwf organisation reportedly was ooe of the noving force* cf the U'aJ, 
rAny of its oenbere having boon placed in that Governmental agsney* It has 
been Announced, Itowerrcr, the Bollywood Writers Lobilisatian will aot 
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to an owl now that the «er la over. but will continue «q A reraanoct 
U»i» u i eeeial. betterment group wtilising the eotioo picture udualry 
vehicle ef lnflaaPOe+ 


^iZmLl&ss&xz 


This OP£Afvititioi> fccaJrdUvg to CorJiuckmtijd InfcrsutfAl 
i« * Cottsaalat controlled Inetitutioc where i m and stage me tine is ;*i?part 
•<27 tcu^ht by dlnatare^ ectoya etf writers affiliated with the notion picture 
industry. tbe Asters 1 iobarotory reportedly fru* been •cer%lt«d tinder the Cl 
bill of sight# m* • eehool of acting, 'where veterans nay tocure droButie truln* 
ir>S with tai t ico paid by the Veterans udalnletrutloa. 
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in f«r lork City under the n.nw> of the Group Theater* Sbs -'ronp Thtutsr r.ue 
roportedly effillAted with the how theater ueegs* oliugedly & Cas^sa-wot vor.ture* 
iceordins bo th# laffireoct, th* how SbeAter league from ofcawt 1933 to 1933 voo .. 
A propaganda *£««/ eahinj cum of the stag* u o aediss which s&c euccewM, io ' 
tuning eotora Wjo It ter eervod the Coanuniet nevsoont in the Unitod States* 


O' ■ J r .- 


of the individuals ea»d by Confidential laftraaisi lfe*W 

in<: ds'.ree la the ^toro 1 U&aratory are rcfiuciod by the records o^v!s loe 

= i, :eles of ring to har?G hs*»‘ active of the vfii# ruronu rocorls ala o 

reflect t.nat til 'Jthera nan erf fcy the informant lave been raporl^d or c.igyCAd 
in d gscg tlst activity. 


the Ac tore 1 laboratory has boon working foe- tbs cstabJ irhaary. af u 
Civic Theater to be sappariee by the City of U» ingtlea, u» Civic icesier 
reportedly will folio* the lines of the National theater id*-., a progrea lc - r 
eponeored by the Ccnauntat leriy# Coe of the proreoala of the Csnrm; ste 
during the days of tbe VJ’A me that the Federal Theater rro ject be turned into 
A reraasest national theoter plan. Individuals boding tho Lot a-v idea Civic 
Theater <-"•« rc-iurt«.\l to Vjjdude Uichard -*tk incur., Irctuf4? if. the. Los .vclor 
vicinity ana * t-oviet 4*xjlG,gi$tj «V<an i-ellca, writiir wul uuttrj Irving Vlcixl, 
dir octet? j k'rw. Edward C. Mutineer., wife of th« eciorj ortl '.-iter r5or^er, producor! 



■coot dirt to the informal, the Coos&tto* was ondor Cocsanist control and 
: ... w&a Bvdc qp of the Individuals tsbo were ooct active in aachi other Caca^iet 

group* *0 the Hollywood Eitaro Pobilis&ticn, tho Hollywood lnd«por.d- 
m\l CiUsvas* Cooeittoc of the Sciences shd rrofossiors, the Jercen 
l -Titers Guild end cthoro. 

Office re of tf«e cr£&nls 2 tlo& who r«port<xily have ; ccar&o of Ccrssnnlat 

' activities wsrei 

Carey UctoiXLLaaa 9 Cholrasn, sponsor of a' murker ■ of Cceaunlet 
froot groups; 

f^eniel Gateau, Treasurer^ active in Sussi-v* Gar f’eliof | 

Urti *:• X» narfwrg, rotary , wife of 11. X. Ikrbtrs, a opaiaer 

for the nfu and active In tuny CoBPunlot front groups. 

Of ether Individuals leading tho Citterns * C c c n lttoo for thu loiico. 
Jictare Strikers confidential Oaaanlct records bsvo identified the foilcoring 
ss Motors of the Cacnudet r«rty» . ■ ..- & .< 

- \ ■ jfe/ 

ttaoric* Cl *ate t Sereoc Writer and h abend of Helen Fisher, sxocctivi’ 
aocrotary of the Joint totW’aocixrt Coffee Ccrxlitoej 
Brasot hesson, Dook store proprietor I 
iArardi Eteytry!/, l>trect-r| 

Charles J* Eats* attorney the roprveento various anions and notion 
picturo or £j- rvia^tl a\£j 

lire* Sadio Omits, «lfo of Sea emits, writer eni formerly a Ccasun- 
ict Tarty functlomryj 
Frofte buttle, 'director i 
a# Uaymlesi JFO offieiil. 

the Cccnlttse was active in calling au>s aoetince, raisins cnoncy 
for tho ctrttccre, preecvE'ing loc*l officials and urr^;^l ri^ for ttx> pic*, e tire 
of thsutern* /kceor&Ln^ to Canfl»’cntial Inf o rnunt flBP 1 .e on tire strength 
of tlie Caamnict Party bop cosec: ’! rated on tbo str3af^^arou.r!; this Co-rdvtcc*. 
’-t&fleto and bulla tins ci/jned by the Coarwnist I arty of J-os n^elos County, 
by the CiTJunlst Tarty of turtonk and by the north Hollywood Unit of tho 
Cxramiat Party of Los .^cleo County were distributed frocly by msber* of 
tho Citicons* Comittee for tho Potion Picture i \ trlhero aha engaged In piofost 
activity. 


Connell o* roll -wood Cxdldfl snd "nlopo 

i 

According to the April 6, 131* 5 issue of the ’’Hollywood Reporter* tho 
•I- Cucnoll of Hollywood Guilds and Unions has rented office space at 6iul :>jncot 
-Ctftilsvaxd, Hollywood 2£, California, telephone Granite 59li, and Cau ejected 
"C:’’ to establish jwraanent haadquortare at that address. 1 


It has ben reported that 8 ary C* UcC*H, Jr„ isjthe ae» eheiraan 
_ -,«f the Council of Bollywood Ouilda rad Enlon* hnios b*en elected to sue wed 

Lsrery* ft» April 23 , 1945 issue Of the Hollywood Reporter 3 Indicated 
ti<*t Urn toted anchor of ardor* ooanectod with the Council of Hollywood Guilds 
«rtJ Union 0 (this organisation will b« hereinafter referred to cs the Council) 
was railed to 22* Applications were accepted froa. the Script Cleric* (Jaild 
'■ and Loral 767 of the kuBlolaat Kotoal Protective Association* 

v ' tbuy C* He Call, Jr*, node a report 00 Vho pro^rera rad activities of 

. the Council to the dslacutoe of thin otgunisatira oa E«y 3, 1945* A copy of 
; this report was obtained by the Lot Angeles Of flee, tie pc/tinant contest of 
' rblch 1 a being set out herein* 

rjSKST or chas^ur ex raocK.aj 
i£j *STm?ig> 

"In Amo, 1944, the Council of Hollywood Oaild* eat Ubiarso 
was horn* It «u torn rat of e threat* ** a threat to the good 
ncssr, the unity, of oof Industry. This throe! «u mdo ty t hi 
tte&ioo Picture allienot for the Proeervatira of American Ideals* 

1 think, and certainly the aeny organizations represented at 
that fine Meeting thought, that we mUe a good mao against the 
Alliance* >m «leo and* a good rare for tJw creation cf a con* 
ttrv-ctive, prralndustpy, pro-CLebcr, rro-onity tody* 

•the 00 were the goals, the progroo of activity act 
for this Cowell at tho tiao of its inception, and la tear enlarged 
upon by Bract Lcvery, tho Council* # first ehairnan* 

■Lator-eonsgeaent oooperetioo on Mutual prch lens* 

"Increasing i»iiy arang Cuilde end Ubioasr In tho 
ind i«try* 

•Protoetlon of freedao of tho screen* 

•lievelofaent of good public rditiaca - a good 
press for industry or,d industry Lolwr. 

•A poet-ear prograa of fall eq loyncnt) and, 
irrdccantin^ that pro graft, devolopaoui. of nco 
Jobs •- new fields of activity for industry sorb ere, 
such as toleviaion, ccncerci^i («* do oratory flloa* 

.•Seecylsgt Mtfi t end protection of the rights of 
returning service ran rad nowsA* - j . 



J 


'A 




■CowtrugUoo Of ft WOT «tr4u< Kith ofOocii 
rocoi, » th»&tre, reseeroh facdlitUej ft Ke " 

Guild tnd Union building «hiM oar various cr^cTiiaatiacia 
ftould Had better quirtcr# with lua GtpvnaG, and 
wbtura wasteful duplication of eqplpaent ni^ht b« 

CDdOd* 


•United aotlvlt? an behalf of good legislation, like 
tha State Fair ttaploynont Praitioea aeoaure, and 
against aaeeuree Ilk* tbs lethal Proposition 12»* 

. y . • ^ ;• •• ••- - • r V ■ - . . V :■ *• . •. ■■ ' ■ •■•-• 

The report also diecnaoed the Council’s future &cilvily concernir.? 
a ;oeV"war progr-au This poslxair pto&ea concerned Itself with fell eiplo?" 
«s3r.t, adiumtlon, labor leadership, veteran's old, fare ign cr* loyrxirt exchange, 
F-oMLb re^ftticna and the ao iy ar t of the Darted Rations Conference Objectives, 

1b§ Screen Actor*’ OaHd, aeoerdl&g to the *3aily Variety* for June Bp 
1915, appointed Rea Inessa* Robert Sh&na, EUl.Eoridton, Leroy Taylzc end Quae 
' dark eg Oalld reytbee et ftUm tft the CooneiU 

On Jun o 26, 1945 1 It vae laermd froo ft cor.f tdantiel source that & 
oortsLttoe had bets appointed by the Council to fi£tt Coail 3* nc’iUlq'o open 
ehop ochane* Ur* Deidlla tee ousted fros ti* /-aeries Fedcrabioa of f, ^cUo 
.r tints boesuae of his refusal to pay ft &*0Q oeoescacnt to bo <ie*d by the 
•tacri oon Federation of cadio #ytieta foe political activity. The coalitee 
‘ appointed hF the Council to fight Ur* DifcllLe is weed bolow* 




kin Selwift, Field Organiser of the Screen Office aaplcyeey Guild) 
Keraon AloascKler, Sadio enters Guild) 

Oeor^e Canpboll, ro^r osos-totiv c of local 47 , -aeriean Federation 
of Luoiolans, of L) 

Bon? ills Crutcher, Secretary of ti;o fils Technicians local c>C3, 
and ixocutire itoerd Hasher of the Co; Aral i. lev Council, - r of 1* 
CrutcJw wsu. formerly Chalxran of tbo confer e-<oo of tttdio -nlarar 
but was replaced when fcia union, the I* A, local, withdrew fro& 
the CCU, 

Charles Daggett, Screen Publicist Guild ropresentatlYe) 

Ted fUsworth (1944 hrssidant), representative of the Cooitnaro 
Union) 

doer fain, repreeoct&tiTe of the but ic Lons Uhicc j 
iicurico Howard, bo cine e* reprcwetrtotlvo of the fiertttx CartocnUta 
Guild, fomsr repretertitive cf tht st,it« labor epc^rt^^t xt 
fitji Joss, California) 

Charles Jon os, reprcsect&tivo of the Sere«i G&rtoonlato fkLUd) 
il Kata, represent* tire «f Loeel 47, iaariaen Fedarc ti o n of 
'h knelcierts) . " j ■ 
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The Hollywood Writers Mobilization ^ 

(Period January 1, .19 U6, through - " -l ~ ' . ’ f . • 

March • 30, 19l»6) '• 

w ■... • . y.-.; •-’y ■ ■■■- ■ - * y*„-v ■ •- . </• _■ ■ " " 

■* During the period January 1, 19 W, through March 30, 19h6, the Holly- 
wood Writers Mobilization has not been very Retire, and it has been reported 
this organization will soon go out of existence. It was expected it would 
either reappear under a new name or would be consolidated with the Hollywood 
'Independent Citizens Committee of the Arts, Sciences and- Professions. It was 
-also thought this organisation might revert to its old form, the League of 
American Writers. ' This organisation has, however, in cooperation with the T ■ 

^University, of California published a quarterly magazine known as the "Holly- - 
wood Quarterly." The first issue of this magazine appeared about November 1, 

I9I45, but for some unknown reason it was not distributed generally. The second 
publication of the "Hollywood Quarterly" came off the presses during February, 19h6. 


The editors of this new publication are listed as follows: 


Samuel ?» Parquhar v4 " 
yr an Id in Fearing 
Kenneth Mao Qowfn . . ? 
Franklin P. Rolfe 
John Howard Lawson 


. IK LA professor 

V UCLA professor - } 

Screen writer 
UCLA professor 

Screen writer and a functionary of 
the Communist Party. 


,, •••■' 

f 

■ *. ■ r 

1 . 


The names of the individuals who compose the four advisory committees 
of this publication are set out below* ; . v 

„ Motion Picture Advisory Committee 


r 


Ralph Beals 
Howard Estabrook 
Leonard Bloom 
♦■Bill Blowitz 
■^Sidney Buchman 
^Edward Drytryk 
Margaret Cledhill 
Richard Hocking 
Dorothy J'cnes 
Alexander Knox 

Knmett Lavery 


UCLA professor 
Screen writer 
UCLA professor 
Screen writer 
Screen writer 
Screen director 


Connected with the Peoples Educational 
Center 

Chairman of the Hollywood Bi-iters 
Mobilization 


•4- . 


o 


) 


1 


.lav Lurrift 



Ben Maddow 
♦Josef Hischel 
Jane Jfurfin 
Dudley Nichols 






• Florence Odets •" 
ihrahsa PolonalQr 

' TXadjJujL? rO^aif 

*Zachsry Schwarts 
♦Vincent Sherman 
Theodore Strauss 
Ernest T caplin 
♦John Weber 
Virginia Wright 

Ifad&c Advisory CoBadttee r, : 

V Inrence Morton' '^1- ; 
- Ingolf Dahl 
Martha Deane 
A /j nT f T)«jf «^h 

Hans Elaler 
Hugo Friedhofer 
Gale lubik 


Robert Nelson 
David Raskin 
flarl Robinson 
waiter RubMBGtt 






i 

T 


I* fA«i 4Ka via f -4 am 

» — •— ■ — — eve «m« wy u^wu d 

♦Mission to Moscow* * 

Member of the Screen Writers Guild 


A member of, or a sponsor, for, 3li front 
organisations . 

' ' Screen photographer 

■>. : - •. ■■: . 

• • . Screen writer .. 

‘-Director - 
Writer 


. Columnist 



Holder of Guggenheia Fellowship and 
attached to First Motion Picture Unit. 
U. S. Arqy 


Singer and song composer 


Radio Advisory Committee 

Harry Holier * UCLA professor 

Milton Merlin 
True Boar dm sn 
♦Abe Burrows 
John Dunkel 

Ralph Freud UCLA professor 

Nancy Holm© 

Rdward N. Hoolcnr 



• ) 




Cal Hull ’ * 

Jernaa Laereace i 

Ranald Kac Dou^ail 
Arnold Marquis 
Kill!** Hatthc^e 
•laa lioore 
Jannic^c riwrce 
Aataoad Scott 

Croon j'ellca Screen director and ocas Conner. ta tor . 

Tecbaolo5?lt&i ndvlaory Cocslttee 


Arthur Bail 
♦Leon Lecher 
dnrl Deier 
tlillaa Brocktay 
Charles Clarke 
5tard ancr 
Boris infster 
Ttlillaa J« £ellay 
narry Rlufaall 
V«m C. Knudson 
Kotert Leonard 
Irving piofccl 
FrxxS jorson 
■-.111 lan Slaughter 
Greg T o.l and 


The individuals listed above before shoe® ciuses an asterisk appears 
have been reported as aeabers of the Coccsuaist Party by sources considered 
reliable and authentic by the lea Angeles Office. pearly all of the other 
inditiduila listed above, including tho UCLA prof Comoro, have bean identified 
fur the par-t l::c or thr-JO years with Comaunist frur.tu and Jontuniat front 
activities. 



r. informant of the Los Angeles Office, tas 
advised ttuil 1 ILeTTSnyfOR .,ritors bobiliaation, «:*ich is Ccccauniat inspired 
and controlled, has recently cccac under the scrutiny of the Joint FccWinding 
Ccuaultteo on lubacrvisa -.ctivities of tlid California; Legislature, «ore fenilisrly 
inonn as tho Tcnacy Cosedttea. ihia Cacaltico is especially interested in the 
cooperation between the Hollywood writers Lot ill ration and the university of 
Calif oral* in the publication of the " .‘Jolly* oc-d Quarterly.'* 




i 




9. 4. illlkoraoo, editor of tho "Hollywood Eeporter," « dilljr trade 
publication which opposes Coaaunlsa In toe United Ctatefl, eocaeated in the 
lovoober 23, 1945* issue of that paper that the first issue of the “Hollywood 
.jjgarterly* Indicated that the action picture Industry "is about to teko another 
beating froa the many volunteer oritlce who sill talc advantage of u\ j outlet 
in ahlch to vent their spleen against producers. * kr. ::ilktr»oc. pointed out 
that there was a noticeable political content in the "Hollywood Quarterly" and 
idootifiad several "left singers" as editors. Those mentioned by- nilkorson i-c: 

John Howard Lava on _ £aa*t lavery 

Sdeard Bnjrtryk . Dudley BichoJLs 

Abe Burrow Boris Ingstcr 

5aa Hooro Seri Kobinsoa 


u ilk arson further pointed out that the Hollywood '.Titers lobilizatlon 
le partially supported by the Coaaunlty Chest end that If the notion picture 
industry contributed a groat deal of coney to the Conaunlty Cheat, it had tto 
right to demand that none of the nosey should find Its *ay Into the coffers of 
e political, left- wing gra g like the Hollywood writers Mobilisation. In this 


regard 

recei 



of this neney «as paid to the following personal 


has advised that the Hollywood Or it ora Mobilisation 
funds for its 1943 budget. He said that part 


Paulino Lauber, acocutive Secretary, 

Hollywood alters Mobilization... §6,000 

Bert ^rgaan, Acting Secretary. «4,X0 

Hobcrt Shaw, Research Director. 5# 200 

Jiitty ftayaond, Stenographer. ••••• .2,230 

Tbelna Walker, Stenographer. •••••••••••••••• 1,250 

lary ihaw, Stenographer. ..••••••••••..••••2, 250 

Confidential ’.Tforcaiit JJW&dvlaed Uiat the Joint Fact-Finding 
Coonitteo on Subversive ^ctivltio^cT the Calif cm la Legislature, acre fenilin rjy 
known *9 the Cccrcy Cocaittoo, bed started hearings with regard to an lnvoatigati'^Q 
it ns onking into tho activities of the Ikxllyaood ..Titers kobilizaticn. These 
hearings ware interrupted by e special session of tho Legislature which was called 
during J;u*uary, 19V*. It was expected, however, tho Tonney Cceeittco 




/ 


- 44 - 




&' would oontlnue Its investigation after the close of the special session of the 
Leslalatnre end that It would Inquiry-' particularly Into the .connections of 
'^th«~ Hollywood Rritars Mob ilizat ion with the Un iversity of California, a state- 
supported institution* 

peoples Educational Center - Hollywood Extension 
. (PertcT^/ahuaiy 1, i9h6, through March. 30, lSlt'j 

.'■'■v . - ;• • t ... . •• . •; . ;• « » \ • . - *••"• 

The Joint Fact-finding Committee on Subversive Activities of the / 
California Legislature has brought to light the fact that this so-called school 
was' a CoEramist-con trolled propaganda institution* The Coxnittee showed that 
thio school wae the outgrowth of the Comruniat School and came into 

existence as an "educational" center when the Connurust Party was changed into 
the Communist Political Association. This change took place in January of l?h!i. 
At that tiae it was announced that henceforth the Coramnist .Vorkcrs School 
would be an educational association a nd_J t ^^ M lt was a bandoning tho Marxist 
position of revolutionary 'action. ^ ;'' 


l 


u* 

■ 




a confidential informant of the Los Angeles. : 
Office; finW^—TTKeTeoples Educational' Center had' announced its .winter 
semester would begin on January 28, 19li6* There have been eona changes in 
the faculty of this school since the Tenney Coaaittee held hearings in which 
Home details of the character of the school were brought out. The officers 
and board of directors now arec 


Willis J1 Hillj President 
Ralph Winstead; Vice President 


- ... *•. 


Board of Directors 

Fay Ei Allen 
R: S; Avery 
Harry Brown 
Dr. Frank C. Davie 
* Frances Eisenberg 
Gertrude Platte 
^Br. Sanford Goldner 
Frank Green (Greenberg) 


■a-Dorothy Healy 

* Maurice Iloward 
*John Horard Lawson 

C. T. Peterson 
“Albco Slade 
rilllea f.’olff 

* Mildred 3askin, Executive Secretary 

* Sidney P C¥ ison, Director 


It should be noted that Sidney Davisoru a knom Coaunir.lst and fom.cr 
f. educational director of the Loe Angeles County Comnunist P^rty* has succeeded 
*• Dr* Frank C. Deris aa director of the Peoples Educational Center. This change 
was made shortly after Mr. Davis had been called to testify before the Tenney 
‘ y ^.oaiicittee, 




*•» 


t: 




} 


- Ii5- 



. * v ; Instructors la the People? Educational Center jrhoj.srv" also connected 
with' the sotion picture industry arai ' • 

Dr. Leo Biegelman Alexa n der Knox 

*jobn Howard Lawson wgobert Leee 

r.-Ben Barxraa -*Helvin Levy 

<®erbert Biberaan ■'< ■ . , . Irving Pichel 

Robert Guanninga . .’•Hilsa Shore ~r 

' ’ Edward Dnytjyk ^' v *Frank Tuttle ‘ 

’■ 'V -\M ^ T -, 1 .'l ,■ ‘‘.P • • • , ■ ■* 

m of the above-named individuals before whose nates an asterisk 
appears have previously been reported as known Communist Party nebbers by sources 
considered to be reliable by the Los Angeles Office, . 


■ The Peoples Educational Center hat been making & special drive to 
enroll students froa .the colleges and high schools, union members and members 
'of the Armed Forces*' 




One of the gr. 


t of the Peoples Educational Center, Jean (Jan} 


Lowery, has become very active In Hollywood union circles* She is a meriber 
of the Laboratory Technicians Local 683 and is looked upon in Communist circles 
aa one of their most promising recruits. She is especially able and it is 
predicted that ehe will become a leader in the Hollywood Communist movement. 


The Hollywood 3raneh of tha Peoples Educational Center, which is 
located at 1717 North Vine Street, has not been changed. However, the dorn- 
town branch of this organisat ion is how known a s the Los fjxgeles Educational 
Association, Incorporated, " ' 

Hollywood Independent Citizens Committee of the 
Arts, Sciences and Professions 
t Period January 1, through Uarch 30, 19li6) 

confidential informant of tho Loa Angeles Office, 
has advise'’ UaL t.jo -.oUi'-SBo-i Independent Citizens Committee of the Arts, • 
Sciences end Professions has now become a national organisation with branches 
in several of the large cities of the United States. The Hollywood Branch of 
this organisation because of the names of the prominent persons used is the 
most powerful pressure group of its kind in the United States. The Hollywood 
Branch is under the control of the Communist Party and that party takes credit 
for the formation of, this organisation. The n Ke.f Leader," a weekly publication 
issued in Hew York City, la reportedly in possession of information that Lionel 



-y.r : ■ . •• •■••• ■; '■ - , .• ‘ • v tl 1* ■, • .’■* 

Berman, * taown Cosnmaiat, ; reported , to the Communist Party Convention of the 
•*. - State of Hew York In the sussier of Ijii5 that he had aet up the Independent 
Olrtlaena Committee of the Arts, Sciences and Professions (ICCASP) and that 
he had bean rewarded at the convention with high praise for the good Job he 

^ QT» *r\r\fflnY*safi rtT\ Thacra £ e? the Januarr 2 l._ 19li6. 


> kiv UWV T W Al>*> 




issue of the "Hew Leader.* 


•• *$'‘ rr ' • Hr; j^H|hae ' advleed that the list of prominent persons. who are - 

V * • " members, of th^bolTywood. Independent. Citizens Committee .of the trte, Sciences 
‘ v ? and Professions and active, in, its affairs now contains the name of James 
Rooa’evelt,whb is presently'natlonar^director' of ’ the national organization ' 

• - according to prese dispatches and literature of the ICCASP. 


Tri fKn Fsbnisiy 


issue of the Hollywood citzens Hews, 


looal Hollywood daily newspaper, an editorial appeared which questioned whether 
James Roosevelt knew the, nature of the ICCASP when he- accepted the position^ 
of national political -director* ~ The editor, of, the Hollywood Citaans lews, 
r : . Harlan Q* Palmer, is well* 'aware of the Communist nature ' of th e v Hollywood 
Branch of this organisation, inasmuch as it is an evolution of Other prrribu* . .. 
Co mm u n ist controlled group's in the Hollywood locality such as the Hollywood 
Anti-Mazi League, Hollywood Leagua for Democratic Action, American Peace 
Mobilisation, and tho Hollywood Democratic Conmitteo and others. The group 
which la now in control of the Hollywood Branch of the ICCASF is composed of 
the same Individuals who controlled the above-mentioned organizations. It is 
interesting to note- that John Howard Lawson is the leading figure in the Holly- 
wood Branch of the ICCASP* . . . . 


Another editorial., appeared, in the February 8, 19B6, issue of the 
, ” Hollywood Citizens Hews which gave the content of an answer to the editorial 
-V which appeared in the February $, 1?]*6, issue of this newspaper sent to the 
> editor by Jamee Roosevelt. In this answer Hr, Roosevelt etated he had investi- 
gated the ICCASP and knew all about it. what it stood for and indicated he was 
eatdsfied with its objectives. He eaid that he was sure the organization was 
all right because he found the following persons of national reputation connected 
with it as members* "Hartley Crum, an attorney of dan Francisco, Chester 
Bowles, OI’A director. Professor Harlow Shapely, Harvard University professor, Joseph 
E. Davies, author of Mission to Moscow, Dr. Channing frothinghec.. Dr. Linus \- 
Pauling, end Fiorello La Guardia, Therefore, there could be nothing wrong with 
tiie organization." ■ - - 


! ■HBfurther informed that the Hollywood Branch of the ICCASP has 

; be «n carryS^?n a campaign to discredit the findings of the Joint Fact-Finding 

Conn. ittee on Subvereive Activities of the California State Legislature, which ■ K 
■Lai'l** * result .of an investigation of the University of California at Los Angeles iUi- 

" '■* v.-. . ■ . ■**■>*«- •' v>-’ • • > ■ . - >• ■ 

: - u' f -V * , -i. ’ • •v'.' . f*t -r /.. ^ ir. ^ 
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found that eoao fourteen members of the faculty of that educational institution 
which ie supported by state funds had been engaged In Communist activities 
by teaching and lecturing in the People# Educational Center. The Peoples 
Educational Center which has previously been mentioned in this memorandum is 
a Cosunun±3t dominated organization and grew out of the Communist Workers School 
of Los Angeles. The Fact-Finding Committee also learned that there ' existed V. 
on the conpus of the University of California a strong faction of the American - 
Touth for Democracy, formerly known as the Toung. Communist League. During 
the recant studio strike these young- people appeared on the picket lines and 
aided in bringing about violence and defiance of low which they openly flaunted. 


The Hollywood Branch of the ICSA3P is now engaged in putting pressure 
on the Texiney Committee and carrying on a propaganda cesromign in defense of 
the faculty and the radical students at the University of California. It has 
’ * denounced : the Tenney Committee as restricting "academic freedom." The TfomP 

has sent out^ thousands of circulars^ to colleges throughout the United State# / 
1* s ‘« palling for 'a pressure campaign in connection with this situation. The •4gtter ,v '• V 
1 of the circulars is George Pepper^ who has a long record of Communist activity.' 
This circular letter is a clear distortion of fact and is an attempt to cover 
up the real object of the Tenney Coranittee, which wr 3 to expose the Communist ■* 
activities of a snail group within the faculty and some of the students who 
are robbers of the American Tcuth for Democracy, formerly known as the Young 
Communist League. The Tenney Committee, in addition to Dr. Clarence A. Dykstra, 

. Provost of the University, called for questioning the following professorsi 

’ J >■ Dr. Franklyn Fearing ' 

Dr. Ralph Beals '* 

1 ‘ Dr. Leonard Bloom 

' Dr. Harry Hoijer 

Dean E. McHenry 
David Appleman 
Edwin Lemert 
Corlxu.e Seeds 
Dr, Frank Davis 

It ^iould be noted, as has been mentioned hereinbefore, that Dr. 

Davis severed his relations with the University of California on July 1, l?h5, 
to become ths director of the Peoples Educational Association, an institution 
established and directed by the Communists. 


s . , All of the professors mentioned above denied knowledge of any Communist 

* v?' - ; activity although they all have long records of activity in Communist controlled 

'(. 7 m ' : . .v :< . - .. 

- , ‘ •• ' i- r. S.-f'-r - '• 1 



fr«-nt or^-aniaationa. All of thca, bosovur, adaitted that h-d given 
lwcLu r*s at the peoples Lducatlo avl C cater In Hollywood* 1 

...... * - . . . • . . ■ ■. . '■■■■■■ ;i 

A# a result of the investigation tado by tho Tenney CociitLee, 
tte Hoard of Begents of tho University are presently Gakiflg Ihoir owi investi- 
gation wtd Juvo threatened to dlsalss any of tho faculty or otuiento when. they 
find havu boon active la Caear.unist ef forte and tclivitics. 

The Hollywood branch of tin ICCaIP has also used its iofiuenco to 
co Hoot funds for the present CIO strikes which have boon in progress throughout 
the n&titau It has also distributed 4 lar^e acvsp&pcr-ulse anaocnc tauen t la 
lino with this prograeu 

This or t *ani.;uilon has also taken a east active p.rt ic a 
daal^ntd to recall * loo Annulus City Couacilmn, huade Lcdl'-iV-hin, booauoo 
it chared thit JicClanahan open 5 or ad a cuctinj hold by Geruirf L. }.* ^rlth in 
Loo Angeles several sooths ago. The entire CoasunHL party apparatus is behind 
this recall Aoveeeat* ' 

The Hollywood Broach cf the ICCaSP is also officially affiliated 
vith & recently forced organisation known at the Jjatricon Coaaitto* fur Spanish 
Freed oa. This latter organisation 1s another of those Spanish 'Cocoitteea like 
the foraur Dnit«d iipaniah aid Cossd.ttee* Tho holly^oou Br^ch of tho IXuSP 
is alto working in eloso collaboration with the Los mmoles CIO Industrial 
Union Council* This council is completely dociiutod by ConaurJuts under tho 
leadership of Phillip lu Connelly* 

There is no doubt that tho Bollywood Branch of tho lCCtb? is heavily 
infiltrated and controlled by CooRuoiata and that it h.s becooe a powerful 
influence in the state of California* It tokos part in *11 local activities 
inspired b7 the Coanuolst Forty such aat 

hobillzatioa fer Deaocrccy,. directed by otate .attorney General Robert ..* he my 
<w*i giliiott R* bidnor, uwculive secretary * 

hocsll of Councilman ilcade icClonahon of Los ;.i\;elcu , directed by ..‘111 tec H. 
Eibner* 

Support on picket linos and financially of all local CIO strii.ua . These strikes 
are largely directed by i hlLLlp u* Conacily, ioorcturj'-Trcueurcr of the Lea 
..ngclos CI( - Industrial Union Council* 

Collaboration s.ith the CIO Political metier, Ctwaittec through Harry drxwa os 
Assiatuut Director* 

'"Collibcrsticn with tha Uational Cltiecna Political lotion CoesdtUa, John 
■'floward Lawson, Coaaanaist Party functionary* j 


% • 
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^^Collaiwatlcai with ths Los Angeles County Democratic Central Committee 
' of the Democratic Party (under Conmranist control) , through. Bollln McNutt , 
the County Chairman and John Howard Lawson* 

Sponsorship of the American Touth for Democracy, formerly Toung Communist 
J '-' League, represented by Meyer Fried en* ^ . , 


s.,- 


V --' v:‘ 


' • Propaganda Campaign la the intar eat of turning over the secret of the Atomic 

^ Bomb to United States or Civilian control* directed by John Howard Lawson, . 

This organiaation has announced that it w ill soon launch a nation- 
wide radio program to carry out its policies and objectives* There seens to 
bo no doubt that this organisation with its Hollywood prestige and influencs 
will succeed in securing the nomination in the forthcoming primaries of what 
, ^ is termed tbs ■liberal" slate in California. . The word "liberal* as used in . 
this instanoe means "Corinhl yt-end or sed," 

• , General . r] - ‘ : ...... 

(Period January 1, 1946 through March 30, 1946) 


i . 
- 
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The most significant events which have marked the activity of the 
Hollywood Coaamnieta during the period January 1, 1946 through March 30, 1946, 
have been the completion of the change in the Coaotunist Party line from one 
of collaboration under Earl Browder to one of revolutionary action and "class 
struggle* under the leadership of lilliam z. Foster, and the apparent decision 
of the Hollywood Communists to go "underground** 

Tilt h respect to the change in the Comaunl st Party line,| 

' a confidential Informant of the Los Angeles Office, has informed 
iat the Communist activity in the motion picture industry has become more 
apparent for what it really is because of the new Communist Party line which 
came into existence on July 28, 1945 with the change from the Communist Political 
Association back to the Communist Party of the United States. The resumption 
of the Karxist-Leninist line of revolutionary action, as distinguished from 
ths •democratic" or collaboration line of the Communist Political Association, 
has forced the Communists and their followers more into the open in their 
support of directives emanating from the foreign policy of the Soviet Union and 
in their support of other phases of activity called far by the new line of 
Marxian "class struggle." This was evidenced by the activities of the various 
Comamniet-c on trolled organisations previously mentioned in this memorandum 
in their support of the recent Communist-supported strike in ths film studios. 


* V 4 
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support of the Coanuninta 1 demand for the return of all American soldi ere fran 
foreign soil, particularly China, support of the campaign of opposition to 
General Douglas McArthur in his military occupation program in Japan, support 
- of the CIO in ite attacks on the AF of L, and local support politically of 
all so-called * liberal* candidates for .office in the coming elections in ^ : v . 

^ . r»l<f ofe r>1n r : \ .• ».* " >■ .-•.t-’vLi it 

y '■ V A J ' ; i; ■ ■■ • .• ■■ . ' i 

K’- ' As a result of thle change in policy^ all Communist activity in 

the cultural propaganda line and the activities in the labor unions are 
now directed to burning out dissension and diecord in the United States, 
toward supporting all activity which will bring about strikes, political 
antagonises, racial antagonisms, under the deceptive slogans of "Unity 0 and 
Anti -die crimination*. In general, ths program of th 9 World Communist movement,. 


• A - 
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now enters what the Uanists-Ireuiniste' Interpretation calls the ■Flow of V> 

* 


I or Id S evolution.*” 
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A , v ' Jhe activltlew of the Communists in the Hollywood motion picture 
industry have been so intmse during the last sin months and they have been 
so succeesfbl in creating diecord and diseension in the industry that the 
producers of motion pictures in Hollywood have considered shuting down the 
industry completely far a period of four months. lhis condition has not bsen 
brought about by the labor agitators alone, but has received the all-out 
support of the cultural elements, including writere, directors and some 
actors who are either members of the Comunist Party, or close sympathizere 
with the aims of toat Party. There seems to be no doubt that Hollywood and 
the area immediately adjacent thereto. Southern California, have now 
became one of the main cent ere of Coaanunist propaganda and activity in the - 
United States. 


"S'-* * 

. r. V 


In addition to the activity outlined above, the Communists throng, 
pressure groupe in Hollywood have asserted their influence in the direction 
of foreign relations and domestic affairs by pressuring the lawmakers locally 
and nationa lly , using Hollywood names and p ere onali ties for tiat purpose* 



V rv- 


dential inf ormant^jUfurther advised with regard to the decision 
of the Hollywood Cousaunists to g^nSder ground," that they have decided to 
make themselves less conspicioue, first because of the increasing strain their 
activities might bring on international relations between Soviet Russia and 
the United Statee and, eecond, because of the expose made of the Hollywood 
Communists by the International Alliance of Theatrical Stage 2aployees-AF of L 
and the Joint Fact-Finding Committee on Subversive activities of the 
California legislature, mare familiarly known as the Tennsy Committee. ' 


- 51 - 


V .‘* L 

. >'♦ . . 


■•V 


\* • A 


' the Tenney Committee, of which Jack Term 07, California State Senator, 
ii Chairman, conducted open hearings on subversive activities in Los Angeles 
on January 2, 3, 4 and 5, 1946. According to Confidential Inf ormant 
will la these hearings were not directed at the Hollywood action pictu^^anau&try 
and the Communist infiltration thereof specifically, they did bring to light 
the fact that much of the communist activity in Los Angeles had its origin 
and support in Hollywood. It also brought out the fact that several 
Communist front organizations t armed by persons employed in the motion picture 
Industry In high positions were extending their activities and influence 
outside the industry and into schools, the political field and tHe labor 
unions. 


The day to day announced results of the Tenney Ccrraittee hearings* 
in the press and the previously announced statement of the committee that it 
. would hold the hearings tended to put. the communists on guard and caused , than V 
to temporarily curb, and hide certain activities which had previously been,i. 

. J -* ' carried on openly. The Tenney Committee hearings were interrupted by the ca lling 
- of a special session of the California State Legislature on January 7 , 1946 . • 

As early as January a campaign was launched by various Communist front 
organizations in Hollywood and Los Angeles to discredit the findings of the 
Tenney Committee. 


In addition to the foregoing, there is another factor which has a 
bearing on this change in activity of the Hollywood coominists which can be 
- ^ described in the Communist lingo as "going underground," That factor is the * 

. sudden realization by the producers of pictures and the supreme heads of the 
• ' industry that there is a likely possibility that the film industry as a whole 
. might be seriously embarrassed because they have permitted it to become a 
haven and springboard for Communist activities over a period of years. 

Another reason far the decision of the Hollywood Cojiaunists to go 
■ under ground" was the exposure of their activity by the International Alliance 
of Theatrical Stage Employees Union during the recent studio strike. During 
the lest 60 days of that strike and for a short period thereafter, the exposure 
of the Communist activity vra3 continuous. 


Roy !2. Brewer, leader of the International Alliance of Bieatrlcal 
Stage Employees brought to public notice a situation which existed in the 
Hollywood studios and showed beyond doubt that the film industry was 
saturated with Communists and followers of the Communist rarty line. When 
Brewer made this information public, giving the names and partial records 
. i -J?* prominent individuals in the motion picture industry, the entire industry 
:Cv/ APP&rcatly demanded a halt to that type of publicity. Their demands were 
- evidently acceded to in view of the fact that Brewer stopped the expose. 
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Holly ood Independent Citizens Committee of the 
> Art a. Science a and Professions* HICCASP 

During the period of April 1, through July 1, 1946 , this organisa- 
tion h&e been very active. It has served as a powerful political pressure 
- group and attempted to use the notion picture industry and its prestige as 
a basis to dominate the cooing primary elections In the State of California. 

a . 1 . . ■ ‘ . ‘ ' • ’ ■ 

- Every endorsement for public offioe made by this organisation coin- 
cides with that mads by the Communist Party of the State. In addition to the 
endorsement of these Communist-favored candidates, the Hollywood Independent 
Citisens Committee of the Arts, Sciencss and Professions nailed out a tremen- 
dous amount of propaganda which not only is a service to the candidates for 
office but is In favor of every Communist endorsed proposal, grievance or 
pressure point. 

At s meeting held on April 14, 1946, the HICCASP held an eleotlan ’* 
at which officers and an executive council for the ensuing year were placed 
in office. The present officers and council are as follows} 

John Cromwell - Chairman - motion picture director 
Colonel Evans Carlson - Vice-chairman - U. S. Karines 
Olivia de Haviland - Vice-chairman - Actress. 

Dr. Franklin Fearing - Vice-chairman - UCLA Professor of Psychology 
Lena Horne - Vice-chairman - Negress, actress, member of the Board 
of Directors of I?EG 

Dr. Linus Pauling - Vice-chairman - Professor at California Institute of 
_ Dore S chary - Vice-chairman - Director, MGU Technology 

.■ Frank Sinatra - Vice-chairman - Singer 
S. T. Earburg - Secretary - Writer of music 
Ernest Pascal - Treasurer 

Johnny Green - Division- chairman - mueic, song writer 
lira. Barnard V or ha us - Division- chairman - women 
True Boardman - Division-chgirman - radio writer 

Executive Council 


*Dr. Murray Abowiti - Doctor of Medicine 
♦Qregory Ain - Communist Party name Fred Grant 
*Saa Albert - Musician 
Mrs. Victor Aller 

•Margaret Bennett - (Margaret Bennett Wills), Secretary of Council of 


Guilds and Unions 
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♦Edward Biberman — Art I at 
*H«nry Blankfort - Producer at Universal 
**dllia» Blowiti - Publicity agent 
Edwin Blum - Sponsor of Actors Laboratory Theater Program 
Humphrey Bogart - Actor 
Dr. Vernon Bolt maw 
Reuben a. Borough — Pamphleteer 
Irving Brecher 
♦Hugo Butler - Writer 
♦George Campbell - Musicians Union #47 
Sylvia Compineky - Wife of Danny Kaye 
Edmund Cooke - Mayor Bowron's Secretary 
Woman Corwin - Radio writer 
Albert Dekker - State Assemblyman, actor 
Marion Devlin 

V4 11J*. T\a« 4 _ DVA miaM 
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Alfred Drake 
Paul Draper - Dancer 
Phillip Dunne - Writer 
Charles Einfeld - Independent producer 
Joan Fontaine - Actress 
♦John Garfield - Actor 
Howard Green 
Harry Grob stein 

♦Louis Harris ” Producer of shorts 
Don Hartman - Member, Hollywood Democratic Committee 
Dr. Dickerson Hawkins 
Paul Hen re id - Actor 
John Hie stand 
Celesta Holm - Aotrees 
■* John B. Hughes - Conmantator 
Marsha Hunt - Actress 
♦Alice Hunter - Photographer 

•Hex Tr u'rflj n — Actor ^Ne<?ro^ 

— u A _ - / 

A1 Jarvis - Radio productions 
Charles Jones 
Vera Kaplan 

♦Charles Kats - Labor attorney 
Mrs. Jerome Kern - Wife of composer 
Evelyn Keyes - Actress 
Edward Koch 
Edwin Knopf 
Calvin Kuhl - Radio 
♦Ring Lsrdner - Writer 
Emmett Lavery - Writer 

^ # John Howard Lawson - Writer, also scenario writer ' . 
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Dr. Fraser McDonald 
All no Xcliahoa - Actresa 
^ Thomas Mann - Writer 
♦Lean Meadow - Writer 
Lewis Milestone - Director 

Frances Millington - President of Screen Story Analyst Guild 
# Saa Moore - Writer of Greet Gildersleeve 
Carlton Moss - (Negro) Produced "Negro Soldier" 

One Munson - Actresa 

Leonard Neubeurer 

Dr. £1 chard M. Noyes - Physician 

Dr. X. Y. Olchs 

Gregory Peck - Actor 

Nat Perrin 

♦William Foaerance - Executive Secretary, Screen writers Guild 
Dr. Francis Pottanger, Sr. - Physician 
Ronald Reagan - Actor 
Alan fiiTkin - Writer 

♦Earl Robinson - Singer and Bang composer 
Edward Q. Robinson. - Actor 
James Roosevelt - National organizer ICCASP 
♦Mrs. Esther Roth - Musician 
Artie Shew - Band Leader 

Marian Spitzor - League of American Writers, member 
Louis Tahak 

♦Dolton Trumbo - Writer 
♦Prank Tuttle - Director 
Baney Sanuta 

*Bob Wachsman - Publicity manager for Jack Benny 
Walter Banger - Producer 
Frans lazman 

Virginia Wright - Columnist 

William H, Wright - Sponsor Actors Laboratory Theater program 
Benjamin Zukor - Member of Executive Committee of American Society for 
Russian Relief 
* 

Prom the foregoing Hat of names the Communist influence within this 
organization may be seen. An asterisk has been placed before those individuals 
who have been heretofore reported members of the Communist Party. 

Confidential InforaantflU^JHH^^PGteted on April 13, 1946, that 
the HICCASP took part off! dally the downtown Los Angeles area 

conducted under the auspices of the Emergency Committee to Support OFA. This 
demonstration was reportedly in response to a call by the Communist Party of 
the.Dnitad States for all organizations to support the OFA. Other organiza- 
tions taking part in this demonstration which are reportedly tender Communist 
influence in the California area were aa follows) ' 
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Los An go lea Count/ Democratic Committee 

lational Citizens Political Action Committee (L.A. Division) 

American Veterans Committee 
„ Toung Women's Christian Association 

CIO Industrial Union Council 
Screen Sartoanlats Guild 
Screen Publicists Guild 
Laboratory Technicians, Local 683* IATSE 

The organisation is also conducting a campaign of propaganda against 
restrictive covenants which limit residential districts on the basie of color, 
et cetera. The group officially. endorsed and carried on an intensive campaign 
in support of the following candidates for State office In the California 
Primaries held on June 4, 1946.- All of these individuals have been reported 
to either support the Communist Party line or have been found to bo subject to 
Communist influence t 

Robert V. Kenny, for Governor 

John F. Shelley, Lieutenant Governor - 

Lucille Gleason, Secretary of Stato 

Ellis E. Patterson, TJ* S. Senate (now a member of Congress) 

Claude Welch, State Senator 
Red R. Healy, Congress (incumbent) 

Helen Gahagan Douglas, Congresa (incumbent) 

Emmett Lavery, Congress, writer 
Reuben 1. Borough, Congress, Pamphleteer 
Chet Holifield, Congress (incumbent) 

Cecil R. King, Congress- (incumbent) 

Clyde Doyle, Congress (incumbent) 

’■** 

This organisation also has reportedly raised large amounts of money 
for the support and elections of the candidates it sponsored for office. With 
one exception, there haa been no division in their ranks on this issue of pre- 
ferred candidates. There was over the two candidates Ellis E. Patterson and 
Will Rogers, Jr., for the office of United States Senator. A small group, 
about forty in number, disagreed with the leaders of the HICCASP and came out 
with Will Rogers, Jr. for Senator. It should be pointed out, however, that 
it has been reported that there is practically very little difference between 
Patteraon and Rogers, because they both have been supported to some extent by 
the Communist Party. 

Confidential Informant ■^■advised that he felt there would be some 
ohanges made within the organizaffo^lue to the fact that it was now recognized 
and designated by the interested public generally as a Communist front organiza- 
tion* 
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Prior to the election for some four weeks, the subject organi ra- 
ti on cooperated with th* following organisations connected directly or in- 
i’ directly with the Hollywood notion picture industry in e eeriee of political 
' Emilies for the benefit of the candidates sponsored by this group. 

Conference of Studio Unions (Reportedly Communist controlled) 

Council of Hollywood Guilds and Unions (Reportedly Communist controlled) 
57th A.D. Democratic Club (Beportedly Communist controlled) 

American Touth for Democracy (Formerly known as Young Communist League, 

• Communist controlled) 

American Yeterens Committee (Beportedly sponsored by Communists) 
Mobilisation for Democracy (Reportedly Communist front organisation) 


Hollywood Writers Mobilisation 

Confidential Info naan t^HKiaa related that the political activities 
of this organisation have corres^noea with those of the Hollywood Independent - 
dtisens Committee of the Arts, Sciences and Professions. The principal activity 
of thie organisation during the month of May was in the showing of Russian 
propaganda motion pictures at the Gordon Theater in Los Angeles on each Tuesday ■ 
night. In connection with the showing of these pictures made in Eussia, a sort 
of town meeting forum is held in which the audience takes part. These gather- 
ings are reportedly colored In nature and are used for propaganda purposes. 

Films already shown or to be shown are entitled as follows i 

"Once There Was A Girl" - made in Ruseia and glorifying the Young 

Komsomols (Young Communists) 

"The Last Chance" 

'* "Marie- Louise" 

"Seventh Veil" 

■Open City" 

"It Happened at the Inn" 

William Dieterle, a motion picture director, is one of the prime movers 
in this venture. Others are j 


Florence Odets - Photographer 
♦Edward Eliscu - Writer 

♦Mrs. Guy Endore - Hollywood Women's Council 
Howard Koch - Writer 
♦Robert Rossen - Writer 

♦Corinne Seeds - Of the University of California at Los Angeles, 
Elementary Division 
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During the month of June the Hollywood Writers Mobilisation re— 

1 ^ortedly ••cured the Laurel Theater in Loo Angelas for the showing of propa- 
ganda pictures. In addition to those indlrlduals not previously mentioned, 
ae being interacted in this propaganda effort are the following i 

John Cromwell - writer 
•Alvah Bessie - writer 

Frances Millington - studio worker, union officer 
Lene Home - Negroes, actress, singer 
John B. Hughes - newe commentator* 

•Guy Endore - newepaper colunniat 
Lewis Milestone - Russian bom f ilm director 

Thoee indivlduale whose naoee have an asterisk placed before them 
have bean reportedly oonnectsd with Coomunistically inclined groupe. 

national Wia-The-Peace Conference 

According to a press dispatch, this organ! letlon cams Into existence 
at a meetin^held in Washington, D. C., on April 4, 5, and 6, 1946. Confidential 
Informant ^^^mhas edvised that this organisation came into existence in Los 
Angeles oirtHy 12, 1946. This organisation held the Win-The-Peace Conference 
meeting at the Los Angeles City College euditorlum on that date. The co-chair- 
men of this meeting werei 

•Paul Hobeeon - Singer and actor 
Colonel Evans Carlson - U. S. Marines 

The Los Angeles Conference was in charge of the following individuals 
who are reported to follow the Communist Party linei 

Robert W. Kenny - Attorney General of California and candidate 
for Governor 

Allen Chaoe - Writer and Executive Secretary of American Com- 
mittee for Spanish Freedom 

Edward Mosk - Attorney and former member of AUG in Germany 
True Boardman - Radio writer 
Reuben V. Borough - Pamphleteer 
Victor Shock en 

William H. Rosenthal - California State Assemblyman 
Belle Dubnoff 

Dr. Herbert Alexander - Professor st Los Angeles City College 
. . Dr. Claude Hudson - Negro dentist 

L. £. Clajpool 
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Lai Singh - India, publishes a paper on Indian affairs 
David Sarvis 
Dr. I. Bess 

* *lilliam Pomerance - Executive Secretary Screen Writers Quild 

Willie J. Hill - president of People's Educational Center 
♦Ike Adame - Ssgro 

♦P hil M. Connelly - Secretary-Treasurer, LAIUC 

It is also reported that the HICCA5P and the Hollywood Writers 
Mobilisation ars both officially affiliated with the national and local 
groups. It is reported that both of thsse organizations sent official 
delegates to the Washington Besting. 




as indicated that 
a new location in 


this Communist con- 
the Las Palmas Theater. 


Actors Laboratory 

Confidential ’informant 
trolled school for acting has mov 
1648 North Las Palmas Avenue, Hollywood, California. The Actors Laboratory is 
a continuation of the former Croup Theater Organization which was affiliated 
with the International Union of Bavolutionary Theaters through the Hew Theater 
League. 


The Actors Laboratory is preparing to produce propaganda and revolu- 
tionary plays. Now in preparation to be produced in the near future is the Com- 
munist propaganda play by Clifford Odets called "Awake and Sing." 


Hollywood Forum 

This group regortedly devoted to Communist propaganda, according to 
Confidential Informant holds it3 meetings sach Friday night at ths Allan 
Budack Danes Studio in Lo^uigeles, California. According to the informant, 
while this organisation is called the Hollywood Forum, it is held under the 
auspices of ths "Daily People’s florid, " which is the official organ of the 
Communist Party on the West Coast. Those taking part in the forum discussions 
are all connected with the Hollywood motion picture industry. The following 
are the most active in this venture: 

•Waldo Salt - Moderator, Communist writer 

♦John Howard Lawson - Communist writer and Communist Party 

functionary 

♦Samuel Omitz - Communist writer for many years 
♦Alvah Bessis - Communist writer 
Carlton Moss - Negro, writer 

... ♦Patricia HHoran r* "Daily People’s World" correspondent 
William P. Nutter*- Bspresentativs of Bail road Brotherhoods 
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Those individuals whose namss have an asterisk placed before then 
are reportedly members of ths Communist Party or cloee followers of the Com- 
munist Parky line. ■ , ■ ■ ' 

* feS££*l 

Confidential Informant informed that the entire strength 
of the Communist forces in ths H<fl3^ood film industry, including members of 
the Party, sympathizers and fellow travellers, was devoted almost exclusively 
to the Primary Election for State and County off! css held on June 4 , 1946 . 

In faot the entire Comnunlet apparatus in the Stats was reportedly utilised 
in an effort to elect thoee candidates whom the Communist Party and its front 
organisations, in addition to those organisations previously referred to, had 
endorsed. The candidates supported by the Communists and excelled liberal 
and progressive elements were, as you undoubtedly know, defeated. 

Robert W. Kenny, Stats Attorney Oeneral and candidate for Governor 
had the endorsement of the Communists and their sympathisers. In fact, Ur, 
Kenny had reportedly been raised to hie present post of Attorney General of 
. , California by tbe efforts of these liberal and Communist forces. 

Ell la E. Patterson, now a member of Congress and a candidate at this 
election for ths Senate of the United States, was aleo defeated. It is said 
that hs has a record of COnmuniet affiliations which dates back for many years. 

The Communists centered most of their strength on these two offices 
for obvious reasons. Other office* where Communists had endorsed candidates 
. met a similar fate in the majority of caeea. This defest at the polls for the 
Communists throughout the State, where for about ten years they hare enjoyed 
•' an almost preferred position, is alleged, by this informant, to be a turning 
point in the politics of the State, and also a change in Communist tactics, 
v; particularly within ths motion picture industry where they are exceptionally 
strong due to tho ksy positions they hold. This informant further advised 
that one important factor that contributed to this turnover wss the open posi- 
tion the Communists are now required to take because of the change in the Party 
line. For thle reason, Coranunists are more and more being exposed. 
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DEVELOPMENTS IK THE HOLLYWOOD WRITERS MOBILIZATION 
(July 23, 1946 through NoveEiberl4, 1946) 


Confidential Informant of tha Los Angeles Field 

Division, has advised that tha ao^mffS^^^^S^^^Sunist-controlled Hollywood 
organisation of writers known as Hollywood Writers Mobilisation, has been 
confined to tbs promotion of tbs exhibition of Russian motion pictures at 
certain independent motion picture theaters in the Los Angeles area. In addition 
to this activity, the organisation has sponsored and cooperated with such 
Communist fronts as the Mobilization for Democracy, the Hollywood Citizens 
Committee for the Arte, Sciences and Professions, the Citizens Committee for 
Better Education, and similar groups used for pressure purposes. 


The Hollywood Writers Mobilisation, being an organisation of 
writers only, is more or less confined to writing. This was the function of 
the organisation when it was allied with the Offioe of War Information during 
, the period of the war. Its efforts then and now are devoted to the propaganda 
field. Information has been received that it ie to be connected with a 
Government agency, this time under the jurisdiction of the War Department. 

The War Department has announced that it has appointed Pare Lo rents as the 
Chief of the Film and Theater Unit of the reorientation Branch of the Civil 
Affairs Division, an agency of the United States Government. 


■Variety" for September 3# 1946, stated that Lorentz* division had 
a budget for 120 reels which was to begin his project and that he had been 
allocated 2000 projectors for distribution in Japan and Germany. These 
projectors, aocording to the artiole, were to be used in establishing schoolroom 
programs and reopening theaters in remote areas. 

The article stated that 200 million people in Japan, Forea, Austria 
and Germany, will not be allowed to aee^any film that is not approved by the 
Lorents uni% and producers in occupied countries will not be allowed to make 
ary films until they have beep certified and have an Army approved script. The 
article also related that Lorentz received authorization to select a nucleus of 
34 technicians who will begin expansion of the entire operation. The first 
production unit of 100 people is to include film editors, camera non, sound men, 
art directors and other technicians. Veterans are to be given preference on 
all jobe. Five divisions have been made within the film and theater organization, 
including! 

News Reel Unit 

- Story Unit 

Theater Unit 
European Unit 
Pacific Unit . 
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The duties of Lorentz* Division will be the production of motion 
picture documentary "shorts," news reels and theater units, all of which will 
be used to set up a system of re-education of occupied countries, especially 
Germany, Austria and Japan. 

There is also to be another branch, under the same Jurisdiction, 
devoted to magazines, newspapers, educational and religious, and "special 
projects." Pare Lorentz, who has been identified as being very sympathetic 
with the Communist cause, particularly when he was engaged on the T7PA theater 
project, has announced that he will recruit the personnel largely from the 
Hollywood motion picture industry. Information has been received that the 
Hollywood Writers Mobilization will be the principal cultural group contacted; 
that the HWU will occupy the same relations with this ?.'ar Department project 
that it did previously with the Office of Iter Inforration. 

This organization being Communist-controlled and directed could be 
and very probably would be connected with a propaganda agency for that cause 
as it would be in a position to utilize the government agency to spread 
propaganda throughout those occupied countries not yet taken over by Soviet 
P.ucsia. 


The "Guildsman, " official paper of the Dos Angeles Newspaper Guild, 
for June, 1946, stated that following the screening of the Russian picture, 
"Once there was a Girl, " portraying the children of Leningrad during the 
Nazi siege of that city, a talk was made by ’Jilliam Dieterle advocating 
greater realism and honesty in the production of American motion pictures. 
Dieterle said: "We saw in this Russian film a scene showing people drawing 
water through holes out in the river ice; the scene was real. The snow and 
ice were not artificial and the reality of the cold and hardship projected 
itself from the screen into the imagination of the audience. Here in Holly- 
wood that scene would have been staged on the set. The snow would have 
been granulated salt and flour and the sense of reality would have been lost. " 

A film forum was then conducted, the other speakers being Dr. 

Corinne Seeds, UCLA educator; Howard Koch, screen writer and chairman of 
’ riters Mobilization; and Charles Ellis, city editor of the "Labor Herald." 

Harold J. Salcmson about 1937 was the president of the Los Arue^s^ 
News^^r^u^U and was active in Communist affairs and, according 

HHa discontinued confidential Informant of the Los Angele^uffS^, 
the Communist Party. He went into the Array Special Services 
early in 1942. He returned to Hollywood from the military service in M'arch, 
1946, and at the present time he is the director of publications for the 
Screen Writers Guild and is active in Communist front organizations* 


\ ' 
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Confidential InformantJBBphas advised that the Hollywood 
Writers Mobilization in cooperatiOT^with the Mobilization for Democracy 
has instituted a series of broadcasts over Radio Station KLAC in Los 
Angeles. The title of the broadcast Is "It is Beginning Here." The 
programs are propaganda in the Interest of minority groups. 


According to the informant, this is the usual Communist propaganda 
springboard for putting over the, communist Party line. Tfce broadcasts are 
given every Monday evening at 7:15. This project also has the support of the 
Hollywood Independent Citizens Committee of the Arts, Sciences and 
Professions. The following individuals are interested in conducting this 
venture: Harry Hoijer, teacher at UCLA; Ken Niles, announcer; Lee Horton, 

Hollywood writers Mobilization; Lillian Randolph, Negro actress and Betty Jones, 
Negro social worker. . 

HOLLYWOOD INDEPENDENT CITIZENS COMMITTEE OF THE 
ARTS, SCIENCES AND PROFESSIONS (July 23 through 
November 8, 1946) 


According the Hollywood Independent Citizens 

Committee for the Arts^Scferoes and Professions (ICCASP) has become the main 
political and propaganda pressure group of the Communist Party in Hollywood and 
is now carrying out the “open" line of the Communist Party in the political and 
pressure groups found in the motion picture Industry. 


'asserted that the Hollywood ICCASP derives prestige from the 
influenoe^of the film industry and the influential film characters engaged in 
that industry. He related that the motion picture industry, as such, renders 
its tacit consent to these activities as there has never been any criticism of 
any kind from the top producers of pictures in Hollywood or any attempt to 
prevent this organization using the name of the industry for its "subversive" 
purposes. 

HSMBfurther advised that this organization is openly allied with many 
other Communist "front" organizations, both locally and nationally and is to 
be reckoned with as the western branch of the ICCASP, the joint sponsor with 
the National Citizens Political Action Conmittee of the meeting held in 
Madison Square Garden recently when Secretary of Commerce Henry A. Wallace and 
United States Senator Claude Pepper from Florida cade the pro-Rus3ian speeches 
whioh caused national and international furore. 
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A B^BBBurther eta ted that while the organization has not been 
greatly aS^cted by the present exposures of the Communist Party's relations 
to the Soviet Union and that country's attitudes toward world peace, or a 
coming war, there have been some withdrawals of membership and board members. 
The more timid among the group, evidently fearing that reputations in the film 
industry might suffer, have withdrawn from the organisation. To make up for 
these resignations, the following have been added to the Executive Council: 



Artie Shaw, Band Leader 

Larry Adler, Actor 

Averill Berman, Radio Commentator 

Dr. Arthur Brower, newcomer 

Virginia Bruce, Actress 

Ilorval D. Crutcher, studio labor leader 

Sterling Hayden, actor 

Rose Hobart, actress 

Maurice Howard, studio union labor leader 
Gene telly, actor 

Robert 17. Kenny, attorney-general of California 

Roland Kibbee, writer 

Charles Lewin, writer 

Margo, actress 

Kenneth MacGowan, director 

Kenneth McKenna, director 

Groucho Uarx, actor 

Jack Moss, writer 

Vincent Price, actor 

Ann Revere, actrese 

Arthur Sheenman, writer 

Gloria Stuart, actress 

Sheppard Traube, writer 

Cornel Elide, actor 

}irs. Talli Tiyler, wife of billiam VTyler, director 


The majority of the above-listed individuals have been associated at one 
time with activitiee which have been under the influence and/or control of the 
Communist Party. 

The Hollywood ICCASP arranged for a concert in t'r9 Hollywood Bowl on 
September 2, 1946 for the purpose of raising funds. According to a circular 
issued by the organisation the funde were to be used for political purposes. The 
'statement waei 
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"This concert is the moot exciting and important 
public event HICCASP has ever undertaken. Its financial 
success will guarantee much of our fall election work as well ae 
support of the many other urgent campaigns in which HICCASP ie 
engaged. * 

tfjj^vstated that the feature of this concert wae the gueet speaker, 
Claude Peppery Senator from Florida, who gave the Cwnnuniet Party line on the 
relations of the United States with Soviet Ruesia. The concert wae a success, 
some 15,000 people attending, and the amount taken in is estimated as between 
$40,000 end $50,000. The artists taking part were* 

Arthur Rubenstein 
Frank Sinatra 
Gregory Peck 
Vincent Price 
Alfred Drake 
Earl Robinson 
Dr. Hugo Strelitzer 
Fran* Waxman 
Larry Adler, and 
Claude Pepper 

a further advised that the Hollywood ICCASP i3 now affiliated with 
et group, called Citizens Committee for Better Education, This 
Communist w front" is a pressure group set up to work on the public Bchool system 
of the State of California and City of Loe Angelee. Other organizations 
affiliated, arei 

Communist Party 
American Youth for Democracy 
American Veterans Committee 
Conference of Studio Unions 
Hollywood Women’s Council 
Hollywood Writers Mobilization 

Los Angeles Federation of Teachere, Local 430 (AFL) 

Mobilii'stion for Democraoy 

National Citizens Political Action Committee 

CIO Political Action Committee 

Southland Jewish Organization 

United Public Workers, CIO 

The Hollywood ICCASP has affiliated itself, according with the 

Loe Angeles Civil Rights Congrese, a branch of the National Civil R^^e Congrees, 
a completely Communist-controlled pressure organization. 



- 66 - 


J 


) 


Other organisations affiliated -with this national organization, a ret 


American Veterans Committee 
National Lawyers Guild 

Home Protective Association (local group) 
Home Owners Defense Council " “ 

fleet Hollywood Defense Council " " 

San Fernando valley Council 
on Race Relations " " 

Committee for Unity " n 


^^^Valso informed that the Hollywood ICCASP participated on Sunday, 
ff^~l946 in a mass demonstration against a meeting held by Gerald L. 


Septembe 

Smith in the Polytechnic School Auditorium in Los Angeles* This 
wae called by the Mobilization for Democracy, a Communist-formed 


K. 


demonstration 
and controlled 


"front" in the Southern California area. In doing eo, it cooperated with the 
following Ccomunist-dominated groups: , 


American- Youth for Democracy (formerly Young Communist League) 
Mobilisation for Democracy 
American Jewish Congress , 

Progressive A? of L (Communists within the AF of L) 

Los Angoles CIO Council 
American Veterans committee 
Southland Jewish Organization 
National Negro Congress 

National Association for the Advancement of Colored People. 
Newish War Veterans 

The speakers at this demonstration were? 


Ellis E. Patterson, Congressman from 16th Congressional District 
Phillip H. Connelly, Cl 0-Induet rial Union Council 
Wil li a m Bidner, Mobilization for Democracy, Executive Director 
Stanley Moffatt, Justice of the Feace at Huntington Park, calif. 

The HICCASP took part officially in a "strategy" meeting held in the 
St. Francis Hotel, San Francisco, on September 22, 1946. The purported purposes 
of this meeting of delegates frem organizations mentioned below, were to carry 
out the policies of the late Franklin D. Roosevelt and "support •progressive' 
candidates in the November 5 elections." The organizations represented were: 


HICCASP 

California State CIO ' - 

National Citizens political Action Committee 
National Association for Advancement of Colored People 
Brotherhood of Railway Trainmen* 
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The meting issued the following statement printed in the Coamimiet 
"Peoples Daily florid," September 2J t 1946, Page 1, Column 7i 

"Since devslopaents of the recent weeke had emphaaited the 
need of a stronger, more unified stand among independent liberal 
groups, and in view of the seriousness of the coming November 
•lections, we are meeting today to explore ways and means of 
implementing our independent political action in eupport of the 
late President Roosevelt’s foreign policy of Big Three unity, ae 
recently amplified in ths statements of Henry A. Wallace, and the 
Roosevelt domestic program commonly known as the Economic Eill of 
Rights." 

The Hollywood ICCASP called a mass meeting at the Hollywood Legion 
Stadium on September IB, 1946 held purportedly to "protest the sufferings of the 
Jewish people in Palestine." 

Thie meeting was purely political in intent. All speeches dealt with 
the foreign policy of the United States, in the main, rather than strictly the 
question of the Jews in Palestine. 

A. Birschmann, listed as Special Inspector General of UI-.RFA, praised 
Secrotary Henry A. Wallace for his criticism of Secretary of State Cymes’ 

"got tough" policy wi th Soviet Russia. 

Eduard G. Robinson, screen actor, stated that anti-femitism, anti- 
■ Russian, anti-Negro and anti- Labor prejudices are one and the sane thing. 

.. Reuben Dafni, a cititen of Palestine, also spoke on the Jewish 

question, stating that there was no real trouble, except that which is being 
stirred up by British and other capitalist interests. 

Others taking port in this HICCASF-colled meeting and following the 
standard Conan unis t Party lino, we rex 

, Gene Kelly, actor 
Margo, screen and stage actress 

Ned R. Healy, Congressman from Southern California 
Charles Brown, chairman Jewish Community Council. 

A. Hlrschnann, mentioned above, was also listed as a member of 
President Roosevelt’s Tiar Refugee Board. 

Approximately 8,000 persons attended this meeting. The general 
'"complexion of the meeting was the same as those who attend all other Communist 
"front" meetings. This, however, was strictly "Hollywood." 
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The principal activity, aside from that of a "pressure 3 nature, of the 
Hollywood ICCASP, iraa in connection with the reoant National elections. The 
organisation hae endorsed ail candidates favored by the Communist Party with 
the exception of one* that is, the write-in campaign for archie Brown, a known 
Communist, for Governor of California, running on the Communist ticket, or 
rather, running as a Communist. 

The HICCASP is the strongest organised political force within the 
Democratic Party of California* While not officially affiliated with the 
Democratic Party, it acts as a hard, disciplined care within that party devoted 
to an attempt to steer the Democratic Party in the direction of the official 
Communist Party line. 

Ths Los Angeles "Daily News" for Hay 13, 1946 stated that a former 
Secretary of the Interior, Harold L* Ickes, emerged that day as the actual. If 
not ths titular leader, of the new United Front formed by three citizen groups* 

It etated that the organization of the three agenclee under a single 
banner in time for this year's elections doubtless will serve to sharpen up 
Congressional campaigns between those who have been supporting the Administration's 
domestic program and those who have been methodically chopping it to pieoes 
ever since V-J Day. 

"These three groups will keep their autonomy, but will make their 
weight felt where it counts by pooling resources, talent, and strategy toward a 
single aim of sleeting liberal congressmen and senators. 

"Heads of the three groups, the National Citizens PAC; the Congress 
of Industrial Organizations PACf and the Independent Citizens Committee of the 
Arts, Sciences and Professions held their Initial strategy session here over the 
week-end." 


The Los Angeles Tribune for July 13, 1946 stated that more than 
1,100 members of the HICCASP have registered their protests against an act of 
discrimination charged to the management of the Ambassador Hotel by Carlton Hobs 
who was associated with Frank Capra in the production of "The Negro Soldier," 

War Department film. 

The article stated that Hr. Moss is a member of the Executive Board 
of HICCASP and haa been cited for meritorious service by the far Department in 
recognition' of his production of the "Nsgro Soldier. 3 Among the well-known 
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members of the HICCASP who have joined In the committee's protect are: 


Olivia DeHaviland 
Albert Deleter 
Helen Gahagan Douglas 
John Garfield 
Paul Henreid 
Lena Home 
Frederick March 
Harpo' Marx 
Janes Roosevelt 
Gail Soniergaard 


The "Hollywood Reporter" and "Variety," trade papors in the motion 
picture industry, on August 5, 1946 carried full page advertisements. Also, the 
"California Eagle" carried the same advertisement which in substance was as 
follows* 


"AMONG THE CASUALTIES OF KAR-1946 


"January 4: 
"February 5t 
February 13s 


February 25* 


July 17: 


July 22 
July 24 i 


Four Negro veterans killed in Birmingham, Ala. 

Two Negro veterans killed in Freeport, L.I. 

Negro veteran’s eyes gouged out by Aiken, 

South Carolina policeman. 

Two Negroes, one a veteran, killed in 
Columbia, Tennessee jail. 

Macio Snipes, veteran, only Nogro to vote in 

his district, murdered in Taylor County, Georgia 

Leon McTatie whipped to death near Lexington, Jils3. 

Four Negroes — two men and two women— lynched by 
mob in TJalton County, Georgia, 


"STOP THIS SLAUGHTER! 


"(A) Wire President Harry Truman urging defense of the Constitution and 
fulfillment of our Atlantic Charter obligations. Ask him, by a 
personal plea to the nation, to reassure the world that America is 
determined to preserve her democracy. 
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"(B) Wire Attorney General Tom Clark, Washington, D. C., demanding pro- 
tection for Negro citizens and restoration of law. Commend him 
for his seven-state investigation of the KKK. 

"(C) Wire Senator Sheridan Downey, Senate Office Building, Yiashington, 

D. C., urging him to move for the immediate creation of a United 
States Senate Committee to investigate denial of civil liberties and 
police protection to the Negro people. 

"(D) Wire all Washington representatives urging passage by Congress of 
a Federal Anti-Lynch Law which has been pending for the last 
fifteen years, 

"(E) Unite with the Hollywood Independent Citizens Committee of the 
Arts, Sciences and Professions and all other progressive 
organizations, to undertake a campaign of education and protest," 

The article states "This advertisement voted by the general membership 
of the Hollywood Independent Citizens Coualttee of the Arts, Sciences end 
Professions." 

The Los Angeles "Timas" for August 2, 1946 carried a statement of the 
HICCASP to the effect that the HICCASP had voted 31 , 000 additional to the 
>) 10,000 rey.ard which had been offered for the apprehension of the person or 
persons responsible for the Georgia lynchings in ?,'alton County, Georgia, 

Acoording to this same source, the Hollywood ICCASP has supported 
the current "Consumers’ Strike". For this purpose literature in huge amounts 
was mailed. Members of the feroup organized neighborhood meetings to agitate the 
boycott and arranged to take part in picket lines in front of commercial 
establishments. This buyers strike wa 3 to take place on July 18th and was 
officially called by the 16th Congressional District Section of the Communist 
Party. Ticket lines were established in front of markets, etc. The HICCASP 
responded to the Communist appeal and furnished a sky-writing airplane to 
support the strike. 

The HICCASP reported that it has secured 500 signatures to a telegram 
sent to Washington in support of this program. The signatures were secured on 
the streets by John Garfield and Georgia Gibbs. Garfield is the noted screen, 
actor long connected with Communist activity. In this activity the HICCASP 




oooperatad with the following! 

Communist Party 

American Youth for Democracy (formerly 
Young communlet League) 

International Worker e Order 
American Veterans Committee 
Rational Citizens Political Action Committee. 


The organization led a demonstration in the press and by nestings against 
the Ambassador Hotel in Los Angeles because of the refusal of that hotel to serve 
Carlton Moee, a Nsgro writer oonnscted with the Hollywood film industry. 
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recent elections tell on ei r 5, 1946. These consisted in raising funds, 

putting out literature and holding msetlnge in conjunction with other 
Communist-controlled organizations. As a body, it has endorsed all candidates 
eupported by the Communist Party except one, a known Communist, Archie Brown, 


who le conducting a write-in campaign for ths Governorehip. All others 
endoreed by the HICCASP are what are known ae "liberals" or "progressives. 1 * 
Those who receive Intensive eupport by the organization are the following: 


Will Rogers, Jr., Candidate for U. S. Senate 
Ellie E. Patterson, write-in candidate for Congrese after 
being defeated in the primary for Senator. 

John F. Shelly, candidate for Lt. -Governor 

Edmund G. Brown, oandidate for Attorney General 

Ned R. Healey, Congressman, candidate for re-election 

Helsn Oahagan Douglas, Congresswoman, candidate for re-election 

Clyde Doyle, Congressman, candidate for re-eleotion 

All other endorsements of local Assemblymen and propositions on the 
ballot coincids with the endorsemente of the Communist Party. 


The HICCASP works in close connection with what is called School of 
Political Action Techniques conducted by Southern California National Citizsns 
Political Action Committee, located at Parkview Manor, 2200 West Seventh Street, 
. Los Angslee, Ca li fornia. Literature and fold ore nailed out by HICCASP state 
Jthe aims and purposes of this school are mainly "mobilizing epsoial groups for 
- political aotion," political speech writing and making, publio relations, eto. 


s 


The Communist character of this "school" ie shown by the following 
names, listed as the faculty: 

Joseph W. Aidlin, Democratic County and State Committees 
Dr. Leonard Bloom, DJCCA Professor 

Dr. Frank Davis r listed as Professor of Sociology, UCLA. 

Albert Dekker, screen actor 
Mendel Lieberaan, American Veterans Committee 
Bernard Lusher, United Office and Professional "Workers 
Allen Metcalf, campaign manager Ned Healy for Congress 
George Moore, President L.A. City Council 
Edward Mosk, Attorney and Author 

Mrs. Esther Naaeitir, 13th District Coordinating Council 
John Payne, Citizens Research Institute 
Abraham Polonsky, screen writer 

Dr. H. E. Scarbrough, 13th District Citizens Conn it tee 
George Stiller, Public Relations Consultant 
Bert Witt, Director NCPAC 
Sara Klsban, Coordinator. 

Among sponsors of the school are the following, all of wham hare 
extensive records of Communist activityi 

Charlotte Bass, Editor of California Eagle 

AverlH Berman, Broadcaster 

James H. Burford, CIO official 

Rev. Ernest Caldecott, Unitarian Minister 

George Campbell, AFL Secretary of Musicians Union 

Dr. Franklin Fearing UCLA Professor 

Augustus! F. Hawkins, State Legislature member 

Robert W. Kenny, State Attorney General 

Albert Malt*, Writer 

John T. MCTernan, Labor attorney 

Carey McWilliams, Professional sponsor for front organizations 
Judge Isaac- Pacht, Attorney 
Gregory Peck, Actor 

Mrs. Jean Sieroty, Wife of Manager of Columbia Department Store 

Dalton Trumbo, Writer 

Claude Welch, Lawyer, teacher 

AIvLd Wilder, Radio Commentator 

Jacob Zeitlin, Book Store 

In addition to the foregoing activities, the HICCASP affiliates with, 
supports and uses the publicity-gathering name of the organisation to further - 
all Communist-inspired ventures in the locality. 
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Spotlight on China Maes Meeting 

According to confidential informant mass meeting under 

the above title was called by notices mailed b^^^^HICCASP for October 6, 1946, 
to be held at the Hollywood American Legion Stadium. The meeting was widely 
publicized for weeks in advance. The top officers of the American Legion, 
having learned that the meeting was controlled by Communists, cancelled the 
contract for the stadium. The meeting was then moved to the Olympic 
Auditorium in downtown Los Angeles, where it was held on the date scheduled. 

The main purpose of the demonstration was to create pressure on the 
State Department to withdraw American troops from China, one of the main 
objectives at this time of the Communist Party of the United States. 

Those taking part in the meeting werei 

Judge Stanley Uoffatt, who acted as Chairman 

Paul Robeson, Actor and singer 

Ellis E. Patterson, Congressman 

Harrison Foreman, Author and Communist sympathizer 

Col. Evans Carlson (could not appear, but sent a telegram of 

support for the movement) 

Bill Belton, CIO Organizer 

A collection was taken, the Mobilization for Democracy donating $1500. 
An estimated $5,000.00 was collected. 

Others contributing were: 

American Veterans Committee 

International Ttoric rs Order (ITO) 

American Youth, for Democracy (Young Communist League) 

The usual Hollywood support for this meeting was given. Allen Metcalf 
was the Chairman of the arrangements committee# 



AMERICAN AUTHORS AUTHORITY 


The American Authors Authority ia a recent organisation under the 
leadership of James U. Cain, novelist and mo vis writer, which plans to control 
sales to magazines, movies and radio of all manuscripts written by American 
authors. It is reported that on July 29, 1946 the Screen Writers Guild voted 
430 to eight to go iqto this projsot and fully supported this new group with 
.the Radio JEritsrs Guild* . y..‘, 


The Washington Times Herald for August 13, 1946 quotes Cain* a 
explanation of the operation of this new organization as follows: "The writer 

will send all works to ths Authority to be coj^rrighted in its name, for his 
benefit. The Authority will then say, •Tfe shall copyright for assignment no 
.voiles exospt from writers who have become members of ths proper guild, * 


■This will take tars of the outlaw . contributor who became so menacing 
to the American Society of Composers and Authors at the time of its fight with ; ■ 
the radio studios. 


"It will also say we shall lease no rights except to lessors who 
comply with the basic agreements of the guild. 


"The Screen Writers Guild and the Radio Yrlters Guild will say, *Ws 
shall permit our writers to work on no material not leassd through the Authority* 
and this will compel every writer in the country hoping for picture or magamine 
Sale to send his work to the Authority before ths nagasines or publishers get it," “ 

As it may be Been, this new group: intends to aot as a copyright repository 
or a clearing houss or agent for writers in the leasing of their writings and it 
empowers the Authority to represent all authors in the disposition of ths 
rights to their literary works* 

. Some editorial comments have indioatsd that the American Authors 
Authority is endeavoring to control ideas. Consequently, if all this power of 
the ideas in movies, radio and fiction come into the hands of a few people, and 
those people are touched with "politioal wackiness, as Hollywood's writers are, 
how oan Moscow miss?" 


Press accounts also reflect that the American Authors Authority is 
to bs run by a full-time, salaried employee and ia to obtain its funds from 
magazine s, movies and radio companies, totaling about $250,000 a year for its 
"operating expenses, „ - 

- . 1 .. '•*. ■■ '.-A, 
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The Hew loric Journal American on October 22, 1946 carried an article 
indicating that Stefan Heym, alias Hellmuth Flieg, a former Ooraan Communist, 
ia now one of the leading baokers of the American Authors Authority* The 
article also reflects that in addition to Heym, John Howard Lawson, whom it 
' deaoribea as a Hollywood screen writer. Communist Party contact man and 
,v _.fund reiser in the film industry, ia also one of the leading sponsors of this 
'”■* nationwide program. 

The Hollywood Reporter for August 23, 1946 alleged that although 
Cain ie the leader of this new American Authors Authority, it believes 
that the material was forwarded to Hr. Cain by some of the Coocamiet tiesbers 
in the Screen Writers Guild. The Hollywood Reporter indicated that this 
new organisation would not assist the writer either in a financial way or 
give him cone true tire protection. . It cited the example of the Russian writings 
which contain only ^iat Stalin wants written and it prohibits any Russian /V . 

-V writer fro* using any free thought, freedom or expression or his own creative ' ! ' c 
: ideas.'' This periodical reflects that the same type of treatment can be 
expected if thie organisation is allowed to progress and remain in the hands 
of the Communist- eon trolled Screen Vritere Guild. 

The article furthor states that this control will be accomplished 
through the maneuver which permits the playwright® to have complete authority 
v over their works for stage production. Conaequsntly, no director or producer * 

, . will be allowed to change any word or thought without the consent of the 

author* This, according to the article, is the immediate hidden effort of the 
Authors Authority in so far as the motion pioturee are ooncemed. : - 

According to the Washington Times Herald for September 9, 1946, a 
number of the nation* e leading authors have banded together to form the 
Amarican Friters Association. The President of this new organisation is 
John Erskine and its Executive Secretary is Susanna LaFollette. Its 
membership included euch prominent authors as Clarence B. Kelland, Bruce 
Barton, Rupert Hughes, Norman Thonae, Clara Boothe Luce, Irene Kuhn, Philip 
fly lie, Oeorgs Sokoloeky, H. V. Kaltenborn and Oswald Garrison Vi Hard. 

Thie group, according to the prase, is a counter organisation set 
up in Hew fork to fight the America:*! Authors Authority proposal. 
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JOHN BARNES AND ASSOCIATES 


^^^^^^Tb^^reoently formed "publio re latlona" orgenization, acoording to 

confidential informant of the Loa Angeles Held Division, 
jEounced that Its functions ars to^aee that liberal, progressive commentators, 
such aa ars listed aa supporting tha organisation are kept on ths air as an 
antidots to ths radio prostitutes who put their personal well-being above that 
of thsir fellow American*... > The persons listed aa supporting this group are 
all connected directly and indirectly with the Hollywood film industry. They 
are i 


James Roosevelt 
Sam Balter 
Averill Berman 
Peter De Lisa 
Bill Psnnell 

Sidney Roger (San Francisco) V""' 


Also listed as supporting this venture are businessmen of Los 
Angslss, all of whom lean toward ths Communist position. The offices of this 
group ars looated at 6633 Whitley Terraos, Hollywood. 

WESTERN COUNCIL FOR FROCEESSIVE 
BUSINESS, LABOR AND AGRICULTURE 




Los Angelas confidential informant, informed that 
this is *±rz i pressure group in ths Hollywood seotion which 

cooperated with ths foregoing organization, John Barnes and Associates. This group 
is obviously a Communist pressure group beoauae of the names given as supporting 
it. Soma of them arsi 


Robert W. lenny 
Bartley C. Crum 
Will Rogers, Jr. 
Albert Dekker 
Sam Balter 
Paul Robeson 
Arch Oboler 
Phillip H. Connelly 
George Campbell 
James Roosevelt, and 
many others. 




HOLLYWOOD COMMUNITY RADIO 


Office, i 



confidential informant of th* Los Angelas 
'oup of individuals, all of whom ha vs bssn 


identified with Communist aotivltias In Hollywood, has applied to the 
Federal Ccnaunl cations Association for license to operate a standard radio 
broadcast station to be located in Oardena, California. Gardena is a 
suburb of Los Angeles* The application was filsd on July 18, 1946* Ths 
group also filed for a Hollywood Fll outlet for the 1560 Kilocycle band. 


While this venture is connsoted vlth the radio industry, all those 
involved are connected Kith the Hollywood notion picture industry. This 
source relates that the station would be devo ted to srxeadln g Communist 
propaganda. 



The hearing for a permit to operate this radio station was scheduled 
to come up before the Federal Communications Commission on Octobsr 14, 1946, 
The group applying for the license, according tofljj^^is under Communist 
ccntrol and all the officers and stockholders hav^Tong records of Communist 
activity. They are as follows t 


Alvin Wilder, President, broadcaster 
Paul Stewart, Vice-President, radio writer 
Cal Kuhl, Second Vies President, writer 
Pauline Lauber, Financial Secretary, Hollywood 
Writers Mobilisation Seoretary 
John T. UcTeman, Treasurer, Attorney 


Direotors: 


Franklin Fearing, UCLA Professor 
Sam Moore, President of Badio Writers Guild 
Abraham L. Polonsky, writer 
Phillip U. Connelly, Seoretary Treasurer LA ICC 
Georgs Campbell, Secretary of Musicians Union, 
Inoal #47, AFL 

William Pome ranee, business agsnt Screen 
Writers Guild 
Hy Kraft, writer 

Bull Corwin, a brother of Woman Corwin 

Stockholders i 

Charles J. Kate, attorney 
Ross Avery, Treasurer of the Peoples 
Eduoational Center 
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Slack Moll 

Theodore Saidenberg, musician 
Seniel Ostrow 

Jack I, Berman, theater manager ■ 
Peter Kahn! Jr. 1. . •• 

George Alexander Ccralouria, actor • 
Leo A. Goldberg * «. 

~ John Oar field, aotor 
Robert B. Roberta, theatrical agency 
Allen Scott 
Lillian B. Tausaig 
P. G. Stewart 
• E. S. Kotkin • . •/ ; 

. ... Robert Trleet 

Reginald Q. Johnson 
• Radi Corwin r 






pro grace , 


The purposes of this group are to use this station for "liberal* 
"Liberal," in this Instance means Communist. j 


JEWISH BUCK BOOK COiflOTTEE OF LOS ANGELES 



According confidential informant of the 

Loe Angeles Office, local branch of the national 

organisation of the ease name headed by Albert Einstein. It has announced 
that on October 1, 1946, a case meeting will be held at the Shrine 
Anditoriun, Los Angeles. The principal speaker at this meeting will be 
Congressman Emanuel Cellsr of Hew Tort:. Ths purposes of this organisation 
are stated by it in the "People's Daily World," September 6, 1946, to be to 
"present ewery public offioial in the State with a copy of the Jewish Black 
Book as a reminder that what happened over there must not happen over here." 


fP» 


states that those active in this group have all been identified 
with Communist activities and most of them have connections with the motion 
picture industry. They are the following i 



- y?<. y . 


Lion Feuchtwanger, refugee writer 
Julius Fllgelman 

Dr. Sanford Ooldner, labor research 
Peter XL Kahn 


Jack Agins, an employee 
Educational Center 
Mrs. Anns Allen 


at the People's 
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Barry Bauman, Businessman 
Lewis Milestone, director 
. lr tie Shaw, bandleader •. ■> - 

John Cferfield, agtor 

y Oscar Pattis - \ '■ 

.1 : Peter V* Kahn, Jr. . . 

Jay Gomey, eong writer 
Robert pjoasen, writer and director 
Urs. Fred Q. pollock 
Henry ELankfort, writer and director 
Dr. Isadore Rees, Jewish Rabbi 
v , Paul Jarrico, writer ' - 
, John Berry* director ■' 4 i 
' Samuel Omits, writer • 

A. Maystodes, ITO .. 

Mrs. A. Prinzmetal 

George Stiller, businessman 100-138754-134 Page 8 


As a result of the meeting held at the Shrine Auditorium, Los 
Angeles, October 1, 1946, the following resolutions were adopted and dis semina ted t 

Stop the State Department' e "Get Tough TTith Hues la 8 policy 

^ . Support Henry Wallaoe in his attitude toward Russia and the 

atomic banb. 

Criticize the "imperialist" policy of Britain in sending troops 
to Greece. 


* 

* 



Get United States troops out of China. 

0 

And all other "must" agitation according to the present Communist 
party line. 

Those taking part In the meeting were: 




Ellis E. Patterson, Congressman from California 
Artie Shaw, Hollywood band leader 
Kenneth Leslie, Editor of "The Protestant," a 
Communist propaganda magazine, issued monthly 
supposedly in the interest of the Protestants 


in the United States and anti-Ca 




J 
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Rabbi L'ax Nussbaum, Rabbi, Israel Ter.plC** 
Lion Feuchtwanger, Refugee and writer 
Dr. Sanford Goldner, CIO Research Assistant 
Peter U. Kahn, Businessman 
Dr. Jack Agina, teacher in the Peoples 
Education Center 
Julius Fligelman 
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B3LLIWQ0D IMJEPfflffiEKX CIIIZfiHS CClflCTTife-^ 
OF THE ABT3. SCIHHCES AHD PROFESSIONS \ _ 

(November 14, 194& through February LA 1947) 


A co nfidential informant of the Los Angelee Field si vision, 
in November, 1946, advised tne Bollywood Independent C 
opnaittee of the Arts, Sciences and Professions had issued thousands of 
Tetters to organizations, unions and individuals, asking support for the 
ease list of candidates supported by the Communist Party and the Communist 
front groups. Despite thie, only one candidate eupportod by the organization ' 
for a major office was elected. Thie candidate was Helen Qahagan Doug Lae who 
was reelected to Congress from the 14th Congressional district. AH others 
were defeated. 

In this campaign the organization cooperated with all other Communist 
dominated groups, such as t 

, i * ' w 

Ins Angeles CIO Council ,, 

national Citizens PAC 

Progressive AF of L Coaaittee 

Railroad Brotherhoode Joint Legislative Council 

But as this entire program was defeated and as tht entire political 
couiplexion of the State of California was changed, swinging definitely to the 
right, the HICCASP is now left in an Isolated and unpopular position, even 
within the Hollywood studio circlee. In fact, one member of the organization 
stated, "we were completely stunned by this turn of events.* 

■- ' However, despite all this, the HICCASP Is still dominated by ths 

Communist Party. It will hew to any changes made by this party. In fact, 
the HICCASP, like the Communiet Party Itself, will now be reorganized to meet 
the conditions of change, which are referred to under Ssction III. It will con- 
form to the change in the tactics of the Communist Party of the United States which 
will now be altered because of the caning clash with the Soviet Union. For tnis 
reason, it can be stated that the HICCASP is now midway between two political 
positions, one a hangover from, the Communist Political Association and tne 
other the late position; the revolutionary position of Marxism-Leninism. It 
will now become either a more open propaganda agency for the Communist Party, 
or go out of existence altogether. 


In December, 1946, the same informant,^®* reported that tne 
national organization ICCASP le contemplating aer^ag with the national Citizens 
Political Action Committee with the ultimate object of laying the foundation for 
a "third party* to be composed of and controlled by the so-called "liberal" 
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elements in the United States* ^t is not known a* jet whets r this new combina- 
■te^j|£hould it he brought about, will bear a different namJJ froa either of 

named. Should this new combination emerge as a tltird party, it 
would be right in line with the Comnunist Party of the Unlt^i States which 
is now agitating for such a third party. 

Wnile no open Keetlngs hare been held, or announcements made of this 
proposed merger of the two organization before mentioned, meetings have been 
held in private homes for discussion of the subject. The last meeting was 
oeld in the home of £ddie Cantor on December 3, 194 6, where the matter was 
discussed. It was impossible to secure the names of those who attended, but 
the matter of the new party was discussed favorably along with the proposed 
leadership of henry lallace and Claude Pepper. However, tne Informant states 
that the matter was di&cusseo more from a racial stanopoint (Jewish) than 
from a lioeral (Communist) one. 


In January of 1947, informant ^^^^repor ted that the Hollywood 
chapter of the national organization is iBt^preparing to go out of existence 
under that name and emerge as the Hollywood Branch of the new organization 
formed in Jfew fork on December 23 and 29, 1946, called Progressive Citizens of 
America. This latter organization was formed by a merger of the ICC ASP and 
the National Citizens Political Action Committee (KCPAC). 

The convention to bring forth this new organization -as held in Hew 
fork on the afore-mentioned dates. The delegates wno represented the Holly- 
wood ICCASP were the following i 

£. I. Harburg - song writer 
4 George Pepper - musician 

Larry Adler - musician 
Anne Hevere - a dress 
Aline McKahon 

The delegates representing the HCPAC from Southern California were: 

Bert Witt' 

Simon Luzarus 

Howard Da Silva - screen actor 

Tne Hollywood branch cf the new organization is now being set up, 
and up to the time of this report it had not been completed. Aho the officers 
are and wnat the general program will be had rot as yet been determined. 
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HOLmOdD WRITERS nCHILIZATICtt 


Cl Sffwi 


i 


The “Guildswmn, * official newspaper of tho AasricMa Sffwspaper Guild 
1, 1946, reflected the specific 1946-47 program 0 ^ tie Hollywood 
bbilization as follows 1 


1 "P~J 


i 


"PUBLIC SiRVICli 


ntinue to meet the heavy volume of requests for writing, producing, and 
directing services in lins with patriotic objectives and designed to aelp 
safeguard and give meaning to the peace. 


■PJ3U CATIONS 


"Development of the field of 'The Hollywood quarterly', the unique non-profit 
magazine co-spcnsored by tne Hollywood Writers Mobilization anu the University 
oi' California to provide a nature medium of expression for workers in tne 
c^tfr uni cations industries and for the study of those industries. Publication 
of this magazine narks the first tin, writers, produesrs, artists, directors, 
and technologists have joined with a major university in a project of this kind. 

I 

1 

■i«omDN pictures 


r 

i 

i 


"Once a month the Mobilization shows a distinguished motion picture, oithor 
American or foreign and tnen Lolas & town-meeting type of audience discussion 
concerning ciaft problems in motion picture writing, directing, and producing, 
arid I dealing with the social itsues implicit in the picture. Tne Mobilization 
also premiers unusual films, and plans for film production in lb mm. documen- 
tary and euucational field are being made. 

"iioio 


it 
• \ 
/ I 


“Ip cooperation witn the ieaeration of American Scientists, tho Mobilization 
niis created a public service sustaining series of radio plays, dealing with 
roblens created by the atomic bomb and neuclear fission. Tue Hollywood 
rl tors Itobilization is also establishing a new radio work shop for the 
exploration of new anc experimental techniques in raa^o writing and production 

'llEwSPAPohS 


"Iha Mobilization is working closely with the los Angeles beuspaper Guila 
in the public relations field, and in the creation of special articles, 
orochureo, and ue^a stcries to serve worth., purposes. It is working closely 
with a nationally sy ndicated weekly colunflfor the Hegro 

pi ess. 
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"Recently the Mobilisation has received official awards froofthe Government 
j^Lthe. United States, the Government of Canada and from Government Depart- 

war activities services in which the LANG play|d a vital rols." 

Following is a susary of the war activities services rendered by the 
Hollywood Writers Mobilization to the present time: 


Li 


Documentary and short subject films 210 
•Radio scripts IO69 
Army-havy camp shows ' 910 
Sar bona speeches 490 
Blood bank speeches 430 
'Jar agency brochures 29 
Aar activity feature stories 125 
Songs 60 
Posters and slogans 3^0 


Confidential informant reporting on the Hollywood Writers 

Mobilization in Boveaoer, 1946, sorted that this Communist controlled propaganda 
organization has, within the {last sixty days or more, narrowed its activities to 
a considerable extent. It h^s not, as an organization, supportso or sponsored 
tne usual run of Communist pressure groups, but has insteaa confined its 
activities to the radio field. 


while ths writer members cl this group are, at the lane tisr.s, memoirs 
of or supporters of many erhsr activities of a Communist front nature, the or- 
ganisation itself has withdrawn from open support of such. This does not mean 
any change in ideology or desertion of the Communist movement in Hclly-tood. 

Pt is becauss other organizations have preempted the field of opsn political 
action. Such organizations are the Hollywood Independent Citizens Com- 
mittee of the Arts, Sciences and Professions, ths tin the Peace Congress, 
Aatioiial Citizens Political Action Committee, etc. 

Tne last important activity of the organization, aside frois its radio 
siforts, i«s the publication of the Hollywood wuarttrlj, a publication sponsored 
jointly by the HIM and the University of California at L03 Angeles, UCLA. 

Tne last issue cf this magazine was uated July, 1946. Another issue «as 
aus in October. At the time of this report, this issue had not been published. 
Ins alliance with the university is still in existence, although tnere n-s been 
very little activity in conjunction with the university. 


Confidential informant 
titled "It is Beginning Here" is 




^further adviced that a radio , rogram en- 
ng sponsored by the- organization and 
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presented over radio station ELA.C in Los Angeles. The prog] 
each Monday evening at 7*15 p-a. The program purports to b< 
grit y groups.* The program follows exactly the positij 
is question of minorities. Those taking part in 
by members of the HKU are* 


m is pres- nted 
lin Ihs "interest 
In of the Communist 
is progr&n written 


Lillian Randolph, Kagro actress 
Xen Wiles, announcer 

Harry Hoijer, Professor of Anthropology of I££A 
Mrs. Hetty Jones, Negro of a public housing project 
Lee Horton, writer and director, member of HWM 


The content of this program is the usual agitation of minority prejudices 
against the established American customs. 


Interspersed with these programs at various times are so-called "dis- 
cussions* of the legro and minority questions. Such discussions too|p place on 
October 7, 1946, and several times since. Those taking part were* 

Carey McWilliams, attorney and follower of the 
Coma uni st Party line 

Carleton Moss, Negro writer employed in Hollywood 
True Boardman, Hollywood writer, radio and screen 


Ail the foregoing are members of the Mobilisation and connected with other Com- 
munist front organizations 

In December of 1 
zation had again become ac 
reported that because of i 

state institution, which connections are definite and fixed with tne State 
Beard of Itegents, the Hollywood liters Mobilization is able to penetrate 
and influence many other sources not possible otherwise. 


| reported that the Hollywood Writers Mobili- 
jpaganda fields and pressure tactics. He 
ts connections with the University of California, a 


Under tue joint sponsorship of the University and the Hollywood 
writers Mobilization, the organization publishes a "Quarterly* magazine 
dealing «itn motion pictures, radio and music ana so-called "culture* in 
general. Ine October, 1946, issue of this publication, printed by the Uni- 
versity Press and copynritea by the Board of Regents of the Univ;rsity, is 
non on the news stands. The nature of the publication Is, cf oourse, determined 
bj the persons responeible for its content. The complete list of these per- 
•t sona, nearly all of whom nave long been identified with Communist activity, 
either as actual members of the Party, or ardent sympathizers, is as follows: 

r 

i 
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•John Howard Lawson - writer 
Pranklin Ftaring - UCLA Professor 
Aetna ta Macuowan - writer 
ir anklln P. ho He - UCLA teacher 
Snniiel T. Parquahar - nditor, Hollywood Quarterly 
•Sylvia Jarrico - Assistant Edit or ^ writer 

Advisory Conrlttaes ; 

IIP TIG 11 PICTURE ' 

Ralph Beals - UCLA. Professor 
Howard Es tan rock - writer 
Arthur Ball - writer 
•Leon Becker - writer 
Carl Beier 

Leonard Bloon - UCLA Professor 
•Bill Blowita - writer 
L. M. K. Boelter - ariter 
Wi Ilian Brockway - writer 
•Sidney Buchman - Director 
Uae Churchill - writer 
JJha rles G. Clarke - teacher 
♦Edward Dnytryk - Director 
Farciot Edouart - teacher 
liargaret Gledhill - writer 
*E. N. Hooka r - writer 
♦Boris Ingster - Russian writer 
Dorothy Jonas - writer 
Harry Kinoall - writer 
Alexander Knox - acter 
Vern 0. hnudsen 
Hilton Krios - writer 
Eerie tt Laver/ - writer 
Harold Leonard - writer 
•Jay Leyda. - writer 
Ben Maddow - writer 



Dudley Aicnols - director 
Florence Odets - photographer 
•Irving PicLel - direc;or and writer 

c 



87 - 



0 


sj 



♦Abraham Pblnasky - writer 
Vladimir Pozner - writer 
David Robinson - writer 
♦Zachary Schwartz - writer 
Fred Serein 
Vincent Sherman - writer?- and director 
Sidney Solow - writer 
♦Theodore Strauss - writer 
EFnest Teaplin - writer 
Greg To land - writer 
♦John Weber -* writer 
Michael nrllson - writer 
Virginia Irlght - columnist 


r 


MUSIC: 

Lawrence Morton 

Ingoli Dahl - composer of music 

Martha Deans - teacher 

Adolph Deutach - composer 

Hanns Risler - (brother of Gerhart Sisler) 

composer and director of music 
Hugo Friedhofer - composer 
Gail Kubik - composer 
Robert Kelson - writer 
David Ehksin - writer of music 
♦Earl Robir.soa - composer 
Walter Rabaaaen - writer of music 

RADIO: 


Harry Hoijor - UCLA Professor 
Kilton Merlin - writer 
Forrest dames - writer 
True dordman - writer 
♦Joan HunJkel - radio writer 
dalph Freud - teacher at UCLA 
♦Dwight Hauser - radio announcer 
Haney Holme - radio writer 
John Houseman - writer 
g Carl Euhl - writer 

Jerome Lacrence - writer 

• Robert Leona. d - director and producer 
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' Banald MacEougall - writer 
Arnold lUrquis - writer 
William Matthews - writer 
*SaiL- Moore - writer 
♦Harold Salemson - writer 
Ashmead Scott - writer 
Paul Stewart - director at Paramount 
"Arson Welles - actor 

John ihedon - writer, Committee for Better Education 
♦ 

The asterisk placed before certain nazes appearing on the above list 
indicates that these individuals have been previously identified as having been 
affiliated with the Communist Party program either directly or through its 
front organizations. 



r 

t 


It will be noticed that the name of Banns Hisler appears as a member 
of the Hollywood liriters Mobilisation and a^on^o^^he "adv^ors^o>^Dro^rams. 
Tnie is the same Ikons Eisler mentioned as the 

brother of Gernard Lisler (Hans Berger) and act^^i^the wo^W^xh^cussian 
Secret Police in the United States for some ten years. 

In addition to above activity, the Hollywood Writers Mobilization 
has launched a series of ten "forums 0 which it cells "Counter-Attack. 0 These * 
discussion forums purport to be for the purpose of "exposing the Tenn ey -Hoars t- 
Kankin attack on culturel and acedemic freedom." The first of the series was 
held at the El patio Theater, Hollywood, on Decemuer 2, 1946. The list of 
speakers for the entire series was announced as: 


4 



Millen Brand - writer 
Peter BeLisa - conn enta tor 

Frances Eisenoerg - school teener, San itmando Valley 
Frar-klin Fearing - UCLA professor 
Lion FVjcn cwaager - German refugee 
Harry Hoijer - UCLA professor 
John d. Hugnes - commentator 
Howard Koch - writer 
Enrcett La very - writer 
♦John Howard Lawson - writer 
Kenneth ifacGowan - writer 
Arch Cboiar - writer 
«fi.£. Oliver - writer 

Harold Orr - Federation of Teachers Local 430 

flilliam N. Hobson 

Bore Senary - Assistant producer 
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Paul Stewart — director at Paramount 
•Dalton Trumbo — writer 

The following were the speakers at the December 2 

Averill Berman - broadcaster 
John B. Hughes - commentator 
Mrs. Trances Eisenberg - school teacher in San 

Fernando Valley 

Howard Koch - writer 
•Richard Collins - writer 
llillen Brand - writer 
Peter de Lima — commentator 

Mrs. Blanche Bettington - school teacher in San 

Fernando Valley 

Each speaker followed the present line of the Communist Party which 
purports to be aware of a "native fascist" movement to destroy personal liber- 
ties, control education and thought} in general all the speakers pretended to 
see the setting up of a fascist state in this country in short order; and only 
tney and their kind can prevent sucu a oatastropne. 

Kre. Eisenberg and Mrs. oettlngton were discovered to be indoctrinating 
their pupils with, the Communist Party' line, they ootn being teachers in tne 
Los Angeles public schools. 

Die subjects for the complete series will be: 

You Can't Teach That 
D>e Attack on Hollywood 

■hat's Behind the fiankl n- Tenney- »ood Smear Campai~n? 
iho Owns the Air? 

Die Story Behind the Blue Book Report of the FCC 
The Booa Burners 

Tne riearst-Inspired Campaign to Control the Literary Freedom 
lou can't Hear That 
Thought-Control Via' the Air u&ves 
America's Iron Curtain 

Restrictions on Freedom of International Communication 

Icu Can't Print That 

Suppression cf the Rews 

The Vfriter Under Attack 

Drive to Control the Written Bford 

'(Hevsr a criticism of Soviet Russia) 


r 


1946, meeting: 






HOLLYWOOD CO , ’UUHITr RADIO 


TV>« Communists and Communist 3 yv> path iters which hare been reported 
Bureau ae affiliated with the Hollywood Corn-unity ifl^io group indi- 
C eU.0 8 Tij y t this ia another attempt on the part of the Conmuiftata to obtain 
a radio station witnin an area mere they have a considerable following to 
disseminate their propaganda and doctrines. The Communist connections of this 
group were called to the attention of the federal Coamunications Commiseion by 
'emorandum dated October 1, 194&, and by memorandum dated December 18, 1946. 

1 second hairing Is to be held on March* 10, 1947, at Los Angeles, California, 
by the federal Communications CoTsniseion at which time the Hollywood Community 
Badio will endeavor to refute the allegations which have been made against it 
in that it has Communist connections. It should be pointed out that at the 
first hearing held by the ?CC, Jack Tenney of the Un-laerlcac Activities 
Committee l’or the State of California belabored the Communists and Communist 
connections of the Hollywood Community Radio for some four hours. 


a 

oi 

gi 
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There are two other groups applying for the license for this five 
kilowatt station. They are the Coast Radio Broadcasting Corporation and the 
Huntington Park Broadcasting Corporation. Should this licens^ba granted to 
the Hollywood Community Radio group, confidential informant of the Los 
Angelea Office has ‘stated that wnile tae name of thia group is the Hollywood 
Community Badio in reality it. is the Hollywood Writers Mobilization and that 
all cf the active officers or officera to oe ar6 members of the Hollywood 
Writers Mobilization. He also indicated that if this license was to be given 
to the Hollywood Co-rmunity Radio that the Hollywood Writers Mobilization would 
direct its entire efforts to the radio field. 


AMERICA* AUTHORS ’ AUTHORITY 



a screen writer who has requested that his name be 
kept in jiJ SU JV.eJL Lo^fidence, advised Agonts of the Los Angeles Jifj.ce 
that the purpose of the American Authors Authority would oe tc set up a 
■Director from each of the four guilds, namely, tae Screen writers Gu.-i.ia, the 
Dramatists Duild, the Authore League of America, and tno Radio briters Guild. 
These directors would in turn* elect a president who noulu also be a director 
and chairman of the board. The American Authors Authority would then establish 
field representatives, lobbyists and offices to be maintained in Washington, 
r. C., Kew York City, Chicago and Los Angelee. The aim of the American Authors 
Authority would be to copyright in its own name for benefit of its members 
all literature whether lor tho stage, screen, book, magazine or radio and lease 
but never sell the rights to all of this literature under copyright. 
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Tha Authority la to be ‘financed by a ssrvice charg e l gyiad on all 
corporations uoing business with the AAA, and eventually a rfTrcentage will 
be levied against the gross of every magazine, book publish**, reprint publisher, 

® ver i picture company, which would qe pooled into a 
* ia^^!B*then either divided among the members or us^d for M plan for the 
3 member's future security. It has been carefully pointed outJLth*Lt the AAA would 
J. make no attempt to supercede the four guilds, but to insure its power, a plan 
Tia under way wnereby members of the AAA would refuse to work on any material 
ixcept that owned by the AAA. 

_ For some time writers have been seeking to prohibit the outright 

sale of their material and th us gain revenue from the reissue of a film, or 
book, or story, and lnforsantJ||^^m^H^ previously mentioned, has pointed 
out that many of the writers withir^n^ocreen Writers Guild have been honestly 
and sincerely attracted by the economic aspect of establishing an American 
Authors Authority. However, this proposal can be seen as an instrument to 
demand absolute control over every type of printed material. In this connec- 
tion it is interesting to point out that on Hay 23, 1946, through a technical 
surveillance maintained oh John Howard Lawson, leader of the Communist movement 
in the motion picture industry, it was learned that Lawson while discussing the 
best way to ^disunite* the United States stated "the best part is by Cocmunlilng 
tne writers and producsrs in Hollywood, and eventually controlling every picture 
and fiction story produced in Hollywood and perhaps one cay controlling every 
news article in the US that the people read.* 


There has, of course, oeen a vigorous opposition to the establishment 
of an AAA , and the October, 1946, issue cf the Screen Writer reflects a portion 
of the criticism expressed against this plan In the press. The plan has been 
attacked as an "iron curtain ban on writers," and the charge has frequently 
been mode that the Screen Y^itsrs Guild has come under the complete domination 
of the Coamunist Party, if. E. Wilkerson, editor of the Hollywood Reporter, has 
called the AAA a vote for "Joe Stalin." 


the criticism of the establishment of an AAA has not been limited 
to the ^ress, but has extended to a group of prominent writers in Se’s’ Icrk who 
on Scptemoer 12, 1946, formed "The American Writers Association" to combat what 
they termed an attempt to establish monopoly control over literary production 
in the U-S. Thus association of 50 prominent writers, including Louis Bromfield, 
aatnarine Brush, John hrskine, ano others, has set up a headquarters in hew 
York and is seeking to anlist the aid of 300 other leading American authors, 
publicly stating that the Association will fight any attempt to establish 
"a dictatorship over the nation's writers." 

f 

’ Through a technical surveillance on John Howard Lawson it has been 

J v a sc. rtained that the Communists are vigorously promoting the establishment 
^ -of an AAA, .and this source revealed that on September 24, 1946, V* J. Jerome, 
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National Coamunis t figure, came to Loe Angelas to consult «ftb Communist 
acreeg writers in an effort to promote the AAA. Becently, mbondr Linhart, 
^tMj^ifbjr&klan film czar, has been in Los Angeles, ana on September 24 , 
1946 , Linhart met with Communist Harold J. Salemson, Lirectot of Publica- 
tions for the Screen hrlters Guild, to discuss the AAA. v. .. 


_ r- Following the widespread opposition to tne establishment of an AAA, 

«amea M. Cain announced in the October 4, 1946, isrue of Variety that the 
entire plan was being redrafted by a special sub-committee of the Screen Briters 


Guild, to allay fears that politics would enter into the operations of the AAA. 
Later in t^e month, Cain went to hew loxJf to discuss this proposal with the 


American Authors League, but was unable to confer with the president, Elmer 
/ace, who has since resigned. Cain publicly accused Bice of ignoring him, and 
indicated that he was ha Ting considerable difficulty getting the Authors League 


of America to subscribe to his plan. Interviewed In hew Ycrk, Cain stated 
that he was retreating from the original proposal for an AAA, end stated that 
the plan no longer envisioned a monopoly on writing properties, and he stated 
that authors would be free to Join or not join. 


Xatharlne Barnes of XGU studios oaa stated that in a discussion of 
this plan with Louie B. Mayer, head of KuM, Mayer advised this source tnat he 
would uee public domain material for as long as twenty years if necessary, to 
defeat this proposal. Apparently in the realization that especially film 
producers woula resort to public doiLain. material, Howard iimscale and Guy .jiidore 
wrote an article in the Octcber, 1946, issue of the Screen Writer, entitled 
"Aant to Buy the Brooklyn Bridge?" Both Bimsdale and Ecdore ere membera of 
the Communist Party, and in thie erticle "ueaanded" that public domain material 
be administered for the public level. The authors stated that "either the 
kJovernment through a Secretary of fine Arts (long overdue in our cebinet), or 
tne various responsible bodies of organized artists should be put in charge 
of public domain. 


i 

I 

* 


f 

i 

.3 

* 
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‘ihe issue of the AAA is given widespread attention in the Screen 
Writer, and tne eoitorial in the October, 1946, issue of the Screen writer was 
6 iVen over to praising tne AAA. 

At * meeting neld on August 8 , 1944, of the Council of Hollywood 
Guilds ana Unions Ur. Aalter Bunniger of tne Screen writers Guild appeared 


oefore the Council members and urged the members to give tneir support to the 
American Authors Autnority which is be-tnf hv jsegbers of the Conrnunist 

Party. T his information was obtained 
arwsmgm by an agent of tne Los Angeles Field Office 


confidential informant of the Loe An elea Office, in 



referring to the Authority has stated that it has not been apre ‘‘to put over 
its program before the Executiye Council of the Authors Leslie of America. 

»d that the action is now pending befdre the Council ana is to be taken 
n 1947. I 


u. 




•IDUR WORLD" 


Above is the title for a ne* magazine sponsored by the American- 
Kussian Institute and to be published in Canada, the first issue was scheduled 
to come cut during the month of January, 1947. the announcement of this new 
publication was made by Raymond Arthur Levies at a meeting held on November 13, 
lv4b, at tne First Unitarian Church in Los Angelee to celebrate the twenty-ninth 
anniversary of the Russian revolution. 

She staff of the m&gasine was to be composed of the following: 

Raymond Arthur Davies, Editor-In-Chief 

Roman Corwin, Associate Editor, radio writer 

Leo Huberman, Associate Editor, Publicity Department of 
the CIO, Washington, D> C. 

Ella nlnter. Associate Editor, writer 
♦Ring Lardner, Jr., Associate Editor, writer 
Carey McWilliams, Associate Editor, professional speaker 
George Seldes, Associate Editor, published of "In Fact 

All the above have long records of Connunist activities, khile tnis 
publication was to be issued from Canada, it is evident that Hollywood will 
direct the material and contents; 

PEOPL'iS E DUG ATI-.} HAL CENTER •/ 



It has been reported that this Co-nnunist influenced school for the 
indoctrination of young persons In the motion picture industry and those aspiring 
to get into tne industry has recently announced its mid-winter courses. It has 
Doen reported that its officers and instructors as tell as tne courses announced 
are the usual Communist personnel sc>, propaganda efforts. Its courses are 
said to folio* the Communist Party line and the school itself hu.s been reported 
as being very successful. The Peoples Educations;. Center has also been referred 
to as one of the potent factors in propagandising. Consouaiste and developing 
individual Communists in the Hollywood picture industry. Bie director of the 
-school is Sidney Lavison who is reported to be a known Communist of long standing. 
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AC TOPS EQUITY ASSOCIATION 
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r 

nfer th 



The Los Angeles Examiner for November 25, I 946 , tinker the heading 
■Actors Asking Bede Ouster* under a New York by-line, statediln part that 
nor.^ than 2500 of America's leading actors of stage, screen {nd radio have 
signed' petitions demanding that the Actors Equity Association clear out the 
Communists. 


I 


f- 


Ihe following is a notation from this newspaper article: 


"Luring the past months hundreds of petitions iu»ve been circulated 
on Broadway and in Hollywood by members of the AFL Union, which has been 
aocused of being dominated by followers of the Communist Party line. 


1 "Iheae petitions which demand that all Bed Fascists be removed 
f rom ;’the council. Equity's governing body, havB in many cases been signed 
by the entire casts of several bit shows on Broadway. 


■The present Communist wing of the Equity is visibly concerned 
witfc these petitions, it Is known, and are retaliating with threats 
against those who are circulating the anti-Communist statement.” 
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PROGRESSIVE CITIZENS OF AME 



(February 14, 1947 to April 22, 19|7) 


The Los Angeles Chapter of the Progressive Citizens of America, 
was forrnod as a result of the Hollywood Independent Citizens Committee of the 


§ was 

J ArU 


Arts, Sciences and Professions going out of existence and being officially 

seed by a new organisation known as the Progressive Citiift^^^^merica 
on February U, 1947, according to Confidential Info rmant 
In a special report submitted by the Los Angeles Office 

the motion picture industry, the following information was set out a s obtained 
from highly confidential techniques or reliable informants, reflecting the 
Communists within the Hollywood Independent Citizens Committee of the Arts, 
Sciences and Professions: 


Members of the exceptive council are William Blowita, publicist; v . 
Sidney Ba chm an, producer; Abraham Barrows, screen and radio writer; Norval Crui 
char, secretary of Film Technicians Local 683; Rex Ingram, Negro actor; John 
Howard Lawson, screen writer; Jack Moss, producer; William Pomerance, 
business agent and executive secretary of the Screen Writers Guild; Earl Robinson, 
composer; Dalton Trumbo, screen writer, and Fra cl t 



By way of background concerning the formation of the Progressive 
Citizens of America in Hollywood, Confidential Inform a nt|MB reported that 
on February 11, 1947, the Hollywood Independent Citizens (^Kmittee did hold a 
meeting at the Embassy Auditorium in Los Angeles, at which meeting the formal 
change of name to Progressive Citizens of America took place. This meeting, 
according to the informant, was authorized by Jo Davidson, one of the co-chairmen 
of the National Progressive Citizens of America, who was at that time in the Los 
Angeles area. The call to attend the meeting was issued in the names of the 
following Individuals: 



Brig. Gen. Evens F,. Carlson, U. S. Marines Commander (retired); 
NormaiCorwin, writer and radio broadcaster; 

John Cromwell, Director and Chairman of HICCASP; 

Bartley C. Crum, Attorney at San Francisco, U. S. Government, 

Palestine Commission member; 

Jo Davidson, Sculptor, New York City; 

Albert Dekker, actor; 

Mrs.. William Dieterle, wife of screen director William Dieterle; 
Augustus F, Hawkins, member of California State Assembly; 

Lena Horne, actress; . 

Gane Kelly, screen actor; 1 

Robert W. Kenny, Ex-Attorney General, and Horafcary President of 


J; 


J 


Mobilisation for Democracy, National Pre sid ent of 
Lajryers* Guild; 1 - 

Dr, Frank King don. National Co-Chairman of PA*; 

‘Jack Kroll, successor to Sidney Hillman in CIO-FAC; 

Thomas Mann, writer; t. _ 

Frederic March, screen sctor; 

Carey McWilliams, professional sponsor of front organisations; 
Edward Mosk, attorney; 

Seniel Os trow, businessman, furniture; 

Dr. Linus Pauling, Professor at Pssadena Polytechnic; 1 
Gregory Peck, screen actor; 

Dr. John P. Peters; 

Paul Robeson (colored) singer and actor; 

Edwird G, Robinson, screen actor; 

Dr. Hallow Shapley, Harvard University scientist; 

A. F. Whitney, Railroad brotherhood; and 
Bishop S. R. Wright, 


Of the foregoing, the following are connected with the motion picture 
industry in Hollywood; 


Norman Corwin, writer and radio broadcaster; 

John Cromwell, director of Pictures and Chairman of HICCASP; 
Albert Dekker, actor; 

Mrs. William Dieterle, wife of screen director William Dieterle; 
Lena Horne, actress (colored); 

Gene Kelly, screen actor; 

Thomas Mann, writer; 

Frederick March, screen actor; 

Gregory Peck, screen actor; 

Paul Robeson, singer and actor (colored); 

Edward G. Robinson, screen actor. 


The speakers at this meeting held on i* ecru 




ere as follows: 


Jo Davidson 
Robert W. Kenny 
Dr. LinuB Pauling 
Bert Witt 


John Cromwell 
Edward Mosk 


Albert Dekker 


National Co-Chairman of the PAC, New York; 
Former Attorney-General ol California; 
California Institute of Technology, Pasadena; 
Listed as co-director of PAC in the Los 
Angeles area; 

Screen director; 

Attorney and sponsor of the Beverly Hills 
Democratic Committee; 

Screen actor, formerly StaTe Assemblyman; 
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Augustus Hawkins 
Gone Kelly 


State Assemblyman; 
Screen actor. 



) According to Informant Robert W. Kenny was elected chairman 

d of the new organisation, and Senial Qstrow, a Los Angelea businessman, was 
T elected treasurer. This new organization, on February 27, 1947, sent telegrams 
-etyned by Robert W. Kenny, chairman, to Senator Sheridan Downey and Senator 
William F. Knowland urging Senate confirmation of David Lillenthal aa Chairman 
of the Atomic Energy Commission and denouncing the hearings on his fitness as 
“most hysterical inquisition.** 


This organisation has officially endorsed the following candidates for 
election to the City Council of Los Angeles at the primary elections to be held 
on April i, 1947. 


Lei and S. Warburton 
Lester MacMillan 
Farley P, Christensen 
G. Vernon Bennett 
Douglas D. Behrend 

John R. Roden 
George H. Moore 


- w 

- i *. 


Incumbent 
Assemblyman 
Incumbent 

Incumbent * 

A Major in the U.S^Army at present. 
Communists are very active in his behalf . 
Incumbent 
Incumbent 


All the above have reportedly followed the political line of the Communist 
Pqrty, but none is known to be a Communist Party member. • 

/ 

On March 3, 1947, this organization established three additional units 
in the San Fernando Valley section, A meeting was held at the North Hollywood 
High School on this date. The principal speaker for the PAC was Fred Rinaldo, 
a screen writer. Other speakers were: / 


f 

•f 

* 

i 


Russell L. McKnlght 
Carleton Moss 
Raphael Konigsberg 
Walter J. Turner 
Dr. H. Calude Hudson 


Business Agent 683, LATSE 
Writer (Negro) 

Known Communist ; 

AFL Pressmen's Union 
Negro dentist. 


f 


A slate of 130 persons, 26 of whom have known Communist Party member- 
ship records in the Los Angeles Bureau Office, were placed in nomination by a 
• Committee to be elected as:the Executive Board unless soty; of them decline the 
nomination. > 
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During April, 1947,flHf again reporting on this organisation, indi- 
cated that it is the moat powsmHad effective force worldzX as a front for 
the Co mmunist Party in the Southern California area. The latency of the 

it mainly due to the clever use of the magic name " Hollywood.** 

The activities of this organisation within the last thirty daycare the following: 

Circulation of protests against the proposed aid to Greece and 
Turkey in the present international crisis. 

Open participation and endorsement of a meeting held in Los Angeles 
on March 19, 1947, at which time the following persons and organisations were 
represented: 

r 

Robert W. Kenny - Chairmen of P.C.A. (local chapter); 

Ellis E. Patterson - Ex-Congressman, Co-Chairman of State Legis- 
lative Conference (Communist dominated); 

/ Reuben W. Borough - Ex- Lot Angeles City employee and professional 

pamphleteer, Co-Chairman of State Legislative 
^ Conference (Communist dominated); 

Nemmy Sparks - Chairman of the Communist Party; 

J William R. Bidner - Director of Mobilisation for Democracy and 

Chairman of the meeting; 

Walter J. Turner - AFL Frintin^ Pressmen's Union and recently 

candidate for Los Angeles Board of Education, 
endorsed by the Communist Party and followers; 

Stanley Moffatt - follower of the Communist Party line for years and - 

local Justice of the Peace; * 

Clarence Carlson - Legislative director of the Railroad Brotherhoods; 

* Dr. H. Claude Hudson - Dentist, Negro candidate for the Los Angeles 

Board of Education endorsed by the Communist 
Party. 

Organizations officially represented In addition to the P.C.A. were: 

/ National Lawyers Guild Tea delegates from the Communist Party 

/ Fifty local AFL Unions Eighty-two local Jewish organizations 

Forty local CIO unions Railroad Brotherhoods. 

Twenty various youth groups 


The results of this meeting were: 

Protest against President Truman's policy of sending aid to Greece 
and Turkey; L 

Protest against outlawing the Commu nist p arted 
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Confirmation of a massage sent by the Communist Party of Loa 
Angela* County to Eugene Dennis, National Secretary of the Communist Party, 

. protest ing the ‘'persecution*' of Communists; I 

1 

^ Condensed report of this meeting was published id the Daily People's 

1 World of March 20, 1947; ** - 

Endorsement and sending of delegates Earl Robinson and Dolton 
Trumbo to take part in a "cavalcade" of protest by Association of Veteran 
- • Home Bayers, a temporary paper organization formed under Communist direction. 
This ‘’march" on Sacramento took place on Sunday, March 23, 1947. Other Holly- 
wood personalities taking part in this venture were the following: 


Ben Rinaldo - writer 
Carlton Moss - writer 
John Garfield - actor 
Gale Sondergaard - actor 


Herbert Qiberman - writer 
Robert Rossen - writer 
Larry Adler - actor 
Paul Draper « dancer 


In the local City primary elections, the P.C.A. endorsed all candidates 
supported by the combined Communist front groups. It did not, however, endorse 
the openly known Communist candidates such as LaRue McCormick end Eilse „ 
Mtnjar, for obvious reasons, caution being uppermost. 


On March 17, 1947, the P.C.A. held a meeting at which Dr. Harlow 
Shapley, Professor st Harvard University, wds the principal speaker. This 
- meeting followed the Communist Party line on foreign and local affairs. In 
' addition to Dr. Shapley, Robert W. Kenny and Peter de Lima appeared. 

P.C.A. is preparing a propaganda campaign to publish Henry Wallace's 
speeches and other radio programs along the same lines and are now raising the 
sum of $15,000 by open appeal for the purpose. Telegrams sent out signed by 
Bert Witt for the P.C.A. Board of Directors so state. 


The national organization of P.C.A. is now publishing a monthly organ 
called "The Progressive Citizen.” This paper is being circulated by the Hollywood 
Chapter. Hollywood is represented on the staff of the publication by the following: 

Herman Shumlin 

Norman Corwin - radio commentator 
John. Cromwell - writer 

Lillian Heilman - wxiter Robert W. Kenny - Ex-State Attorney Gei 

Gene Kelly - actor 
Frederick March - actor 


Paul Robeson Negro, singer and actor. 









On March 14, 1947, the P.C-A. sent out a circular to all members ask- 
ing them to write or wire their Senators demanding they opposeJPresident 
Truman’s plan for aid to Greece and Turkey. The plea is sanedby Robert \Y. 
r p4toM^chairinan. On March 31, 1947, the P.C.A. took a full-^age display adver- 
I tis^SR^h the Daily Variety, Hollywood Trade Publication, asking for $15,000 

L to keep Henry Wallace on the air and asking at the same tim^ everyone demand 
that President Truman cease his war mo'ngering. 

From the foregoing list of activities it can be seen that the Hollywood 
. P.C.A. is the spearhead of Communist pressure tactics in the Southern Cali- 
fornia area. 


• e • 


HOLLYWOOD WRITERS MOBILIZATION 


Confidential InformantfljjjHa 
action at the present time are madman 


dvised that the activities of this organi- 
three directions: , r 


1. Sponsoring and supporting other Communist front organizations 
such as the H1CCASP, Mobilization for Democracy, Conference of Studio Unions, 
Civil Rights Congress, etc. Organizationally and by the individual acts of ita 
members, it lends what might be called moral support to such groups. 


2. Support and pressure efforts for the granting of a radio license 
for the establishment of a radio station at Gardena, California. This application 
for such license is made in the name of the “Hollywood Community Radio,** a 
g;oup of Communists and sympathizers connected with the Hollywood film 
industry for the most part. Hearings on this application have been heard within 
' the last sixty days. The application is still under consideration by the Federal 
Communication* C.o m m i s s i-on . The Communist character of this application 
and the records of those interested in the venture was thoroughly exposed by 
Senator Jack B. Tenney, Chairman of the California Legislative Committee on 
Un-American Activities, at the hearings. 

0 


3. The principal activity of the Hollywood Writers Mobilization is, 
at this time, the holding of a series of “forums** which it publicizes as “Counter 
Attack.** These so-called forums — in reality, sounding boards for the Com- 
munist P&rty line — are held at the El Patio Theater in Hollywood, the latest 
on January 13, 1947. The list of the speakers for the various meetings are given 


as: 


- 


John Howard Lawson 
Dalton Trumbo 



Dore S chary 
Ft<fflfaln Fearing 
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Mi lien Brand 
(ter De Lima 


P^t 


% 





J 
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France* Eisenberg 
Leon Feuchtw anger 
Harry Hoijer 
John B. Hughes 


Howard Koch 
Emmett La very 
Kenneth MacGowan 
Arch Oboler 


W. E. Oliver 
Harold Qjcr 

Robinson (Robson) 
Stewart 


Harold Qrr 
Willifm JL 
Paulptewai 


The above individual* have reportedly been affiliated with the Com- 
munist movement either directly or through its front organisations. 


The last meeting or “forum** wss held on January 13, 1947. The 
subject for discussion was titled “The Attacks on Hollywood.** It was described 
aa an “expose of the Rankin-Wood-Tenney smear campaign against the forward- 
looking picture-makera in Hollywood.** The speakers at this meeting were: 

John Howard Lawson, Ex-Attorney General Robert W. K enn y, and Irving Pichel. 


John Howard Lawson*s remarks were to the effect that all investigating 
committees were a curse; that when the Tenney Committee branded the Holly- 
wood Writers Mobilisation a “clearing bouse for Communist propaganda** it was 
s downright lie. He proposed that the Hollywood Writers Mobilisation set up a 
committee to investigate the investigators, and that all witnesses before any 
such investigating committee as Tenney, Rankin, or Wood should also be su mm oned 
before the Hollywood Writers Mobilization so that they could be thoroughly exposed. 


Robert W. Kenny agreed with Lawson, stating that the Hollywood Writers 
Mobilization should Insist upon the right to investigate the investigators. He then 
went to the legal side of the rights and privileges of “investigating Committees** 
practically knocking the whole structure over as unconstitutional and ua- democratic, 
etc. 


Irving Pichel likewise made an attack on investigating committees, 
stating that they were for the purpose of preventing Hollywood from making for- 
ward-looking pictures that teach and Instruct; that these committees were seeking 
to influence the Industry in their direction in order to control the thinking of the 
American people. He stated that the wey for the Hollywood Writers Mobilisation 
and its objectives to succeed would be to influence people to stay away from the 
theaters in millions and let the producers know why. Mr. Pichel is a director 
at Twentieth Century-Fox Studios. 


The California Eagle for November 7, 1946, under the heading “Holly- 
wood Writers Hit Injunction Against Chases** stated that an encouraging Increase 
in the number of protests against the spread of restrictive covenants in Los 
Angeles was noted by the Civil Rights Congress as it released to the press a 
statement signed by the entire Executive Board of the Hollywood Writers Mobili- 
sation condemning the use of the injunction against Lillian Chase, well known 
sports and theatrical figures. The article stated, “In behajf of the Hollywood 
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Writers Mobilization we, the undersigned officers, protest the restrictive 
covenant injunction which is preventing Jack and Lillian Chasc_&rom living in 
the house they bought and own fct 35Z7 West Adams Street, llos Angeles.*' The 
signers of the statement were the following: --..I 

Howard Koch, writer - chairman; 

Professor Franklin Fearing, U.C.L.A. Professor - 1st vice president; 
Sam Moore, writer - Zd vice president; 

Abraham Polansky, writer • secretary; 

Chuck Jones - treasurer; . 

Irene M. Bargemen - ecting executive secretary, 



The California Eagle for November ZS, 1946, under the heeding 
''Counter-Offensive against local National Witch Hunters'* stated in part that 
a full fledged offensive against the witch hunting and book burning assault on 
the basic freedom of the American people has been organized in Hollywood 
under the direction of the Hollywood Writers Mobilisation 


It stated that many of the notions most distinguished writers, editors, 
educators, critics and film and radio producers are spear-heading this move ' 
against the Rankin, Bilbo, . Tenney, Gerald L. K Smith "Fear-Smear technic 
o t thought control.** 


It further stated that under the general heading "Counter-Attack." 
the first of a series of forums dedicated to protecting freedom of expression 
will be held at the El Patio Theater. This forum will identify end analyze the 
acts of the conspirators against the free exercise of the American Bill of Rights 
is the film, radio, education and publication fields. Subjects for subsequent 
forums were listed as follows: 


I 



You Can't Teach That; 

The Attack on Hollywood; 

V,’hat is Behind the Rankin- Wood -Tenney Smear Campaign; 

Who Cwns the Air; . 

The Story Behind the Blue Book Report of the Federal 
Communications Commission; 

The Book Burners; 

The Hurst- Inspired Campaign to Control the Freedom of 
Literary Expression; 

You Can't Hear That; 

Thought Control Via the Air Waves; 

America *s Iron Curtcin-; 

The Restrictions on the Freedom of International Communications; 
You Can't Print That; The Suppression of the News; 

The Writer Under Attack; The Drive to Control the-Written Word. 


103 







J 


This article stated that the speakers * a a Inst the "dangerous thoughts* 




credo being forced on the American people would be the foil 
Irand, Millen, novelist] 




persons: 


Do Lima, Peter, Tadio commentator; } 

Eisenberg, Frances JR., Teacher at Comosa Park ftlgh School; 

Fearing, Professor Franklin, professor of psychology, UCLA; 
Feuchtwanger, Lion, novelist; 

Holjer, Harry, professor of anthropology, UCLA; 

Hughes, John B., radio commentator; , 

Koch, Howard, screen writer and chairman of the Hollywood 
Writers Mobilisation; 

Lavery, Emmett, screen writer and president, S,W,G.; 

Lawson, John Howard, screen writer; 

MacGowan, Kenneth V/iUiam, producer and educctor; 

Gbler, Arch, radio writer and film director; 

Oliser, W. E., Elm critic; 

Orr, Harold, president. Local 450, American Federation of Teachers] v 
Hobson, William N», radio writer and producer; , 

Sharey, Dora, writer and motion picture producer; A 

Stuart, Paul, film end radio director; 

Trumbo, Dalton, novelist end screen writer. 



The article stated that the Hollywood Creative Talent Club has issued 
the following statement; **11 is a challenge to every American when the Rankin- 

Wood COsuTuttcc prOpOsei a fftdiO CcuSOI Suip low gagging wcw‘3 auAs/S* Or 

questions the right of the theater to present s play dealing honestly with race 
relations. It is a threat of our heritage of democracy when the freedom of the 
prese la distorted into the freedom to suppress vital news, or when responsible 

s fa I wwae««AMa4Lttr ** 

v^asswa m v as a vi»vs*t 


The article stated further: **Our right to speak and think zs free 
Americans is at stake. The Hollywood Writers Mobilization has organized this 
aeries of forums to expose the plot against our democratic heritage. The 
Counter-attack forum series will present to the public the result of expert 
research concerning the effort to subordinate and enslave the minds of the 
many for the benefit of the few Parts of the forums will be recorded and made 
available for producing in other areas of the nation." 


^ W R. Wilkerson stated editorially in the Hollywood Reporter for 

d. L December 4, 1946, that if the turn-out for the Hollywood Writers Mobilization 
* ' forum In the £11 Patio Theater was "any indication of the interest in thlr. set up, 
f then the whole tkJhg is * *bust\ as they were less tlxan iOOfceople In the 700 seat 
{ auditorium who listened to a lot of ‘clap-trap* that was rlgffe down to Party line. 
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“The discussion was supposed to tie into ‘a Counter-AttacVagainst 
J ‘; the plot to control America's thinking.** But from that night** forum the idea 
seems to be an effort to control America's thinking for Sovisisrfi and put the 
^ Tt^^|g^these United States under the finger of Moscow, t 

The article stated that John B. Hughes, who presided at the meeting 
confined himself to “Don't believe what you read In the Hurst papers. Col. 
McCormick's Chicago Tribune. The New York Daily News and the Hollywood 
Report**. ** These publications were termed the “enemies of society." It so 
happened that these papers are but a few of those in this country that have been 
f attacking the “Commies*.* which to all evidence, are so dear to the heart of the 
. ' Writers Mobilization. "The first speaker was Frances Elsenberg, tho head of 
the journalism class and supervisor of the Canova Park High School of this city, 
who was called before the recent Tenney Committee session here. Sho ranted 
and rayed about the state of the nation, its down-fall, and while without mention- 
ing it, seemed to give the impression that we should Sovietize this country. 

t , •" 

“Richard Collins read Millen Brand's speech because he supposedly 
is ill. It wasn't so hot but when Howard Koch grabbed the 'mike* things warmed 
up. Along with Hughes, he warned against ths condition of the press. The Reporter, 
Hurst, McCormick and Patterson attempting to make America Fascist Koch went 
into detail about his having been assigned to script Joe Davies' 'Mission to Moscow*; 
he read and reread the book; then he went into extensive research aside from the 
book, but declared that the Warners would not let his script, especially as to 
„ dialogue, go through in its entirety. 

“Peter De Lima talked about the commentators who had been kicked 
off the air lanes and urged the 1 00 who were present to attend the Averill Berman 
hearing before the Rankin-Wood Committee yesterday, 'to get down there and 
shout.' *' 

The Hollywood Reporter for December 6, 19+6, under the heading 
'“Counter-Attack*" on plot to Control U. S. Thinking Launched," stated that the 
Hollywood Writers Mobilization unleashed the first or their “Counter-Attacks" 
against the plot to control American thinking. 

The first “Counter-Attack" forum was entitled "The Conspirators" 
and was aimed to expose the conspiracy to suppress freedom of expression It 
* was held at the El Patio Theater. 


V . ' The speakers on the forum included Howard Koch, chairman of the 

* Mobilization; Frances Elsenberg, public school teacher; Peter De Lima, a news 
, commentator; John B. Hughes, broadcaster, and Richard Collins. Koch named the 
press and radio lords as Hurst, McCormick and PatteraonX 
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AMERICAN AUTHORS AUTHORITY 
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Special A pent* of the Los 

Angeles FT¥TH division were aLle to obtain the personal papers of Lionel Berman 
of the Cultural Section of the Communist Party in New York City while he was 
visiting on the West Coast. Among these papers there was obtained a copy of a 
document setting forth the Communist cultural policy, which read in part as 
follows; “That the development of culture is possible only within the most 
complete freedom, that the mission of intellects is to be heralds and calling 
for a struggle to establish the writers* control over scripts, for the creation ' 
of means of working without felling under the axe of the trusts who control 
production.** 


The Joint Fact-Finding Committee of the Un-American Activities in 
i California, Volume 28, pages 750 and 751, reflect that the Communists* objective 
. to exercise control and influence waa quite well expressed by John Howard ^ • 

Lawson, screen writer and leader of the Communist movement in the motion . 
picture industry, when he stated that “The best bet is to communixe the writers r 
and the producers in Hollywood and eventually control every picture and story 
produced In Hollywood and perhaps one day (control) every new article in the 
United States.'* Admittedly the A.A.A. seeks strong control over all scripts, 
whether for radio, the theater, the motion pictures or magazines, and it is 
... obviously an excellent apparatus through which the Communists could obtain 
their objective; however, both Communists and non- Comm uniats who support the 
AAA. deny that it would ever be used for such a purpose and point out that it 
was originated by James A. Cain, prominent writer, who has never been identi- 
v _ fled in Communist front activities. It is true that Cain has been widely accredited 
with originating the A.A.A., but Emmet Lavery testified before the State Committee 
on Un-American Activities that Cain was erroneously accredited with originating 
the A. A. A. In response to a direct question, as to who started the A .A .A , 

Laver y testified, “Answer. Oh, that was on the agenda of the Screen Writers 
Board for a long time. I think, without taking any credit awty from Jim Cain, 

I really kicked the ball off in an article in the Screen Writers called ‘Time For 
Decision,* which was an explanation of the licensing board. But we had a sub- 
committee which had been considering this project for some time.** 

g , The committee to which Lavery referred was apparently the Original 

Material Committee of the Screen Writers Guild, for in the August, 1946, issue 
>,v, of the Screen Writers, there appears a note on page 37 which states that Ring 
^LSrdner, Jr., who has been identified through the records of Elisabeth Benson, 

* v membership director of the Northwest Section, Los Angele^ County Com miThi#fc ** 
y^v.f?art^,as a member of the Communist Party, addressed a abetting of the Screen 
Writers oo July 29 and told of the inception of the A A. A plan through the Screen 
Writers Guild Original Material Committee. 






atiflcd ta Ctttnmuaihnrcairfe ettyitle# 1 ' 


now a 

Jflnip 1 S* '5®i®:.:w.‘. - ' '-^~2T ;"■• ■ ; -■’■ ■ --„ ■; 

F, if/HerfStrc; t&mtlfled in Commtmlstfrwrt tctfvWei .x ’ 
Boris fngst«r, id*atifi«4 is Communist front activities and jtha 
:; ‘.r^TAiio* eT AmeTfca Wrlten ' ~ 

Arthur Schwarts, identified in Communist Iron* activities __ 
Evarett Freeman '■ v jl_ ‘ 

Albert Mannhelme* ' r 5£ r ~',Z"'“'- - ----- T ft . . 


' ~ r,. > > dj 


“'‘The ^rticleto which Lswry referred tn his te rttttKray was one tha±~-~ — 
he wrote for the May, 19*6, issue of the Screen rlter and it po infed out 
the Executive Council of the Authors' League of America had recently endbraedPv^ 
in principle the concept of licensing written materia! and he called upon the ~ * 

Authors* League to assist the Screen Writers Guild In securing such rights Hocr"" 3 ' 
screen writers Lavery pointed out that the Screen Writers' Guild was in itself 
nc-orly powerless to enforce any licensing ideas, inasmuch as the Guild negotiates' 
with the producers only for conditions of employment and the agreements Under ~ 
which the Guild operates do not apply to material sold to the studies for the 
screen. The relationship of the Screen Writers* Guild to the Authors* League 
and to the other guilds can best be reported by the following diagram; 


Authors* League »— 



Screen Vf rlter s 

Guild Affiliate 


R-*dlo V» rlter* Guild 
Mcmucr 


Authors Gtfilc 
Member 1 


. . _; ir 1 > 7 £ + » t ~- - ■ „ . 

FolI©*rin> leaver/ *-*rUd# tH*»c a$*f**ar*d ajr tlcl* in tic July *1^4 4* V 

tjsue of the Screen ’Writer* written by Jims* N, CaIu which set forth tbs proposal 
known as the t .A AijJtn brief, £a in pr o;io*ed to sat up an authority which would 
control ind coordin* to the uiprk of four writer ,iuTldf - those of the author* 
(magasinr and feature *to*£ writers, wtc ^» the screen writers,. the radio writers, 
and tha dramatists.. This Authority would copyright In Us own name all mate rial ^ 
produced by writers and would act in an advisory and legal capacity to lease out “ 
the various rights^ !«#., radio reprint rights, etc.; for each writer who submitted 
material through the Authority. When Cain Firsl proposed the plan he pointed 
out that writers all over the U 5. would be forced to Join one of the four guilds; 
however, it is understood that this provision has been withdrawn, due to tremendou 
opposition which came from writers who are not identified with any union. The 
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Authority would finance Itself \ff 4 service charge of on* par cent of the total , 


purchasers of wrtttczrmatcrial, 

FTObv' 





w^fLV |£8R*&4 



alto the objuctioii that Dm mftttrlti* .fiMt it i» to be lon ri cri aotso l#, -.-J** 

e V^by • ■» fjljgf . 



’’ ' ' 1 ' -A, a - . t * . ■ ■ - - ".- _ - 4 , “ ' “ ' ’*" .‘^'. "' — , 

^ ;7 M»r/ McCeffjpe prominent term writer, conwiwtld upon Ikiivs^ 

pmitioa of the Authority la floAajut Issue of the Screen W r iters and stated 
that If there wert uiAA.A, the writer could then say '‘no to on ad libbing actor 
and 'behave yoursa-If to a. pencil happy producer.** w 


r-e^r«t *. ^ v - -it.*' 


*.r*t -*"n*t* ,»a 




‘'tjnd e r the pr e s ertt e e t- up In the motion picture Ind ustry producers 
and directors are able to delete any offensive material front scziptsbul if the 7 
A.A. A, were established the complete control over the script would remain^ 

• 'with the writer. . • •• - U'..^ - r — ■ *i*%. . ’ "■ -7 * ^ .,-21 . *;.£ 



Immediately following the proposal of the AjCa., there was wide spread. 


criticism in the- press and among a number of prominent writers who labeled the 

A. \ A. ;.s in rppiratus for “thought control .** A group of prominent writers 
such a 3 John Frs’vine, Fur, c ue .Lyons, Dorothy Thompson, etc, forme-i ;a orgoai- 
z.r* ion iauiwn = s the American '’rlters A i >oeiation to compete with th» * .A, A. 


The Saturday Review of Literature, which is considered one of the 
most authoritative magazines for writers, describes the A.A^A. as A “blue aky - = 
proposal*' and states, “This glamorous proposal is written with all the enthusiasm 
and the confidence of a wild-cat oil prospectus. It Is obvious that any all-embracin 
authority of this nature, owning the copyrights to th^.works of a majority of ~ - 
American writers, advising them and perhaps controlling their contacts, could# A^ 
without much difficulty, strangle free speech and lrpe4iterary enterprise. **-7 ^4 

Those who objected so vigorously to the t ‘uA.A, did so bee . use they 
Wt that there might very well be discrimination agrinst the writer or the material 
that he wrote, and it is interesting to note that there has been a “no discrimination' 
■amendment ptssed by the Screen Wrttdrs Guild which read*;' *V.. that there be no 
discrimination in the rights or "treatment accorded by A;A.A. to any piece of 
written material by reason of Its contend** !t is interesting to point but that ^ 
this amendment was first proposed by Edwin Sttdom, who has been iieaiiUed fch- 
Cojnmualst front activitios, and it was seconded by John Itexley, who, dc cording 
to the records of Elizabeth Benson, member ship director of the Northwest Section, 
Los Angeles County Communist Party/ *■ a member of the Communist Party. 
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r Wjf tU» CaUd t Keo a& l Ti L aa cxetaryy V ilHam lAamsraa cs.w fco, according %„ 

It* # Wt» togyitom»u<^ 

^jrth to w*w T^k.tojcatf** *ito ^p^tsc^klve* o.f^.>^thl»r• , - 

Al/^tric^ •' -*_ -'^‘i W~> • ': -- . ”■ • v^- - ".'y. -. Is:- J~- ■ 'Z- • --- - S- 


■Sg V‘ , 8 H ' '-*•»-?* 


;f. Mo enwfaiW toe Setw a fyl t tf » Guildlws^et up e so-called overall 
committee to promot* too A*A»A,, too membership o i which is os follows; 


FxnmetLarery ~ Chairman ' ,' ^ "A - - ':•!•: _ , 

Ivln^ iJtTdntfT, Jr. • Vico Chairman, Communist 


Organization: 




. ■ James Cain i . , : - ._ • _ . r \ -• ^ 

* _ ^Z. Ring Lardner, Jr. - .Communist . - ; _r: : 't. . 

Morris Cohen - identified in Communist front activities «-- - 
IAat/ McCall - identified in Communist front activities 

' rthur Schwartz - identified in Communist front vetivities ’ 

Arch 0 holer 

.'i)!i?m Pomcrrnc< - executive secretary o r ['cr^cn ’’ rit^rc Guild 

Communist 

Audrey Finn - Communist 
Relations with Other Guilds: 

- i i 

Samuel Moore - president of Radio Writers Guild, Communist 
True Qo&rdxnan - Radio Writers Guild, i^intified in Communist 
front activities t £ . ^x*.^ 

Albert -Malts. - Screen Writer (Communist) ^ : r 

Philip Dunne .■ YV«s | J * a: 

Frances Goodrich ' ^ ^ T •":. ~ ■”■■*"' 

"Edwin Bo Ivin -is . . - : -- 

Arthur /rthur -rs- • f f -*■ ' v - v~- - ^ A 


• t i ' 
■rr- - * "■£/ ' 

. “CV ? * 

f 




Public Relational 


%® arSE^ir '♦** ••- 


- «u ...*. . ■ ".Ji .. 


.Everett Freemen y r-.-i 

Alva Oessie - Communist f" 

F. Hugh Herbert - identified in Communist front activities 
Allen Rivkin - identified in Communist front activities 
Ajel St. John Rollers. 


W< 


Com 




*» - • . .'A.. ' 

• *V A.r 7 TSi-; -* 


/ - -Dh l to n T a i st) - - * ■ ‘ - 

~:- l i Gordon kaJ m^ mcn aglnaedltor (Communist} £.' •-* 

— *«r XT .Stephen Mor ft t M» Av<ry ^^ '~CC-C~TI'C.h — i., . 

: " r "“ ' • Harris Gabt*" 77 r ••*< - .•:£ * T T '•'*• 7-7 •. 

. — Hujfi Herbert} identified la Communiit Tront activities ~ 77 ’ 

•-.«.- Rlae^Ardaer , Jr. (Communist) ■■■ .' '.J‘ :i - ' yi.'i ~ --.. . . -7 • 

„lsaber^cnairt, (Communist) ' • " 7^,; Q . ’“77 ' 7" 

Son«/a Levlen ' -'- r - - *. ■ .. ^ ' : J rqr--- : • 

Theodore Strau*4{Coramuiti*t)—^7 " 

PauI Trivers (Communist) ' 

;“ Harold Salcsmon, director of-pubUcatt<m (Commaalst) ' •: 7 
. ■*' T '“ r -~f~rr:-~. ' ^ T^'- • -^r~~ Y " 9 *+ •. 

la the Dccemher 24, 1946, Issue of both the Hollywood Reporter aad ^ 
Variety, there appeared aa article stating that tie Authors* League of America, 
while introducing in principle the concept of licensing written mrteri-l, turned 
dtwn Coin’s proposal for an American Authors Authority. Variety reported - '* 
the committee of the Authors* League of America es stating th»t *** 7 e recognise 
many objectionable features lu the Authority pi i a fer compulsory membership, 
assignment of copyrights, and other provisions of complete legality.*' The 
report went on to state that they wanted some guarantee which would preclude 
the possibility of any editorial control over written materiel or of a dictatorship 
of* a few man over all American writing. The article concluded by pointing out 
that presidents of the Screen.V7riters Guild, the Had*» Writers Guild, the 
Dramatists, and the Authors Guild would meet somcil-ur in the next *£»■' wackjT 
tc determine the steps which mast be taken to build ttp*Vn acceptable pi *n, for 
leaning rather than outright snlc of written .mrteriar. ; * L1 " - ; . v — - 


Confidential who is unusually well 

acquainted with the Communist inflT^^^?!^uito IV ■* : cotion picture industry, 
summed up his opinioa^by statls*, —Afl understan^Hn^ of the Communist lJ *rty 
line and the tactics used la influencing the entire library field la the United 
States and the further fact that the proposal ccanes from definite Cormmmist 
sources In Holly wood should show conclusively that the American Authors 
Authority is to he «dio^>e# Coenmuaist Instruiivcirt In the United States.** 


The individuals listed above in this section es Communist;; h’V* been 


identifie d a 


[TpwiE 


Ithcr through reliable informants by the T.os Angeles Office 





PEOPLE'S EDUCATIONAL CENTER 


-/ 




Ihe Los Angelos Qlfice has advised that tne follotiA iriCU. visuals 
ooiMgg^ i th the People's Educational Center are Cor.inunists** The Coca-uniat 
those lnaividua^^i^J|J3£s^t^LnatoIIiced^M^3i^a result 
obtained 5 7 

report received iron a reliaule ccnxiuential inlomanL. 


Pe ople's Educational Center 


Board of Directors; 

taurice Howard, business agent, Screen Cartoonists Guild 
Joim Howard Lawson, Screen Writer 
Advis.ry oca id: 

nailer 3c reran, iilv. Tec micians’ Local, enclosed u' Pnramur.t 
i'anara G.rne,,, Cciuen Writer 
r^coit Lees, screen , .riter 
irank Tuttle, Director 
Instr.ctors; 

t^rlton Woes (Negro), Screen Writer 
frank Tuttle, LLreetor 
Herbert Bioc-raan, Director 
Edward Drytr^k, Li rector 
Robert Lees, Screen .'.riter 
Howard Dirscale, Gcreon i riter 
lal 3-i ton. Screen ,* riter 
Logo Butler, Screen writer 
Guy Endcre, Sereen Writer 



Confidential Inf o roan -i tno Los Angelos 

Office reported taut the CQE;aiun..^t^cho^^^ tne People's i-tiucatiocal Center, 
is non conducting i „e spring classes. Ho stated that the sunjedts are tne 
usual ones ol tweery and tactics in such schools throughout tne country# 

T... crrrcr.i t »'.a c . ors are; 


i'ilron Gottlieb, Gcrccn Puolicists Guild 
da uric c 1 inward, Gcresn curtoonLsts Guild, Husncr.s * -ent 
helncr b .rattan, ldiv.’ Local 40, Studio Unit n 
Lloyd .an fyke, Dru'ed electrical vork-rs, Loral T.ri 
oidney ;JBvisun, Tiroctor of the school 
..allaca Siark, free lance artist and teach-:r 
,.dcr_e -eller - Accountant, auditor ano ousihiiss - mager 
Rail anc ons, Cni: ese^V .e : i cr> i* bureau oi Eesearcnj Editor of 
Los Ari ties Chinese eview 


Carle ton Eo-s, Negro, author or "The Hegro Jc Idler. 
Jaeoo AIacs, local head c* ftorla Zionist Hovercent - 
Dr. Leo nlgelican, K.D. Lecturer on social, economic 

questions 


lecturer 
and political 


! 

! 
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Lr, f-iank C. Lavia, iormcrly director oi' R.E.C., consulting 

psj chologists r 

Lrs. Lory Titeinann, Valter I 

urra,, Aaowitz, V. L. 1 

Jrodorick iteynolds, Retired il.L. 

IrviCi. Lionel 

Boruert dibentan, writer 

Edward Lmytryk, Li lector 

Robert Lees, Writer 

Killian Blovd. t*, fcriter 

Eat Jar es, Writer 

Guy Endore, Writer 

John B. Sanicrd, Screen writer 

Charles :t. Jfillhcliand, V.nter 

Vi. nr a A_,lns, Russian Refugee 


re<!C 


.norci ts 


r.nci rsnv others 1 c o c j r knovn. 

3n addition to the foregoing, this school is showing a serf be cl 
pro t jaga;iba i'iLrs at the Union Hall of the Screen Cartoonist* guild, 6272 
fucca^Street, Bollywood, under tao direction of one folio Hollywood 
pe j nonages : 

. Herbert Hibernian, writer 
Edward Dciytryk, irit-r and Li rector 
xitz Lan?*, Director 
K-nneth rac'’-o-*an, . riter 
j .•■.idle y Nichols, V; river. 


THc. AVa.-ICha-RULCI A.> JhiTlTfTi 

Confidential Informant j^^Jre;:or>.ed ttiat the Arcrican-Russiar. 
li.nti Ute ..as rov. opened an office at b6u7 Hollywood do ulavard. dv sooted 
fc.at t-ic folJo-,.iu . iuuivxdaals arc in control 01 t:.e organization; 


!.ts. '.'ellc Euonoll 

!■ r. ^ i.-Dcrs !>. . fotf'.n^or 

ir. l avid Applrr-an 

Alvau Bessie 

tdr:una ... Ccoke 

Lr. oeor.jc A?. in., 

Er. Cl_.de K. Emery 
Thoffi'is L» iiarris 


icUtocufiva Secretary 

Llrectur - Ea.ii to. rioas op^raoor 

*d.r sc tor 

i.ri Lcr 

fir actor, Lx-5. cretary to fay or cotiron 
i'rofes^or at Occidental Collage 
tro-essor at Occ-dental Collage 
iicau of Eatioruil Council o£ 

Aa - rican Soviet Relations 


[ 
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Constantin C. Komeff 
Dr. £. fiilson Lyon 
Jerome ft . McNair 

Lewis Milestone 

~^^j^^£orrinne A. Seeds 

Harold U. Svercrup 
Ci-rsi p # Vfsldcn 
Zichael A. Walden 


F.u. sian Jeliei' 


Motion Picture Li 
Teacher at U.C.L.A.' 
ieacher at J.C.L.A. 


4*-" 


nirc^ art 


tin tH ra n T » 


a-t: ■* 


Russian-Air orican Institute 


InE CIVIL RIGHiS CUKGRES 3 



reported during 


a petition "gotten" 


Confidential Informant 
lfc.rch of 1?47 that among a list oi 5 & nameo 
out bj the Civil Rights Congress in New fork protesting a^aL n3t what it 
cells "tl.e shameful persecution of too German anti-a-asci st refugee, Gerhart 
Eisler," Lae names si the fcllowin ; persons connected *. ; .e r'cll;^o:-d 

Bv>tion picture industry appear: 


thoinas Harm 

Carey Kcr.illiarcs 
Lorothy Parker 
Gars^n Kanin 
lashifcli Hamm ett 
Ho clove 11 Kent 
cJLLis t. Patterson 
Stella Adler 
John Howard Larson 


A refuge© from Germany who received his 

i 1 a P.LJ W K « > > K A V A ** « %» W • • A 

L'l ui.4CUO.lip auuuv Ul 1C JCUI a“U» 

Professional Communist front sponsor. 
Newspaper colonist* 

..riter (nos jack in hcliywoc-d). 

Writer. 

Artist. 

Lx-Con tJ re s sr.au . 

Actress. 

Screen writer and Communist functionary 


The Los Angeles Office furthor reported with regaru to thic 
organization that Ring Lardner, Jr., who is a member of the National 
Board of the Civil Rights Congress, is a Communist. 


UlC 


' ioJJTii iiK Cl-l v&i’iHCc Fu. BuiVih .;i<.i'AiI 


frds car?e lni'ori ant o> the Los An- elos Oiiice reported ti*at 
Kuivyn Eouglas, the r ovic actor, daring larch of iV'V/, *as acting, as tue 
Hol-yAood representative for money— raj. 3 in ^ pur>xjses of tnu C^uviaem Con- 
ference for Hicran ,.elf3re. He reportedly mailed ou t ur.-pr his or.n signature 
letters soliciting funds lor the organization. 


■ : -j, >•; - »■ »-r r.~ tt’JT: hv- pat TT'V n mo 

. t • • iT ."Wil .» / .1 A. A ■ * ■ ' ■ ' • ► / 1 ■ A M J 


according to Ini orman this is a new organization formed, nation- 

wTdo in scope, lor the purpose of pressuring the inrajirration of displaced Jews 
into Palestine. From the list of those active in tue organisation in Hollywood, 

t 
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Some of the 

( 

Laalo ocnedek - writer I 
Henry Blankfort - writer 
Irvl n u Brecher - writer 
Jerome Cnodorov - writer 
Norman Corwin - radio writer 
Jules Cassia - director 
Howard Eata'orook - writer 
John Garfield - actor 
francos Goodrich - rriter 
E« I* Harburg - writer of music 
flita Hayworth ~ actress 
Paul Hcnreid - actor 
John Huston - actor 
Nunnally Johnson - writer 
Gene Kelly - actor 
Emmett La vary - writer 
Sol Lesser - producer 
Bela Lugosi - actor 
Lewis milestone - director 
Dudley Nichols - writer 
Nut Perrin - writer 
Anne Rovers - actress 
Allen ilivkin - writer 
Robert Rosseu - writer 
Allan Scott - writer 
Frank Sinatra - singer 
Dor.ald Ogden Stewart - writer 
Joseph Bzigeti - concert violinist 
waiter tanger - producer 
Cornel SiLae - actor 
t rea kinne.man - r cue- r : u 


it i.uula appear to be unnor control of the Communist Party, 
vuduiln are tne following: 


Andrews - writer 
ueor^e o.ddle - artist 
biliiam dlowitz - writer 
Vera Caspary - writer 
Haro In Clunnan - director 
John Cromwell - wrj. ter 
Phillip Dunne - writer 
Lillian J. isdloan - IX 0 producer 
Sheridan Gibney - producer 
Albert Huckett - writer 
Don Hartman - producer 
Lillian 'Heilman - writer 
Jures r.on Here - camera un 
fan r Jaiice - actor’s agent 
daruon Kanin - producor with 
Uni versa 1-International 
Canada Lae - Negro, actor 
Sonya Levien - writer 
Groucho Ifan - actor 
Paul Uuni - actor 
Arch Obolsr - writer 
Irving richel - director 
iieoert hi skin - writer 
jjdward G. uooinson - actor 
Lore Sci*ary - director 
Herman Snualin - producer 
Leonard Spogeljass - writer 
Irving Stone - writer 
trank Tattle - writer and director 
frauz V.axman — musician 
William 'Ayler - director 


n 'G'in J.tiJltO’S Sl’A'i'JJ ii< SCP.L; f.” 


The "i.a; ly V.orker” for March 30, 1947* in an article entitled 
’’racta About Li scrim. nation Aga-nst Negroes in the Arts" under the section 
captioned "The Negro’s Status in Screen”, reflects -.he following information: 

"L. J. Reddick, curator of the Sckcmbur^ ccLmction of tho New lork 
Public L. Drary, checked over 100 films with Ne^ro tuenec of Negro end meters 
uf 'more dian passing significance.’ Of uiat 100, he found 75 must be 
^‘-classified as anti-Negro, 13 as neutral, with the Negro presented Doth 





. , « 



"favorably and unfavorably id about equal proportions, and only 12 winch 
could be classified as pro-Ne 6 ro. r " 

— I * 

. stereotype is hardly" mitigated by tne few - th« very few - 
Pi c lures i:i which Negroes were decently presented* la 'Ai rowed th*, years 
apt , mere was a Negro aoctor with dignity and devotion to duty* In They 
TSon't f’crg'jt 1 , there was a Negro janitor facing a third degree in a lynch— 
itcJ town* Negro participants in the war against fascism were shewn with 
dignity ani courage in 'Sahara* and ’Bataan 1 and ‘Lifeboat.* 

■Hollywood's stereotypes do have an effect. 'Birth of a nation* was 
followed o/ a lesurgence of the Ku dux dan. The itodem and subtler 'Birth 
of a Nation* we Know as 'ucne frith the i^ind* contributed to obstructing 
the growing sent. orient for a foderal anti-lynching bill. 

"There are no Negro tecr.n: clans in Hollyvrocd, no hL^ro caseiar.en, 
no Negro carpenters, no writers or film cutlers or laboratory technic! ar.s* 

■As lor the Negro actor, he's 'lucky' even to get a job caricaturing 
himself* dunga Lin was played by a wiiite actor. 

"One out of every ten Americans is a Negro a.;u Negroes do not 
appear in crowa scenes, on tho streets, in night cl^ts ar?o ties tree. 

"There are theatres the Negro does not enter - not because no can- 
not, or dare not, but because of the very atmosphere of tx*u place, the at- 
titudes of the staff and of the white patrons. In one Couth, wren Negroes 
are even permitted to pay treir way into a motion picture theater, and it is 
never one of the oest, they are relegated to distinctly inferior Jimcrow 
sections. 


"In film theatres Negroes rarely are aired for anything except 
penial Joos - porters, janitors, washroom attendants. Ticket sellers, 
ushers, noorrsr, managers, projectionists - white.' 1 


'u 


• ;'T PICTUII aMJ.-Iu r'.'.R TU£ PlXSE\’h*AT P CP A" - TlC^i I PHILS 


Coni ’ den tial Info naan tho Los «ngoles Office 

r.a3 informed tout tliis ant.i-Comr.ui^^^^^^ff^^Vion wh. : ch has been quiet 
for 1 some year or so has now corns to life -/.1th a program to oopose Com- 
munist activities in uno Hollywood motion picture industry* It has 
arranged for a series of lucturuu by certain nationally knorsn ' social 
Utirruo rats. The lirst of the series took place on Ino eve.uitv, of 
_reoruary 11, 1947, at me boell Club in Los Angel, s wnen Nugcne Lyons, 
'^author of the Led Lecade spoke. 


r 


J 


Inter on '.he following will oa speakers: 

Sidney Hook, Professor at Columbia University, hew lorkf 
Henry CnaiEDerlain, writer and columnist} anJ 
^^^®^Vjben H. taikr.an, foreign GuiTiu t . cedent art_ authority on 

iV.e u Laily Variety," trace paper cf the i?o tion picture buuinsss, 
ior Aj.rii 10, ly/,V, under the heading H 2Ctw To no An ti.-i-ed .icture", 
stated i:i part that “The Iron CurtaxU, 0 an anti-Ccr.Taun.it film inspired 
by J. Ld/.ar Hoover’ e speech before tne Housa Committee on Uu-Anarican 
Ac tivi tics, Kirch 26, 1947, till go into production at 20th Century /’os 
this S ure or. This announcesent was made oy Darryl Zanuck ‘-.-ril 9, 1 ?47, 
and he also stated that the project is already' under nay '.u Js-.'on Joy, 
studio contact rvzn, and Anthony Hu to, chief of ..aui.lit.t ,r. Hcvietone Ksrs 
bureau, arc non doing preliminary work on -lie s-jj^ct in the Nation's 
Capital* I're.y ''Till be joined by ;‘artin dockiley, nho will .«rito tr-e screen 
pia,. 

It is stated that the pioture will be Dafaed on findings of Royal 
Canadian Cop*r-i scion report of June 27 , 19^6, neta-ling facta relating to 
coa.runicutinns by public officials ana otners of confidential information 
to agent* cf a foreign power, with particular reference to ; .he atom bomb. 
Zanuck statec, "Russia v:ill definitely be portrayed as that foreign power." 
jau.ick iur-thei stated, "The studio Trill seek cooperation of eke Canadian 
jO'ujrrn.ut ai d ' r. Hoover." He also statcu that ho :u.u not discussed 
the jsatl.r ml in cither the State Department or motion Picture Produrors 
Association. 2anuck stated he thought it doubtful if Stats lepartrcnt 
approval ajuld bo re-juired. He stated: :, V:.e film :;ill have no romantic 

angle. " 


Xu adaition to the above facts wnich have been set cut to 
currently inflect tne activities of the various organise tions inferred to, 
tne Los Kn,;eles Office suomi «tsd a report ref 3c cling the nar.es ci ktu-.m 
Conmunzsts witain various ciyu. .'.sn tions e.hich nave oeen infiltrated ay 
tne Cornumibts in the motion picture Industry. l:a order teat tula 
iremoranoua will reilecf these* knoun Communists in these various groups, 
tua organisation unu the known Ccmunists within it are to be listed 
hereinafter. it should be pointed out that the membership o 
in-.ti vidiala has been ascertained oy the Los An-jeles Ofi ice^ 
t* ♦ to ugh a relia >le con. 1 ivsr.tial infomnt 


hiational hugny so n '.ress 

lutecutive board: 

Jotsn Howard Lawson, Screen Writer 
Carlton toss (hegro), Screen writer 
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Cca i rdttae for Motion Picture Str. kers 
Sidney duchnan, Producer 
Leu Harris, Producer 
flex Ingram, Actor 
John Horrsrd Lavraon, Screen 'Writer 
Albert Valtz, screen riter 
Scnruol Moore, Screen and i&uio ri tv. r 
Cai Cmitz, Screen Writer 
Lari Robinson, Composer 
Dalton Trurcbo, Screen Writer 
Frank Tuttle, Director 

Hollywood CotTrunity Radio Groan. Incorporated 
Hoard of Directors 

H. F. Xrait, Screen Writer 

Sam ilooie. Screen and Radio <7riter 

.•ViJliac Porcerance, Executive Secretary c f Scree., ri tors' Guild 
Abraham L. P lonsky. Screen Writer 
Stock holders : 

Faul Jarrico, Screen Writer 
Anne E. Revere, Actress 

Actors 1 la .orator/. Incorporated 
Art 7 : nr Sei th, Ac to r 
J.icooina Caro, Actress 
Mccris Laznovsky , Actor 
Pnoabe Caznovsky 
iioman Bohnen, Actor 
liary Ttrcai, Actress 

Jewish Black Book Conaittee oi Los Ar.yeles 
Committee Members: 

John Berry, Director 

Kerry 3] ech Fort, liroctor 
Jay Gorr. zy, Screen v* liter 
Panl Jarrico, Screen Writer 
Rcbci’t i.osren, Screen li'rit.er 

Tie Moil>T )Cd for um 

f/odeic.or - .aluo “cl t, Screen tnl^r 
Shakers' ar. cl: 

Alva Pes.ie, Screen Vriv-r 

Hcv.cri -r.?,sor., Screen * ri 1 e r 
albert *'alt.3. Screen ..'river 
Sari ton Veer, Screen ''ritor 
S'. I. River, Screen tr' ter 
Pal tor Tr.vmbo, Screen Writer 

i 
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Lmt > rlemn louth for Democracy 
Coptributora: 

John Howard Lawson, Screen Writer 
>* t — Sidney Bucfcnaa, Producer 

Itoas, Producer 

.•4 Frank Tuttle, Director 

I Henry BLankfort, Director 

V Henry Myera, Screen Writer 

Paul Trerers, Screen writer 
Ring Lardner, Jr., Screen Writer 
■ ' ' •- John Vexley, Screen Writer 

' Herbert Bibencan, Director 

Jewels Da a sin. Director 1 
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II. PEOCKESSIVS CITIZEBS 07 AMERICA 
(April 22, 1947 - Kay 24. 1947) 




\ The Lot Angelas Office, by report dated Kay 12, 1947, advised that 

the Progressive Citizens of America la Hollywood were sponsoring a mass meet- 
ing la honor ef Henry A. Wallace at the Gilmore Stadium on the evening of 
Key 19, 1947, This seating vat originally scheduled to he held at the Holly- 
wood Bovl. The Directors, of the Bovl cancelled the meeting on the grounds 
that It would he a controversial sue. The Gilmore Stadlua vas then obtained. 


Sot ices were tent out by the Progressive Citisens of America under 
the signature of Bonnie Claire, coordinator for the Wallace Meeting. Miss 
Claire has a considerable) record of Communist affiliations. In addition to 
the Balling out fron ltt headquarter# of innumerable pieces of literature 
. supporting the stand of Hr. Wallace, the P.C.A. is also baching Mr. Wallace 
' In hie attach on the foreign policy of the United States, particularly In the 
matter of aid to Greece and Turkey. 

On April 18, 1947, the P.C.A. sponsored a nesting at which ZUlott 
Soosevelt was the sain speaker. On this occasion, he took the sacs political 
etaad as the Progressive Citizens of America on all natters and most veheaently 
defended Henry A. Wallace and his political utterancee all of which coincided 
with the position of the Communist Party In the United States. 

In addition, Bolltn Kclltt, Chairman of the Los Angeles Democratic 
Central Committee; Hobart V. lenny, Chairman of the P.C.A. and formerly State 
* Attorney General; and Bert Witt, Executive Secretary of the P.C.A., addressed 
this meeting. 

The Hollywood Chapter of the Progressive Citizens of America vs a 
one of the sponsors of a CIO mass meeting held on the steps of the Los Angeles 
City Hall on the corning of April 26, 1947, to protest certain labor legisla- 
tion. The list of organ! rations sponsoring this meeting vere: 


American Touth for Democracy 

American Veterans Committee 

International Workers Order 

Hatloual Vegro Congress 

United Hegro and Allied Veterans of America 

Batlonal Association for Advancement of Colored People 

Veterans of foreign Wars (several posts) 

f Speakers at this map ting which was attended by approximately 6,000 

v people,* were the following: j 

Phillip H. Connelly,- Secretary Treasurer, L.A.I.U.d. 

Karris Zus smaii, President of the State CIO 
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de Shetler, Regional Director of the CIO 1 
^^^®^Tbert Lunceford, Chairmr_n, President, L.A.I.U.C. 
flsorge 3. Roberts, Director of the S.C.P.A.C. 

Herbert X. Sorrell, Communist leader of C.S.U. 

Carl 3. Read, Labor leader 

Robert V. Xeruoy, Attorney and formorly State Attorney Corral 
Dr. H. Claude Eudson, Hegro Dentist, T.S.P.C. 

Father George HU Donne, Loyola University teacher 

Den, Marshall , Catholic Interracial Croup 

Hlchael Panning, Postmaster of Loe Angeles (sat on platform) 

Helen Oehagan Douglas, Congresswoman, sent a tolegrav. of sjrp.-.thy 

with the objectives of the sees reetir.g. 

Confidential Informant f the Los Argeler. 

Office reported that the follywo^^^StSTHJWcens of America Joined 
with the Mobilization for Democracy end the Civil Ri^its Congress In pro- 
testing against the refusal of the City authorities of Peoria, Illinois, and 
Albany, lc'- York, to permit Paul Robeson to speak In the Public Schools. 

This protest was sent on April 29, 1947. 

The Hollywood Progressive Citizens of Arerica sponsored a 8 Ycuth 
Pilgrimage* 1 to the City of Sacramento to protest the activities of the Joint 
Legislative Committee on Un-American Activities In the State of California 
(Tenney Committee) In its investigation of Communists. Other organizations 
sponsoring and taking part in this demonstration vs re the following: 

American Youth for Democracy 
Junior H&daesah (Jewish Youth Group) 

Elllell Young Progressives of America (Jewish organization) 

American Veterans Committee 

Los Angeles Youth Council 

Fellowship Church 

CIO TJOFfA* 

CIO Marine Cooks and Stewards 

0 

On May 9, 1947, the Hollywood Progressiva Citizens of America 
Issued an ultimatum printed In the Daily Variety, Hollywood trade publica- 
tion, protesting the investigation by the House Committee on Un-American 
Activities and defending the rights of the Communist Party In the Uni tod 
States. In addition, they protested any censure of the following persons, 
which censorship they termed as a "geg* on free speech: 

Henry. A. Wallace 

— Paul Hobeson 

- Tfilllam 1. Shlrer 

Borman Corwin \ 

Dr. Harlow Shapley t 


u 




Thia ultimatum was signed by the following people: 



Hobart V. Jenny. Chairman i 

Mrs.' William Tletorle. Secretary 

Robert S. Morris. Jr., Treasuror 

John Cromwell, Vrlter. Tice Chairman 

Idverd Mo sk, Attorney. Tice Chairman. 

Howard loch. Writer, Tice Chairman 

Dr. Linns Pauling, Profsssor at Cal-Tech (worked oa Atonic Bomb) 

Tice Chairman 

Lena Horne, Megreea singer and actress, Tice Chairman 

Sanlel Ostrov, Manufacturer (Seoley Mattress Co.), Tics Chairmen 

Gene Jelly, Actor, Tice Chairman. 


MQglOW PlCfOHB ALLIAHCJ 

Confidential I nf orman of the Los Angeles Office 
related that this antl-Co*ssmlstTrg?^T?^nT^iTa meeting oa April 29, 

194?, at whi c h time Dr. John &. Lechner, the recently selected Executive 
Director of the organisation, mentioned a list of plotures In which there was 
Comsunlst propaganda. Dr. Lechner also suggested a boycott on pictures of 
this type In ldtich Communists were employed. This statement, according to 
this source, raised a storm of protest and the producers, speaking through 
Samuel Coldyya, took violent Issue through the press with the Motion Picture 
All ian ce and the Chairman of its Executive Board, Ralph Clare , stating that 
this organisation was Irresponsible ae were Mr. Lechner and Hr. Clare. 

This tirade was published in the Hollywood Eeporter on Kay 7. It Is entirely 
possible. In view of the fact that most of the members ef this organisation, 
are highly paid writers, directors, etc. who work for the producers, that this 
dispute may develop Into the death knell of the Motion Picture Alliance. The 
ten notion pictures which Lechner asserted contained propaganda are the 
following: 


The Boat Tears of Our Lives 

Booaorang 

Margie 

The Strange Love of Martha Ivsre 

A Medal for Benny 

The Searching Wind 

Watch on the Bhlne 

Pride of the Karines 

Worth Star 

Mission to Moscow 

' Lechner further stated that the Screen Writers' Guild contained a 
large number of Communists and fellow travellers. He named Jrfha Howard Lawson 
ae having Come to Lot Angelee to show how to Inject Bed propaganda Into motion 
pictures. Lechner introduced William H. Chamberlin, foreign correspondent who 
has rtsl&ed for twelve years in the Soviet Colon. Chamberlin told at the meeting 
that he advocated a policy of close cooperation between the Halted States and the 
States not yet under Soviet Influence or control. 
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COMMUNIST PARTY KEMBBIStCP IN HOLLYWOOD 



' According to documents obtained from confidential; sources, uho 

'■* ?:orthTrest Section of the Communist Party in Hollywood, California, contains 
| in its membership t \jb Communiste within the Hollywood movie industry. 

Reliable confidential sources have advisod that as of December 31, 1,43, 

‘.V . the Northwest Section had a total of 545 members. The membership of the 
, party-in Los Angeles County as of that' date was 2634. It is reported that the 
'■ Northwest Section is the largest in Los Angeles County and contains 

■ approximately 1/5 of the’ total C onwards t membership. The various Branches, 
together with their Membership and Composition in the Marthwost Section are 
as follows* 


Branch 

A-l 
A-2 
A-3 ' 

B ■ . 

C 

D 

E 

P 

Sunset (G-H) 
I 


a 

K 

N-l 

N-2 

0 

Hollywood 

S 

57-AD 

Y 


Conpoeitl on 




Motion Picture Writers 
Motion Picture Writers , . - 
Motion picture Writers 
Hollywood Neighborhood 
Industry ’Yorkers and wives 
Radio Announcers, Actors and '"ritors 
Cartoonists and Artists 
Actors and ActorB Laboratory Personnel 
Movie Industry Personnel Residing in 
Sunset Boulevard Area 
Movie Industry Personnel Residing in 
Fairfax Avenue - Wilshire 
Boulevard Area 

Movie Industry Personnel - Ncrth Hollywood 
Members of Screen Office Employees Guild 
Konbcrs of Screen Office Smployeos Guild 
Ilusicians 

Industry, Crafts and General Conimir.it.* 

People 

American-Soviet Friendship and 
Russian T/ar Rcliof Members 
Community Membership - Not Movie 
Industry' Personnel 

paper Branch of Members not Currently 

Active 


20 
26 
29 
*■ 34 
26 
15 
21 
44 

55 


24 

25 
19 

15 

42 

49 


15 


* :r<- 
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The Executive Committee of the Nort.urest Section is composaa of the 
... . following i John Howard Lawson, a motion picture *.vriterj Elizabeth Leach, paid 
organiser' of the Communist Party \ . 'Waldo Salt, a notion picture writer; Margaret 
' Dexuiertt Wills, Secretary at UCBf Studioj Mischa Altman, member of the American 

, Federation of Musicians, Local 47| Louie Harris, free Lanoe metion picture writer j * 


U. W. (5111) Poaerance, Business Representative of Screen Cartoonists Guild; 

Butfaven,’ motion picture writer; and John tfeher, occupation unknown. 

The officers of the Northwest Section 

Organiser, also known as Elisabeth Leach; Uanborship Director, Marjorie J. Fotts, 
also known ae Marjorie Fisko and Marjorie J. MacGregor; Organizational 
Secretary, Marjorie J. potta; Financial and Dues Secretary.. Naomi Robison; . 
Educational Director, Frank I. Rinaldoj people’s YForlf '< Drive Director, Paul 
Perlln.’ Of the above individuals, Baison and Potts are salaried functionaries 
of the Party. The occupation of Robison is .unknown. Frank I. Kinaldo is a 
soreen writer for Paramount Studios and Paul Perlln is a grlpman for Universal 
Studios. 


The known branch functionaries of the tfcrthwesst Section ar n as fcllowsi 


BRANCH A-l» Group Captain and Organizational Seorctary - Robert Lee3, free lance 
motion picture writer. 

5 \ Group Membership Director - Mairioe. Bapf, free lance mction“*picture ; 

'' .1;... writer. ’ 

Group Financial Director - Margaret Englander, occupation unknown. 
Group Press Diroctor - Guy Endoro, free lance nation picture writer. 


BRANCH A-2i Branch Organizer and Group Captain - ialdo Salt, froe la;.ce notion 
picturo writer, presently attached to the D.S. Army Signal Corps. 

’ - Group Membership Director - Kerman Boxer, free lance motion picture 

■ writer.-.' r ■■ •’ • ■; ■ „ 

Group Financial Director - Albert Malta, free lance motion picture 
writer. 

Branch Press Director -Sandra Babb, free lance motion picture writer 
and wife of Cameraman James tfong Howo. 

BRANCH A-3: Group Captain - Alvah Bessio, motion /icturo writer with airier 

Drothors. 

Hembership Director - Glenda Sullivan, occupation unknov:n. 

Group Financial “’Director - Brian Marlow, occupation unknown. 
Educational and Press Director - Paul Trlvars, free lance motion 
picture writer. 

BRANCH B: This branch was reorganized in October, 1943 and its officers wore all 

transferred to other branches. The present officors of the branch 
are unknown. 

"v-BRAfiCH Ct . Organizer - Goldie Bromberg, motion picture actress* 
i-V- • . Membership and Financial Director - Sue Rossan, occupation unknown, -.i 

Press and Literature Director - Bobby McVeig^ occupation unknown. 

BRANCH D:^, Organizer - Francis Nicholson, occupation unknoim. 

Membership Director - Robin Short ,, occupation unknown. 
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Financial Director - Naomi Robison, occupatl 
Educational Director -.Harmon (Ky) Alexander 


on unlrrf»rn T 
, o a coition 


untncwn. 


’Organiser Ed Biberaan, a ere an cartoonist, employed at 7Talt Disney 
StudiOS. v 

. Membership Director - Edirina Pomerance, occupation unknorci. 
Educational Director - Claudia Bublcy, occupation unknown. 

Literary Dixeotor - Dave Hilbennan, Vice President, Cartoonists Guild 
, and employee of Halt Disney Studios. 



BRAJK5H Ft Organizer - Elliott Sullivan, occupation unknown. 

'• ‘ Membership Direator - Gerry Schlein, also known ae Gerry Chanin, 
occupation unknown. 

Financial Director - Helen Levitt, also known as Helen Slote, 
occupation unknown. 

Educational Director - Dorothy Ur is, also kno-m au Dorothy Troo, free 
lance motion picture aotrese. 

PreeB Director - Paul McVeigh, also known as Paul KcVey, occupation 

■ .unknown. ■ " ■' 

• , . « * ... >•»* 


SUBSET *• 1 ’ ' ;* . 

BRAJEHt Organizer - Dan JaTies, free lance motion picture writer. 

(BRANCH Membership Director - Henry Blankfort, motion picture writer with 
G-H) Univareal Gtudios. 

Educational Director - Lillian Skadron, occupation uiiknc wn. 

Finance Director - George Hollgran, Credit Manager for Loa.* 
Association at Twentieth Century Fox Studios. 

V Educational Director — Nora Hallgren, free lance motion picture writer 
Educational Director - Lilith James, occupation unknown. 

. Press Director - Sylvia Blankfort, occupation unknown. 


BRANCH Is Organiser - Margaret Malta, also kn<wm as Margaret Larkin, occupation 
unknown. 

Membership Director - Henriotte Endcne, occupation unknown. 

Financial Director - Ruth Roth, alias Gerry Mentor, occupation unknown 
Educational Director - Sadie Omitz, occupation unknown. 


BRANCH K: Organizer - Vera Harris, occupation unknown. 

Membership and Finance Biroctor - Sue Lawson, bolieved to be the 
wife of John Howard Lawson, occupation unknown. 

Educational Director - Leo Bi gal man, occupation unknown. 



BRANCH N-l» Group Captain - Ruth Weber, occupation unknown. 

Membership Director — Pearl Kamm. 

.. ‘ Finance Director - Helen Jasper, occupation unknown. 

Press Director - Bonnie Claire, occupation unknown.; 
Educational Director. - Bea Winters, also known as && 
• V Solomon, occupation unknown. i* 
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Organizer - Herta Uerkvltz, studio smployee. J 
Group Captain - Ruth Blmkrant,' occupation unknown. 
Educational Director — Dorothy Schuler, occupation unknown. 
Membership Director - Eunice Green, also kncwm as 
Eunice Mindlin, occupation unknown. 


BRANCH 0* Organizer - Carroll Hollister, accompanist of John Charles Thomas , 
and nanber of Local 47 of the Musicians Union, 
y - , .. Membership Director - Samuel Albert, occupation unkncwn, member 

Local 47, Musicians Union. 

Financial Director - Anita Short, alias Ann Price, occupation unknown. 

Educational Director - Henry Roth, alias Lawrence Foster, occupation 
unknown. 

Press and Peoples World Drive Director - Esther Roth, alias 
Loretta Savage, occupation unknown. 


HOLLYWOOD 

BRANCH* Organiser - Ralph Smith, occupation unknown. 

Educational Director - Edward Smith, also known as Edward Small,' 
occupation unknown. 

Press Director - Tassla Freed, occupation unknown. 

Literature Director - Evelyn Shaffer, occupation unknown. 
Chairman Pro Tern - Paul Perlin, gripra&n at Universal Studios. 

BRANCH Si Organizer - Helen Leonard, occupation unknown. 

Membership Director - Tatiana Tuttle, believed to be wife of 
Director Frank Tuttle, occupation unknown. 

Financial Director - Ethel Polletz, occupation unknown. 

• Educational Director — Marie Rinaldo, occupation unknown. 

BRANCH 57* Organizer - Trill ian Levine, occupation unknown. 

Membership Director - Rose Finkle, occupation unknown. 
Legislative Director - Charlotte McClelland, occupation, unknov.-n. 
Literature Id.ro c ter - Gail Jordan, occupation unknown . 

Financial Secretary - Clara Kerchov3ky, ocoupati cn unknown. 


DEAHCKj; As Btated above, this ia a H papor B branch composed of Conminist 

, members of tha Northwest Section who are on leave of absence or 

who for other reasons are inactive. The names of the officers 
of this branch are not known and it is believed that it ias no 
official list of officers due tc the nature of the branch. 


Communist Writers at Various Studios 



•The following writers have been reported as being under contract at 
Metro Goldwyn-lSayer Studios: ■ * 

• *vi 

- •* * ' • v r 

George Beck, member of Branch A-3» 

' Martin Berkeley, member of Branch X j 
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Allan Borat*, Membership and Financial Director 
Riohard Collins, Chairman of Branch A-3. 

Frank lari off. Branch A-3. 

Dalton Trumbo, Branch A-3. 

John Nexley, Branch A-2. 


1 : 

or Branch A-1. 


tJnder contract with Twentieth Century Fox Stud ioa. are the following 
members of the Communist Party* •.*./ 


nine Lardner, JT., Branch A-1. 
Melvin Levy, Branch A-3. 
Robert Keltzer, Branch A-3. 


Under contract vrlth Paramount Pictures, Inc., are tl.o following 

Communist Party members*- ,y * l 


- Maurice Clark, Branch k-3, 

.Lester Cole, Branch Ar-2. 

Robert Lees, Branch A-1. 

Ftark linaldo. Educational Director, Northwest Section. 
TIaldo Salt, Northwest Section Executive Committee. 

A drain Scott, Branch A-2. 

Frank Tuttle, 3ranch A-3. 

John Wexley, Branch A-2. 

Herman Boxer, Branch A-2. 

Albert Malta, Branch A-2. 

, Bess Taff el. Chairman of Branch A-2. 


The Comunist Party mambers employed under contract with V.amer 
Brothers are ns follows: 


Alvah Cecil Bessie, proninont in the Veterans of t>r Abraliau 
Lincoln Brigade, Branch A-3. 

Robert Rossen, member of Branch A-1. 

George Sklar, manber of Branch A-2. 


The itilO Studios have under contract Norton Grant, a uecher of 
Branch A-3. 


Columbia have under contract: 


John Howard Lawson, Northwest faction Executive Committee marJbar. 
.Paul Trivers, Educational Director of Branch A-3. 
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Coargonlat political Aaaoabatlon - 


During tho period Deoeobcr 11-1$, 19Ui, John Willlnaaon, national 
of tho Coaaunist Political Association, visited Los Angelas, 

California and thora conferred with officials, functionaries, and tecbcrs of 
the Coaaunist Political Association in the Los Angelas area. During 
stay in Los Angelos ho spoke before and gave instructions to a nusibar of coa&itteea 
V of the Ceramist Political Association in the Los Angeles area. Proa inforua- 
- tion available it was clear ho dictated the Coaaunist ifoa an it than existed. 

' On Deceabor lb, l?bb, ho addressed a regular weekly Beating of the Loe Angelss 
: County Ceramist Po l it i ca l Association Orgooixatlonal - Educe tion Coanittee. 

Among other things he referred to tho "set-up* of tho Hollywood motion picture 
C. xauuiats, saying that they are very important end should be enphnsiccd. 

Iillian3cn alee ctctod that certain people in Hollywood ehould not to attached 
t* any consunity club, even in a poper community club. He add that the 
eueperinont of the Ccenuniat leadership has oh own that those people cannot bo 
fused Into those clubs bat that they should be given guidance in their \ . . , ; 

special activity in which they can be affective. -a " 

Till lean an oited as an example the Cultural Section in Rev Tork 
City with »hich writers, radio artlota, and stall nrly allied cultural poopla 
were affiliated. Ho stated ho knew those pooplo would never have ccra into 
comrauuity clubs i hawovar, in connection with their naabership record, ho 
eaid that all Coaanniata should be attochod to a club free a technical 
standpoint in order tlmt tharo would bo no double bookkeeping. 

that hie ranarku concerning How fork 
In Bollywood. 


Williaaaan then wont on to soy 
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CO-liUNIST PARTI J£E?,TIERS I?I HOLLYWOOD 



A review of the Cocamrrtst Party charts as suhmitted by the Lcs 
Angeles Field Division for September 1, 1946, reflects that the Hollyrood 
Seotion is under the leadership of the following individuals* 

' „ ' "... . ' ' . 

John Stapp, Section Organizer 

Charles Glenn, Organisational Secretary 
Naomi Robinson, Recording Financial Secretary 
David Robinson, Finance Director 
Adolph Keller, Educational Director 
Jack Flier, Literature Director 
Waldo Salt, Press Director* 

In line with the present program of the Communist Party the former 
large civ be in the Hollywood area have been broken down into twenty-three email 
community and industrial clubs. These clubs are set out as follows} v> . 

Harry potenkin Club 
Charles Flam Club 
David Guest Club 
Roman Bethune Club 
John Brown Club 
Hollywood S.S. Club 
Elizabeth 0. Flynn Club 
Ira Eldridge Club 
Ralph Fox Club 
Holly-Snolan Club 
Art Young Club 
Jack London Club 
Lincoln Club 
Sam Adams Club 
Bob iieltser Club 
Joe Hecht Club 
Carver Special Club 
Merry Club 

Rose Pastor Stokes Club 
John Reed Club 
Dick Flake Club 
Hollywood "S n Club 
Special Professional Club 

1 - 

* 

- It was noted in the Lob Angeles Times for October 1, 1946, ur.der the 

' heading, "Hollywood Had Two Rods Charged, " which stated in part that a Ifetthew 

r ' ; " c ■ 




Eoll, Vic ©-President of the Interna ti ocal photo F.ngin©cro Fnion, as otll as 
of the A2T, it was charged fiat nany Hollywood Btars and script writerc w^re 
supporting Conaunist front organizations . Be warned that unless they cease, 
the public coy picket fila houses on a nationwide basis. The article stated 
that the threat was nade in a signed editorial in the "Aserican ^hoto Engraver, " 
a Trade Unions publication. It stated, "A few years ago, the League of Decency 
was foraod as part of a nationwide protest against iaocral covies" but he said, 
"!*otfcn picture houses in a score of cities were picketed, box office receipts 
dropped tnd the Mayo Office o topped in to clean up a disagreeable situation." 

toll wrote that unless the fila industry takes icu-cdiato tixpa, 
a slcdLlar public reaction may this tire be directed ''against cany high-salaried 
stare and script writers who are part of the Communist Fifth column in Ancrlca." 

Soil further ohargwd that Hollywood today is "the third largest 
Coeasuniot Center in tho United Stateo." Ho also said tisnt "playing at 
revolution seers to justify the possession cf o switr.ing pool and improves 
t'uj taste of astrakhan, caviar and tho feel of Russian sables." 

Soli urged that Eric Johnson, Chairman of the i&t'on Picture 
Froducors Association, taro stops r to root out all Fifth Colunnists and fellow 
travellers free, the capital of America." 



J 


(Movember 14, 1946, through February 1A 1947) 


According to confidential informant of the 

Loa Angeiea Field Ulvlaion^tn^^^^^^^ays hae indicated a noticeable 
cnange taking place in the tactical lines and methods of all operations of the 
boom unis t Party and Communists In tne United States. He indicated that 
apparently becauee of the wave of expoeures of Individual Communists, Party 
line followers in governmental. and other circles, the broad campaign of attack 
on Communism, the work of Communists in the press, other means of public 
information, and anticipating. and recognizing the results the Communist Party 
is changing its method of operations and tactics to meet these conditions. 

Some of the foraer out-spoken leaders of tne Conmunists and Conr.uniet sympathisers, 
according tcJH^^^have been drawn back to lees important positions and nave 
lese to say o^nly In Communist affairs while thoee who have not bee*. So active 
.or eo well known are being forced to the front to carry on the progr^s, not 
ae Communists but camouflaged as "liberals" and "progress ivee." 

[indicated these Communists and trusted sympathisers are even . ' * 
‘boring within J the Anti-Coaoauniet movement with the object in view of taking 
over that movement and directing it to the less harmful channel. Tne result is 
tnat Communists are attacking themselves but not sufficiently vigorous. enough to be 
basically harmful to themselves or their movements. He nas advised that t*. ese 
taotica which permit Conmunir ts to attack themselves to a limited extent, are 
laid down in the Leninist School of "Strategy and Tactics." 




iates that as this new line is adopted tne Communists in the 

HollywoSTnWTWn Picture Industry are entrenching more and more into the 
Industry in high positions. Instant Communists and sympathizers are being 
elevated to poeitior.s where they can wield influence on content of pictures 
and employment of individuals. These parties are put into these positions 
with the knowledge of their previous activities and tney are put into these 
positions by tne top procucers themselves. 




also related that it is becoming more ar.d more apparent that 
are using permanent sympathizers in the motion picture industry 


tne Comm 

t. further the policiee of the Communist Party. He stated that by using 
persona of hl^^s^nuing and influence it hoped to cover up tneir real Communist 
connections fflH^indlcated that the following top producers have over a period 
of years iic^onT^e:- ployed Communists, some of w.iich wore notoriously* xnoiTn 
Communists, but have protected tnem whenever tneir nam.s or reputations have 
beer* exposed to public notice: 

Walter .Anger 
David Selznick 

Samuel Ooldwyn - 

Charles Chaplain, 

larner Brothers . - 
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|jjft.ndicated that the foregoing producers, of cjrrse-, exercise a 
TniTuence on the trend of the notion picture industry* In addition, 
d that there are several outside organizations financed by large 


contributions from the Hollywood motion picture industry whlph cooperates in 
tnis support and protection. Those organizations are: 


Southland Jewish Organization 
B'Hai B’rith 

International loriters Order 
Jewish Labor Council 
Mobilization for Democracy 

Angeles County Democratic Central Ccrasdttee 
Beverly-fc'cstwood Democratic Committee 


He stated that taere are also other small groups of the ssx:e nature 
which are controlled by the sane typs of individuals. This combination of 
the inside of the motion pictureindustry with these outside influences, both 
of like character, according taflflH^ is most successful in protecting the work 
of the Communists in the film iSu^ry and the use of that industry's prestige 
and influence for their purposes. 


He relatod that the evils of th_s situation are becoming so apparent 
that comc-ent tnoreon is oscoming noticeable even witnin the industry itself 
by those who are opposed thereto. Evidence of this is a recent editorial, 
December 3, 1946, appearing in the "Hollywood Reporter," a daily publication 
and trade,. paper. Excerpts from this editorial are as follows: 


"fe don't think that any one of you would uccuse any of cur 
studio heads or their direct executive assistants of being 'Commies.' 
Still, on the other hand, they are not only employing but actually 
pampering 'Commies ' in their studios, particularly those writers 
wno are out-and-out members, party-liners or fellow travellers. 

Tney are entrusting to those writers the creation of their scrapie, 
jy>u..IkCl tnat tnose babies will do juixTiiiBG at AKI HH£ to put over 
a point in their creations to further the cause of kcsccw in thus ■ 
country or any other place ".here our pictures are shown - meaning 
the whole tcrld... 


■Ithy are our studios hiring so many 'Commies' who are known 
part; members? l*e asked a prominent studio head that question 
today and this was his reply: 'we need writers, good writers. I 

don't care if the fellow is a ■ Commie" or not; if he can write, if 
he con do xne Job na want. I'll hire him. If I don't, some otner 
studio will grab him and give him an assignment.'" 


In referring to this a rt^jUi quoted above, in particular the state- 
ment of the unkn own studio head, ^^^J^bta ted that he believes that tho statement 
is most questionable relating tha^^ne fact is there are many capable writers 
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-i. Hollywood cuo are cot ,J.ven an opportunity because they ar9 net a port of 
tne Cor. a mist combine or because they have opposed Comnunis t influence* The 
citeu il'itfcrs duiid ic completely dominated uy CorTiuni ots end Coen unis t 
CvUipath-zers and to a ltige ei-ent deterrinoS nho works when uau where*; and 
•n o otion picture producers are not only a..art oi tim situation, bat do not 
u. puCfc . t» 


The whole situation 'bowls down to this* The producers oi motion, 
pictures in Hollywood could cl:.an up these conditions w.u never they e s fit. 
They Just do not do so. There is no recorded instance whiic the Eoilj .etc 
motion picture industry or any of ir.s top influential inoivii.as.lt nav. ever 
denounced Cost, unisn or Corrour dsts, Basically, tnay aie " interna tionul-sts." 
l cause .>f th.s , according the actwviti s oi tne C jimurdsts an- clndr 

s.-mpathws-rs who do tae raj. the cans., i..cr_a_e <. a,. oy jay :ri tu a deed 

iu. luenco in air aupart.c-.uu5 ru t-ae- loviu-n pi.ct.ur ; Ir.wU.-tiy . 


.Lei etoio i e jeSii 


■. c r ueb ..iUXu tne 1 o w . , . 
cx u rsir,€^cuvu in Court uni et circles and front act- vi tics but aie ritv. ^eing 
sipped into the background in line with tne program. He rei - ted some cf tm.n 
■ i'tt : John fcv.arc Lawson, Lelxer Jergcar., Kooert Rosscn, I.ertor Cole, mruld 

-nlr.nson, ud.r -rd ‘iussa. Prances Vi 3 iiugton, ar.o mroeit J.'bcrr.an. Rerocrt K. 
ov.rrell , Lh: C.-^runint leader of *-.;ie Coni.r.nce of Studio undone, n ‘ r . still 
in ‘.i.ut p.,si.iwj! _s n.'t'i..' ids u. -. r v.i ii an unkno".. r.U"'u .. ■; e\ iron. 




0 









A3 a result of a specific request aide of the ics Angeles Field 
Liviaicn to furnish the Pureau with an up-tc-datc report on the. Ccmuniots 
activo within the notion picture industry, tfco following information rms 
obtained, addeh inferaotien rr.c sccired b y the los Angeles live, cl or. 

thrcurrl. c.nfider-t.ini infemarte 



Z. CCTi'UMIST CSaWflSATICl^' IS ISIS bCTICS FICTUPS 

DPJU 3 TRX 


Prior to the dissolution of the CP-US.\ nearly all of tha Cawuurdsts 
itfto were employed ir ths roticn picture industry (as usll as the radio in- 
dustry) were renters of t vns known us the northwest _i abler, of etc Lee 
.■'.nicies fornty Ccrrtur.iat Parti', unich fer the root part r-o zr^tr.i -rd on a 
craft rr industrial basis. Thun, cnployr tnt do'/ mired h. ,c irrr ' r.hic'n 
a particular Comrurdst was assigned. Ko.vsver, provision * - as made for the vives 
and husbands cf those en ployed in the radio or fair: industry to be ir eluded 
in the horthifcst Section and thus the total membership of Ihe Korthwsst Sc-etion 
did rot at all times accurately measure the Conronlst infiltration into the 
notion picture industry. 


Although the Lor threat Section v.ic reorganized it ■. .r'. 
yri ';h!ri the tor.ticr. to r.Vurr with a short descriptl ' r, of t: 


ti- 
' arc 


: i rw»»- * * 
. <>. .. » 


I tun 

. fc . 


" ■ A i _ 


Branch 

X 

Tnritors 1 branch 

This was divided ante ‘1, ;■!_ and t . 3 to 
acccr.odata writers Ln three different 
Ceographic.nl are no. 

Pa* inch 

B 

Corrranity brench 

There rrcro at first several d.roc Trs 



(Hollywood vicinity) 

in t!is branch; hcv-var, the,/ r-erc later 
transforred to Ib-ar.oh *. 

Branch 


Ccrwutcrs branch 

“'overly Pi'l3 ..et-.eod area. 

-.'ranch 


I ladle brunch 

V —> •_ v* rlt . — i - j .. . . v 1 ■ -■- _> U . 

cryl yi:o . ri ' he inu:.. -.:y. 

Ibnnch 


far tccr.istc, designers, 


“ranch 


ictors md actresses 


Brunch 

/*» 

C ctT'.un ity bran chc 3 


Branch 

I 

Cana unity branch 


Branch 

*/ 

Comunity brunch 


.'.r inch 

L 

Writers * branch 

ployed in t ::a rollon picturi studios, as 
screen story analysts. 

■h ranch 

• ♦ 


This was cut. uccu c.'.iefay of r •; t ..re of ■ 


j lav : n 
Lu :d 
KlcnoTT 

rot.cn 

. ra<-y 

t :n 

3 .r 


hen ion 
Peru- 


Screen Office Employees Guild r.-ldch wac a. 
gonizod 10 Lar/aLu collectively for secre- 
taries, steno;TT phors, etc. in the- studio: 
and which h;s p ince been succeeded by the 
Office br.-loyeer: 1 Internet:, c/vl drd.cn. 
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Branch o 
Branch • 


h'uaicians Hollywood 
branch 


Branch 


(Cocmunity branch) 

This branch was composed of people who 
had been active in the Russian V;'ar Be- 
lief and other Russian groups. 

This branch is the so-called ’’paper” 
branch which sas composed of Cc- runlets 
in the notion picture industry who were 
either out of town or unavailable or un- 
willing to risk aeir.bership in ether branch- 
es. This contained numerous prominent di- 
rectors and producers, and unliKe otner 
branches did net have- regular meetings 
and did not have dcloratcs and officers 
sent to such a Tull's -.s the County Con- 
vert icn. 


Cifltunl 


In Dec enter 1?’.'; 
Groups in what wus 


the erthwest lection ~\s 
then tho Cl' 1 were set up. 


dissolved and a number of 
There groups . era kncun 


ao: 


I ilshire-I airfax Cultural Croup 
Devcrly-- ran!:lir. Cultural Croup 
iio llywcod C.'ltur;! Group 
irt.ii Coltur.il •-•roup 
", c o tTO od C vl t ur . \ 1 o roup 
fast Hollywood Cultural Group 
Forth Hollywood Cultural Group 
63th A.U. Cultural Group 

Special Hollywood Vis cell ana ous Cultural Group 
5?th \.D. kiccollanocua Cultural Croup 
Forth Hollywood !' iscellaneous Cultural Grcup 
’ p ; eel 1 ' r^ny (which corresponded 1 ••• "ranch in the eld 
“erf :• t Cceti ' n ' 


There were also a number of Co-.rur?ic‘ s in the r.wticn •. i enure 
fito during the days of the ff-' '^ere assigned to the ^en Irvriilir. hr .up, 
vras organized in tho l6th Congressional District, <:ich ir thy "evenly 
.'ectwroo, and "rentweyd district. 


indui. try 
which 

• 'i lio j 


The iic groups "'ore also known by number n:vi thus 
r-iltural ('roup ’.-ig kr.c-r. nr Croup lumber 1, etc. 


he i - i Is hi re- P'a in f ex 


' hen the C’’ f I'St, ms re or pari zed the 
division consisted of 10 sections, one cf wnicii • 
For a few months following the reorganization of 


Forty ;r ir .tus in tee LA Fit 
an trie holly weed lection, 
the C?, the Cc^rrunists 
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in the notion picture industry wer© not identified with this Section, inasmuch 
as it was a Corraunity Section and tho Cor&unists in the notion picture industry 
. io organized into various croups euch ns the Duclos Club, the Davis Club, etc. 

However, in October 1915 for "security and efficiency of operation in 
furthering tha forty progress" all Corr -uniats in the Hollywood area, regardless 
of •.•■•here they worked, together with all CoT-scunists e- ployed in the action pic- 
ture and radio industry, regardless of where they lived, were organised into 
one over-all Section known as tho Hollywood Section, Apparently the risk of 
exposure becarao too great because in July 1916 the Uollywocc Section >-aa again 
reorganized for the pur cose of security and is presently in throe sub-sections j 
Connrunity, Industrial, and Cultural Sub factions. The Cornur.ity Cub f, ecticr; 
is copnocad of Cccminiets residing in the Hollywood area but who are net employed 
in the motion picture industry. The Industrial Cub Section is ccr»poz.?d of tnese 
employed In ti.o "Otion picture industry in a cruft or trade. The fuliural Sub 
wcctlon it mdo up of those Corrunists in the Hollywood Section -ho '.re creative. 
TIvuso arc known as the cultural workers in 'ho Corrunist i-rruy. 

On Catcher 30, 1916 the eritlre Kollywccd Section h .d 7^3 ccubcre and 
inasmuch as there were npproxi.Tr.tely 350 aesbers in tho Comunity rub Section 
there arc thus approxicately 375 Corrunists who aro identified ir. the rcticr. 
picture ai.-ti radio industries. 


’ho Hollywood ucctivu 


lac Cor ru'iity 


Cocticn, t 


is broken ; 
!■. iciu 'ire 


n irtc 


arc 


the Jr.dust: i:.l sub Sect. .r. (tier: 


a-- 3 


inUurtrJa. 1 - or indubtry-v-.Lde grains and 5 
and 15 Cultural Groups, for security reasons i 


;hop units it ve 1 our i *. .■ lies } , 
lure is rc over-all Cjc'-ior; 


Council but there is a Hollywood Section Committee composed cf member;. of the 
f. rc© cub sections and each sub section has in turn a sub section fbtiir.xui's 
Council 'tch rents bimonthly. Ihus there is only a limited a.- cant cf esuu el- 
ation bet'.'een the numbers of the various sub cecticns. 


recently a confidential source who 
Cc.r-ur.ict bsrty mdc available a diagram of 
weed area, which is reproduced as fcllovrr: 


had acccrn to tro roccrde 
tho Party structure in t.:- 5 


the 

ally- 


CCUHT7 P^GX/.-'-TL'.T' 

LlAIfCK 

The Hollyrcod Section Or- 
ganizer - jour: ltag: 

•lou.r ccr r; 'r:TC'' '•c" v T7rs: 

Composed of tha organiser in.i crpzwizn tic-mi 
aecrei.'.ri of each sub orcticn - 6 renders 


go- -unity „ uh Section 
olubo clubs clubs 


Industrial Sub Section 
clubs clubs clubs 


Cultural Sub 1 'action 
clubs cl etc clubs 


— xt. — 


V"- 









The Consunity Sub Section la lorg* ly unde up of foople residing in the 
[oed area and has a membership of approximately 350* wie Industrial Pub 
*cr the Party is open for membership to the craft groups (painters, 
electricians, etc., cutters, cameramen, property men, unlcn ^functionaries in 
:.ollywocd unions, analysts, publicists, assistant directors,' office workers, 
musicians, and cartoonists.) 

The basic structure of the Cultural Sub Section is the Craft Branch. 
Thor* is a badio Branch, an Actors' Branch, feur geographical sub divisions of 
a riter-Bircctor-rroducer Branch, and a branch for entertainers tnd t he i r wives 
cr husbands cf Camunlsts employed in the motion picture industry which are bandied 
on an "individual basis, first upon their interests and secondly upon their work.'’ 
There ie to he no rteciunical placement, fhercforc, oven the Ccltur.il fub Section 
of the ; arty 1? ;s scac rer. burs in it who ora not employed in the :cot*o.. picture 
inuustry. Many of the lesser people in the notion picture industry nave been 
transferred ineo the various Community Groups vrherevor they resida ar-i ooas 
still meet as a separata group attached to the Corcunity Branch in the neighbor- 
hood in which tiwy live. It is oeiievod that there are approximately 350 Ber- 
bers in the Industrial and Cultural Sub Sections. Thus far tn- Co;:runist8 have 
been able to establish eaop units t Universal, icramount, '"11, BftC, and Columbia 
f vadics. 


•:T17Y •" :.T; ; Cf 


r o • u.is.s 


. lO 


I. 


The following list of Ccmnunist3 is limited to these dire: ily employed 
in the motion picture industry and does not induce the husband cr *iie cf one 
so omployed, Camnunists in the radio industry, Communist labor leaders: in Bolly- 
wood, and industry publicists, agents, business canagcrs, etc., most of whose, 
although not directly employed in the ’-oticn picture Industry, are members cf 
cither the Industrial or Cultural Sub Section of the Hollywood Section cf the 
Hollywood Communist party. 


l’o>, - /or probable it may be th*t actors ouch as Charles C -'flin and 
John car field, witi: alias Jacob farfinkcl, and writers such as Clifford Clots 
ar.b Ben Techt rvjy be members of the Communist Party, they have r.ot beer, identi- 
fied as such in th-ic report, ^lmismuch as into c is nc documentary evidence to 
support the identification. It should be emphasized that for each person identi- 
fied in this section a3 a Communist the identification is busod upon documentary 
evidence ~'.ich is IdgLly reliable, although prob-bly inadmissible, or the idacti- 
ficition is basec on the wore of i reliablo informant. 


It Is difficult tc list accurately the employer of each Co.urunist in 
tho notion picture industry, since most cf the Cultural workers in tne industry 
. :c. lanco frcra studio to studio, and it is not at all uncerson for an actor 


f 
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to be employed by three or four different studios in one ye 


It should be noted that the branch. affi^atior^fJ^cV^o^u^n^ie 
set forth, inasmuch as paid 

boa recently advised that the names of the various branches ; navrtlor, changed 
and although tho LA office is in possession of a complete list of these branehee 
the exact branch of each Communist in the motion picture industry is not im- 
mediately available. 

agents the Loa Angeles 

Field Llvis^^prof^&^Th^recora^o^^^abev^^Tson , .‘ember ship Director 
of the Northwest Section of the L 03 Angeles County Cocrunist Party. Through 
this technique an analysis: has been made available of the occupations of 
the Conruinirts rithin the motion picture industry. It is believed Loot this 
analysis van nearly complete at the time the source cade it availablr and it 
reflects an occupational breakdown as foil ora: 

Producere - 5 

Directors and Asaistant Directors - 10 
Writers - 82 

Actors and Entertainers - 44 
Vus r 'ians - 31 
Stor-- Analysts - 5 
Film Cutters - 4 

’'iscclleneous Professional and Crafts (painters, electricians, 
office workers, etc.) - 40 

Set forth in the following alphabetical list as obtained through a 
..highly confidential technique or a reliable confidential informant ore* 

Producers - 5 

Directors and Assistant Directors - 11 

T riters - 119 

Actors - 71 

‘hisicians - 37 

Analysts - 12 

Artists - 7 

Publicists - 6 

Film editors - 2 

Cameramen - 2 

Viced laneous professional and crafts (painters, 
electricians, office workers, etc.) - 16 


hA'.T 

" A"L C R^ Lulla, aka In 11a 
Rosenfeld 
AL3ERT, Doris 
ALBERT, Sam 
ALEXANDER, Vuriel 
ALLEN, Dede 
■ Vli 

A'*' 


OCCUPATION 

Actress 

Ihiaician 
•Hisician 
Triter 
Film Tditor 


e •picr-i 

Free lance 

Free lance 

TO. 4 : 

Free lance 
Columbia 
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3*BB, SoodiPe 
'IftCKOS, Georgia,' akallrs.' ”T Anfisa ;~ T 
3- ftonua AnJr*oAy> ~ -..^ 

. >. ■ 1 ■ 11 .. 1 ■■ 1 1 1 fli! l ■ ^*- -v _...■; .. . -, 

.aisafjw, Ban _. ..^ 4 . writer .; 

Tjuans, imS^rrrrTrtttf 
BAWFS1D, Franco* - • Writer 7 ' 

BEARD, Cecil - ■ ■ . ■ ~ -—-^--Artist 7- ~ 

RECX, Oearge 77T V'^V‘^ r : Writer 7I 
PSLA, Wlcholao Writer ' 

SEKGAL, 3EH '- . Writer 

BEJK*?, klk* '7 74*1 tor ~>:~ 

37PCOTTCT, Frances ~7777.-~ Writer -7? 
na»C07XCr, Leonardo Writer 

BKRQfcAH, Helaar _ — Electrical 

BESKELEI, Uartin 7 te*it«r 


lance- 

£~ tree lance 

,****.:: 




BUi-.BSCfl, George 
8 ESRT, Gladys 
P 5 EFI, Jack 
PESSB, ftlvnh 
ITSSIE, Helen 
Bi :VLRU, Helen, eke 
Helen Cobb 
BIBERICAN, ~d*ard 
BHJIKaA.II, Herbert 
BIEKTtL, Virginia 
•SKKKRAFT, Art her 
3 IK 0 HIST, miien - 
BL'HCB'HD, Robert - 
BS AKIFtPT, Henry 
BLOCH, Ealnco - 
CLOWETZ, Bill i- 
BCHlSi:, Soaaa 
tt*DAOES, Am 
IXrgTZ, Allen 
BOXER, Kenan 
P. ‘SD, Phoebe, oka J 
fernowaky 
BT.AUH, Inrtn 1=1 
BMiSES, Dorothy 
PODGES, Uoyd . 
2 ~CH 2 £PG, Joseph ^ 
DTCN SOT, * altar 
TRCJSyDA, Waurice 
BROW. Vlrclnia 


aka ffcoobe 


Actor 

Actreee 

Director 

rriter 

Writer 

Actress 

Artist 
Director 
Writer 
Writer 
Writer 
Artist 7; 
Writer 
Fusician 
.Publicist 
Actor ‘ 1 
Writer / 
VTriter . 
Writer f 
Actress 

Writer ^ 

Actress - 

Actor . 1 

Actor 

Writer 

Musician 

Artist 


™^r-‘rreriince z.rrr.T 

Free lance ‘ v * " 

— Tu~ >alt Disney Studios — 

■ \^r*r 7; toJtaabi* ~7- 77 \ v- .< ?■ 

7. Free lance _*•; . 7- jj*-* 

- Ronogra* 'Wjpjr . 
free lance 7- - - -7 

- Free^ce;^^'^':; 

. free lance* •• 

: Paramount T 

- ■ • ' : - FTse lanes 77 

Free lenos -« ~ -,J4 
Free lsnoe 

Par am o unt ■■■■■'—' 

tamer Brothers 
Free lance 

f ree lance - - - _■ 

free lance 
; RFC 

Free lance 
7 i Columbia 
1 J j Free lanes 

■ "J * Walt Disney Studios 

' / ■ Cnivsrael V 

* f f' Twoatleth Century Fox 
United Artict ;.i . 7 - - 
;. i } 7 1!® •; . r . . ; 

f 1 •• ,«ree lanes 
- ' BKO 

■ s J, J “ Free lance ' ‘7 

• - Free lance • - • 


’Trae lance 
~Fre# lsnoe 
*ree lance 
Free lance 
Free lance 
MGM 

Free lance 


'■# *■- 










__ 1 st at** 


WaT, « Lli ■■■Hiwf.'j. I 


r^»saa 

>klfe,-g«f» «*FMgr sS£.'a. ~’ _ 

-1ES2* ^!*“ -w. »re •***£•• 
_«■ BOCau Jwa ~-%.-~A*t»eee 

■ - " > 't'' *?*- ■ ■ , ’ «■*' V* - .’- - t'- V •,**»» V' "v-, ^ I Jr >j 




?*£**&: 


-, jtj'.- -? ^ ar 

C*«tury fat., 

"* •'• r^ri- err* 




P|TWJ4£rUIii 


» :.~ i- 

”V- • 


*»V ■’* ^ir*** * • 1 V kj* * * »V ^ 

onOTOHZ/Varrts „ 
CARO, Jacobin# : , " 
CARTER, Georg# f.tr. 
ClUMMBLAH, Boiwt 
CBAIflB, Gerry, tka 
Oerry flcblein - 
CHAFSAI, Oerie* 
CHAFVaR, Thane ' 
C.TRISTLirD, Don 
CLARK, Vaurtce 
COBB, Helen 
COBB, Lee 
rcLF, Lea tor 
cOI£S, Bet 
CCILIBS, UTBA 
CCLID®, Richard . 
COLLIS, Jam 
catrBGCF.E, Dorothy 
ctaPirOT, Dorothy 
'CCUriRSQ, Uanuel 
CCREI, George ...~f 

DAGGETT, Chsrloa 
CAGLE, Alfred s .' 
DA SILVA, Howard 
D ASS IS, Julee' --- 
BAVIS, Uark T s.:s. 
DT FIORE, Uu 
DT 5DAL5, Howard ' 
KOnEXK,. Edward 




free lane* 


m ■■ - «T: - ’ ,r - • * *‘* C lH* ~ ‘ ' 




ELISCU, Edward 
ELLIOTT, Keith 
ELLIS, Very Jo 
EiDCHE, Ouy 




> 7. t 'k -jJj *-■' " 7 • - ■ S^VS t*A£?*rV- r^«w 1 j 

£§tefe 

* * p ■•’ -- Actreaa ' •■••' 

L^u. : fc-iter : 11 
- A«tar rir^c^ 

_. r _^r ' Actreae --T 

.?*- '• T -•■- > ’rV> 

V ' 1 Story analyst >' 

^ Story analyst - 

fcusidan 

Vriter 

Actreae 

Actor 

Writer 

Musician . 

Actress 

Irltar 

Uoalolan --J 

Actreaa 

Musician 

Ifusiciaa 

Iriter 


Publicist 

Electrician t : * - 

ACtOr Tsrr« f ,. r . ,.U i 

Director 1 T : - J 
Writer r * £ 

Iteelcian ' , f 

Viter -!-• •* *-«!•- 

Director ^ . 

' '■ > -■ . vjm>. - — 

* - ' *- - -^irag^: c t 

Viter -.• 

Secretary 

Actreaa 

Writer 


Columbia 


* . - -'w- 

-v -'iV 

'AC.-.-.- 


, ^ 1“ ■ 

- j" , 


lanoa 


■->. Fm lance ^ 

' ; v V. 

1' flrw lanoe ' 

lamer Brothers -• 

Twentieth Century For 
Free lance : 

Free lince ,L„ . . 

Twentieth Century "cat . 

TCK 

Free lance - . ■-'- - 

Free lance 
' BOM - 

Free lance " 

-RED . 1 • 

I Free lance *>_ ’ 

I Free l a n ce 1 . -1 — '.*■ 

I fioluabia ' ^ .'£■ -;j 2 ;v : ' - 

i A ._ r. - .S'" -• - • • ’"1' Avl ' 

: toiuebia- - ^T"l -■ •-:' l.’„ 

veu 

f liParaarent ; ^ T-'- ■ - r ' : V';l" : "'’ 

: Mark Helling er f redact Ions 
T'tfm lance . -' ^ ■- ■ ■ ~ .; 


Free lance 
WtO ^ 

WD : > > «> 

Free lahoe 
Republic 
Free lance 
free lance 
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mR 


e as 


l«r. 


mppsiippi’ 


-as* 


u. »«. 


r^UC4^iUU| _ 

■ r Mrs, Philip TSg&er •;* */:•— -v--'—-; 

mLLai, U*t«r ~ Wrsctcr ^ 

“OLhAOii j ill t ■ ■ .- — Astrsss -• -- • ?• . w. Jfru lwwt - _ » : ^’ 

* qilbbit, jodr :43-,-,tJ T;;^ 1". 

<JUS &, : led .r -XXiji * •:* , ~v:;0«fcce :*4V^, - ipjr^v **es lane* \ 4, - ; _ < s %.,>;. 

00 FT, Lloyd -p-' " . • '-- - Actor • •- Jofao Qurfltld Productions ' - 

G0L0BERQ# Martha Musician ~ ' - — Fru lanes ■— — • 7, _ - p - 

OOlDMJlTT. Surltit Huai rrlan y mn 1 n nr* - ■• -■ ■ ■ •- ■ >-• - - - . 


OCflDCM, luirl ■ --^ -^ --^ - ^ Publicist . -sL.. Paramount 

0CRD0H, Don , -iVs r p : p Analyst Paramount , { : '\ -' : 

GCRHET, Jhjr m' : . \:.A . _ Iritsr-pcroduosr" ■ t V, . Columbia >, , ^ "i'- '^$ r ' 

««n, suir» .i^y,^; ftdtsr >/•.*=; ,U ^ ftrse lanes 

i siir v _ rmuY - ^ - - • *-— invrFr * y ">* * r ran isivs 

IBAIT/Dnld ' : ; .«ritar A*. £ r - jfcL ■ \ } '--> * — ■»- — ' -•* : ** ^ 


xi 


Trm lanes; 




:,/ C. _ .ir 


BCLUJD., Ton 


ooitaaci. ’ -J^ ; ^ maidan - 
act* Musician T" ' 

aaara '"%f\:^--- * Musician 
Claudia * - TV - Artist : ' - : - - 

f - ;*. ’ , -W *Si " ,i«i» li 1’ 45 


.->■.. .T . - 
-*■1 . , ,- ,. 


Uni^srsal > 
Par aaount 
Pros lanes 


TTss lanes 




Prss lanes 
Pres lanes 













tm 

~~s£s£z c : 

•"^•- jv'FS, tuutr 
- — jafsuc©, ?w& 
l.. -.>v~ &SPHI, Helen 


w,xi a/-~— 

35*TT - ■I'lw 

r » » 




KAEISH, "Haa 
XABH, Cardan 
KaTZ, Helen 
KLBWII, Jeez 

VTTTT»e W4f 



1 .n>^ ^3 m-3 -W’ i " 1" ■ ' J Ur 1 -j . ^ 

r~. ■ ■ .- - ■' ■ •. — • 35fe.=-.rri^F* ■’ ~ 

rjr ~' < TMfW -* “ 



auinjji, DWBBI 

mtXUI, Viator 
KINO, Don -**"■- 
1C AFT, ^ r aan 


Assistant Director 
Ibriter 
Actress - 
Actriu 
"Actor 
Publicist 
JRriter _ 


IKO . . 
ffM i»OO0: 


ft**# laDCS 

Free 1 mr> 7. ‘ 7±. 
Sals nick International 
_^re# ; Oaae«.-- 


LMJAR, Trnean 
LA MO, David 
LA FEWER, Ring Jt, ~ 
Lit SCO, John H oward 
U3FEKCE, Ware 
LEE, Canada *; 
LIES, Robert 
L3KBEKT, Isabel 
UOSUER, Herbert 
tc\iX t Kelvin 
LET IS, Herbert Clyde 
LETDA, Jay 
LLCID, Korean 
LOO AW, Husphroy 
HcHCCH, Kitty 
fccVEIL, Allan D. 
MoTEIDH, Paul j- 
UAES, S leone 
HAULER, Lillie 
HALTZ, Albert •*: 
HAKOJT, Arnold 
KARLWE, Brian 
CASOR, Kata 
2ATTISOT, Hatttts 
MAZER, Eqy v -# 
VFiDGW, Leon- 
MFXTZER, Saul Louis 
iOUS, mitoa 
KILLER, Joto : ~ 
? f n.!.W, Patricia 


Electrician 
Writer 
.Writer 
Writer > 
Actor 
Actor 
Writer 
Writer 
Jiueician 
Writer 
Writer 
Writer 
Actor 
Actor 
Actraaa 
Analyst 
Actor 
Analyat 
kusiciaa 
'Enter 
lirlter : £ 
Writer 
Actress 


' '< f ‘ "- 1 "; - 


'si* 


JJH3 

nzo •, «. 

Teentiath Century Fox 
Free lance 
Onivereal 
free lance 

Coluaibia - - - ■ ~ 

Uf\ 




7 


t ri -r- 

-A v 


J 

? 


i ,r Paramount. 


EKO 

Colmabla 
RIO 

.■raraacunt . 

Free lance 
Free lance 
rtree lance 
Qnlve real 
Free lance ' 
(Paramount T 
! Free lance' 

Warner SrotheiV • • 


Twentieth Cent ary Foa 


...v 


r.-, <4.. 
J -: x 7 


Analyst 

l 

; JN £ Jfttrnsr Brother* 

.Actor 

i 

*v. 'Freelance - 

7 writer 

. yr< v>'’ 

■ 7 iT*free lance ***** 

Writer 


— - Farmoimt — 

Writer 

. - s L a; 

Free lance 

-- Actor -■ 

Sr 


Actress 


Free Lince 




• 20 - 




WSOBti 

"r aLJ... : c ~: 1 . ‘ j g &E^ e . 

-/***tne*^ *. wv V **9 ¥ * _. .- . * - tk ^ **«£ 

1SRUGT, fcarsft Aka 

■•■ vW Karen 7lcop ~ - si, 

aosv^fcdt •■" 

.-. *ro<s, A 1 

liX'SS, Barbara - ■ — 
urns, Henry . • “ 

’ -JELSCN, Ruth .- • •’■ 

1 ■ fiicncus, Geraldine 

OFTXEP, Herbert *■ 
CRBITZ, 3am ' T 
PALEI, Stanley 
PARKS, Larry 
P5BLIH, Paul - 
PHILIPS, Peggy 
PIKE, Las 
P3LCH5KT, Ahrahaa 
r ACTET, Stanley 
InlVtL, Ludon 

FAIT, Waurloe 
KAVITCH, Erring 
REID, Arnold . - • 

PKVIRE, Anne 

Fein© its, jack 
*• ICHAEDS, Robert U — 
fclCH-'.r.DSCjl, Carolyn 
wiCHAKDSSfi, V5elonIs 
: £C!jT DS'JJ, ^Lilian L. 
F INALDO, Fredsrio 
KIPPS, Harry 
KTVEr, Joerney ' “ 
KIVD?, W« L. 

FCBIMSOE, Earl 
r < 03 ms ok, jtarr r ~ -■■ 
POBSOM, David . v v 
WOLFE, Qdi 
r.crATCO, Amelia 
RCTH, Esther ^ - 

FOTU, Homy ' - 

b CSS EH, Kobert 
F0T3TEIH, Kerrsan 


-Analyst i 
writer 

^ fw ~ 


, Actress 
Fpbduoar 


Secretary 

.51 ter n ' -'r-r'-m 

Actress - •”•• 

Actress 

Musician ' r ... 

Writer 
Writer 
Actor - 

Laborer -TV— '■ 
Writer ■ 

Writer 

rrttcr 

Actor 

Actor 

Enter 

Writer 

Writer 

Actreas 

Technician 
Writer 
Huaidaa 
Actress 
Actress 
Writer r - * 
Technician 1 -^s- 

■ Writor ? ' 

wnter ? - — 
Casposer A ■nsicisn 
pameraaan 
* , Analyst ’V*. 

„ Writer 
Actress 
- Musician •-.=■* 

ku si clan 

Writer 

Director 


Free Itrnm^S • „4r ~ 
^..•raxamounv 

- Universal ■ — 

~uq 

Warner Brothers'. r - 
Frm lanes ™ ' ■— 

Prse lanes _ 

*r#e lanes £ r ■; • •- ‘P 
Trot lanes : 

Columbia ’■ r ^ r ~ ' 4 

r Universal - '. 

free lane© 

FWss lanes - - __ 

Universal 

Twentioth Cent-ory Fox 
Free lance 

-rfV'.. 

Warner Brothers 
MO V. 

Free lance ' ' " - 

UGW 

Technicolor Studios 
froc lanes 

Frso lanes • . . , a V. - 
Froo lance 
■Free lance 

Paramount r ; :r '' 

Technicolor Studios ^ ^ ^ 
Free lance 
Coluabia 

noat .... _ ”... - 

Coluabia ^ ; ■; "u: ~ * 

BEO 

Tree lance _ / t * 

i-Vec lance , tr ; " 

. Pros lanes . j. ^ 

Twentieth Century Foot 
John Garfield Productions 
Coluabia 


.*«*- r. 






. SAMUELS, Karngr 
3‘wnctL, 

"*A2»DELL, Gecrg*^ 4&SL - 

Senford, John — — — ~ 

Sanford, Bargusrits * 
Saitly Oscar “ t -“*■ 
SCHAmL, Over;* " V > a 
SCnOflTFEII^ Bsnard ^ ~ 
Schueu«ro> Virginia 
SCCTT, *drlan =u"- 
SRUC, Leonard ~~ ' 'S' ' 

ST^ LUIS f Kay 
SKLVa, Kin 

SHAT?, Bvn - _ ;. 

SHORE, *ilaa - - - 

SHORT, Robin 
SIFCEL, San ~ 

SF.LVR, Guorge 
S' ITT?, Art 
-V'lTH, Scaror.no 
S^ITH, Edward, was 
Israel Kalenslgr 
SMITH, Harold 
SVITH, Milton 
SCLCV'OW, Louie 
SCNDEPOAARD, Gale aka 
Ura, Herbert Elbanun 
SFEHCEP., Helen S. 

SPEHCBi, Pay 
STFELE, Dorothy ■ 
STEVENSON, Philip 
SIR* US*, Theodors ;v ’* 
SUJLIV.tB, Glenda - - v __ 

T*F?EL, Rase : 

TAW®, Harry ‘ ‘ 

TARCAl, Vary 

*? L LOfT, prank 

THEPX, Jacques ,7" 77,, 7 

TII7VAS, George F. ’’ - 

TOr-BIH, Cyril 

TCM13EKD, Lao 

TPABDE, Varion 

TREE, Dorothy 

T^ ITJ-S, p*nl -■ - 


inter v^f ;. ...- 

•'tbiiclan 
Music i*n • £ 7 ; 

r Writer ' •'• '• — 

Writer . >" - 

Trlter - - n- 

inter "7? ; ‘-r 

writer . *r" '.t; 

Triter 

rroducer ~ ” 

tiusician 
Secretary 
Secretary :- 7 7 

Assistant Dtrectcn* 
Triter <*> “r .-■--*»• ;•» —»* — j. 
Actor - 

Cueidan . 

Triter 

Actor 

Analyst 

Technician 

srit*r -r 
Triter 
Tritar 
Actress 

Secretary 

Triter 

iritar -r v • - 
Writer „ j, r~ 
Triter '"'f f 
Writer *~-r- 

* ’ F 

friter "•'• 

Musician ^7, ^ 
Actress - - - 

r Viter 
Qritor V 
” Publicist * ^ • ' 

Vusiclan 
"riter 
writer 
Actreee 
inter 


Free lange 


?^FTaa i lano* 

^ Imianc* 

~ Free lance 

MG* - 7 ' \ 

Colnafcia — ~ ' 7 — ' 

Free lance -:.7 ~y 

Tsentieth Cenfc#y Tctf 
Free lance j Oj; 

a-/- ■ " ~ 

► , ’i" "■ • •-> ■***’ i**"* "'a* 

- f *ee assc* /vT - 
Universal 

Universal ■*- " ■*"■' - 7 ~ 

Free lance i;; :i '* 

Free lance --^t. - - •— • 

Free lane* -.7 

Free lance 

t-ree lance 
Free lance 
RKO 

rschnlg3.gr Studio* 

Free lance 
, KGK 

* Coluxbis 

^ Twentieth Ceotary ' 

r f o^biic 

‘Frcr Ip.nce ; - - . 

Free lanes >■• 

■ w Producers Releasing Cc g p or a tl 
' Pariacunt “ “ 

-• -Free lanes - -- ' •>-- ^; r - ,— - 

Aruccamt T;i -i 
drfre* lance «... 

Free lance 

HKD. • '■ ^ < - 

Fret Lines ^ 7/ 

J^nea 'Tign ey Productions 

Frco lance 

Universal 

Free lanco 

Free lance 

Free lance 


,t*SE 3=: -- 


- 22 - 






■ i*|t# 


■ fe'aa- 


rtmr AwrtruetmA^to wft lialp. 


.:. jwka twtttr which praotieally maoi ttt fe sptdijtl prirlltgs; to wort: sAthU-^S 
1- lafor unl a t m.% 9 •":.. •:.-> ttrlkni *ad unrea son able 

puhflc^ icsls'fea "3bvo t^X ho - Ca*»n.H 1 st ’prt ^ra m i * f fa fact t t| ® " 
'^•V^ry thing pcislbls 'to.bxing About coafualoa and cross purposes Hi* all walks" 

of life. iVr4asT=. W. : . --- • ^~ •• . ' 


_i .. "Ji. •-■*- . 


Confidential Informant tbs Us An* tits offics •- - 

bitMitt April 9 and 11, 1947, rap^^^S^^^^^^^^^^P^^^itiaa of tbs Communists. 

and synpethisar# fn khs Bollywood motion plc±flr».jliidastj 3 r hav* not been deepened * 
to KBf »o tl enable extant by the nationwide attacks tad exposure# of the Coeamnlet 
Party and ^onicunlsa and It a international connections In the press, orbr the radio 
M®d by Ot v er Means, . ,^he only noticeable effect, ii Abut those _Ln.Yolved are core 
careful in their oper tione and sore ▼ shea ant In their denial s of -aty exsxasetion*-: 1- 
vith the Communist movement. Howevtr, there it no diminution of "fronf*‘ actlTiUee" 
all of which they cloak behind the terms *deaocratiqf and *p^og^9•nive. , ' 


eith one • light exception, to far there has Van no statement made.”" 

or stand taken, by the heads of the Industry, the producers themselves, on this 

controversial question which now raget all over the United States, The one ex- 
ception was a statement made by Erie Johnston, repre entlnr the roticn picture’ - 
ir.Cuctry, ir*;r« before the Koure On- Vr. ericas Committee lr. which re stated that - 
«ollyvood h ;x defeated the Seda and that, by Implication, there vts nothing Lr - : 
ceriouo about the Communist penetration of the film industry. 


Inf oraant^BJHfurthar revealed that while the CauBuniste have lost a 
grottnd to some extent within, the trade unions because of the failure of the 
strike of the Conference of Studio Onions, they have sore than aade «p for thie'n 
by having many of their sympathizers placed in higher tteputive positions, as - 
directors, writers, actors and in some executive posit fona» The latter type 
of penetration le aorc Insidious, however, because of the reputations p:.’ in- 
fluence gained by those elevated in this manner. One outstanding example is 
the 3ppointaent of Dor* Schary to be director of all plhoduction at R-K-0 studios. 
Mr. Jchary has followed the political lisa of the Comunist Party for mmy years, 
has engaged in, and supported, a multitude of Communist fronts and has been an 
influential tool of the Communists for years* Hie_ iaporteat position at thfr. 
present Vina affords him complete protection against any charge by anyone that 
h« been so involved, this pattern la being fallowed closely at the prettnt 
time, extending sll throu^a the industry and tending to make it as a »hple aons— - 
what sacreti from any. criticism of a defiaifce or specific maturt.' ‘ 


Othsr individuals of this type, according to InforaantBHBhnvs been 
ly elevated to key positions in the industry. They are, in^^^ the following* 
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This picture was releasadby Earner BrothersTn Uey, 1VA3. The v 
producer was Hobart H, Buckner. During 1V34 and 1935 Euckner raa lupatefd. . 
in i.oticovj, Jiucsinj as a correspondent l'or the London Laxly . Lai 1 , iL&..wcs ... . 
drought to liuliytood by darner brothers in 1933 as a rcreen '..riter, Buckner 
; cxcan'.lly solocted Jay Leyda to act as Technical Director for :, >..lssi;n to 
_oscokt. n Lcydu had been in Los cot at the sane time as Buckner, v.here he had 
been corrected with the Bureau of Revolutionary Literature ar.a the Soviet - ’ 

X otion Plotare Industry. Leyda ie known to be a mentor of the Coaananiet' ':C^fC 
Party oi the U.9.A. and confidential sourcee have furnished a copy ol' the ~~ 
’transfer paper tranarerrlng Leyda from Ne>. fork City to the Los Angeles, 
California, organisation ol" the Party. Leyda is active in the' Loagua of , 
American f.ritere and lacturee at the Hollywood .Iritara School mentioned -. 
rbova.. The actual writer of the screen play "Misslorvto lioscor,* was Srekinfc. 
CalctocJUL. Caldwell has beoi u member of tiie Loago^ at American tiyiiers fojv ^ 
xvany years a.id lias made several trips to the Soviet Utdou. Caldwell hms been 
an associate editor of "Soviet Russia Today," published by the Friends of tha - 
' oviot linion, a Cmgmim lit controlled drganisatiorU 7rior to August . 23 , 1V39, 
Caldwell was in favor or collective security. During the lire of tlie-Uitler- 
- Stalin Uon-Aggre salon Tfeet, Caldwell supported the program of the American 
.P ea c e L'oblUz&tian and opposed openly the Lend-Lease Act and tlie Selective - 
' Serricc Act. Altar June 22, lyAl, Caldwell called far til-out aid to Britain, ' 
JThidn^And' picture is basoa^Jpon tJwJ>eok,'’ lesion 
Written igr liri x Joseph Davlea, former Ambassador to Russia. 

thaVUis jtfirtufw contains pro-Soviet propaganda ' and hunarour her; spipars 
^ ' tiawe criticised tha picture severely on these grounds^ stating that many of -■? 
the incidents related ares^hiyhlj^^^j^ji^^snot to represent a true 
the 
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Action in the North Atlantic 

Ibis picture "was also released by Tarner Brother* ancT deals with 
"m^fc^vities of the Verchant Varine on the •-'urcansk run, . It is reported 
that tho picture is very favorable to the National iaritixa Union of 
An. erica, CIO, a Communist controlled onion. According to ^bvdd Platt, 
Coiauniat motion picture reviewer for °Ths Worker’ 1 for July 4j 1943j "Action 
—in the North Atlantic" is being used as a training fila in the Merchant 
!iarine Training Schools of the "ar Shipping Administration, The screen 
play was by John Howard Lawson, member of Branch K, Northwest election. Com- 
munist Party. Lawson received technical assistance and advice froir. James 
Drake, Port Agent of the National Maritime Union, San Pedro, California, a 
known number of the Conmnist Party* 


Keeper of the Plare 

This picture is an LS'i production, adapted fro:, a popular n.-fsl by I, 
A, R. Wylie, The novel was adapted to the screen by Donald Odgon Stewart, 
a reported member of the Coununist Party and husband of Slla Winter, a Com- 
sunict Party member of long standing. The picture is said to have varied 
from tho book in that the book was made in the nature of a mystery story, 
whereas Stewart in the screen version emphasised the content of the picture as 
ontl-Fascist. 


Lso hie 


This picture is a United Artists production released approximately 
April 1, 1943, It is a war melodrama dealing with present-day conditions 
in Czechoslovakia under Nazi rule and the hangings by lieydrick, the hengioan, 
•and the German Gestapo. The picture was directed by Fritz tang, who is re- 
ported to be active in numerous Coccunlst front organizations. Included in 
the cast were Lionel Starrier, member of the Conuunist Party, a' d Virginia 
"'urmer, al?c said to be closely affiliated with Communist groups. The 
scroen play r&s by Job:: r 'exley, a aaaber of Branch C. of the North' 1 cut Section 
of the Communist Party, 


Our Puss lan Front 

This picture was made originally in Puissia as a documentary 
film. It was reassembled in Hollywood under the auspices of Russia v.ar Re- 
lief, Inc., and it was adapted to American audiences by use of a commentary 
delivered by a narrator, who in this instance was Walter Huston. The -*om- 
isentary was written by Elliot Paul, a member of the League of American 
^ritera, a contributor to numerous Communist Party publications and ar. active 
member of recognized Co.inunist front groups. Assisting in the production 
were Le^is Milestone, Director; Joris Ivens and Dimitri Tiomkin, Doth vilestone 
and Ivena have been identified with numerous Communist Party front organiza- 
tions, - 















Don Hartman la an AssooLute Producer, end according 

was a member of the League of Aserlcan Tfriters,and Is presently^^'e’ la ^ 
the Hollywood Writers ybbilitstion, the successor to the League, both of ~ ~ ~ 
which are Commnist controlled* This informant has ad wised that Hartman has 
Sleo been active In the Hollywood Democratic Canal ttee which la. also a 
Communist controlled group* ' *• • •'* ' • *•; 


David Hcmatead* According Hempstead it a farcer screed- 

director who bae To^ovejT'the line of th^^^HHiist fraction in the' Screen 
Directors’ Guild* flH describee t Hempstead ee e syapa this er with the 
Coasamlst no ecaentah^ad vises , however, that he baa no evidence of actual ’' 
membership on the part of Hasp stead In the ©omainlat Political Association. > r 
The informant could not advlee of any organisation under Communist control 
In which Heaj '-tead has been active* "" 

Kunnally Johnson * According Johnson was active in the 

Contemporary Theater during the years 193^^5^^37, which the informant 
has stated was organised and controlled by the Conmnnist Party* he believes 
also that Johnson .was acti ve in t he Hew Theater League also under the 
domination of Comannista. termed Johnson as one who, by his activities, 

has shown sympathy for the ufflHmist movement, but described Johnson ts 
having a "spotty* record, i*e«, active only occasionally# 

William Cameron Unties* has advised that IJenxles was a — - ■ 

former instructor at the League of Ame^rean Writers 1 School for Writers in 
Hollywood , and is presently teaching at the People ’e IJucational Center, 
Bollywood Extension, which is the successor to the School sponsored by the ~ 
League of American Writers* _ Both groups have been described as being under. 
Coinmnlst control* The informant does not know whether Jenzies has been 
a meaner of the Communist Political Association. ■ r 
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Sarburc etohsshooa ldoniifielei^a sponsor md suher Of «— erode Ceocjuniai 
?#ity Irani OTf cniMtlaat' lnd isSIhc~the £e*gw* ** ***rLcsn T5rftere.~To* star 
pf to* plots rti« i*a$illt pall o30 oas boon t r^ tp tt r c d Costa uniat ?«rty*«e:& 
•ince 1935* In that jpasr # *i» wu also a a— her of tbt^ntnl Ccmlttea of 
th* Co— inis t ?artar for’tha State of California. 


Tnlfl 1 b sa fi. E. 0. ftrr'fJO’lltn, Brrltten ty lfcltoft TrusV, a ueiber 
cf V;r torttwest section of the Ccscunlst Party in PoHyacod. It tfs nro-iueel 
b. im\ i. taut, tea: *t. t directed ty ; cr»*rc EBytryi;, hot: of w\o-3 art anio to nc 
ceibers of Co—, ini it front groipe. 

^ • \ 

Too «tc of the picture is dinger l ger». During prcdictio', it is f 

rrnerted tr.it I'rt. Lei* ice ere , mother cf the stir, obJ«t-i! to ccrtrlr. diesel 
prcnarencii lines to be spoicn ty hrr dru^hter and rc.'u-ed to let tic ct?-r dcliTrr 
titai lints, lire. Hod er * ccsalained of tie Cco=Jtnist prepajende ty -* 5 cf line 
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As of August, 1944 , irforaants have adviced that i. cr j Have br.cn no 
pictures released for general public presentation within 11. 1-st thirty days 
v - 1 -* cauld oe classed &a propaganda for the Ca^runirt cruse, f.thcr directly. 

w indirectly, or which could be said to be pictures foilowlrr the Corraunist 
Party line* It was reported that the entire industry has becc/aa acutely sensi- 
tive to criticism in thia respect because the issue has been raised p'jbllcly 
in several directions. < 

' '- . ' . 7 . i i ' •.. ■’• ... *. 

However, as noted in Section II under the subhead "Hollywood- halters* 
Hobiliiatlon,'’ a program was effected whereby the trrf nduld cooperate -rith 

tnc Offic :. of ’.7ar Information in producing a water gf 'doeucrentary -filuc , *\ ; -r. 
T»’<* 1 IoUy.ro od ■ r DaJ.ly Variety for August 7, 19H, rdj-o&cd that the fcUcT.lr^ 
pictures <re planned for early production! -- ' — ? * 


It 's Murder 


V f 


. This .picture will be produced at CaluabiJa jtudioa treat a script by 
K'snry lUnnkfart for tb£ Security Branch of The Bolted Hates Amy, Havy, and 
Ftl. , alaukfort is a known manber of tbs Northwest isetdea cf tho iete -Ar^elea 

;'/»!in^ t» r* a^ihi * ui 4 «4 tj* 1 1^4 l l a & l u: < . . _ . 

* r ~~ - '*-r- _<> .I)*' ” 4 ^ ' - -«• W *•■'..». <♦* ' *“ ' • ' -_■* JI ^ . I ’ *— * 

Thr Jtory with TwoEndi juts -~--v*= 1 ' - • . ... --1 -,. *■■ .- - -.- 

- - rS5> ■ -JTV -.m.a» , ^ W * 


.Angeles 


The "Daily Variety" article states this picture is for tho pre -oction 
of pjstwar inflation. It is to be written by Harold Buclazcn and lou jaloconj 
both 3uch.man and Solomon are menbera of ^ic H orthr 'ast Sec tion, I03 An^elcc county 
Co -'i urdat Political Association. 




r^; 




. ' J r '0"' 





^30 Par $o Pood 


__. il.. This fjl« allegedly, will describe the natio n*» progJrees to date 
international relations. It is also written by Henry Blankfort described 
above as a masher of the Coasmnlat Political Association. 


Air T ranspcrt Ccnmand 


SV 


t-_ - This film allegedly deals with military transport farces and--le- - ^ 
to be written by Oscar Saul, presently a member of the Northwest Section, loe 
Angeles County Communist Political Association, ...... , r 


World Peace Through World Trade 




This film reportedly Trill be Trritten by r/imrd ^LLIs cru ?rho ras a ~ 
redber of the "orthnest Section of the Cccrnunlst Party in Los Ar.jales in 1943 
unJ hold 1943 CuraunlnL Party book ^ 25115 . 


During the latter part of August and early September, na pictures 
with propaganda content have been released. The following two pictures are . 
planned for early release! / / 

- / f . VC*:' • r '- 

Ti e Seventh Cross { £ • . : . „ , • .-»« 

This film, written by Anna Soghers, a Cwmunist propagandist now 
In Eexice, reportedly will hr released ua public' shodr^; tlaoat ianediataly. 

Cititen Ton Paine — " ~ j ~ *. 

... . ^ sM: ' !£v “ ’ ' ';'t" " * ,u -; ""t 

v \'x- fliis picture has not been produced heretofore due to its alleged 
"revolutionary content;" however, Walter Sanger, Hollywood producer, has 
now purchased the story and it reportedly will be produced in the near future. 
Informants advised that Communists are already hailing iir. ‘.'anger’s feourage 
in making this’ type of ploture and it is noted that Ta'anger has showed ooto^' ‘ - 
siderable sympathy for th e work of Hollzwood CoaaunJjts in attacking the 
Motion Picture Alliance. 







c;rt*d t eoMiMb s£eod Spread <m thi* film which, eDcccdlnR %# 
article^ reisos the question *ln poplar fora*, Wbat to A» about 
cfter the wsr# It is sUUd that this fila was produced tfr teeter Cohen- Tr. 
froa * see wen play tgM&w 4srdn«r> errf T— paid 4W U a^rht 
cotod that Ring Lardoer, Jr#, la a known Coaounlst# the Ur to adult TflneXpala 
are Frederick Jiorefa, Agnes l&ore h eod and Deity Field* Kerch la known for 
hia af fH tattoo with a rvrtar of CCSPoaUt controlled gnu?*# 

r , * ?•_ _ __ ^ ** *; , *‘ ~ _ . 

In Jtrauxy, 1X5* the !!dUywood • rltcro flohlllgatloc woe responsible .- 
for a dosed chewing of this notion pictcre which *e* written by ldn£ l^rdracr, - 
Jr* ami Loapold .tlaa* Seth haw been centers of ths Ocrsntiiet JrSPtyil X jL 
tie private ehoKiog there woe & dieeossian by one Dr*..Janse 7. EfaohseH Jko "' r3ta 
»-3 intro-inooi as a state Departaant Consul tact to the Office of tier luforxatloa* 
ffcotwtll epafce at the rooting t*4 atated the notion picture vaa acre powerful _• 
than the r/Ato nr rrlrstod rort In ’Moving the spirit of Other 

c:<<*i:en at the stowing Included Albert i-altt, Ruth lAcTervvej, Vladlnir 
' oerer, Dr • Tbaz-is iiann, a i'errjan refugee writer* Ur. Fbrufdin Fearing, . 

lUrt .w?d:cr, i.etor and 0 j-lif or rln Etat* -sse^blyranj :ou * ^rris axi . mett 
: avory. <-f tlic show, Uw ’tktt. Cornuniets ere lh<*rt : Xh ::c -mry, 

c” rAirrir* Tomer, i-r,cr~ trn r* laor. and . cc.rir. ■ :rn !:r-/or> for tieir 
clccc cooperation with ,orrinin*-s in tbo past* 



Tho '’-ally DorAcr* for Toy 17, 1945, character ires this picture io 
ri Of:e of the very best of wro* files an wall as e cignif leant contributicn to 
ajxt icon- or let friecdoldr on a par with 'The Sorth Star*, liuttla of Iiuaaia*., 
-cj.d 'Sang of ■ or. sift. ' n T:n "'.'illy -orkor' 1 ixtiolo or Ttliwee, TJeepl^* -rewind 
and elrcoro, 1 :c«rstcr*». ttcc!: 1 rise® bells for ed .jMt ,s i i nroi. , Ka and <prv-*u.e -• - 
.ovict ctrutcc^- ijviijst tiic ,'acvict cur so. i'or thir give U> u’.e to tljt 
Irillitnt Calx hie tear; of John ecard icftccn, ccrcai writer* Colton Korda, 
director,. Jij»c -one Copo, ;-if*jta*^apherj Uruonborci oor^oeer ar*l I axL ~ ” 

1 uni oiio plays Aullrov, t« ;’-nrt iarri* C^nwvdky crtiici in t o etape jxUy*’ 

Cf these IndlVbhuxlS, Xaveort is the lo&kn^ Corrociist in i ollyaccd) : 
Xorfa 4c reported to flfittr otrong faycritiaca fur r^ru<«ia oS^ccainist 
’ ix-i :!o«e, iar 4ns tractor in the : cc pic’s rducatianil Tci-tcr , currently live* 

Tolno n Wit - 1 for.-ra Tatto known to hove held l?tt CfA mwfewrfiiip book -46224* - 

E. A. T*** ••---• ----- -■ -■■•■. .... . i.7"*»- -.-i. , — .- .- . 

ngtgo I live lx * - • ^ *—•" ■ ' 

L*dd 

Klcnols 

? A”y - ’*7ho Corker" for J’nc 3, 1945, tnnoa-iced tlut a fratiffette length 

c^»° n r/>y le by this title was bcir." rade on a non-profit b -sis by 20 Studioc* 
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7 ■■■■■» 5* c end dentia 1 informant oT^Vt# &ob AngeldT ' ~;~ 

nu»Xd ikbisIaH^TOfHli^^^Ht of ttotiot Jjictarsa tade by" the Bollywood’"' 5 ”' * 
fcotlon jjueuane iiwostry between Octobair -ly ^.1 945, «od Jfcfeswbwr I,^A 94 ff, in 
wnicb tnere i« a possibility of propaganda . of a subversive nature* JBB|^ 

; Indio* iad that Bir gamot daflnt taiyTfcnta taarw ^ 7 

-hll ibw pictures Hated below but he baa tndearored to list those pictures ~ — 
wolcp have been produced, directed aiu written by persona whose connectiona with 
the Core. must wovewent hays been estpblishe^by reliable and dependable 
records. In-ell the pictures listed below as stated teat tf-e ptreooe^.— ^ 

weniioneo as writers, producers ar.c directors thase plcturee been 7 , 

- shojn to hare been connected in the past or at the present tine with tne- 
Conk uni st Tarty or it. front or anise tiona in the Hollywood area,' anterior- %aa v'? 
reahen It is probable that they would not Hesitate to take advantage - Vi their ' r 
positions to inject propaganda sequences or euggostxons into the pictures* * 


The list confidential informant! 


nas prepared is as lollosai 


r i 


1. " The Crimson Canary, * Brana, Universal Release — ~ -- -'- 

Hc-nry Blankfort, A^soci^te Frouucur 

i.rittr of Screenplay 

lo other persons connected with this picture .iave known connec- 
tions with tbe Bollywood Communist aoveaent. '? - 

2. " Confidential Agent. * Melodrama, earner Brothers Release 

Robert Buckner, Associate Producer j 

hernan Shualic, director * 

Robert Buckner, Screenplay * - ^ 

James Kong Howe, Cameraman 

>’r«ai baxcan, Musical Lirector | i •- - ' 

' ■ ' ' • ' * ’5 • - ■ w 

vCnurlua Boyer, oerbe-r of cast -■• - — 

iauren becail, Boob^r of cast { .. 

'Vatina Paxinou, menber of cast 'J 

George Coulouria, me caber of cast . *•. • . e * 

3* " Cornered, " Melodrama, RfU Release ^ 


Adrian Scott, Producer 
hd.ard ffaytryk, Ldrector 


v,Vi 




^"Scarlet Street.* i>i 






fwfectr : **$■ \ '"■- __. ‘ - - - - r v- ^ .. _ 

-’T*'-*. J*it« ^n*. Director' — . -~ .... — • 

^ ^ Ibdley Riehols, Screenplay ^ “ ~~ T ’" r “ 

~ Kdaard £L Bobinsoe, aenbar of *dst ~ 

Joan Bennett, eemoer of cast - ' ~ ' 

: ... . •■■ VladiBir Sakoloff , steobcr of cast •*" " -*“‘’7 '** 

-:' ' -~ r r * ---**-' - 

" ABilene To*n. " Sea tern, * 

' Herbert Blbemn, Direotor -y ' *- -k- 

- . Haiola Shoaate,- Screenplay r - - v 

Lloyd Bridges, aemlaer ol cmat' v 

" Torcorroa is For&Vdr, " Lraina, RKC Release, Ir.s^rna tic rial Production 

Jirring Pichel, uir~ctor ^ 

Lenore Cclfee, Screenplay 
Hax Steiner, Uusic 

hrson Velies, (Star), sexter of cast ^ 


"Three Strangers," Holodrasa, tamer tsro thera Release 

-- r /' •: -■ — r 

Jean H gaiesco, Lirector f § 

iio:vard Koch and John Huston, Screenplay . 

Adolph Leutsoh, Hueic - 

■ * - #• i ... 

~:5 V^dney Greena tret (Star), it-isber o£ cast 

Peter Lorre, aember of cast f 

- ■ ' / _ -• , J . - 

" nlar^ of a Cnairbermald. " Drasia, United Artists Release 

« ^ ^ if - ' 4 1 -*t .■ ■ *• 

' '.f - 4t.aja Hanoi r, Production and director - - — -?r 

iiurgess H-radith, Producer and Screenplay “ ' 

Paulette Son hard, nexbir of cast 
flurgeso iiareuith, nembur of ca. t 
Prancia Leuertr, jueiLber oi cast 




\ -C'; ^5; » -v 
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" Leadline at Lasm. " Melodrama, RKO Release 


Sig Rogell, Producer (Executive) 

Adrian c'ectt, Associate Producer 
Harold Clurman, Director 
Clifford Odets, Screenplay 
Hans Eialer, Music 

Susan Hayward, member of cast 
Paul Luicaa, memoer of cast 
Csa Mas sen, nemo-ur of cast 
Roman Bonnen, memoer of cast 

" Strange Love of Martha I vers t * Drama, Paramount Release 

Lewis Milestone, Lirector 
Robert Rossen, Screenplay 
Hans Drier, Art Director (Lreier) 
lliklos Roz8a, Music 

Roman Bonnen, member of cast 

"Her Kind of Man," Melodrama, earner Brothers Release 

Gordon Kahn and Leopold Atlas, Screenplay 
Arthur Scinaartz, Son^a 
Jean Rencir, lyrics 

Dane Clark, member of cast 
Fa,, i-Boerson, member of cast 
George Tobias, member of cast 

" The Searching V-ind. " Drama, Paramount Release 

«il^iac Lieterle, Director 
Lillian Heilman, Screenplay 
Hans Lreier, Music 

Sylvia Sydney, member of cast 
lAidley Lieges, member of cast 

" G.S.5., " Paramount Release 

Irving pichel, Director 
-Bans Lreier, Music 
OSS Technical Consult&n .3 : 

CoT'-.auder John K. Shaneen, USER 
Lieutenant Raphael Btujnon, AU3 



t 



■ 


The Stranger, * Jteloarama, International Product! 

gam Spiegel! Producer 
urton 'Welles, Lirectdr 
Anthony Veilier, Screenplay 
Victor ifrivas. Story 




EKO Release 


Edward G. Robinson, member of cast 
Crson Welles, member of cast 
Phillip Lerlvales, member of cast 
Konstantin Shayne, jaember of cast 


" Two Smart People, " Comedy, UGIi Release 

Jules Das sin. Director 
George Bassraan, Music 

Lucille Ball, member of cast 
'John Hodiak, member of Cast 
1 Vladimir Sokoloff, member of cast 
Clarence Muse, member of cast 


"Till the aid of Time . 0 Drama, RKO Release 


Lore Senary, Producer ■ 
zb.A--.rd Ltmytryic, Director 
Allen Rivkin, Screenplay 
Riven Busch, Story 

Ruth helson, member of cact 
Selena Royle, member of cast 

M A Boy, a Girl and a Dog, " Comedy-Drama, Film Classics Release 
Herbert Kline, Director 

Maurice Clark and Irving Ficecan, Screenplay 
Leopold Atlas, Story 
Herbert Kline, Adaptation 

Lionel Stander, member of cast 

" Cloak ana La^er, " Melodrama, namcr Brothers Release 

Milton Sperling, Producer 
- Frit* Dang, Director 

Albert Malt* A Ring Lardner, Jr., Screenplay 
Boris Ingster A Jonn Larkin, Original Story 
Max Steiner, Music 

Vladimir Sokoloff, member of cast 


&JAD" >IUIS 


rr 

>t^e of I 


This is a new organization incorporated in the St^e of Nev>- fork ■ 
production of independent pictures in Hollywood. Tnb first picture 
to be siade is seated to be "^reedum Road." This picture wiljL be adapted from 
a book of the ease name written by Howard fast who has a long record of 

Couuu&iat activity* He is an associate editor of "Hew Hasses," special writer 

£*r the '■Daily Ttorker* and "Peoples Laily lurid" and many other Communist 
publications* 

The picture "Freedom Hoad - will undoubtedly carr^ the Communist Party 
line. Others composing this group, incorporators of the company, are: 

Paul Robeson, actor 
’* beo Hurtritz 

--aldo Salt, writer 
i ' joe Could 

; Paul Robeson ie to be the star of the picture. The finances for the 
venture, nave been raised by lira. Leo Spitz, wife of Leo Spitz, one of tha major 
producers -in Hollywood. Mrs. Spitz supports Communist front groups. 


'KANIR PKflFJCTIDhS" 


lACCorcdng to confidential informant foregoing .is "he na?*e 
of a pevly 1 ! Ported organization to produce motion pictures in the independent 
field. lho\ anno uncement of program has been made but the following persons 


with C, 

'* A 


\ 

uuony St records compose the organization: 

i \ 

! \ Garson Lanin 

1 Ruth Gordon (bile of Garson Kanin) 

f^Lonald Ugden Stewart - writer 
, Michael Kanin - writer 


Arrangements have been r>,de to release an> production throujn 
Oi>iversal -International Pictures affiliated with the J. Artnur Rank interests 
outside the Unitea States. 


/ in 


hhGKO PiClJKi- 

David Hanna in the Los An-elee laily Kens lor August 22, 194o, stated 
part tnat from Mew fork comas an announcement of the formation of a ne# fir®. 
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y H-'.rold Pictures, which is expected to have an important inlTJence on the 
production and distribution of all Negro pictures. 

Hanna stated in substance that a company headed by Jack Goluberg, an 


old hand in the Kegro field, will turn out twelve pictures a year at tile rate 
of one per month. The first is to be "Boy! What a Girll", which will be 
distributed by Arthur Leonard. Some $50,000 will be spent on the film. ' 




V. SOVIET ACTIVITY IN HOLLYWOOD 


r 

The chief Soviet activity Id Hollywood at the present time 
centers around the representative of Artkino, the Soviet flip concern. 

The Soviet film industry maintains an official representative in Holly- 
wood in the person of m khfllT Kalatozov. 

Mikhail Kalatozov 

This nan arrived in Hollywood in August, 1943. According to 
press items his duties were to be comparable to that of an Ambassador in 
diplomatic circles with the additional function of advising on the purchase 
of American films. Among his announced aims were to “strengthen the 
artistic and commercial ties between the cinema people of the United 
States and those of the Soviet Union." Kalatozov has been in contact with 
known Communist elements in Hollywood and shortly after his arrival a 
reception for him was sponsored by the National Council of American Soviet 
friendship, a Communist controlled group. Charlie Chaplin, Hollywood 
actor, acted as master of cerecKinies at the reception and introduced 
Kalatozov. Kalatozov’s duties are said to operate in conjunction with 
the Soviet Comal ttee, the special representative of which is Leonid A. 
Antonov, whose headquarters are in New York City. 

Leonid . Antonov 



Antonov .ie one of the largest film producers in Russia and re- 
portedly was sent to the United btates to act as liaison agent to get 
Russian pictures released in this country. He la also charged with the 
duty of reading scripts of films produced in the United States to see that 
they are favorable to Russia, and it is said that whenever ar.y Russian 
film is casired for stock shots, the picture oust necessarily not be entl- 
Comnunist. It is said that it is not necessary for the picture to be Com- 
munist to obtain tha Russian films, but that the picture lmiat be at le^st 
neutral on tha subject of Communism. The local representative for Antonov 
in Hollywood is Den Goldstein, with whom all arrangements must be made for 
the purchase or use of Russian films. Goldstein is American born and works 
at Technicolor Laboratory in Hollywood. 

Soviet Films 


Several films depicting Russian activities have been .'ade in 
Hollywood through the assistance of Artkino. Among those are: "Russia," 

which will soon be released through Metro Ooldwyn-Wsyer Studios. Jay Leyda 
-Communist Party member, was technical director for th is picture and stock 
shots taken in Russia are utilized as background and were purchased from 



J 


J 


Art kino. V. V. Pastoev, Soviat Vice Consul at Loa Angeles Appeared on 
tha MGM lot at least three times to observe tha shooting ofjthis picture. 

people** is being made by 20th Century Fox. The producers 
a^^orle Morros and his business associate San Spiegio, alias S. P. Eagle. 
This film also uses stock shots of Russian backgrounds purchased through 
contact with Artkino. It is based on a play ty the Soviet writer Siminov 
and was adapted to tha screen by Clifford Odats, Corxmnist Party member. 

Boris lforroa 


liorroa, who is associated with tha film, “The Risslan People," 
is a naturalized Russian who at the present tima is a musical director in 
the Hollywood motion picture colony. Uorros has been contacted by Vasilli 
Zuhilin, reportedly the head of the NKVD for the Vlestsm Hemisphere end 
was given a brief case containing unloiown documents by aubilin. According 
to an unidentified informant, Uorros acts as an agent of Sibil in in trans- 
ferring Information to German espionage agents. Uorros is a close contact 
of oeabers of ths Soviet Consulate staff In Loa Angeles, California. 

Although Uorros has been and still is tha subject of vigorous in- 
vestigative attention in connection with the Comrap case, no additional in- 
formation identifying him as an active Soviet agent has bsen developed as of 
the presait tima. 

Awards to Persons Prominent in the Lotion Picture Industry 

Tha Los Angelas Herald for June 9, 1944 statad that Charles 
Chaplin and John Ford have been accoladed in the past by tha Soviet Film 
Cpnalttce. It further stated that Louis Milestone will be honored by the 
Soviet Union Film Committee in July, 1944 wh«i four of his pictures will 
be shown at tha Cinema Theater Bi tiding in Moscow. The subjects selected as 
being mo3t expressive of Milestone* s technique are reported to bo: "Tr.o 

Front Page," "Of Mice and lien," "The Purple Heart, 11 and “Korth Star.' 1 

Selection of American. Films by Kalatozov 

# 

Among the films which have been purchased by Mikhail Kalatozov, a 
Soviet motion picture representative on tha West Coast, and showing in Russia 
as representative of United States films are "The Little Foxes'* and "The 5£rl 
of Chicago." Tha first of thssa pictures depicts a degenerate Southern 
family and the latter is the story of a Chicago gangster in gland. 
Informants have reported that it is particularly unusual that Kalatozov 
ahould Jiave selected "Tha Earl of Chicago'* since this picture was never 
particularly successful in the United States and is several years old. it 
"hie been suggested that it may be part of Kalatozov’s plan or propaganda 
technique to obtain such pictures in order to exhibit American life at its 
worst to tha Sovist people. j. 


Ru 3 3 lan-Araer lc an Club 

In August, 1944, this club reportedly was created In the Hollywood 
district eith the announced purpose of raising money for the people of the 
Soviet Union through the J6ttesAam*-American Society for Medical Aid to Russia, 

The Russian Vice Consul, T. T. Pastoev, attended the opening session ae one 
of the principal speakers* Included among those active In the affairs of the - 
club are Leonia Kinsky, as associate of the Russian Consul, and Michael gulden 
who la also reported to be connected with the Russian Consul* Included aaong 
known Co ironist Party member a active In this club are Frank Tuttlo a:id his 
wife Tatiana Tuttle, Michael Fallen* and Dr. Murray Abowits. Olivia DeHavilland, 
Louis Milestone and Oeorge M. Day are also active in the organization. 


(ikhail Kalatozov 


Kalatozov and hie associates reportedly have continued to contact 
known Coimnnlst elements in Hollywood and to have visited nearly all the major 
studios, allegedly to seek desirable films for purchase by the Soviet Govern- 
ment. It is reported that he has presented to the state Department a proposal 
whereby the Soviet Union will confer decorations on the following prominent 
personages! Jack Warner, Saa'Qoldwyn, Edward 0. Robinson, TZaltor Huston, Oscar 
Hoaolka, Victor Franc en, jay Ley da, karma rt Kippert, and Jorie Ivens. These 
awards reportedly are being made to the listed individuals for their partici- 
pation in the films "Mission to Moscow" and "Rorth Star." 

It is reported that Kalatozov has had numerous meetings with Grigori 
Khcifeta, principal suspect in the COKRAP investigation, when the latter has been 
in Los Angeles. 
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Exchange of Films with Soviet Representatives 

• ' r i 1 ' ' 

e Hollywood Reporter, a trade paper, 
that plane are being formulated for cultural exchange of notion pictures 
between the United States and the Soviet Union and Britain and the Sovht 
Union. It was reported that the USSR Film Committee has approved certain 
plans recommended them for acceptance of United States Ambassador 
Harriman and the British Ambassador . at Moscow. The original plan was to 
have one theatre in Moscow to show only American and British films, but this 
did not materialise as no suitable theatre was available. The present pro- 
posal -is that two American and two British films each month be presented for 
closed shcwinge to cinema clubs, actors, composers J writers, and scientific 
organisations, and the showing would be for one day only in screening rooms 
accoamo dating between 300 and 500 persons. The Russians reportedly would 
expect similar arrangements to be made in the United States end Britain 
for the showing of their films. It ie reported the State Department and OTI 
will recommend acceptance of the plan by the Hollywood industry. 



on August 2 


r 


st-ated 



"RKO Soyuzlntorkino Deal* 


The October 9, 19UU> issue of "News 7/eek" (page 2 it), carried the 
following item* 


“In Hollywood's current scramble for the post-war foreign 
film market, RKO has out-sprinted the other studios by signing 
a two year ccn tract with Soyuzlntorkino (soviet Movie Trust). 

Under the deal, RKO will dietribute. In the United States and 
elsewhere as agreed upon by the trust, a yearly minimum of five 
Soviet films purchased at $50,000. In return for every Russian 
picture the U. S. studio handles, Soyuzlntorkino will purchase 
an RKO movie at the same price for distribution with the U.S.S.R* 

To facilitate these business deals, a new corporation soon will 
be sot up with RKO and the Russian film trust, each holding a 
50* interest. The Soviet^ Union's determination to cut its O'.rzx 
slice of the world film market is seen in the trust's refusal 
to name RKO as sole global distributor of Russian films." 

The following reply was received from the Department in May, 19U5. 

"The story concerning a contract between these organizations, 
which appeared in News Week , appears to have been premature . 

Tentative .proposals along the general lines reported in this 
news story were made by RKO, and were sent, in the form of a. 
draft contract, to the Soviet Union for ratification. Mr. Knapp, 
of the Foreign Agents Registration Section, han been informed by Mr. 
Charles Recht, attorney for Soviet organisations in th£s country, and 
by M^. John Whitaker, of RKO, that the Soviet film industry 





outhoritioo not eccopted t he H 5 CP proposal*, or mde •ns t0-.3d.c->- 
-JHura^ln, Both eo u cea lastly that, •lthc , ^>h the Soviet eutfcaritiaa 
v ^PW^definitaly twtalnatod negotiation** they did not ospect then 
to load ',© «n Asrciofiat wlotis thr linen first dlrcurpcd and prr t-fvir 
]_ orliOdiri In the drift acroc^entj • co^y of thlci. la enorulrcd l/i 

4 k ivioicn of P.eoords file U*y— lyTC* if or;' further inf oration lo 

received tgr this liivleioo, it will bo ironsnitted tu tics ELreou*'’ 













friend of Kalatozov, cad by William Dieterle , a left wing motion -picture 
director, at whoae party Qregori Kfceifats, Soviet Yice Consul %t San Fran- 
... oj^i^ns alao present* Ireky was a frequent contact of Benjifcin Goldstein, 
above. It has been reported that Ireky at a function held at the 
Ruse lan Consulate in Loa Angeles in September, 1941, broached £he plan of 
l obtaining prints of Russian films, such as had. Just been presented on the 
, program of the Consulate function that evening, for distribution free of 
' charge to American schools and colleges. 


Visit of Konstantin Simonov to tha United States 

On May 23, 1946, from a teohnleal surveillance maintained on John 
Howard Lava on. It was learned that he telephonically communicated with Bert 
Bargeman, a Communist employed as s secretary by the Hollywood Writers ifobili- 
lation. During the course of this discussion, Lawson stated that he had written 
most of Konstantin Simonov's speeches that he had delivered in Los Angeles. 

As you will re call, Konstantin Simonov is a noted Bus si an writer who visited 
Los Angeles In Way of this year* Bargeman told Lawson that she felt that 
Simonov's possibilltiss had not been fully exploited and that many of Simonov' a 
speeches ■watered down* to s mere ' r drivel of "Bussien and tha United States 
should be friends. * Bargeman felt that this was a "milk toast" attitude and 
that it should be stopped. Also, that the Communists start fighting Fascism 
which she claimed flourished most successfully in the United States. To this 
Lavaca agreed but cautioned that it would be necessary to atari off very gradually 
in changing the peoples' beliefs and that he felt the "best bet is by Communi*- 
ing the writers and producers" in Bollywood and eventually controlling every 
picture and fiction story produced in Hollywood. He also stated that perhaps 
one day every news article in the United States sight also be controlled. 

' ■m 

The Los Angeles Herald for Way 28, 1946, under the heading "Probe 
Buss Ship Parties as Chaplin and Garfield Fated," stated in part that Actor 
John Garfield and wife, Charlie Chaplin and wife, Lewis Milestone, Russian 
boro film director, and Wr. and Krs. C. Pumantze were entertained aboard a 
Russian ship anchored In the Los Angelea harbor. This article further stated 
State Senator Tenney, chairman of the Un-American Activities Committee, announced 
that he wae sending two Investigators to get the facts to report to the com- 
mittee at its next meeting. It is reported that the guests were on board this 
ship at the invitation of Simonov. 

The Los Angeles Herald for Way 31, 1946, under the heeding, "Rues 
Writer Lists Chaplin, Bette Davis se Soviet Friends," stated in part that 
Konstantin Simonov, Russian journalist, reported from New fork that Bette 
Davis, Charlie Chaplin and Hollywood writers speak, "in deep contempt of the 
slanderous campaign raised by the reactionary press — particularly the Eearst 
\ prase — against tha Soviet Union." Simonov described Kiss Davis as an actress 
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•whom our Him goers know from the 'Little Foxes' ", and said wfi amazed 
to find Chaplin rehearsing fire rolls for a forthcoming pictule. "Simonov 
■- ift^^tfstated he visited the "Actors Lab" in* Hollywood where % great in- 
te^^W&T'the Soviet Union was displayed. At the Writers' Association 
Simonov said, "The American writers dieplayed a e in care and profound interest 
• in Soviet culture." He also stated the friendly attitude of the progressive 
' American intellectual workere is a guarantee for broad cultural relations be- 
twesn our two countries. 

The article in the Los Angeles Herald for Way 23, 1946, which referred 
to Ur. and Mrs. John Qarfleld, Ur. and Ure. Charlie Chaplin, Ur. and Mrs. Pumantze 
and Lewis Milestone, Russian born film director, being the guests of Konstantin 
Simonov, Russian journalist, on a Russian ship anchored in the Los Angeles har- 
bor, aleo contained information that State Senator Tenney, Chairman of the Un- 
American Activities Comittee, had sent two investigators to get the facts to 
report to ths Committee at its nsxt meeting concerning this gathering. Then 
he stated that he was interested in lsarning more about Milestone and his Russian 
connections and to question John Garfield. Tenney aleo stated that he intended 
to summon Chaplin, who is not a citizen, as wsll ae Qarfleld and Milestone, along 
with a score of others. He also indicated that the Committee would liks to know 
Milestone* e and Garfisld's names at birth. The article stated, "The elaborate 
banquet served to the gueste — while millions are etarving in Europe — provided 
an ironic touch to the celebration honoring the proletariat." 

It was stated that the Soviet film viewed by the party aboard the 
Russian ship was "The Bear" in which the decadence of the Czarlsts was pointed 
out by their predilection ibr champagne parties. Ite climax is a ecene in which 
hundreds of bottles of the sparkling wine are smashed. The article stated that 
Alexander P. Grocfcev, representative of the Soviet Purchasing Commission in the 
United States, arranged the banquet preceding the showing of the picture. 

This article also reflected that John Garfield eaid, "we felt it was 
en honor to be invited aboard as a guest of Simonov because he Is here on invi- 
tation of the State Department and because he is the author of the best seller 
'Daye and Nights.' We had been showing him around Hollywood end he felt he 
ought to return the entertainment and buy a drink in ths ioissian manner." 

Charlie Chaplin, another Hollywood guest at the party, repeatedly 
referred to the United States Customs men ae the "American Geetapo." 



J 
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SOVIET ACTIVITY IN HOLLYWOOD 



In connection with the visit of Konstantin Simonov, the Russian 


writer, to this country, there appeared in the June issue of the Screen Writer, 
which is the official publication of the Screen Writers Guild, an edited 
transcript of an informal discussion held undar the auspicea of the Hollywood 
Writers Mobilization between Simonov and members of the Screen T : riters Guild. 
This forum was presided over by Screen Writer, Dalton Trash© and was interpreted 
by. Bernard Koten, This discussion was in question and answer form and the 
following were some of the more important questions, with answara, given, by 
Simonov. 

1 • r 

"Ql I want to know about such things as the Uotion Picture Institute 

in the Soviet Union and similar institutions. 


A: 


The Film Institute works under the Ministry of Cinematography, 
situated in Moscow, and it has the folloring sections: a school 

for directors, one for film actors, script writers, stage 
set designers and a-Bection on the hiatory of the film. 

Students are accepted into the Institute on the same basis 
as other Institutes of higher learning, but for entrance into 
the actors* division, directors*, script writers’ and set 
designers* divisions there are additional tests cf the 
applicants* creative abilities. The Institute itself gives 
a general education in the humanities. The specialised work 
in the acting, writing and directing fields la oonducted 
through small groups and work shops, which are led by well- 
known, important people in the field. The course is a five-year 
one, and on completion the students tale the regular state final 
examinations in addition to special examinations f The set designers, 
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for lnatanoe, in their final year produce a film* If the eats are 
oonsl dared good, they paae their final test* toi the aotors this 
final test ie playing an Important featured role in a film* For 
the director this nwl test consists of either a abort which hs 
will dlreot by himself or working under another director as a 
s oreatlve assistant on a full-length film* For the sorlpt writers it 
. ie a full-length feature .script accepted for production* That 
deecrlbes in general the organisational work of the Institute • For 
instance, a film Just finished, a full-length color film based on 
a Ural folk tals, bad in Its case a young girl who played the feature 
role, who was playing this role as her diploma project for the term; 
the eets were deelgned by a young sat designer who was also offering 
thle as his diploma project. 

From a practloal point of view, la it so that this writers' orgaxdsa- 
' tton mostly determines whet sub j set • shall be filmed for the coming 
year? (Mote: ms organisation is discussed in a previous answer 

by SUKJHOF and was described as a writers' organization responsible 
for approximately 75f of the scripts written and used by studios in 
Russia.) 

It The Council at the head of tha script writers' studio prepares the 

yearly plane which are presented to the council attached to the 
Ministry of Cinematography* About half the members of the counoil 
- - are attached to the Ministry of Cinematography. In addition, there 
are many other members of this latter council — about twenty-one 
> " members. They are the moat Important figures la their fields in 

. , the country. Thie counoil approves and widens the sorlpt writers' 

plan. In such cases as an argument over whether or not a script rhich 
the writers’ studio thinks is good and i3 not wanted by any of the 
film studios, or arguments over construction of the script, the 
final decision rests with the council attached to the Ministry of 
Cinematography. That only happens in very serious cases. The main 
work of the council, attached to the Ministry, which meets weekly, 
is the dlscusaioa of films already produced or being produced* 

About ninety percent of any of the script problems or questions 
are decided upon by the script writers' studio* 

Qt Ih&t about rights of the writer in other use of nis material? 

Does he sell only the film rights? Can he sell the film again 
„ ae a novel or short story? 

'.V ;* JU (lots: ' In this connection, there is presently a strong move under 

way within ths Screen Writers Guild to license rather than sell 
' screen plays, and this move has been promoted bly Communists within 

the Guild presumably in order that they may then exercise complete 
control over the script*) He sells only the right for ecreening. 
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right for publishing remains his* But sometimes they make the 
condition in the contract that the author does not hav^ the right 
> to lave it printed or published until the film hae been- screened or 

issued. That happens very rarely. Host of the studios are not much 
■- concerned whether or not the script ie published. 

.* - Qt Hen* do writers get paid j by salary or percentage? . 

Is The script writer is paid for each film* He does it by contract. 

He [.ets from forty to eighty thousand rubles for a film. 

Pi I an interested in the compensation of people employed by the studios— 
the actor, director, writer and cameraman; what is t°e connarati'e pay? 

Ai The director gets a monthly salary. There are four categories of 
direotors (Simonov then goes on to explain these categories.) 

’There are two types of acting personnel. The first is the eo-called k 
staff actors who get a regular salary. -They are required to work a ;• 
maxim im number of days a year, let us say, perhaps ten shooting days 
a month. For all work beyond that they get overtime. But most of 
the important actors work in the theatre, too, the greatest number, 
and they work on contract 

Q; These technicians, cameramen, etc,* who sets their salaries and what 
can they do about it if they consider their salaries unfair? 

At They get a two-week testing out period. After this period they are 
told they will be hired at such and such a salary. If they agree, 
they stay onj if not, they go to another place. T.ith the set 
designers, the artists, their qualifications and art ability decide 
their salaries and that is decided upon by the various art organizations. 

Cj Hhat about trade unions as they exist in America which set working 
conditions and wage scales? 

At The principle is the same. I will explain from the point of view 
as it is worked out in the theatre. In the theatre there is a 
well defined norm for the actors* salaries. In a given theatre, 
ten actors could be of the highest category, fifteen of the next, 
twenty of the next, forty of the lowest category. And on this 
basis theatres accept actors for any openings. Aal if all ten places 
V in tha M ’s heat category are filled, for instar.ee, and some Important 

actor of the highest category asks to be taken into the group, he 
will be told, 'We w>uld like to have you, but there it no opening, only 
one in the next category.' The actor must decide thii himself. If it is 
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? gpeolalIr good theatre, and the actor wants to cone* to the theatre Just 
To"* <xk there, he will come despite this. These categories are not 
etatic; they continually change; an actor can promote 5 himself from 
one to another. In the case of any misunderstanding or quarrel, say, when 
an actor might consider that he should he promoted to a higher category 
hut is not being promoted, he has two waye out. He sight apply to the 
trade union for help. The trade union would have to appoint a qualified 
oonsdssion to examine the whole question. Into this commission would 
go representatives of the theatre, repreesntatives of the whole director 
force of the theatree and representatives of the actors* social organisa- 
tions. This decision will be a compulsory one for the theatre because 
if ths theatre does not follow the decision made by the trade union, 
the union takes the theatre to court. 


But that is rarely necessary. The actor has another avenue of complaint. s - 
There is a union, a theatrical 'society which is purely an arts organisation 
and not a trade unions it its head are the most important directors and 
aotors. If the actor '£hinka he has been treated unjustly, he can apply „ 
to this organisation of theatrical workers, asking then to comment upon 
his treatment* If the organisation decides to defend the actor, its 
authority is so high that usually it will be listened to. 


Qx T^hat is the procedure In the event of dissatisfaction with wages? 

For instance, take the actors in the lowest category; suppose they 
are dissatisfied with the rate. „ V!hat appeal do they have? 

Take the theatre, for Instance. At the head are two people — 
the Administrative Director and the Arts Director* In deciding 
any hotly- con tee ted questions, the last word remains with the Arts 
Director, since in these positions, usually, there are the cost 
important actors, etc., and if there is any argument, certainly 
the Administrative Director must accept the decision the Arts 
Director nakee. So, if an actor in this lower category considers 
his salary too low, he will apply first of all to the Arts Director 
and if the Arts Director decides that his salary should be increased, 
and if it ie possible to increase it, in that theatre, then it is 
raised. However, if they don*t come to an agreement, the actor can 
then apply to the trade union and if the union agrees, the actor 
should get a hlghsr salary, they then take the /rts Id rector to 
court. But those cases are rare because the life of the theatre 
depends on agreement. 

Qi I am still trying to tackle the problem of a group action* 

Suppose not one, but all of the etagehande became dissatisfied. 

• What is their approach toward seaching a Jiigfcer wage?£ 
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V-^4|^ncaseB -where It would be generally conceded that a whole group 
^^^^f"being underpaid this question would be raised in government 

circlee and they would raise the salaries on government decision. 

^ To take a concrete exar.pl et the writers decided their fees for 

l work in magazines and books were not high enough* They continued 

diecussions on that for two years in the trade unione. The Union 
of Soviet firiters, on ita decision that the. salaries were too low, 
together with the publishers,' appealed to the goverunent for raising ; 
of their salaries and fees* A. comal set on was established by the 
government with representatives from these fields and the decision was 
to double the fees. You will excuse me if I eay something that 
is quite primitive, but I must say it. 

The whole state budget is organized in the interests of the entire 
«• population of the country. Therefore, we cannot always give people the 

salaries that their work might deserve, and we cannot always give 
people the salaries which would secure good life for them. This, of course 
is regrettable, but it does not provoke any opposition among the people 
because no one is putting their money into hisppockets. At this given 
moment the government ie not able to pay more. It iB more important to 
build and restore at present. For this a tremendous amount of money 
is needed in capital. Therefore, in the interest of the government' e 
needs, the people reconcile themselves to the conditions. The question 
of raising salaries ie very often put, and if you v ere to examine 
Soviet newspapere, you would notice often decrees calling for raising of 
salaries in tens of different categories, but the question is ITZVZR 
* EA^gorically put: 'Either you raise my salary or I won't work.' 

Qt Do you get many American filme in the Soviet Un ; on? 

A: There are the films that axe received to acquaint the small circle 

of people in the arts with American films, and then the filme that are 
received to be distributed throughout the country. 

Ot them is there that separation? 


A: The emaller circle of people decides which films ought to be 

bought and distributed. In recent times there were a greater 
number of American films on the screens in the Soviet Union, 
Unfortunately, now we have adopted the system of dubbing in voices. 
I don't like this systsa. I prefer sub-titlee. This dabbing in 
holds .up distribution for a long timej it usu ally takes six- to 
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' months to dub in a film 

quite a serious one and great actors are hired to dub in the 
voices. They do a very good Job but take a very long time at it. 

I think that the number of American filme on our screens will be 
* grestly increased; the whole tendency ie to take on core and more 

of them. 

* ■ * : 

' Qi W»t is the basis for a selection now? 

Ai The question of the creative worth of & film, the question of 

business relations between ourselves and Hollywood. Often T»hen it 
is felt that there is a great desire for comedies by the Soviet 
audiences, comedies are bought and put on the screen. Much depends 
on our own production. It is important to intelligently establish 
a proportion between the type we are doing and the type we put on 
the screen from other countries. 

C: I am interested in the exchange of people in larger numbers than 

is now taking place and would like to know what hurdles have to 
be overcome# 


the attitude toward dubblr.y 


l 


A: I am very happy this matter has come up. I have talked with several 

people already and I think it would be very desirable to have son* 
sort of American- Russian Film Committee established, which would 
concern itself with these exchanges, I think such a ccrnmittee 
ehculd consist of people from all the fields— came rwrn, writers, 
actore, directors, producers—so it could deal with all ouestions 
concerned with cultural and administrative problems and the creative 
arts. If such a committee were established I think thrt we would 
then be able to turn from theee fruitless discussions cf exchanya 
to practical exchanges. ire could concern ourselves with the exchanges 
of workers, with trips, with the exchange of information, sending 
over apprentices both here ar.d there. It would make possible the 
organizing of Periodical. film festivals and in addition aid in tho 
more intelligent and more rapid exchange of good films between both 
countries. I an going to insist on euch a committee when I gei 
back to Itoscow.” 



-aramouTK Studios, advised an 

Ayent of Qli'ice that"" noTon^i^^Eus been made by personnel of 

the Soviet vice Consulate in Los Angeles with Paramount Studios during the past 
six months. He stated that it was entirely possible that unofficial contacts 
-had beon made but that nothing had passed through his office which would 
indicate any attempt on the part of Soviet diplomatic officials to contact 
this studio. £ 
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This interview, which was conducted on August 13 , 1946, alsc 
pj^wxtecT information that the Paramount S tudios had re cently discharged several 
writers who had Communist inclinations* indicated that although 

Communists and Russians were an active motion picture industry, 

he did not believe that they would ever have any real influence in the 
industry until they learned how to make pictures properly hnd stop trying to 
convoy a eocial message. He indicated that he did not think the average 
American theatre-goer was Interested in this sort of picture. 

also advised that he recently returned from a four 
months touj^^T Europe which took him to Finland, Norway, England, Italy and 
occupied Ger/sany* He advised that he visited the Russian zone while in 
Berlin and learned that the Russians were at that time producing twelve 
pictures, using the facilities of a German film organization and C-ermtr. 
actors. He stated that these films were all Communist propaganda and were 
being preparsd for release to Central Europe. Ho indicated that there was 
no doubt in his mind that the Russians were extremely motion picture 
conscious. He recalled one Incident when one American studio had several 
prints in a warehouse in the Russian controlled zene. Efforts to jet these 
prints back have been negative, and the Russians have claimed that they were 
destroyed by fire. However, he stated that affidavits are available to the 
effect that the Russians stole the prints ard are using them in the production 
of their own pictures. 

atated in this interview that the Johnston 
office was^^^^^^tne Soviet and Communist attempts to infiltrate the 
motion picture industry and is taking measures to combat propaganda of this 
type. 

i' C-f StudiosT^W^^^^iAuf usu ±5^v7!c^^^^^r^ev;ed by^^representat^^ of this 
Bureau, that officials of the Soviet Uruon had been very inactive and that 
no contact had been made with his studio by the Soviet Tice Consulate in Los 
Angeles .since 15, 1945. 


Universal International 
40 , a party of seven Foissian engineers. 


Studios, 34 vised t h3 1 ~ n .vgus t 8, iy40, a party of seven Russian engineers, 
including an interpreter, visit ed Universa l International Studios. The 
interpret3r*s name, according vas Alexander Arkator, of 156 North 

Arden Boulevard, Universal City^^o^Cng^es, California, 


The activities of this group of Russian engineers were followed by 
this Bureau in the case entitled "Igov Nikolaevich iruroviv, These individuals 
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were in tills country with the approval of the State Department to 
inspect municipal facilities such as water plants, gas plants, bridges, 
railway and streetcar installations. Their tour included the major 
cities in this country, during which time thdy gathered infoir.aticn, 
photographs and blueprints. 

They were also interested in production figures and new techniques 
developed. The visit of these Individuals to the studios was the result of 
a request received from Ur. Albert Kriz, who is a Los Angeles architect, who 
made the request for the Los Angeles Chamber of Commerce. 


of Columbia Pictures International 
Corporati . 101 k Dlly, aivist^ t-Mii Goiumbla Pictures had no contractual 

relations with the Soviet Government and that this corporation cannot sell 
pictures to the Soviet Government as it (the Soviet Government) will r.ot pay for 
them and that Columbia Pictures has purchased no Russian pictures. 

or 

films, relations with the 

Soviet Government. He advised that in 1943 Paramount Studios had purchased 
"The City that Stopped Hitler” from the Russians for distribution in the 
United States. This film was a factual war picture concerning the siege of 
Stalingrad with narration by John fiexley. He stated tnat approximately one 
year ago Paramount Studios through Nicola Napoli, of Artkino Pictures, Incorporated, 
sent prints of the pictures "Hitler Gang" and "The Hostages" to iloscov; for the 
approval of the Soviet Government. He explained that if the Soviet Government 
approved the pictures then a deal would be made for their purchase. However, he 
stated that he has tried unsuccessfully to obtain the return cf said pictures 
from the Russians. He stated that since this time Napoli hup indicated an 
interest in the picture "The Searching Y.ind," which was. written by Lillian 
Heilman, reported as a well-known follower of the Communist line, which depicts 
the story of diplomacy in Europe leading up to the second horld Far. However, 
mm* advised Napoli that in view of the fact that any dealings with 
Artkino and the Russians were far from profitable, he consequently refused to 
have any further dealings with him, citing the fruitless attempt to regain the 
prints "Hitler Cang" and "The Hostages n from the Russians, 

an official of the fotro-Goldwyn-l'eyer Pictures 
in New that his company had no contractual relations with 

„-tne Soviet Governcent and that further it did not wish to deal with tne Soviet 
Government, as the Soviet Go/emmeot would offer to pay only about $5,000 for 
^^ricturo, which is a very low figure, according to Hr. Spring. It v.as i!r. 

opinion that the Soviet Government wished to purchase pictures derogatory 
t^th^yuverican way of life. For example, the film, "Johnny .Eager, " which eas 
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a gangstur picture. He advised that his company would not permit the sale of 
euch type pictures to the Soviets. Mr. Spring also advised that approximately 
two years ago, the Soviets attempted to make a deal with his company 
whereby they would purchase pictures from L'etro-Goldwyn- Layer for showing 
in Russian theatres if UGU would guarantee certain running time of their 
pictures, in American theatres. However, he advised this deal was not 
consummated. He etated that during fforld l&r II, the following pictures were 
eold by l f GM to the Soviet Government! "Edison the Van" and “Song of Russia. " 

:f Twentieth Century Fox Film 
Corporation, ftife Company hai rio contractual relations with the 

Soviet Government and that he could not remember that his company had sold any 
pictures to the Soviet Union within recent years. He advised that the Soviets 
wanted to purchase the film "Grape3 of Trath" and were even willing to 
pay approximately $150,000 for the picture. However, he stated that this offer 
was turned down as he believed the Russians wished to Bhow this picture for 
propaganda purpoees. He also stated that "Grapes of Zrath" was not the type of 
picture typical of our American way of life. 




r of KKO Radio Pictures, Inc., 
advised that hie corporation had no contractual relations with the Soviet 
Government. Hs stated that the Soviets had purchased the picture "Forth Star" 
and the picture "Eambie," approximately a year and a half ago, "Bambie" being 
a Walt Disney production and the story of a little deer and other animals. 
"North Star" is an American picture described as being one of several specific 
propaganda films tending to 6how American sympathy to Russia. He also advised 
that 8 major motion picture companies had arranged to fora a motion picture 
export association and assign their rights to eell pictures in certain foreign 
areas to this motion picture export association. This was done for the 
commercial protection of the major companies. Tnese companies are a3 follov.ss 


ffO RADIO PICTURES 

v»apj:er shot hits 

PARAMOUNT 

MiTP.O- COLD?? YIt-IiAYXR 
20th CENTURY FOX 
UNI VII SAL 
UNITED ARTISTS 
COLUMBIA 


the major 


He explained that under this arrangement if a picture made by one of 
studios wae sold to Ruseia or certain other foreign countries, all the 
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major companies would obtain a percentage of the sale price. It was his opinion, 
as it was the opinion of other motion picture executives, that the Russians 
had been interested in purchasing American pictures not truly depicting our 
American way of life and pictures which would show our American way cf life in 
a bad light* He stated this association, which was formed October 4, 1945, 
is known as the Motion Picture Export Association, Inc«, of New York City. 


Associatio 



of the Motion Picture Export 
and stated that his association was a 


Delaware corporation and had no contractual relations with the Soviet Union. 
He advised that his company distributed pictures of the aforesaid eight . 
majcr companies in the following 13 foreign countries: 


Japan 

Korea 

Holland 

Austria 

Bulgaria 

Czechoslovakia 

Hungary 

Netherlands (East Indies) 

Poland 

Rumania 

USSR 

Yugoslavia 

Germany (probably American Zone) 

He stated that the association was also formed to promote harmony 
in the distribution of these pictures among the various companies. He ttaued 
tnat so fnr American pictures are being distributed in Japan, Korea and 
Germany (American Zone). He stated that his association was sending 
representatives to all thirteeji countries in an attempt to sell American 
pictures. He advised, however, that no dealings with the USSR have been 
consummated up to this time* 


c 
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(November 14, 1946, through February 14, 



Russian rims 


The Hollywood Reporter for Octooer 28, 194t, under the heading 
■Reds Admit Their Pictures Are Tops" stated in part as follows: 

■Film critics *can arrive at one conclusion only, that Soviet 
oineoa art ranks first in importance and profoundness,* V. Polporatsky, 
Correspondent for l 2 vestia, wrote in a story on *Tne oam.es Film 
Festival,* released here last week by the US Sr. Embassy. Praising 
the F'rench films and the ‘great craftsmanship of Disney’s files,* 
the Russian writer held that the impressive record of awards to 
Soviet films was justified by their 'vitality, faith, in the future 
and the struggle for it." 1 

The article stated that the American films tend toward standardisation* 
Cne critic remarked that films are stamped in Hollywood just like automobile 
parts in Detroit, "liany of the films shown demonstrated the moral de- 
gradation of much of the world’s cinema art. The majority of tne non-Soviet 
films waich were shown in Cannes were devoted to the decadence of the human 
mind. Drug addiction, dipsomania, and mysticism un_er the guise oi psychology* 
Such was their essence. 11 "A direct contrast is supplied by the Soviet films. 
Even the other contestants admitted the superiority of tne Soviet filns." 



) 


) 


(February 14, 194? to April 22, 194?) 



In connection with this investigation the Los Angeles Office 
developed information that Dierkes is presently acting as technical advisor 
for Jay Sichard Kennedy, an independant notion picture producer In Hollywood. 
Dlerkes was assigned to Kennedy 1 * picture 'Assigned to Treasury* and to s 
projected follow- up picture tentatively titled "Secret Service." 

Investigation of Kennedy reflects that he is a business associate 
of Sidney duchman, an alleged Communist figure in the Los Angeles area c.r.d 
a producer at Columbia Studios* Kennedy reportedly esse to Los Angeles 
approximately one and one-a*lf years ago from Sew lork to confer with Sidney 
Buchaan about a screen story shich be subsequently sold to duchoan* Tnis 
story was baaed on sate rial taken by Kennedy fro* the confidential files 
of the Treasury Department and is being wade into a picture by a Joint pro- 
duction unit of Kennedy and Brahman. inis picture is to star Dick Powell 
and is entitled "Assigned to Treasury." 

lhe Los Angeles Office reports that fro* a source closo to buchnan 
it ascertained that Kennedy was a somber of the Communist Party, although 
the Sew fork Office was never able to identify hi* as a member of the Cultural 
Section. It is reported by the Los Angeles Office that Kennedy's importance 
In Party circles was evidenced by the fact taat his leadership was being 
reviewed at toe same time as was the leadership of John bo sard Lawson, a top 
motion picture alleged Communist figure* 

ftie Los Aiit,eles Office also reported that there are various 
references in its files to liaison missions carried ay Kennedy in contacts 
wltn Carl kinter, former Cnaiixan of the Los Angeles County Coausunist Party 
in the past few years. 

In the latter part of February, 1947, there appeared an article 
In the Los Angeles "Examiner" stating that the Roosevelt family had abandoned 
their fominr policy of refusing to allow a motion picture to be made on the 
life of the late President and had agreed to a film based on the life of F. D.R. 
which will be in the charge of writer producer Jay It.ciiard Kennedy* Tne 
news item pointed out that James Roosevelt was to be technical advisor on 
the film and would assist Kennedy in selecting the material and snaring 
. UT the financial interests of the picture. James Roosevelt added in this 
* article that Kennedy would soon meat with Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt and stated 
that he had obtained her permission for Kennedy to write and produce the film. 

r 


- ki 


Jl further article appeared in the Loe Angelas papers carr ying a 
data line of February 27, 1947, at lie* Tork, la which Era. -Elrfnol* Loose volt 
stated that while her Bind was not changed on the subject of ActiEres of 
Pi-esideat, her son Janes took the position tnat sine? there ana 
noT^^^fiP'stop such pictures, it t,&s bettor for the family to cooperate 
and thus obtain as accurate a presentation aa possible. 

'jd torch 19, 1947, the Los Angeles Office reported that the status 
of Diorkes with this projected picture was not clear as of that date. Tney 
further reported that Liorkea was on a atat-us of leave without pay with 
the Treasury Dej*art7ient until Harch 24, 1947, and that he had (given no 
indication a 3 yet as to what his future plans would be. lhe Los Anpeles 
Office further reported in this connection that Dicikea has had an offer to 
return to the Treasury lepnrtnent for active assignment, that his position 
witn Jay fichaid Kennedy could be extended f t his option ana, l'urtner, that 
he recsivoc an cihor of liaison Agent in Hollywood for the Jay Arthur dank, 
Kotion Picture Int -rests of Great Britain. 
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V' COMMUNIST INFILTRATION OF RKO STUDIOS f . 



INTRODUCTION 

v Under tho following designated sections there is incorporated 

• herein the latest information available concerning the above entitled natter: 

EKO Executive Organization 
and Staff. . ^ • - / ' • 

EKO Producers : . - , * 

RKO Directors 
RXO Writers 

RKO Actors and Actresses 
RKO Feature Pictures Con- 
taining Communist Propaganda. 

RKO Contracts - with Soyuzintorfiklno 
(Soviet Movie Trust) for Sales of 
711ns* 

jLs will be noted, such of this memorandum is devoted to digests of 
information concerning the leanings of persons affiliated rith RFC. Those 
descriptions are incorporated according to the categories in which they are 
employed at RKO Studios* 


I. 

t 

u. 

in. 

IV. 

v. 

VI. 


VII. 


At the outset it may be stated that RKO ranks sixth in size and 
importance in the motion picture studio group in Hollywood. Since January 1, 
191*2, RKO has produced or released approximately ninety full length pictures, 
apd in addition has produced and released many short subjects. 


1. 


RKO Executive Organization 
and Staff. 


RKO Radio Fictures has an executive office in O'er, York City, -.hi ah 
is responsible for the financing and management of the national and inter- 
national aspects of the business. The studios are located in Hollywood, ifcere 
the active production of the pictures takes place, and in addition, there is 
a motion picture exchange also located in Los Angeles where- all pictures pro- 
duced are marketed. This summary deals only with the production end of the 
business* 
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Charles W. Koerner . According to 1 

a reliable paid informant, Koerner, Executive lTJur .resire-nt m cr.al 
production for RKO, must be aware of the Communist situation in this studio. 
The informant has advised that Koerner la a member of the Lotion Picture 
Producers Association which has discussed t he _Corga unlst situation in the 
notion picture industry on many occasions. A^H^recalled that Congressman ' 
Martin Dies discussed this situati on with tn^Kxecutive Board of the 
Association sone tine ago. IH^Bhas advised he does not believe that Koerner 
is sympathetic with the Communi st movement, although he cannot be moved to 
take action against it. |^H^fehrs pointed out that the chief interest of 
Koerner, as head of procluctRT at RKO, is to release notion pictures with 
box office appeal in order that RKO may be financially successful, anci that 
he is not interested in fighting Communism. . 


C. Bakaletnikoff . This person is Musical Director for RKO, and ' 
according ToS^MH^THe^THformant, Bakalcinikoff is Russian bem and is 
affiliated Russian-Anerican Club in Los Angeles, which was re- 

portedly organized by Michael and Clara ’tfalden, who are members of the h'orth- 

« ection of the Los Angeles County Communist political Association. 

has described Bakaleinikoff as a "careful sympathizer," one who is 
rticularly active in political affairs, but who has provided music for 
meetings sponsored by such organisations as the Los Angeles Council of 
American -Soviet Friendship and the Russian-Aoerican Club, both Communist 
groups. 


Janos Crow is the as sistant wo Willi am Dozier, General Production 
According to^B^^^Crow mas formerly President of the 

advised that prior to the Vollyvcod 


Aide to Koerner. 

Los Angeles Newspaper Guild. 

Citizen-Nows" strike in 1933, Cron cooperated with the Comunist fraction 
in the American Newspape^Guild, although during this strike Crow was critical 
of the Party program. j states, however, that Crew still socializes 

thaw!ni 
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with Conmmnists, and that wnile Crow will follow the Conmunist program in 
some of its aspects he will not follow the Communist line completely. 
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Willi am Dozier 1 b the General Production Aide to Ghafles K. Koerner 
advised that boiler was formerly the head of the story Department 
Paramount Studio. - In this capacity, he hired su ch, known flommunists as 

■ t Bernard Gordon and Don Gordon. J|^|^state3 that there has been 
an affair between Heta Reis and Dozier of many years standing. Meta Heis, 
by way of identification, is a member. of Club A-3 of the Northwest Section 
of the Los Angeles County Communist Political Association. The stage and 
screen magazine "Variety" of July 21, 19ldj, advises that Dosier had been 
made. Aide to Koerner and that Dosier would act as General Production Super- 
visor, for .Koerner, supervising all story purchases as well as being in charge 
of writers and writers* assignments^r^ddition to producing a nueber of 
important pictures.: According tdVjjjHV Dozier, though not known as a 
Communist Political Association mcnBer^has been active in Communist affairs 
during the past year and one-half. The informant has also advised thrt 
Bozier was active in the 19ii3 Writers * Congress sponsored by the Communist 
controlled Hollywood Writers Vobilizatlon. At this Congress he was - member 
of the Advisory Committee, as well as a member of the Feature Film Panel, 
which was chaired by Richard Collins/ known member of the Coranuniat Party. ... 
The informant has further reported that Dozier, while at Paramount Studios, 
elevated Adrian Scott, known Communist, from the rank of writer to the rank 
of Associate Producer. When Dcaiej^^ft Paramount and came to RKO Scott 
followed him and is now with RKO. fl|HVhas pointed out that in his 
capacity as Aide to Eoemer, Dozie^i^uie highest executive in the Holly- 
wood RKO Studios, next to Koerner, and that in his capacity as a supervisor 
of the Writing and Story Departments, Dozier is in a position to pass on 
all Communist propaganda which might be injected into any film made by RKO, 
subject to revision only by Charles Koerner. 


v 
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II. RKO Producers 



Prior to setting forth the various people in this category Tith 
Communist affiliations at a varying degree, the following observations are 
made concerning the general capacity of a producer a s basta upon information 
of general knowledge and that supplied byl ^ ^ ~ ' 


*Y. 
>dT. 
n . 


The producer in a studio is the official responsible for arid in 
charge of the actual production of a picture. In many cases producers are 
the heads of proauction companies or units which are almost independent of 
studio ma r agement, although the completed picture night bear the label of the 
E^SdfKfcudio releasing it. This is true with' respect to RKO. 
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Producers are principally interested in conpletin, 
£ and night neither be aware .nor interested in any die 
Ejected into a given picture by the -writers or di 
as the picture as a whole has box office appeal* 




picture for 
Communist 
so long 

The producer is the final arbiter of That the picture is to contain 
n it is completed. Therefore he is in a position to cut out all Coi.mrunist 
propaganda when he recognizes it or when he cares to take this action* 
Similarly, If a producer desires to inject Communist propaganda into a 
picture, he being in charge : can' do so; then the only person who can override 
the producer is the executive head in charge of proauction. 


As of November 1, 19hh, RSO had fifteen producers, fourteen 
associate producers and or.e short subject producer* Following are listed 
those Ei.C producers who have Comrunist affiliations or connections indicated: 


Niven Busch has been described one who appears to be 

/- sympathetic^ with l^ie~ Communist movement and on^wno is supported by Communists 
because of hia writings* The informant knows of no organization of & 
Connuni8t character to which Busch has belonged, nor does he recall any 
specific pictures for which Communists have expressed their likes. FTa de- 
scribed Busch as a "liberal" writer. 


Harola Edgar Cluroan is said to be a native-born citizen. He is 
a dlrector-proaucer and writer f orRK^Studios * His father anc mother are 
said to have been born in Russia. states that Clurman claims to have 

' ' directed twenty-five Broadway suc<^Wes7 including "lien in Tfnits" , "Awake 
and Sing", "Gentle People", "Golden Boy", and "Deadline at Darn." 


;ociau 
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'urther advised that Clurman is a personal friend ana 
"nchot Tono, John Garfield and Clifford Odets, all of 
whoa are said to be connected in the Communist movement. Hie wife is Jtelia 
A-ler, an actress. While there is no definite record avai^^^^to shew 
Clurman is a member of the Communist Political Association das 
advised that Clurman has been active in the following Conmun^^^frJ.'lacnced 
or dominated groups: 


Tolapr 
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t>rson_ 

Harvlon 


Group Theater - a leaner 
Director of Marxist plays 
International Onion of Revolutionary 
Writers 

Member of New Theater League 
Joint Anti-Fascist. Refugee Committee - 
active worker^ 1 



Russia, 



[has further informed that Clurnan made seveml trips tc 
at one time referred to the United States as th« "middle class 
He directed "Waiting for Lefty* and "Paradi8e"Lo3t K , both of 
\ whicr^wre written by Clifford Odets. He signed "the Letter#of 150", 

L Justifying the Moscow purges in 1937* Be protested against thejselease 
cf "Tennessee Johnson" picture. Hs is also a lecturer at the Hollywood 
Wri ters School run by the Hollywood Writers Mobilization. 


•; . * ' ■ ‘ i T - . r 

Don Hartman is an Associate Producer, and according na 

was a member of the League of American Writers, and is presently act^t in 
the Hollywood Writers Mobilisation, the successor to the League, botj^f 
which are Communist controlled. This informant has advised that^^^BBnaa 
also been active in the Hollywood Democratic Committee which is 
Communist contrcllod group. 


David Hempstead . According to 
director who has fol lowed the line of the” 
Directors* Guild. 

Communist ■ovement 


o^^wed 
, eHE^ac 



Hempstead is a former screen 
onmunlst fraction in the Screen ■ 
describes Hempstead as a sympathizer with ths 
'dvises,' however, that he has no evidence of actual 


mcmbsrstiip on the part of Hempstead in the Communist Political Association. 
Ths informant could not advise of any organization under Comrunist control 
in which Hempstead ha3 bsen active. 


Kunnally Johnson . According tow^^B Johnson was active ir the 
Contemporary Theater during the years 1936 an<^^37, which the informant 
has stated was organised and controlled by the Communist Party. He believes 
also that Johnson wa3 activ^ir^he New Theater League also under the 
domination of Coamrunists. termed. Johnson as one who, by his activities, 

has shown sympathy for the^^^5mi3t movement, but described Jolnson 
having a ''spotty" record, i.e., active only occasionally. 


Tfilllam Cameron lienzies . advisee that Honzies was a 

former instructor at the League of Berdan Writers' School for Writers in 
Hollywood, and is presently teaching at the Peopled Educational Center, 
Hollywood Extension, which is the successor to the School sponsored by the 
League of American Writers. Both groups have been described as being under 
roi*on Communist control. The informant does not know wnether. Menzies has beer 
e k. ?»*a_ ;r, ai !±ier of the Communist Political Association. 

Cle*» 

Carrey 
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ave been bornf rPBSio and 
:ta reported ithat Nichols 


^member of the Jahn Reed Club, 


Dudley Nichols la said bj 
educated a£ Oxford University, Bngls 
.dMAgto Bollywood In 1933, and eoon beci 

MHlMVt writers club, and that in 193li he was associated with John Howard 
Lawson, John Bexley, Robert Tasker and others, in organizing the Hollywood 
Votion Picture Writers Union, which is now known as the ScreenTctor:-; Guild 
In 1936 the Communist gained complete control of this Guild. In addition, 
jhola was very active in the following alleged Cornmnlst and Communist 
front organisations: 


> - . r •> 

Screen TTiters Guild 

League of American Writers 

Hollywood TJriters School — teacher 

American Peace Mobilization 

North American Aviation, Inc. Rildcat 
Strike - June I 9 I 4 .I - supporter. 

A chief speaker at. Writers V Congress 
at UCLA, October, I9ii3» 

Active in American League for Peace 
and Dekccracy, 193S-1939. 

Sponsor of and active in Hollywood 
Anti -Nazi league. (Elected member 
of thie group after cnlni nation of 
"Stalin-Hltler Pact"). 

Supporter of "The Tanks are 2tot 
Coming" program.. 

Contemporary Theater. 

New Theater League 

International Union of Revolutionary 
Theaters - Moscow, 1932. 

Signed proteets against investigation 
of Moscow trials requested by John 
Dcrey in 1937.. 

Supported Loyalist cause in Spain in 
1937. 

Member of reception committee for Andre 


Kalraux - French Communist at time of 


: . Tiliot 
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visit in Hollywood, August 16, 1937. 
Member of Sleepy Lagoon Defense Committee 
Sponsor of los Angeles Council of American 
Soviet Friendship, 

Member of Citizens Committee for Harry 
Bridges. 

Member of Screen Writers Guild 
Member of Hollywood Writers 1 If 
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Adrian Scott was fornsrly a writer at Paramount S^dioa and was 
to the rank of producer at Paramount by Gillian Dorlor, do.sciibtd 
herolnbtfore. Scott was subsequently cade producer at HKol According to 
available records pertaining to tho Dealership list of the rtorahTresi- section 
f the los Angolas County Coaraunist Party of 1944, -cott was a ne»b?r of 
lub A-l. These saue records reflect Scott ia presently a ueabor of Club 
A-l, Uorthwest Section of the ios Angeles County Cosamnist political 
Association holding 1944 Coraaclst Political Association pook Suaber 46332. 
Pearl tows, the secretary of Scott, according to the same records, has 
acted as group aenberahip director, as well as labor chalraen in two clubs 
of the lorthrost Section of the Cocaunist Party, Los Angeles. 


Orson ITellea was born c the State of ■■ isconain . r. 2vl5. ' • - ’.us 

bcci a vl roc tor, actor and writer, and was foraarly employed by FtKO a. a 
director* Positive proof of his af fili^^^| ith the Cocaunist Political 
Association is not available. However reported v 'olleo bus been 

affiliated over a period Of tine with 'organisations, either 

Consunist controlled or influenced t 

Hew Theater Alli&nco 
League of American V’riterc 
Attended 4th ~ritaro’ Congress ~ 

University of California, Los 
Ang«le3, October 1-4, 1943. 

Keicber of Bridges Defense Ca.'3nitt*c 
Meaber of American Peace bobiliuation 
. - Kecibcr of Theater Arte Const it tee 

Sponsor of Itoscue Ship Wiss.Lon to Spain 
lieohar of and active in Joint Anti- 
Fascist Refugee Cosraittct. 

Sponsor of Loo Angeles r, oui - :r;I? of 
A.jjcricr.n ."ovUt . T 'rit:id^. ; :ip. 
t'eri-er of Hollywood haicc ratio •Ccr.-uttee. 


II J. RKQ Directors 


or© 



Prior to llutiag the various directors, the follow in,: observ. tionrj 
aa bur o.l upon inforr.utiort of general kno^lou:.'® arJ that iuppVl'd by 


Tho director of a notion ploture is in charge of the actual taking 
and filming of the pioturo. He is in turn directly responsible to tht producer 
He ba« complete charge of tho set, tho actors, caceranen and other c.-iploy~es on 
the lot. Ho io In a position to inject Corauin.lot lines lft. a action picture, 
subjoct only to revision by the producer. 


7 



At 


la o: Koveaber 1, 1944, there war* eighteen directors On ths pay- 
SX C Studios. Following 1* a list along with descriptive date of 
have Corsawfst affiliations: 


Herbert Joaeoh Diberean is presently crploye J by pjo> as a director 
wriWrl According to jaaabership records available of the Sortfcwust 
Section, Los Angeles County, Coaaunist Miticol Association, Siberian is 
presently attached to Clnb A-3. He was formerly organiaer of Branch - B, 
Kortheest Section of the Los Angeles County Coratmist Party in 19 '*3. He was 
the foroor Beat Coast director o^hs American Peace Voblllzation, renowned 
CormmiBt front. According to Ribercnn at one tbao was the lender 

o' Cossuntst activity In the notior^icture industry, but cinco June, 1941, 
when the Cocnuniat lint, changed to advocating all-out aid for the tar effort 
ho has boen supersedod by John Hov.«:rd Lanaon, oovie writer. He ha* t.l’-ays 
been active in such groups as American Council on Soviet UolaticDb, League 
of American Writers, Hollywood Writers liobilisation and Hollywood Eeaocratie 
Coanitteu. . , . .. , r .\ t 

i ' 

. „ . • i { 1 i • * 

Frank Portage . Accorting to^^|^ Horz&ge is mildly aynpatnetic 
to tho Coiemni^t causo Joes njuknor any Coounisf organisations 

to which Dorscge has belon^S^^iliO inforrant described Eorzage cc ans "rfio 
goes along" with tho Cottourdat fraction in the Screen Director: les.u:?. 


Danny Haro is a director of the dance and directs in all studios 
in Hollywood, accord ing to information availablo. JHHB states that Sure 
was a ncsber of the New Theater League and the Iheater Alliance, 

ar.d that he has bean a teacher in tho Actors Lcb, described cc & Corr.urlst 
controlled group to train actors and actresaes. His last directing *cb, 
according to records available, was in "Hoot the People”, produced ly : 1M. 


r dv<ard fteytryk . According to available rjeerde of tic Ho-d-hvc^t 
faction roaberohip of tho Los 'Angeles County Cc.aisunlst 'Yrty, hrytryVc in 
Jure 1944, was a member of Club A -3 ('fritcra). He an instructor at the 
Peoples' Educational Center, a Cosnunlat group. According to inforac olon 
received, Dnytryk admitted to lir% Lela Sogers, S’-Tt associate producer, that 
ho ic a C~jwainist. 



J 
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Howard Kotabroo^lB cot e known Conaunist members*, p book holder, 
er, accordiiig~to^^B| ho la a ncsber of the League <|r' A»erican Trrit. crs* 
““ 1st front and toucher at the Lcaguo of Arsarlc&n tfritt-rs School 

in Holljwood. Ho ia presently an Instructor of notion pic^jre direction at 
tho Poojle’e Sducotional Center, Hollywood Fjcbension, which ts“the successor 
to the school sponsored by the League of American T.riter'i. Fstahrcok has 
n affiliated with the Hollywood Writers* kobilir-ation, hccrinist successor 
group t c the Leaguo of Anorican Writers. Ho has recently been n&K^^scret ary 
•of the Council of Hollywood Guilds and Onions which, according was 

aet up i-t the instig&t'on of Coasunlata to cantat the Motion Pi Lance 

for the Preservation of Auer lean Ideals, and anti-CosaauriiSt organisation. 
Lotabroik is a aanbor of the Executive Council of the hollytOud ikiac-oratic 
Cocnittee in which organisation ho has been active. This organization is 
indicated to bo a Conrunist controlled group. Uc is also a Califor.-Ja 
sponsor of American Touth for De^cracy, successor to the Tcurg Govur-lat 
League. , 


Prltg Lang . According to Umg la a German refugee who cane 

to the United iitates la 1936. He produced "Fury" and became a hero of the 
Corr.ac Coaesinlst l^ew Theater League ao a result of this production. He has 
been currently active in the Free Germany Movement. 

Levis Mlloatono . according bum in ILuscii- er,-: claims 

that he wi 3 naturalised in Uew lork City. Tnu informant states that filestore 
ative to Hollywood in 1919 and that in 1936 he was active in the former 
Coaaunist groups^the Hew Theater Le-gae and Contemporary Theater. Hllestone, 
"according to VHHB cerred on the Committee to Honor Andre Valraux, French 
ComauniBt whc^Sc^ to liollywood In 1937 to collect funds for tho LoyrIi3t 
cause *n Spain. He signed protests against the investigation of the Uccocr 
trials requested by Professor John Dcwoy in 1937. !Ic ia cr» active r.ur.b_r 
of the dorr.urist Holly ood .Oenocratic Coniuittee unu ho uoortorui t'\ . 
coption for . ikiiAil Kalatozov, Russian film director ct tho -, occ-.to ■'■. \ t 
Hollyv.osid, on ..uguat 12, 1943. 


Lconi-Jo Uot.-uy . According 'oguy is a Kuauii.r. refugee who 

mixes socially wj.th Hollywood Coesuniata. The infonaunt knows o:‘ no Cocsur.lat 
organization to which Hcguy belongs, although he hu3 stated that the farmuniSts 
like b'oguy. 


Clifford Odets . according to^HH| is a native-bom citiron. ~t 
~ has been a writer and is now characterlco^as a director and a producer. He 

1. recently produced "Hone But the Lonely Heart" for MO (described here Lifter). 

— The plays T&ifcing for Lofty", and * ? ?ill tho Lay I 21a" are attributed to 


• are at 


v ■ 


- 9 - 



I 



|d 193 


Lf 


ttorshlp. having been written during the yeuru 1934 ^id 1935. According 
"^theso two plays are considered Cosxmist propaganda since tie/ 
jlWIWl the role of tho Cosaur.lat Party in underground wafrit and in trade 
union werk. 


I 


Coaaunl 



ror.i 


r hac advised that Odets has been act.ve In the folio* -ng 
Is and organisations and groups having Cojsmniat influence: 


Ifecbor of the Ifew Theater League - (Keobar of 
Rational Advisory Council of League in 1935 which 
was then affiliated with the International Ini on 
of Revolutionary Theaters with beadruarler : at 
Moscow. 


readier in the hew Theater ichool in liew 14 ri:. 

Menber of the Haeator Arts Costeittco (TaC) - 
(Also itenhor of Rational Advisory Council for 
organisation). 

One of the origi:^' orgfiniccra o r th" Learu- 
American Tritars. 


Chairman of tho r.clejntior of Tour.g Couth:: '. str, 
who reportedly rant to Cuba in 1936 to prottut 
arrost of workers. (Ha Is said to have boon 
arrested in Cuba with other nonbers of the group - 
wrote booklet "Rifle Rule in Cuba" m conjunction 
with Carl Stcno Beals, which work hr. 3 been de- 
scribed as pure corcrunist propaganda). 

''por.sor of benefit in 1939 for Ant il " ri-.rri 
and tdi-j Abralicc; Lincoln Brigade. 

In attendance. at Fourth "rite to Cougrc.;j, ho. fork 
City, dune, 1941. ( fh.cn elected nc-fter of hi. tior.nl 

Executive Board of the League). 

On reception cop-.itteu Honoring bil-hail Kalatonov, 
fu«3ian filn director - (it 1/oca.rbu Cafe, fugurt 
21, 1943). 


John G. Honeyconbe, a /oncer Jcncur.ist Party neater, 
has etated that he was in atte ndanc e at Cor nun 1st 
Party see tings with Clifford Odots. . 

















Bari art Blbaraaa, (Bibcrnan was described previously -under 
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Alien Bortrti . According to Cocauniet Party naxberBbd©- lists 
available itorets wus recently a nesber of Cltib A~l, Northwest Section, Lcs 
r reloa County Ccessuniat Party, holding l^U* Cosscunist Party Book ifcsbcr 
13621. There la so record of hla current activity in the Comunis t Political 
Association. 


Harold Bucbrann, According to available Conaasist neabcrship 
lisle cf the northwest Section, Los Angelo* Section, Cossnunist Political 
Association, Eucbnan la liter at tiro director of Club A**l, Korthwcst Section, 
holding 191a Ccaauniat politioal Association Bock Kuaber U61J 2. Pucfcnan 
baa been active in the Hollywood Writer* 1 Mobilisation and in the Kelly- 
wood Deocoratio Ccoaittee. Be was a amber of the Executive Board of 
the Vest Coast American Peso# Mobil! cation during its existence. 


Yal Burton . According to available membership list* of the Los 
Angeles Conramlat Political Association, Burton is a wester cf Clue A -3, 
Northwest Soot lcs, holding l?Ui Ccsnuniat Political Association c.ecbcr3hip 
card nuabtr li60O3. He la active in tho Hollywood Democratic Ccanittca and 
the Hollywood Writers' Mobilisation. 


Edward Chodorov . According to available oesaberthip list* of 
the P»**y, Section, Los Angeles, Chodorov was a 

wcsSber of Branch 7., (oempeaed of people cut of the city), and was 
Scheduled to be transferred to the Raw York Cultural Section of the 
C carnail at Party on April 28, l?uU. 



of Aneric:*n i-vitcrs. 
call to the Fourth 



* that Chodorov was a senior cf th< Icajue 

further infer nod that Chodorov signed the 
cf American britora in lylil. 





Howard Eatahrock . (Described pr«vlou«X 7 under Section "RSC Directors* ) • 

John rente, according la ea Italian by birth and Is believed 

to be a nal'uraliaod citizen. He was a ttonber of tfca League cf Anerican writers 
and la cloee to Cracn w'elloB, cellab crating with hin in scenario writing. 

Anne FroeXich . According to available naebership Hots of the Scetb- 
vest Section, Ccoaaniat Party, Loe Angeles, she was a toenber of Club 1-3, 
having 19Uli Coecamlrt Party mm iberahip book /U8673. Her l?i*I* Coswsunist 
Political Association wbershlp book la not available, although she was re- 
cently observed in attendance at a CobbbopI at Political Association Besting 
(Club A-3) by Bureau Agents. 


Oliver H. P. Garrett . According is a novelist, 

■jlMBuis advised that Carrctt is a masber of the League of Acerlcan Viriters, 
th^nollywood Writers ' Mobil!, sat ion, and has been active in the Hollywood Council 
of Guild* and Unions which was farmed to ccabat the Motion Picture Alliance 
for tbs Pre servation of American Ideals, _a_rroup organised to ccebat Cesr.ua iss. 
Abocrding ^ a reliable paid Informant 

until on, Garrett was one of the 

principal speakers at a meeting on June 28, 19hU, of the Council of Hollywood 
Ouilds Ad Unions, at which tine Oarrett gave what t'iO informant descricei as 
the sost settled Coanunist speech of the evening before nine laandrod ptcplo. 


Sheridan Gltney . Ad cording toaH| Cibnoy was fcareerly President 
of tho Screen Writers ' Guild and is ourrcntl^activa in the Hollywood 'riters* 
Siobllicatian. ITe participated In the 19b3 7rlturBM3cogres* sponsored by tho 
Hollywood tTritora* Mobilization. According in 1?U3 Oibney hold a 

reception at his haze for Paul Pobeacc and Max icrg?n, both Negroes, at which 
the Ccrasunist element in Hollywood was well represented. Yergan and Rcbeacn 
are well known fer their Corcuniat affiliations. 

- lh - . 
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Fra nco* Goodrich . According to , 
prognun. Her haaboad i* Alb' 



_ she lo v 
iiCOtt, d 65 



athetic with 
sd hereinafter. 
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| Horten Orant . A coca* ding to iMEberahip reoords available c? the Los 

1 Angales County Ccocunist Party, Grant hold CoBer?rri atrip 

s.~L«k #505ii2 and vac a aecber of Club A-3. According 1-^ « ounber 

of tba League of Aaorloan Sri tars and participated in Congress 

sponsored bjr the Bollywood Writers' Mobilisation, In which group be la also 
active. Hi* boas ha* been a meeting plaoa for Oosnunista* 


Albert Rackett . According: to Hack at t haa long been active 

In the r.rvrrcm< St ‘wcvepsot in Bollywood ax^vaa a nar.ber of the League of 
American '/Tit era. He waa elected to tho Executive Beard of the 3cr&” TTiters* 
Ouild in October, The informant has advlaad that Rackctt was ruv:-r a 

leader in any other wovacenta, nor doea he have any proof that Hackett la 
actually a aaaber of the Cr—ml at political -Maceration. 


Don Kartran. ’ (Previoualy described under Section *?-K0 Produoera"). 


Lillian Kallsan . (lirs. Arthur Kober). This p®recn has 
record as a sympathiser with the Coam grist movement. Accor din,; tc she has 

been officially connected with the national Headquarter* of tho Ccgru^*^ Forty, 
Be* fork City. She ia the author of *Tatch co the Rhine 0 and aha wrote ‘'Berth 
Star". Both have been *nAa into plot urea which am ooisidored to have a atreng 
propaganda oectant. The records of the Btrroau reflect her to have connect! cna . 
with inmraerabl® known and reported Ccnoonists, as cell as Conaaniat front 
groups . 

Nunnaily Johnson, (Previously described under faction r-roduoors n ) 


Aver: Kcndel described handed as a n nild" Ccrjwrriat 
i~npa '- IrieerT The infomont haa atated tliat Cancel rationalises "a great deal 
and dcea not follow the Cossuniet line ccarpletloy. 


Herbert Kline. According to Los Angeles County Ccassuniat Party 
records end® available in 1?U3, Elina was a neriber cf thr Hevsparcr tjrrit of 
the Los Angeles County Cocnsunist Party in 1933. Cri July 16, lylit, hi® cat was 
: . -obaerred at a "People's Mcrld" benefit party at the hooe of E. T..Hsrborg, 

V ~1?1 Worth Bentley Avenue, Teat Lo# Angela#. The • People* a acrid" is the 


tut Coast Ccaaunlot am organ. According 
ftr-cter In the League of Amrloan Bribers 
teaches at the People's Edu actional 

•OuOOl. 





•.'liftefcas-been an 
Itrti i 
^sor t 


lor ’Btrlwsrs, sod 
Cantor, successor to this 


Barry Euralts. According to^^^^Kurnits has lean a nctsber 
of tha League of Acarloan Writers and f o^RP^r 1 taught at its Writers 
School in Bollywood* This inf arrant advised Euraite was aotiva in tha 
Atari can Peace Mobilisation and is now active In the Hollywood Writers* 
tiobilisati.cn, aa wall as tha People's Educational Canter, Bollywood 
Extension. 


Richard Landau, According to^^m landau is tlv^uy^nd of 
Leanne Zu^'anith, a writer at ’Srertieth Centwy-fcx Studios 
advised that Landau's wife, aoccruing to reports he has has been 

a ranker of the Oconoplst wevooent for years and a writer for “lie* lias J os". 
She le further reported t^H^Hhs having -Steer, a member of the Leagu* cf 
American Writers and the AmHBH Peace Mobilisation. The informant has no 
inferaatien en the specific activities cf Landau. 

S. E. Lauren . WB: avisod that Lauren has been estiva In the 
hollywood Brit ors'» itohl l^aticn and in the Hollywood Democratic Cceadttce. 
The inform r,t further advised that whilo he did not knew ^bother Lauren 
was a ranker of the League of Ansrlean t hi tors, ho did recoil that Lav r on 
was vary closely associated with it* 


Eroet La very was recently elected President of the Screen 
Writers' Gu ild "er. T~ aIao Chairman of the Hollywood Writers' Mobl Illation. 
According tJIHH Lavory, hicseif , is not a knerr Ccniomiut, al though he 
is synpathetx^BWi the crovosent end the Cammirtc are us ing hin a s a 
front because he is net known as a Cowrami at at the studio advised 
Lavery is oo«paratively new and in h is opinion the Ccmsunls^^^^ruse bia 
successfully. Lavary was active in the 1913 writers' Congress as sponsored 
by the Hollywood Writers' Mobilization and - as been active in the pact year 
in the Counoil of Hollywood Guilds nd Unions, which group It is recalled 
was sstabllehed to fight the Motion Pioiure Alliance for the Preservation 
of Acorican Ideals - an anti-0 cwmaaiat group, According to technical 
sources close to ^chn Howard Lawson, who is regarded as the real Consult! at 
leader in Hollywood, whan Lester Cole, fanner President of tbe Screen Writers 
Guild, was naainatod for reelect! ca. Cole withdrew in order that Lavory ^ould 
have no opposition. According to the ease sources toe reason for -this ccve 
was that the Commit sta did not want to split the progressive vote and, 
accordingly, backed La very la the election. It is to be rated that he had 
no opposition since he was the only one nominated for the position. 



Arnold Manoff . According to available Communist F ar tv membership 
records, iS S7? wn« fnrV^rly Director of Club A^, Horthweat 

Section, Los Angelee County Communist Party, holding aeisber*iip”book /109O9. 

^ to have been a delegate to the Loe Angolee Counly Comnurdat Party 

^^WrEtcn held October 31 > 19U 3» at Los Angeles. According to the iseabership 
^ records referred to above, Ifanoff has also been connected *3fch_£he following 

y ~ samuniata groups: The Western Writers 5 Congreee, League or American Writers, 

sreen Writers* Qnlld, and the People's Educational Center. He has also been 
subscriber to the "People's World," the "Daily Worker" and has been a 
regular reader of "The Communist" / According to the mehbsrship records avail- 
v / .able, his wife, Huth Kan off, has" been a functionary in the Horthwest Section. 

Lewie Kcltser , according to 1?U3 Conucurdst nembershdp records, 

Joined the Party in 1 9b3 under the name of Lewis Callahan, holding 191,3 

n kaav a ^ 

• ■ ■ WKA fS k/vwtv JJ y « 


active in the Hollywood Writers Mobilization. Ho evidence is available that 
McCoy is actually a Party member. 

Josef lliechel , aliae Peter Warner, ie a writer for EKO Sturdoe 
according to the most recent information. Ke was born in Austria and naturalised 
in Los Angeles, October 10, 19liu Available Los Angeles Coirnaurdst Party 
■enbership lists indicate Hischel Joined the Comrunist Party in Los Angeles 
in May, 19ii3, under the name Peter Warner, and was assigned to Branch 1, North- 
west Section. He is said to have been a newspa per corr espondent before coning 

. x — k — t_i - —.—1. — . / X u nvn — .Ji x _ 1 x 1 1 r 

wy -in iuo ■ujtc. wjlhi iuvu* ocvuiuu^ Wiiiibidtoa 

•films for foreign consump tion. Re has been a the Hollywood Writers 

Mobilisation, andjH^^Botatee be has advocated an alliance on the part of 
that organisation Society for Cultural Relctions with Foreig* Countries 
(70KS) in the Soviet Urdcn. He was a sponsor of the Writers Contes'., Jni varsity 
of California, Los Angeles, in 192:3. 


Horace McCoy. , According 


|L'cCoy has been a member cf the 


Lters; taught in this organization's school and has been 


Leo Mittler . Wittier is an associate of reported German Communist 
sympathizers in Hollywood and has been a contributor to the Free Qerrran Moyanent, 
He was present at a reception given in honor of Mikhail Kalatozov, Soviet Film 
Representative in Hollywood, on August 22, 19h3. 

L. *• 

cim* 

' — c _ y _ u - ,11,^5^ 

um 9 ” Jane Uuriin , according tppp ie not a cecbar of the Concunict 

Association, but is used apparently by the Communists. Her activities 
— have been generally in the Screen Writers' Guild as a menfcer of the Executive 
— B o ard, and in the 19li3 Writers* Congress where she was a Chairman of the Ticket 
I'miorg Co mmittee. . 

. Jrueg * ' ~ ■ 

Julrx Ta.-r; * V 
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Ho ary tty era, according to neafcershlp records aval^ibie, was formerly 
jiI'DIroctcr of Branch A. northwest Section, holding Party nsaberahip 
rSr 1?U, #25065. Ho was a noaber of the Laasu* of Aniriaan Writers and 
taught in thoir Hollywr.cd school. Through a surveillance Agf-r.t.n it la known 
ha attended a neetiry? with Alexander Trachtenberg on February 7, 1?L3, at the 
League of Anerioan tfritora School. Traattaabarg ia a aeaber of the K&ticoal 
"Toanittee cf the Cowamiat Political Association and Literary Director. He was 
cue of the three out bora of the CTO stage show entitled "Uarchiag with Johnny," 
which ployed In the Eastern part of the United States in 15^3. 


Dudley KiohoLs . (Previously dee bri bed in Section "PKO Producers"). 

Arch Obcler , according toV^^Bvras formerly Eastern Ra.^i cml Vico 
President o£ tn» Radio Writers' Oull^Hf^a an alterr.ete on the Sxecvtive 
Council of the Radio Direct ora’ Onild, Hollywood Chapter. Ha was a neater of 
the League of Aaerioan Brit era end was active in the 1?13 V'rlters' Congress, 
subsequently being a q saber of the Continuations Ccamitte* thereof. Cn April 
15, l?Lu, as a result of a physical surveillance, it was loomed that a car 
registered to (Holer was observed nt the Hollywood liobllo Theater whore John 
Howard Lawscn wac addressing new recruits of the Northwest Section cf the then 
Cocrunist Party. This was strictly an invitational seating and & aar. was 
oLeerved who cay have boon Otoler and who left Cbolor 1 a car. 


Clifford Odwts . (Previously deacribod under Section "PUG Directors 15 ) 
Don Quinn . (Described hereinbefore under Section "EEO Directors* 1 ), 


Stanl ey Roberta . A car registered to Stanley Re'--..-; t j vaa s.h.iorv’eu. 
a-i a result"oi' u physical surveillance at a B rc-ople‘s 7>crld n (Cuwunf A lost 
Coast nous organ) bcnoiit party at the hone of 7. Marburg cn July 15, 1912*. 
Jrca teohnical scurcoo close to John Howard Lawson, Flollyvocc. Ccsccrdst leader, 
it has been learned that Lawson stated that Eoberts is <ho kind of per a cr. who 
will pc along with "the ethers", but who ie net iapcrtarrt - undoubtedly Eveaning 
that Robert* will gc along with the Cocntciot cause when he r.as supporters. 
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David Robison . Robison Is a reader and a writer at j ffic. According 
to membership records ^available for early 1944* Robison waX a member of Club 
B, Northwest section, Los Angeles County communist Party, fcd later was active 
p eh B, Communist Political Association, holding Coffirmist political 
Association card for 1944, #46889. His wife, Naomi Robison, is Northwest 
Section Financial Director, apparently handling all money fin the Northwest 
;ection. She is a member of Branch D (Radio Artists), Northwest Section. 


. yaldo 1'iller salt is a tree lance screen writer, According to 
membership records until recently he was organizer for Branch A (Writers) 
Northwest Section, Los Angeles County Co m mu n ist Party, holding 1944 Communist 
Party membership book #48986. He. has been active in the league cf American 
Writers, the Hollywood Democratic Committee, the Hollywood ..Titers 1 Lc-bilization 
and the council of Hollywood Guilds and Unions. He was formerly Los Angeles 
Treasurer of the National Foderation for Constitutional Liberties, a Co.tnunisrt 
dominated group. On September 24, 1944, ho was observed by -'gents in .attendance 
at a birthday party at the homo of Carl Winter, President c: the Los gales 
County Communist Political Association. His wife, Mary Salt, is a member of 
Branch F (Actors) Northwest Section, Los Angeles County Communist party, and ■ 
is an instructor in the Actors 1 Laboratory, Communist actors 1 work shep. 

Adrian Scott . (Previously described under Section "RXO Producers") 1 


Allan Scott is the brother of Adrian Scott and, according tc' 
he nas teen a member of the League of American ritors, and ht;? been active 
in the Hollywood Writers 1 Mobilization and the Hollywood Democratic Cofnittce. 
Jane ’lead, who formerly lived with Scott, has been ^^^gnunist functionary in 
the Northwest Section for some time. According toH^Hjone of Scotty 
screen plays, entitled "So proudly Do Hail", was strlc^y in line with the 
Communist theme that the jresent war is a "peopled war", Allan Scott is not 
knorn as a Connunist political Association moaber. 


pud pllson -ichulberg v.’as born in New York City, and is pre.-.-.ntly 
an Ensign in t.ie United States Navy and assigned to the Ci'Pico of strategic 
Cervices. Ho was previously a screen i.Titer ar.d^^soid to have alternated 
between Hollywood and Mexico^City. According toH^ gchulberg wes a writer 
for the pictura "Government Girl" produced by RK^unoR* the direction of 
Dudley Nichols, described hereinb efore. Schulbcrg i3 reported to have been e 
Communist party member He has been active in such Communist groups 

in the Hollywood area 


American League for Peace Sr. Derocracy 
Hollywood Anti-Laci League 
Hollywood League for Democratic Action 
Hollywood Peace Forum 
Motion Picture Democratic Conmittoe 




t 


American Peace Mobilization 
Hollywood theater Alliance 
Contemporary Theater 
United Spanish Aid Commit teo 
Joint Anti-Fascist Refugee committee 
. New Theater League 
potion picture Artists Committee 

Curt siodmak . H^HLhas described this person as a refugee who is 
regardod favorably by Ho!^^ood communists and who fraternizes with them. 

Harold J. (Hal) Smith . Available Communist menb : rsMp records for 
1944 reflect that Smith was forcer Membership Director of Club a*-3> 

Section, and held 1944 Communist membership book #48677. Pie v:ift, f;ivia 
Smith, is known as a f or^^functlonar' ' of the Nort hwest section, Communist 
Party in Los 0 reliable informant, until 

■ recently a meribar of advised Smith was a 

writer of a pageant to hare been presented at. a rally for Hiliium z. Foster, . 
National Chairman of the Association, which xas under the auspices of the 
Los Angeles Communist Party Executive Committee in July, 1943. 

Ray Spencer . According to availablo membership records for j. 944 
he nas a member of club B, Northwest section, Los Angeles County Cour unist Farty, 
and nov. holds 1944 Communist Political Association card #4 

Joe Swerling . According toflHB c:»erling was an instructor in the 
League of American yrritors School for^r^^Ts in Hollywood, and was active im 
the Joint Anti-Fascist Refugee Committee, and attended open Communist Pa rty 
meetings. The informant states that Sterling is currently active it the 
Hollywood Democratic Committee. 

Frank Tnrlcff . .According to available mrmoaroliip records, ..trlofi 
became a member of the coHnunist Party in 1943 end later held 1944 Comrunist Tarty 
membership book # 48663 . 

Best Taffel, according to membership records, in presently assign!.:', to 
Club /- 1, Northwest section, Los Angeles County, Communist political icsociation, 
and holds 1944 Communist Folitlcjl Association card #468X8. She was formerly’ 
a club functionary. 






| f ront. 


Barry Trlvers . believe 3 Trivera to be 1 thefbr other of Paul 
mm*e ; a knoun ccmiumis^TSrty member. Barry Trlvers, according to 
is corpora tively new in Hollywood, and ia not a member of iny Corsruinis- 
front, tut is a sympathizer and one who fraternizes with communists. 


— Dalton Trunbo was born in Uontrose, Colorado, Dec e-doer 9, 1905. ::e 

is said to have been the writer of "Tender Comrade", reoently produced by FJCO, 
and has aloo been employed as a screen writer by HGIS Studios. Available 
Coaouniut Party membership lists in Los Angeles indicate he was a raeuher of 
Branch a/ K orthwest Section, Goamunist party, Los Angeles County, under the 
Tarty ni'ise Hal Conger. Trumbo is a member of the Screen Writers’ Guild, the 
League of American Writers, and was a contributor to the "Clipper”, the 
publication of the Hollywood Writers Uobilization. Ke wac a member und 
speaker at the meetings of the American Peac^lobilization, and the '’jt^onsl 
Federation for Constitutional Liberties. states T-uubo wrote a 

pamphlet in defense of Harry Bridges, antOia^^’itten articles appearing - 
in the C ommunis t west Coast news organ, the "Peoples florid." Re has been 
one of the most active members in the Hollyiood Democratic CoflB&ttee and was - 
extremely active in working against the Uotion picture Alliance for - 
the Preservation of Democratic ideals, an antl-Cnnmunl st group formed recently 
to fight Communism in the notion picture industry. 

Brenda flelsberg . cs advised that .-.cist-erg v.as formerly 

active in the now defunct H^^^^^d-Nazi League, and the Joint Anti-Fascist 
Refugee Committee. She is currently active in the Hollyvccd Democratic 
ganuaittee. . The. Informant has described her. as a rank-and-file person who 
has never bean a leader in any of the groups, but he has stated he does not know 
’* if she is an actual Communist Political Association member. 

John Wexley. The November 15, 1944* issue of "Variety" states 
that tills person hac just returned from military service and tus assigned 
bv RFC to handle the sereen play "Cornered" for Producer '.lion Scott. 

According to available 1944 Communist Tarty membership recoils, . enter \;as 
a member of Brunch A, Group 2, Northwest section, holding 1944 Communist Party 
book jitLS640. These records -reflect he was given special lo..vc by the Pertp 
to go into the United States Array. According to dispatcher iu the "People's 
TJorld", he made a trip to Europe and was in Russia, but returned around the 
first of November, 1944, at which tine he was discharged frem the United 
States Army. 
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Y. R.K.O. Actors and Actresses 


R.K.O. has no contract "star players" although it^eaployes >Lat 
aro knovn as "stock: players", generally hired for a period of liuc merit us , 
and consequently, the players roster is continually changing. 

The "star players", when used in an R.K.O. release, are signed 
only for the picture and are not under^ regular contract. 5 ince January 1, 
1942, aj proximat ely 160 different actors and actresses have had leading 
roles lr R.K.O. feature picture's. ' As of November 1, 1944, R.K.O. had ' - 
fifty-five ttock players" on its roster. Listed below are those actors 
and actresses who, since January 1, 1942, have taken a leading part in 
pictures produced or released by R.K.O. and who have Communist connections 
as indicated. There are listed also those "stock players'’ vitk Ccnnunist 
connections who are presently on the R.K.O. roster. 


Lucille Ball, motion picture actress. • According 3he ; 

is a member of the Screen Actors' Guild and to his personal knoE^cge, she 
has taken an active part in and supported Communist— controlled fronts ia.’V 
the Hollywood area over a peri od of s ix or seven years. She vas registered 
as a Corisunist voter in 1936. flM^Vhas also stated that in 1936, Lucille 
Bull was appointed as a member o^^tne state-controlled conmittee of the 
then Communist Party of Los Argeies County. The official records of the 
Registrar of Voters reflects that she sponsored Communist candidates for 
office in 1936 (vjhen a voter sponsors a candidate, the voter must state 
tli at he or she is a member of the party to Wulch the candidate being spon- 
sored belongs). According to p.cne Valla, former Communist Party member 
‘and subsequent witness for the California State Legislative Investigative 
Committee, she, Rene V all e, attended over a psriod of time. Communist par- 
ty ner ticnfcers' classes at the hone of Lucille Ball on North Ogden Drive. 
Thia informant also stated that since Lucille Sell has become. pro:uir.er.t, 
she has not been taking an open stand in communist ectivi'-i-s. 

I ~lnyd (Bud) Bridges . According to available Con-ranis t Political 
.tssociotlcn. renbership recortis. Bridges joined the then Com.. .uni at Party in 
1943, and /as assigned to Branch K of the Northwest Ccction and no*, holds 
1944 comunist Political Association Card No. 46950. Bridges is also active 
iui the ,ctors« L-boratory, Communist Actors' lork Chop. 

Jean Brooks . According to available Communist Farty membership 
rocoro, Jean Brooks held 1944 Communist Party membership took No. 16972 . 

3i.e is a subscriber to the Cu^unist news organ on the West Coast, the 
- "People's ,'Korld." ... 
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Virginia Bruce , According she became active in Con- 

ounist effair3ln 1938. She la a aember of the screen Aci^TF’TJuild. Ac- 
cording to she was a member of the Emergency Comitiee T>f the Coc- 

^unis t ? f ati-^K^^eague to save that organisation at the tame many deserted 
^■■wbganlzation because of the pact between Stalin and Hitler. She has 
also be<n a member of the American peace Mobilization and ^he Notion 7'icture 
Artists* Committee for Spanish Aid. proof of her membership Hi the Com- 
munist political Association is not available. 


.... . Morris garbovsky . According to available membership records of 

th’c Communist F^rty in Eos Angeles, Carnoveky and hia wife, known pz’-ofes- 
Gionally as "pheobe Brand”, we re transferred from New lo:-k to the North- 
west Section of the Los Angeles Communist Party in early 1944. Camcvsky 
now holes 1944 Ccrsmunist Political Association membership card No. 46951. 

No is attached to Branch F, Northwest Section, 

Aaron Copland Is t musician and according .as a member 

of the League of American writers and a former instructor ai its school . 

’ £3 also advised that Copland was active in the 1944 Musicians 1 Congress 
cdly organized and controlled by Communists. He was also active in 
supporting the Harry Bridges Defense Committee. 


Joseph Cottcn . According lotto; i io a rio.jucr of the 

. bxcutivc Board of the Screen Acto rs* Gui ld and ia 2 sympathizer ;:it for.- 
raunist alc3, but is not a oenber. ^■jBhas advised trial Cotton supplied 
his name to many front organisatio^W!Res and is a mender of the Com- 
munist Joint Anti-Fascist Refugee Committee. I!e is a product of the fetors* 
"laboratory, ' Communist actors’ workshop and is currently active in the Holly- 
wood Democratic C^^cittee. 


Olivia De Hcvilland, inforu-.o. L..:t Li ills personal 

knowledge, this person began erjS5!SSi£ sympathy for- the Co.-.v-iniot ca-.sc 
in Kelly wood in 1942, and since that time, has taken an active part in 
various Communist front, activities such a 3 the Hoilyrood fo'.vittea for 
"riters in fpclle and the Free People's Dinner honoring Paul Robeson. Che 
is a sponsor of the Communist Joint Anti-ra3Cist Kcfugie committee. f:ie 
signed e protest sent to the State Department, pretesting z:\a detention 
of Jesus Kernsndes Torus, Spanish Communist v«ho was temporarily held by 
• I. .migration authorities at Seattle, Washington in 1943. She attend-jd the 
reception of Fikhail Kalatozov, Soviet motion picture representative, at 
the yeeanio C^fo> Hollywood, on August 22, 1943* Its is a sponsor of the 
Los Angeles council of American-Soviet Friendship and a member of and active 
^in the Russian- American, club. , 
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John Garfield, Alias Jacob Garfinkel. According -o’ 

Garfield is a citizen and has had his name officially changed 
Garfield, He is a member of the Screen Actors' Guild, Tt 
has advieed that Garfield has been very active in Communis 
jies for the past seven years and further, that Garfield 
id Trriters' school, a Communist organised school, 
that Garfield returned hone on or about L r ay 1, 1944, from 1 
front where he had been on an entertainment tour. At this time, Garfield 
advised he had Interviewed ITarshal Tito while in Europe and eulogized Tito 
-for his great efforts. According to available Communist membership records, 
Garfield's wife, Roberta, was active in Branch H, Northwest Section, Los 
Angeles Committee of the Coamunist Party and has been a member of the com- 
munist Political Association, - 



Ire Glrahwln . According to^m^irshvdn is a member of the 
j.eagus of American writers and a f ome^jvstructor in its ocftcol. Kc has 
been active in the Ihisicians « congress, the Hollywood Democratic Cc.mrj.ttes 
and has been a sponsor of the Harry Bridges Defense committee. 


Cary Grant . advised he knows Grant to be a Communist 

sympathiser, although h^mows of no commniet organization vith which r 
Grant has been affiliated. The informant stated that Communists make a 
great deal over Grant, although he does not know whether Grant fraternizes 
pith them. 


Paul Guilfoyle . According he is an Actors' lab product 

who was formerly active in the Kollywoo^Theater Alliance. Guilfoyle pas 
an actor in the etage musical, "Meet the People", a 1940 anti-war shop, 
■■reportedly produced by Communists. The informant does not know whether 
Guilfoyle is actually a member of the Communist political Association. 


Paul Hcnrcid . According Henreiu was ooru in Auat.ia 

and is a product of the Actors' Lab, Coircunist Actors' jerkuhep and u 
sympathizer with Communists. He is not known as a Gojinranist and the inform- 
ant knows of no other organisation of s Coomunist nature to which Hunreid 
has belonged. 


James vVong Howe w as a forcer instructor in the Hollywood League 
of American writers* School for writers and is presently an instructor in 
the People »s Educational Center, successor to the : Titers’ School. lie cur- 
rently lives with Sonora Babb, who holds, according to available menoersuip 
records, 1944 Communist Political Association membership card No* 46224. 


•Valter Houston. 



informs that information Houston's 
tical Association is lacking but that to hio, 

nc Comm>inist- 


^embrrship in the Communist Po3 

'-personal knowledge, Houston has supported Communist' 
cor^rWied activities. He is a namber of the Executive Board of the Hollywood 
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Democratic .Committee. ^^^■t.dvised that Houston is a close friend ana - 
aesociatt of Jay Leyda aa^uoris Ivena, Communists who are importa nt in 
the .production of documentary propaganda films y Houston txbS attached to 
the League o f Americ an Writers and the. Hollywood Writers’ Jabillzation. 
jdinf. to%MB Houston has met many times with leading ^Communists at 

Dean Jagger . According to^B^this person is sympathetic 
with the Cccmninist movement, although not active therein. 

■■ > ' Ruth Nelson , ' According to available Communist membership records,- 
Ruth Kelson was recruited into the then Communist Party in 194-3* an a now';, 1 
ho^^Conaiunist Politico! Association membership card ffo» 41773. According 
tof^Bshe is a product of the Actors* Lab, a Communist Actors' Tforlc 
Shop^Eurther, according to this informant, Ruth Kelson is considered by 
Coomunists to be one of their be-t developments end is receiving the Co-Or- 
exunist "build up". It is to be noted she plays rn importer t part in the 
motion picture Br tiilson tt . 

• Rosalind Russell . According to^m> she has been a member and 
& sponsor "of a large number of Communist fronts, among which have been! V 
Hollywood Anti-Nazi League} Hollywood League for Democratic Action; ■Cos-...; 
mittee of Fifty-Six* - an organization advocating the sever-.nce of relations 
r.lth Germany prior to the Stalin-Hitler Pact} Motion Picture Democratic 
Committee; Free VTorld Association of Hollywood; and Hollywood Democratic 
Committee (Executive Board). 

George Sanders . According is an Actors* Laboratory 

product. He is a member of the Screen At^^^^Guild and is described by 
the informant as a Communist sympathizer, although the informant cannot . ad- 
vise of any Communist front group connections of Sanders. He added that . 
Sanders is definitely not a leader and that he has no evidence of his actual 
Communist Political Association membership. 

Tam nr a Toumanova . According to^^B she. ic the vice of Gassy 
Robinson, producer at R.'i.O. She is a Russian-born career vho is the pro- 
duct of the former Ne« Theater League, t Communist— c ont roll eo organization. 

Orson t/ellcs . (Described hereinbefore under Section "R.X.O. 

Produc er s "j. 
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VI. R.K.O. Feature Pictures Containing Cotminist Propaganda 


At the outset, Inf orman us stated that thl "last cm* or 

rstery" type of escapist film arenot^ suitable vehicle lor Communist 

end that Communists do not expect that every picture or even a 

" majority of pictures produced by a studies, be a Communist vehicle. The 
informant has advised that from his experience in the Communist movement, 

\ CocEiunists consider themselves successful even if one of tv^euty-five motion 
V .pictures contain important Communist propaganda. He stated this propaganda 
may consist of the spoken words, the actions or even the implications in 
sequences.' ' 

t ■ - - ■ : ■ :• " 'A .■ '■ • ■ ■ 

Communist propaganda has varied over a period of years and it is 
to be remembered that prior to June 1, 1941* Communists declared the present 
war to be an imperialist war, but since that time end continuing to the pres- 
ent time, Communists have completely reversed themselves ana in varying stages 
have fallen in line with the Governments program of “win tile war and .in the 
peace", proclaimina^^gsclves to be “super-patriots". This pretended posi- 
tion, according tc^^H^Vis merely & pretext and in fact, the Communists have 
ao cloaked th eas el ve^an order to deceive the public and gain prestige and 
leadership. I’ ■ 


The informant has advised that the present tactics of the C-rrjnist 
movement in the use of the motion picture as a propaganda medium are to re- 
frain from directly advocating Communism, but to create sympathy for the 
Soviet Union and picture the Communist, either national or international, as 
a patriotic, loyal supporter of democratic processes. It is for these reasons 
Conmunlst propaganda in motion pictures m ay be extremely difficult mo detect. 
Further, the "patriotic* role of the Communists is being utilised to the full- 
est extent to further penetrate the industry. The informant states that the 
purpose of this intensive penetration is to prepare for the future so that the 
powerful influence of the notion picture may be used in the interests of inter- 
nationalism, according to the Marxist— Lenin philosophies. 

Recently two articles have appeared in the press, one in PI ar.d the 
other in the Daily Worker, which have indicated feelings that R.n.O. cooperates 
with “Fascists". In the July 2 S, 1944, iasue of ?!, in the column by iidianus, 
entitled, “Speaking of Movies"., R.K.O. is referred to in the following manner: 

“Most recently, however, it has accepted the unique and unenviable 
etigma, being the only American film company milling and anxious to 
distribute Fascist-made films in the U.c.A. It is distributing (or 
trying to distribute) the Franco-made Spanish film, Goyescas, in the 
U.S./s. as a tribute for the privilege of distributing its Hollywood 
product in Fascist Spain. Goyescas is the film V. inch ell attacked on 
the radio 'Sunday night." 
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It was further stated in this article: 

"Apart froa & mounting indignation and disgust wiAh this 
sort of trading with the enemy’s agents, there ha3 als| been a 

g concern OTer how such a reciprocal trade agreement with a 
Fascist country might affect a Hollywood studio's own production 
quality. Obviously ant i-F as cist films would not be permitted on 
the market in a Fascist land. Obviously too, no business-like 
Hollywood studio can afford to produce films for export only. Th9 
inescapable conclusion therefore is that all its productions must 
be acceptable to all its markets which, logically means an end to 
anti-Fascist film-making by studios aiming to trade with Fascists. 8 


The article then refers, however, to the fact that E.K.O. had, in 
the past, produced enti-Fascist films, such as ■This Land is lime" and "Tender 
Comrade". 


With regard to its future releases, the article states that L.S.O. 
promises fifty or more feature-length "escapist and comedy themes 8 predomi- 
nately, with the exception pf one or two "prestige pictures 8 . The article 
states, 

"Otherwise, for the great burden of the way, the going will be 
intrigue, bang-bang, and technicolor kisses, the same old messy 
misrepresentation of America and its tastes that charscteriEed most 
Hollywood film production in the prev:ar years." 

In the other article referred to previously, the one appearing on 
page fifteen. Section I of the September 17, 19L4, Laily Worker, was entitled 
"Warner Brothers Eespect Franco". This article refers to a lest Coast article 
describing how Hollywood has responded to Franco* s summons to do business with 
him and his silent Axis partners. It is stated: 

"R.K.O. and Universal are already doing business with him. 

Pari-nount and 20th Century-Fox are reported interested, but Warnar 
Brothers hr .3 unofficially let out the word that they will not tai:s 
part. 'Unofficially* perhaps because cur State Department is in- 
volved tc the extent thet it ic encouraging this exchange of busi- 
ness between the countries. let no anti-Axis sentiments are per- 
mitted in any of the pictures accepted by Franco. This is bound, to 
have some influence on the content of films. Does it account for 
the fact, or is it just coincidental, that Universal acknowledges 
a present schedule of chiefly 'escapist* musicals?* 

The reported exchange of films between this country and Spain is 
attacked in the article and Earner Brothers is eet up as the "consistent" 
l' studio since it will reportedly not do business with Spa in . 

r 
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Within the past year, several movies which, according to tne 
informant, contain Communist propaganda, have been produced by R.K.O. These 
axe listed hereinbelow with a brief description of each. 


, - . . "The North Star " Sarnial .Qoldwyn production released by R.K.O. 

of this picture wa3 Lewis Milestone, a eponeor^of and active in 
a large number of CormmiBts fronts. The writer of the script was Lillian 
Heilman, a reputed Communist and a close associate of known ■'Communists. Jay 
Leyia who was Technical Director is a known Communist Party member. The film 
jieals with life in a small town in Soviet Russia prior to the tine of the 
Nazi invasion and subsequent to that, invasion. The picture has been attacked 
viciously In the press a3 Communist propaganda of the Soviet Union and as a, 
picture of life in the Soviet Union which la not consistent with the facts. 

"This Lrad Is Mine ". This was released in June, 1943, £^d is a war 
drama dealing vith conditions in the occupied territories under Nazi dervination. 
The ecrciin play was written by Dudley Nichols who was co-prcduccr vith Jean 
Rsnoir, both of whom have been described hereinbefore. 

Mflu. advised that this picture conveys the idea that the Kiddle- 
. class caimotbe trusted to fight against dictatorship, but that only the work- 
'' ing class can be relied upon to fight Fascisn and' that it follows the principle' 
- of class opposition as advocated by Marxist ideology. In its cast are George 
Sanders, Phillip Merivale and Walter Slezak, all of whom, according to^^H^ 
have cooperated with persons favoring the Comnuniat Political Association line. 

"Government Girl *. This was produced ana directed by Dudley Nichols, 
described hereinbefore. The writer of the picture was bud V:ilson Scr. fLberg, 
described he*relobefore. Tne star of the picture was Olivia De Kavillund who, 
according has been in frequent contact with Communist elements ana 

has been associated with the Cccmuni8t-controIled Joint Anti-Fascist Refugee 
Committee. 


"Tender Comrade ". This was written by Dalton Trumbc, described here- 
inbefore. It 'ms produced by David H^ostead and directed oy Edward Dmytrik, 
vno has been described hereinbefore. that lines in this r.cvie 

were of the Ccununist propaganda 


"None But The Lor.elv Heart ". This waj^^ectec by Clifford Odets and 
produced by David Hempsteed who, according shown decided sympa- 

thies for Co raro ni am over r period of years. Tn^u^.e star is Cary Grace, who 
has been alleged bytfHBto move socially in Communist circles. 
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VII. R.K.O. Contracts Hith Soyuzintorgkino 
(Soviet Movie Trust) For Sale Of Films 



It has been learned from the Foreign Agents Registration Se.-r„ion 
-of the Her Division, Depart^^j^Jus^^e that on July 13, and July .?, 1944, 
conversations were had. witbv|^HHHHH one of the Vice-Presidents cf R.K.O. 
< studios 'relative to the mat'S^o^^ctaDlJabing a corporation composed of stock 
holders f rom R.K.O. and Soyurlntorgk In o , the Soviet notion picture combine. 
^^HHflHHHpointedout to the Foreign- Agents Registration Section that- R.K.O. 
^n^So^Tzintorgkiiio were contemplating dividing the profits equally. So fur- 
ther progress at that time was indicated. However, the October 9 , 1°14, issue 
of the *;'cts Vaek" Magazine carried an article to the effect that R.a.C. ar.c 
Soyuzintc rgkino had entered into an arrangement thereby R.tf.O. >;ill clsCrituic 
five films each year vhich cost $ 50»'^00 eacn. to produce, uic in turn, coyuzin- 
.torgkino is to release a like number for R.K.O. in Russia. R.K.O. , according 
to the article, was not made the sole global, distributor of Russian films. ' 

To date, no additional Information has been received with regard to 
this arrangement or with regard to the character of the movies to be released. 
Undoubtedly, however, the Soviet films which rill be furnished to E.X.O. rill 
be highly propagandistic if the previous policy of the Soviet Union un the 
risking ard distribution of its films is followed. Furthermore, tny film r-do 
by R.K.C. for distribution in the Soviet Union rill undoubtedly be cer.sorec 
most caref ull y by the Soviet Union. 

■RKO Soyuslntorgklno Deal * 

The October 9, 1941, issue of ■News Feek® (page 24), carried 
the following item: 


"In Hollywood’ s current scramble for the pert-war foreign 
film market, KKO has out-sprinted the other studios by signing 
a two year contract with Soyuzintorgkino (Soviet ’iovie Trust). 
Unccr the deal, 1K0 will* distribute, in the United States and 
elsewhere as agreed upon by the trust, £ yearly .tininu.- of five 
Soviet films purchased at $50,090. In return for every Russian 
Pi cture the U. S. studio handles, Soyuzintorgkino will purchase 
an t;K0 nevie at the same price for distribution with the U.w.S.u. 
Tc facilitate these business deals, a ne?; corporation soon will 
be set u j with HKO and the Russian film trust, each holding a 
50# interest. The Soviet Union’s determination to cut its own 
alice of the world film market is seen in the trust’s refusal 
' .to RKO as Bole global distributor of Russian films.* 

... ■ .. fa 
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(Movember 14, 1946, through Feoruary 14, 1947) 


- Dora Schary has been elevated to the vice presidency of R5G pictures 

f and put In charge of all production of pictures under e five-year contract. 

^ ffte a company, Radio-Keith-Urpheum (HitO), is one of the major companies in the 
motion picture industry in Hollywood. Tne appointment of \ £r. Schary '..as mde 
by David Selznick, the head of the company. 

J£r. Schary, as director of all production, would determine the tjpo 
of picture produced, the personnel employed in the cultural preparation and 
direction of the picture; in fact, hie power would determine the entire trend 
of the production of that major ^roducting company. 

Hr. Schary has a long record of activity ae e strong Communist 
sympathizer. Some of his activities are es follows: 

Former member of the League of American Writers, 

Teacher in the Hollywood inters School conducted by the League 
of American Writers, this League of American Writers was affili- 
ated with the International Union of Revolutionary Kriters, head- 
quarters, Moscow, Russia. This school is not knov.n as the 
Peoples Educational Centsr and is still under Communist control, 
las a memoer of, and extremely active in, the Hoilynocc inters 
Mobilization, 

Member of the “advisory' coranittee" of the Fifth ,'riters Congre.. s, 

Me rber Executive Council of the Hollywood Democratic Cczruittee, 

Member Executive Council of Hollywood Independent Citizens Co.mittee 
of the Arts, Sciences and Professions. Was also vice president oi 
this organization. 

keshar di the Russian-Acarican Club of Hollywood, and 
Supported the Council oi Hollywood Gu. Ids and Unions, an organization 
eet up to defend Communists in the motion picture iidustry. 








733. IH7ESTIGA7IGX CF COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES IS THE 
MOTION PICTURE IKD03TRX ET THE CO^ITISE DR 
UH- AMERICAS ACTIVITIES, 

HOUSE OF EBPIiaS SHI ATT 7£S ( 


F 


The House Coesdtteo on un-American Activities annctaaced to the public 
or* June 20, 1945, that it had voted to investigate eubveralve activities in 
Hollywood to dotoralne whether film stars and producere wore involved in a 
Tiot to overthrow the government. John 35. Rankin of Mississippi, Acting Chair- 
man of the Concittea, cade the onnounceaent, stating that so such call had bean 
ro calved about a dangerous plot to overthrow the government centering around 
Hollywood that the Committee had voted to send investigators to the west co&nt 
at once. Mr. Rankin did not elaborate in hie statement to the press on the per- 
sona involved in the alia god plot or its nature but indicated that before the 
investigation was finished some "big names" would enter into the inquiry* 


illASCK ypR T-F ??£?GSZD IRVTFTIDATIOM 


The decision of the House un-American Activities Coseittee to inquire 
into Communist infiltration of the wo lion picture Industry appears to have been 
prompted by article a originating in Los Angeles newspapers following e meeting 
in that city on June 3, 1945, which was sponsored by "Hew Masses" sag arias and 
held in honor of 91 ill am Gpopper, cartoonist for that publication. This seating 
was arranged by Doretta Tarcon, field director for "Res Masses." Ths principal 
speakers sore Richard Bransten, also known as Bruce Minton, who is contributing 
editor to "floe Passes;" Ruth RcKenney, wife of Richard Branstsn, who is also a 
contributing editor for "few Masses; rt Joseph Fostar, fils editor for “h'sw Masses; * 
end Gillian Stopper* 


Clippings from Los Angeles papers which ware cade available at the 
time stated that speakers at the meeting indicated that Communist propaganda and 
activities would in the future become centered around Hollywood; that Communists 
were seeking to strengthen their ties with the White Houee; that relations be- 
tween the United States and the Chi eng Kai-Shek Govcic-iant ct China must bo k 

broken in order to further tho plan of Soviotiuin£ all oi Asia; that pressure 
must be exertud to continue itr.u-lec.sa aid to Russia; and \L.\ pretty young 
girls in the Communist Touth covenant should be used to favorably influence con 
in the armed forces. The Los 'Anglos "Em-inor" published a story setting cut 
tho reaction of several civic organisations and civic leaders to the reported F 
dieclosuros malo at tho jousting, all e-xprecoing indignation and dnuanding action' y' 
to counteract the alleged Communist progron. F 


the Ins Angeles Office reported that information regarding the seating 
on June 5, 1945* had been received from inforasrits prior to the time it vt&s hold 
and that inasmuch as it wue indicated information of some significance could be 
-obta ined fro a coverage of the no a ting, which wee a public one, agents of the 
ilxiaz Angola* Office were in attendance. 
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filler Hsngar, who shortly aftur the publicities of the oertr^oaper- -~ -'__• 

>. y articles aeattoned Above attempted to eooure aetatseeat froa the Director 
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^Jd.ttod to the" Bare*© copies or effldwU* had be«a prepared V U* 
lowing persons, ell of ebon had reportedly participated in the *Iew Kaesea 11 > «* r>< 
- Jamming cm Jtms 8 , \%$t iWLllian Gfcopper, oartooaiat. Xer *&» Besses** 
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(liovemoar 14, 1946 , tnrough ieoruary 14, 194?) 


This Congressional Corjnittee has b.c.n giving sees attention : .o Ccn- 
aunist activities in Hollywood file industry ever a period oi' several years. 

On December 3, 1946, Chairman ftoed ana Caief Investigator ^aansor. ficia a 
snort hearing in Los Angeles on this subject. Only tnree witnesses, .«ere called 
and the hearings were superficial. However, the Co.uaittee announced t-i-t 
it would return in January and conduct extended coen hearings into 
of this type of activity in Hollywood. 
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UTBSTIGATIOH OF COHWJS1ST ACT I TIT C SS Df THZ : 

M0TI0E FICWES IEDUSTBY ET TE3 C0HHITTS3 01 
UB-AWSFICAS ACTITITIBS. E0055 OF HEPB^SgffPATITSS 
(April 22, 1547 - Hay 24, 1947) 

la you trill recall, you testified 'before the House Committee oa 
0n-A*erican Ac tl Titles on Karch 26, 1547, at which time you referred to the 
Communist infiltration Into the notion picture industry. Ton pointed out 
that the Communists launched their attach in Hollywood in 1935 directing their 
activities at the infiltration of labor unions and the ao-called intellectual, 
and creative fields. Ton pointed out that the Communist activity in Hollyvood 
was effective was furthered by Coa.Tunista and Communist sj nrpathizert vho 
use the prestige of prominent individuals in the notion picture colony to 
further their cause* Tou also pointed out that the Camauai sis endeavor to 
Insert into the motion picture* Cornmnalst propaganda or to keep out of motion 
pictures an.tl~Coaarani.st propaganda.. 

Following your testimony before the Un-American Activities Conrittee, 
you will recall that Eric Johnston of the notion picture industry testified 
before this Comnitteo after he made a trip to Hollywood where ns conferr;! with 
studio and union heads. The Washington Po.’.o cn April 13, 1947, in referring 
to Johnstoe*s appearance before the Cormit.ae quoted Johnston as stating: 

"As for there being Comuni 3 1 inf Inane e in the novl^s , such an 
accusation is absurd. If Hollywood wore a Comuni st network, 

I should not be attacked every morning in tho Daily Worker— .as I 
can assure you I am. And some of the people out there who are 
attacked as Communists are no more Commies than I am. They have 
a right to thoir convictions, and while some of then nay be critical 
they ha vs a perfect right to be*. 

As you uill further recall. Father Cronin t el ephoai cully advised 
Xr. X. A. Tana that Eric JohnBton had requested him to draw up a program 
for the elimination of Communists from the notion picture industry. Father 
Cronin stated he had outlined a program which he was going to submit to Eric 
Johnston in which each of the studios would have three specialists in the 
script department of the studio vho would rev&fcv all script prior to the time 
that the pictures were actually made. One of these men will be an expert on 
the labor aspects of Communion; the second an expert on propaganda aspects of 
Communism, and tho third another type of an expert. Father Cronin. 1 s program 
also will recommend that there be assigned to the "brain office" of each studio 
OU3 man who will have the responsibility of enforcing a program of easing the 
Ceoaunlats out of the various jobs in the oompany and of direo ting -the screening 
Of all applications so that Communists will not be hired. As you have noted, 
the stateaonts of Johnston os quoted in the Washington Post pnd hie activities 
with Father Cronin do not follow the caao line and apparently Johnston has changed 
Ms mind concerning the Comsnolsts In Hollyvood. 
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Confidential Informant HU of the Loe Angeles Off It e advised that 
■embers of the Un-American Ac tivitiee Committee arrived in Hollywood on Hay 8, 
aid a freat fanfare of prose releases and headlines. The C omit tea 
stated it would get to the bottom of the Bed issue In etudios that, 
specifically. It was In Hollywood to Investigate the activities of ffnnna 2isler, 
the brother of Gerhart Sieler. It Indicated that hearings were to be conducted 
in secret at the Biltnore Hotel in downtown Los Angeles. The Committee in 
Los Angeles was represented by the following individuals: 

J. Parnell T h omas, Hepresentatire from lev Jersey, Chairman 
John HcDowell, Bepresentative, Pennsylvania 
John Wood, Sepresentatlve, Georgia 
Robert Stripling, Chief Investigator 

Hoveliet Sopert Hughe e testified before the Committee cm Kay 15, 

1947, at which time he etated, according to the Los Angeles Herald and Express 
for the same date, that Cot— ronl sts dominated Hollywood to a large degree pM 
mentioned two individuals, John Howard Lawson and Charles Chaplin. He said 
that Charles Chaplin called for a second front la a speech in Hev York shortly 
after Hitler turned on Stalin although "we only had & few can in Europe at 
the tine*. He said that the Communists control the Screen Vrltere 1 Gelid and. 
that they had tried to kick him out ef the Authore* League. He etated John 
Howard Lawson, head of the Authors' League, had tried to drive him out of the 
Authore* League and would have been successful if it had not bean, blocked by a 
few of his friends. He said that Lawson was a notorious Communist and *1 
deplore the fact that he at present is the publisher of the Hollywood Quarterly 
at U.C.L.A., and on the editorial board are meobere of the U.C.L.A. faculty*. 

Hughes stated that the Communists in the Hollywood film industry 
gang up on anyone opposing them and have caused those In opposition to them 
to be fired. He recalled a lot of names that the Communists had directed at 
him when he fought them and he also told bf being booed at U.C.L.A. by the 
Communists while making a speech against Hitler and his totalitarian gmg. He 
stated, 

■But that was the time when the Communists opposed conscription, pre- 
paredness and lend-lease— because Hitler and Stalin had a noa- 
a gg reesion pact. 

"A* soon as Hitler turned on Stalin, these same people became the 
greatest prepareders and that vae when Charles Chaplin cade his eecond 
front speech in Hew York. 

■They call anyone who opposes them a Fascist, yet I, who believe in 
free enterprise, am a Fascist to them while they, whe are believers 
In totalitarianism, are benefactors. 

■Take some of these find $3,000-a~week boys in Hollywood, who do 
nothing for humanity — they consider themselves benefactor# of bananity. 

But a , Henry Ford, who employs hundreds of thousands and gives everyone & 
cheep" car — they say ha ie a Fascist and an enemy of mankind and should be ■"> 
wrecked.* 
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Unties called Stalin “the foulest brute in history* and appended 
lsont 


"Quo cf their favorite policies Is to start hostility anong the 
Begyoes. *hey do not cars to help tha Eegro, and actually hurt 
Mb. How there are scany abuses la this country and these I oppose, 
and have opposed. 

“There are 13,000,000 legroes In all the United States. But there 
are 1C, 000, 000 Russians in slave carps in Russia; vork-slavea, end 
their slavery is far aore deadly than toy ve kno'.f of. They vorh ic 
temperatures as cold as 85 degrees below zero; in many cases they work 
with their feet in ice water; they get 12 ounces of trend & dsy — uni 
die like flies". 

A CaBBoniflt, in Hopes’ view, need not be a r.etrber of the Party, ha 
explained, adding: 

"A mil who stye ha is not a Co&coclst but who defends Russia in 
everything; vho says ha la a friend of the Russians, who defends 
their policies, end is never critical of Stalin— ha nay call him- 
self c. hypechondrlac or a Zulu or any odd sane, but he Is ns such 
a C somonis t as an avoaed Party nenber.* 

Jack Warner, Tice President of Varner Brothers Studios, according 
to this sane article, complemented the Coxrittee and promised his full support. 
Warner, who appeared before the Coooitteo for an hour with his Plant ? reduction 
Director, Blayney Hatthews, said: 

"The Committee is doing an excellent lob and I an happy to co- 
operate. 

"If auy per£ons ere underlining: the American system— the Acsricar. 
way of life— I want to be one of those to be of aid In steeping it 


*1 told the Committed everything 1 might have known, of subversive 
activities in the film industry". 

vlhAman Thames, according to this article, complimsntad Adolf Venjou 
on having nude tha most enlightening presentation before the Committee to late. 
2e invited the actor to appear at tha Committee's hearings in Washington at 
some later date. Highlight a of Hesjou's testimony, according to Thomas, vere 
a* follows: , 


J 




r “ 

< ** 

He charged that the 16 nan who control the Soviet Union 
^NWtfced to take over America at 'they could never feel tafe at 
long aa there was one free spot In the world such as the United 
States'. 

•2. He predicted that the Communist Party, if unchecked, would 
'soften up this country as the Basie did in Norway' and taka it 
over within 15 years * 

*3. He defended the capitalist system in America, asserting he 
was proud of it and that V It did half as much for the happiness 
of the world In the next 50 years as it had In the past 50 years,' 
he would feel satisfied. 

■4. He charged that many millionaires in Hollywood and elsewhere 
wore Coomualsts or pro-Conrunlete. 

■5. He charged that 'the Communis te in the film industry are so 
powerful that aany of the “little people" are afraid to cove 
against thee'.* 

This sane article refleeted that Menjcu stated prior to appearing 
before the Cos&lttee that he had rn.de 36 talks against Coxmunlsn and ex- 
pressed the belief that the Communist Party of the United States should he 
outlawed. It quoted Menjou as follows: 

“Ky good friend Zdgar Hoover, the 7 JJ.I. head, feels they should 
not be outlawed— that It would drive them underground. But I ask 
where ere they now! They ell hide. This is a wonderful country. 

It has its faults which we should correct. But I like it the vay 
it is. 

■I would recommend that - the 16 rulers of Bussia bo t rente! exnctly 
the way they treat us. 

"They twist what we say to fit their purposes. Any filns that ve 

Bake that show some of our defects, they twist around and change to 

make it appear that the defects portray Ansrica while actually they 

are exceptions to the rule. \ 

"1 would shut all of them out of the country as they shut our 
people out of Bussia. I would distort everything they say. 

^ "As bobs of ay friends say: *Tou can't do that'. X answer: .'You 

can because they do it'. 

"With class distinction, the profit system and Amerlcan'capltallsm 
the Communist's particular targets In the United States, what 1 
can't 'Understand is how there are so many Billionaires fer It. There 
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of them la Hollywood; at least half a dozes led 
and ease lad. actor*. 


rectors 


"I hare always frjrpoeed boycotting films, whea such action was 
suggested. to combat the films directed by these Reds or with 
the Beds starring In then because too many little people would 
be hart. The little people are afraid — in fact it's surprising 
to find some of the bigger people also afraid of the Communist 
organization*. . 


*A lot of people who f all for the Cottsiee class distinction, and 
ant 1-cap it alien bunk, don't realize that the Communist leaders in 
Bosnia, four months after they had obtained control of that 
country, abandoned Earl Karx and the favorite Russians now profit 
by the profit system, can leave property and wealth to their 
children, while many other Russians Just live la a slave stato." 

•The chief fear of the Coamnnists in the Uni tod States is the 
American middle class. In other countries such ns Prance and 
Italy where the Comtmlsts have gained strength, they have done 
it prinarilT by lying to the workers*. 

■The Little Bed School House* of Hollywood was brought into 
evidence by Mrs. Leila Rogers, mother of film star Ginger Rogers, according 
to this earns article. She attributed the strong influence of Communist 3 in 
Hollywood to the writers and charged that the Communists trained them u in 
'The Little Bed School House* as we know it*. She identified this school as 
the *People f e Bducation Center in Hollywood*. Mrs. Rogers revealed in one 
picture, *Tsnder Comrade", hsr actress daughter Ginger had refusal to say the 
following line, "Share ana share alike— that's democracy". Mrs. Eogers said 
•I thi nk that's definitely Communist propaganda inspired by tho Little ssi 
School House. 


"Ginger refused to read the line. So it was given to a sweet end 
unquestionably loyal youngster, Kla Hunter, to read". Sha eaid that the 
author of the script was Dalton Trumbo. 

The Los Angelos Examiner for May 15, 1917, reflected that screen 
actor Robert Taylor also testified before the Un-American Activities Committee 
on Kay 14. On this occasion, Taylor advised that he was forced by a former 
Aide of the late President Roosevelt Into starring In a motion picture which 
f Aforod Russian Ideologies -over American. According to the article i the 
pressure was from a former White House adviser and the Office of War Informa- 
tion official who case to Hollywood for the express purposo of overruling 
Taylor's objection to appearing In the 1943 release, *Song of Risaio". 

v * _ 

Representative Thomas stated, according to the article, that this 
Individual was Lowell Mellett, Administrative Assistant to the late President 
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Tlie BLrticl ° reflected that Kellett. as Director of 1 the Motion 
FictS^Dlvision of the O.tf.I., had publicly declared they wanted "no 
oenaornhip of notion pictures - . The article also reflected that Hellett, 
when contacted in Washington, D. C. , concerning Taylor’s testimony, referred 
to_the accusatione as “too silly to deny - . He stated - I certainly didn’t 
compel Bobert Taylor or anyone else to do anything". He continued, - If 
ThOtJejs- wants to know what I know about this matter, I will be glad to tell 

hits when he gets bach to Washington. - 

* . , 

Other individuals prominent In the film world y&io sought to aid 
the Committee In Its probe were Actor Richard Arlan and Henry Ginsberg, 

Vic® President in Charge of Production at Paramount Studios. After hearing 
Taylor and Arlan, Hr. Thomas commended both actors who were very cooperative 
in appearing before the Committee. He stated, - They shoved especial cvr',^ 
in accepting our invitation. It could affect their careers. - This article 
reflected that Arlen told the reporters that 'the Communists are very in- 
fluential beyond their cumbers in Hollywood* . 

The Los Angeles Xxaaimer for May 17, 1947, reflected that a 
surprise witness, Viktor Iravehanko, an estranged Soviet official, had appeared 
on subpoena before the Committee — one day after his life was threatens! in a 
Beverly Hills homo where he was a guest. Representative Thomas told reporters, 
according to the article, that because of this threat received by Kravchenko, 
the author of - I Chose Freedom - , he was placed under the protection of the 
FBI. TMe same article reflected that Iravehanko told the Committee: 

"Hollywood is a serious intellectual front in the United States. 

. It Is necessary to clear Hollywood of Communists and sympathisers — 
in the writers* circles and in the artists* circlss. 

"Today few companies in Hollywood want to m cis pictures thit 
show the Soviet Union as it really is. Take for example thn 
picture, *E9d Danube’, which i3 pure fantasy. 

•Why don't they make a picture on Russia which would show what 
it means to live there, what tha Soviet means and show the con- 
centration campeT Show everything as it really is." 

The Hew York Times of Hay 17 under a Los Angeles dateline of 
May 16, quoted Chairman J. Parnell Thomas of the Eou as Committee on Un- 
American Activities as asserting after a weak of hearings on subversive 
activities la Hollywood, that "90 per cent of Communist infiltration 11 was 
in the screen writing field, but that the Federal Government also had abetted 
tUe work. Be stated that la the testimony of the fourteen actors, ‘writers 
and producer*, - a very outstanding point that cars up <not once but many ticse 
was the Influence of the Government in aiding the Communist conspiracy". Hr. 
Thomas said: 


j 


; 
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hare recorded testimony that even the White House exerted 
Influence on certain people la Hollywood to have certain 
pro-Bussian motion pictures filmed during the regime of the late 
President Roosevelt. 

■I don’t refer to just the Bohert Taylor disclosure, hut to others 
hy actors and pro due are themselves who told hov the Government Lid 
wielded the iron flat In order to get the companies to put on 
certain Co.nnunlst propaganda 4 

Mr. far.iMa also related that the sub -commit tee had "been anacsd 
at the revelations mode by the witnesses end their frankness la naming nn-oes, 
placss, dates, Conaunist card numbers, etc . 1 He added: 

"The Insidious propaganda of the Communist has no place in the movi-e 
which entertain millions of Americans, but It seems to ne that the 
quickest and most effective way of eliminating it would be for 
Hollywood, to clean its own house and not wait for a eomlttea to 
spotlight thle sorry spectacle". 

fhie article also reflected that Mr. McDowell left : 'r> ^ay 15 to 
inspect the Texas border stations on his way East. !'r. Thor.rs indicot . d, 
according to tha article, that he planned to go to Sun. Fr.mcisco to continue 
his inquiry. Tne article also reflected that Mr. Thour.s* stetarnnt c'-cod 
little stir among screen writers. Samert Lavery, President of the Screen. 
Writers’ Guild, said: 

-» "If Xr. Thomas hae discovered anything worth lrrvsr tigutin.£, the 
place to Investigate it is through the FBI. X personally- doubt 
very much that subversive circles in the city are likely to be 
trapped by punches telegraphed in advance by eight -column scare 
headl Lass." 























On the occasion of this iaterriev, Special 
Loa Angeles Office Aid not attenpt to question^ 
bar talk and neks any stateaents that she desire 
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Vrltert known to^ 
are Dalton Trumho; Albert Ki 
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Office ascarteinsd 
ezcalners t-i e 

I|®*An^let ornrra *-e laceration an-1 TTaturiilrition Service, thatJH^ 
1® fact, bean informed that all immigration cases are 
tl* rai. It wi farther learned that case had been 

keld up pending additional investigation by Laffgr Satumlirntion's 
eva investigative unit and it had apparently been assumed 
tha^e^as^ad been held op pending receipt of 731 cleaxance^^Mr^^v 
3 fll « la the Immigration mnd laturallsatlon Service office 
t aha vae questioned by the US concerning the Information 
applied by the Baraan to then without, of eouree, divulging the eoorca cf 
the information. Shit information included primarily har m^bexahiu and 
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£loa§ la eoriaia Co — mi tt front orgaci. tat ions as sot oot horol aaf tor; 







rfWBWftl oa with. Communlat activities on the part of Both 

the other two exa ninors pzavlo usly raferreo^^lBSc^ted thct 
^Re^iSre of the opinion that ^as not actively engaged In tho 

Coaimmlst move&snt but had bee^o^ec^or financial purposes primarily by 
front organi sa tions as have nany other prooinent persons in the notion 
picture Industry. 


In view ositlon to get valuable Information con- 

cerning Comannist activ^^^^ongiaotlon picture actresses and actors in 
Hollywood, the Los Angeles Office ia going to naintein periodic contact 
with her as a source of inf oraation. However, extreme caution is to be 
exercised in dealing with her in view of her past contacts with persons of 
known Coca uni st sympathies as well as the r.r.nner in which tie has cuc.dc a ly 



Tour of the major studios, HGK, Varner Brothers, 20th Center;* Fox, 
and Coluobia, have announced that each will nake a yfcture based on the 
Canada spy trials. As a natter of fact, it ie reported that all four 
studios are quarreling among themselves as to which will bo permitted to 
use th» title ‘Iron Curt&in B . 




